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Scenes  from  the  Commemorative 


Cliff  M ishler  of  Numismatic  News,  Chris 
Karstedt  and  ANA  Executive  Director  Ed 
Rochette  seem  to  be  enjoying  the  event . 


August  20,  1857  was  a  memorable  day,  when  the 
sidewheel  steamship  S.S.  Sonora  left  San  Francisco  harbor 


Dave  Bowers  and  Christine  Karstedt 
about  to  enter  a  private  plane  chartered 
by  the  California  Qold  Marketing 
Qroup.  Moments  later  the  participants 
were  on  the  way  from  Newport  Beach 
to  San  Francisco. 


wall  on  the  Atlantic  side,  and  then  went  aboard  the  S.S. 
Central  America.  That  ship  headed  toward  New  York, 
stopped  in  Havana,  and  soon  thereafter  encountered  a  hurri¬ 
cane.  After  several  days  of  high  waves  and  travail,  the  ship 
went  to  the  bottom  carrying  the  largest  treasure  of  19th-cen¬ 
tury  American  gold  coins  and  ingots  ever  lost.  The  date  was 
September  12,  1857. 

Fast  forward  to  August  20,  2001,  just  a  few  weeks  ago, 
when  Dwight  Manley  and  the  California  Gold  Marketing 
Group  created  commemoratives,  the  souvenir  of  souvenirs, 

in  the  form  of 
a  special  com¬ 
memorative 
restrike  of  the 
1855-dated 
Kellogg  $50. 
At  an  expense 
involving  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars, 
a  number  of 
heavy  gold  in¬ 
gots  recovered 
from  the  S.S. 

Central  America,  and  bearing  the  hallmark  and  other  stamps 
of  assayer  Kellogg  and  Humbert,  were  used  to  provide  the 
goltl  for  these  pieces,  in  a  process  involving  making  transfer 
dies  from  the  surviving  originals,  and  setting  up  a  ceremony 
that  will  be  forever  remembered. 


with  several  hun¬ 
dred  passengers 
and  nearly  $2  mil¬ 
lion  in  publicly 
registered  gold 
bullion  aboard — 
including  thou¬ 
sands  of  1857 -S 
double  eagles  and 
hundreds  of  gold 
ingots.  The  ship 
sailed  to  Panama, 
at  which  time  the 
passengers  and 
gold  crossed  land 
on  the  rickety  nar¬ 
row  gauge  Panama 
railroad,  to  Aspin- 
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of  gold  coins  from 
the  ship  had  been 
sold  and  the  majority  of  ingots  had  been  sold  also.  Selected  for 
use  to  make  the  commemorative  restrikes,  some  of  the  larger 
unsold  Kellogg  and  Humbert  ingots,  which  otherwise  would 
have  each  cost 
a  small  fortune, 
were  prepared 
by  carefully  cut¬ 
ting  away  the 
faceplate  and  a 
thick  section  of 
gold  behind  it, 
suitable  for  mu¬ 


Chris  Karstedt  flanked  by  the  two  finders  of 
the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure,  Bob 
Evans  and  Tommy  Thompson. 


seum  purposes 
or  framing,  and 
permitting  most 
of  the  gold  to 
be  melted  and 
made  into  planchets. 

The  plan  was  to  strike  the  commemoratives  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  where  the  original  1855  Kellogg  $50  pieces  had  been  made 
generations  earlier,  and  in  2001  to  use  a  press  that  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  at  one  time  in  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Specimens  were 
scheduled  to  be  struck  each  day,  from  August  20,  2001  continuing 
until  September  12,  2001,  being  the  144th  anniversary  of  the 
sinking  of  the  ship.  Restrikes  made  each  day  are  given  a  special 

counterstamp  on  the  re¬ 
verse — following  another 
tradition  that  was  used  by 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  in 
1848  when  the  first  large 
return  of  gold  from  Cali- 


Dave  Bowers  with  his 
hands  on  the  “start” 
buttons,  set  to  strike  a 
Kellogg  commemorative 
piece. 


fomia  was  made  into  com¬ 
memorative  quarter  eagles 
and  counterstamped  on 
the  reverse. 


Chris  Karstedt  Ktis  both  hands  on 
the  “start"  buttons  to  actuate  the 
coin  press  to  strike  specimen 
number  1  7. 


Among  those  invited  as  special  guests  of  the  ceremony 
were  our  own  Dave  Bowers  and  Chris  Karstedt,  who  flew  to 

Newport  Beach,  California, 
and  hoarded  a  private  jet  ar¬ 
ranged  hy  the  California 
Gold  Marketing  Group, 
soon  arriving  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  On  hand  at  the  spe¬ 
cial  ceremony  were  numis¬ 
matic  luminaries  from  all 
over  America,  including 
Cliff  Mishler  representing 
Numismatic  News;  Ed  Ro- 
chette,  Executive  Director 
of  American  Numismatic 
Association;  Paul  Gilkes  of 
Coin  World;  Tommy  Th¬ 
ompson  and  Boh  Evans, 
who  in  the  1980s  discov¬ 
ered  the  fabulous  treasure  of 
the  S.S.  Central  America  in 
its  hiding  place  7,200  feet  down  in  the  Atlantic  ocean;  nu¬ 
mismatic  dealer  and  author  Don  Kagin  and  family  members; 
David  L.  Ganz,  past  president  of  the  ANA;  Bob  Chandler, 
curator  of  the  Wells  Fargo  Museum;  Stephen  Becker,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  California  Historical  Society,  and  others 
from  the  Society;  and  a  galaxy  of  other  notables,  plus  media 
people,  the  latter  under  the  attention  of  Donn  Pearlman.  Af¬ 
ter  talks  were  given  hy  Boh  Evans,  Dave  Bowers,  Stephen 
Becker,  Don  Kagin,  and  a  few  others,  in  a  gallery'  complete 
with  a  repre¬ 
sentation  of 
the  entrance 
to  a  gold  mine, 
a  uniformed 
brass  hand 
playing  Gold 
Rush  songs, 
and  a  table  of 
edible  delica¬ 
cies,  the  group 
went  to  the 
striking  room 
nearby.  There 
the  Gallery 
Mint  staff  had 
set  up  a  display 

of  dies,  planchets,  and  the  press  itself.  Amidst  camera  flashes 
and  applause,  the  first  specimen  was  struck  hy  Stephen 
Becker  on  behalf  of  the  California  Historical  Society,  in 
whose  collection  it  now  reposes.  The  next  was  struck  hy  Ed 
Rochette  of  the  ANA  followed  hy  Dave  Bowers  for  the 
Smithsonian,  David  Ganz  for  the  New  York  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety  and  then  Boh  Evans  for  the  Byron  Reed  Collection.  Dave 


Bowers  was  also  selected  to  strike  number  nine,  which  iv  now 
in  his  own  reference  collection,  hut  was  so  enchanted  hy  the 
whole  idea  of  using  original  gold  to  make  the  commemorative 
restrikes,  and  the  beauty  of  the  finished  specimens,  that  he  de¬ 
cided  on  the  spot  to  purchase  three  more,  —  one  for  each  of 
his  sons.  These  were  soon  struck  as  number  25,  26,  and  27. 
Chris  Karstedt  followed  suit  and  stnick  numbers  28  and  29  for 
her  two  children. 

As  these  words  are  written,  the  public  sale  of  the 
commemorative  restrikes  is  un¬ 
der  way.  Dwight  Manley  reports 
several  people  have  already 
signed  up  for  the  impressive  ac¬ 
quisition  of  one  from  every  day, 

August  20  through  September 
12 — certainly  a  fantastic  array. 

More  practical  from  a  financial 
viewpoint,  others  have  opted  to 
buy  just  one  or  two  or  three. 

In  today’s  world  there  are 
many  commemoratives,  souvenirs, 
and  other  issues  produced,  and  of¬ 
ten  they  create  intense  excitement. 

Regarding  the  California  Gold 
Rush,  certainly  one  of  the  most 
pivotal  epochs  in  American  history7 
and  one  of  the  most  romantic,  no 
equivalent  souvenir  numismatic 
issue  has  ever  been  produced  in  our  time.  These  specimens 
incorporate  authentic  gold  assayed  in  the  1850s  hy  the  best 
known  of  all  San  Francisco  firms,  Kellogg  and  Humbert, 
and  actually  carried  aboard  the  the  S.S.  Sonora,  the 
Panama  Railroad  and  the  S.S.  Central  America,  lost  at 
sea,  recovered  as 
treasure,  and  are 
now  made  available 
for  everyone  to 
own.  Most  of  the 
original  ingots  are 
now  sold  at  prices 
mnning  up  into  the 
hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars.  The 
present  commemo¬ 
rative  restrikes,  em¬ 
bodying  the  same 
gold  from  the  same 
source,  and  produced  us¬ 
ing  the  most  careful  mint¬ 
ing  techniques  to  gener¬ 
ate  gem  Proof  quality,  are 
available  at  a  price  that  is 
within  the  reach  of  most 
serious  collectors. 


Bob  Evans,  center,  gets  ready  to  strike  a  coin 
while  Tommy  Thompson  and  Chris  Karstedt 
look  on  from  the  left  and  Dave  Bowers  watches 
from  the  right. 


Dwight  Manley  holding  the 
first  com  he  struck, 


seemingly  quite  proud  of 
h is  accomplishment  and 
the  beauty  of  the  piece. 


On  the  way  home  from  the 
ceremony  we  stopped  to  visit  the 
site  of  the  1915  Panama- Pacific 
International  Exposition  and 
snapped  this  photograph  of  the 
Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  still  looking 
very  impressive.  Under  this  dome 
in  1915  the  original  sales  facility 
was  set  up  for  distribution  of  an 
illustrious  set  of  c  ommemorat ive 
coirts  ranging  from  the  half  dollar 
to  tun  varieties  of  $50  gold  pieces. 


Desk 


There  is  excitement  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries!  Where  shall  I  start? 
Well,  in  this  issue  there  are  many  great 
new  purchases  made  by  Mark 
Borckardt,  Gordon  Wrubel,  me,  and 
other  staffers  recently — on  trips  from 
coast  to  coast,  at  the  ANA  Conven- 
tion  in  Atlanta,  and  here  at  the  office. 
Look  through  each  and  every  page 
carefully  so  as  not  to  miss  a  single  coin 
or  listing!  It  is  a  great  time  to  add  to 
the  collection  you  already  have,  or  to 
start  a  new  specialty.  United  States 
coins  abound,  to  which  are  added  some 
really  nice  examples  of  American  cur¬ 
rency,  some  great  coins  of  the  world, 
and  other  numismatic  items  to  tempt 
and  delight  you! 

The  “Gold!”  program  on  the  His¬ 
tory  Channel,  a  four-part  feature 
aired  in  August,  included  a  lot  of  re¬ 
search  and  information  provided  by 
us,  and  on  the  fourth  part,  which  in¬ 
volved  the  gold  treasure  from  the  S.S. 
Central  America  and  related  items, 
some  on-screen  commentary  by  me. 
All  of  this  generated  a  lot  of  excite¬ 
ment  and  many  inquiries.  If  you  were 
a  viewer  who  contacted  us,  welcome 
to  the  wide  world  of  rare  coins  and, 
especially,  all  of  the  items  we  offer 
that  are  related  to  the  greatest  Ameri¬ 
can  gold  treasure  of  all  time,  the  S.S. 
Central  America.  I’ve  personally  pur¬ 
chased  several  coins,  three  of  the  new 
Kellogg  Commemorative  Restrikes 
(one  each  for  my  three  sons),  and  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  gold  ingots — which  are 
now  family  treasures! 

Thanks  to  the  Numismatic  Liter¬ 
ary  Guild  for  all  of  the  awards  recently 
bestowed  upon  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries — including  recognition  of  the 


Rare  Coin  Review  as  the  best  publica¬ 
tion  privately  issued.  I  really  love  the 
Rare  Coin  Review,  enjoy  helping  to 
write  each  issue,  and  appreciate  that  in 
the  catalogues  of  sellers  of  out-of-print 
books  and  catalogues,  it  is  one  of  the 
most  enthusiastically  acclaimed  maga¬ 
zines  presented.  More  than  just  a  few 
of  our  readers  try  to  collect  as  many 
back  issues  as  possible.  Thanks,  too,  for 
the  awards  for  the  “best  auction  cata¬ 
logue”  (Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Sale),  the 
“best  exonumia  catalogue”  (Lucien 
LaRiviere  sale),  and  more — including 
the  “Book  of  the  Year”  award  for  the 
new  Breen  book  on  large  copper  cents 
1793-1814,  edited  by  Mark  Borckardt 
(if  you  would  like  a  copy  of  this  defini¬ 
tive  text,  see  our  Books  for  Sale  sec¬ 
tion — it  will  be  a  wonderful  addition 
to  your  library). 

While  awards  are  very  nice,  and 

while  over  the  years  we  have  received 
more  than  any  other  rare  coin  firm,  to¬ 
day  marks  the  beginning  of  the  future, 
and  we  never  rest  on  our  laurels.  All  of 
us  will  continue  to  provide  what  we 
consider  to  be  the  finest  quality,  service, 
and  value  in  the  rare  coin  business. 
When  comparing  price,  be  sure  to  com¬ 
pare  quality  too,  for  price  alone  is  com¬ 
pletely  meaningless.  Do  this,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  you  will  learn  why,  year  in  and 
year  out,  America’s  most  careful,  most 
discriminating  numismatists  have  made 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  their 
headquarters. 

The  coin  market  continues  to  be 
strong  for  selected  items  of  quality.  Our 
recent  Rarities  Sale  brought  this  to  the 
fore — with  lots  of  enthusiastic  bidding 
for  choice  and  rare  items  at  just  about 
every  price  level.  There  are  many  superb 
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values  in  the  market  today,  in  my  opin¬ 
ion — with  many  commemoratives, 
Morgan  and  Peace  dollars,  gold  “type” 
coins,  and  other  items  available  for  less 
than  what  they  would  have  cost  12 
years  ago  at  the  height  of  the  1989  mar¬ 
ket.  Whenever  I  huy  a  collectible  (and  I 
enjoy  collecting  many  things),  1  would 
prefer  to  huy  in  a  “low”  market  than  in 
a  “high”  one,  hut  the  concept  is  difficult 
to  explain.  Everybody  loves  “action” — 
whether  it  he  Cabbage  Patch  dolls, 
Beanie  Babies,  or  last  year’s  baseball 
cards.  However,  in  terms  of  value  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  price  paid,  it  seems  to  me 
that  a  “quiet”  market  is  the  best  place  to 
huy.  And,  he  sure  to  check  our  offerings 
related  to  the  S.S.  Central  America  trea¬ 
sure.  Of  the  8,500  double  eagles  found 


(most  dated  1857-S),  nearly  all  are  sold. 
Of  the  several  hundred  ingots  found, 
the  majority  are  sold  out.  And,  as  we  go 
to  press,  the  new  1855-dated  Kellogg  & 
Co.  Commemorative  Restrikes  are  sell¬ 
ing  like  hotcakes  (as  noted,  1  bought 
three  myself! ). 

Books  are  the  greatest  value  in  nu¬ 
mismatics.  A  few  hundred  dollars  spent 
on  books  will  yield  you  untold  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  in  the  value  of  knowledge 
received.  Check  our  Books  for  Sale  list¬ 
ings,  and  order  the  titles  you  want — all 
at  attractive  discounts! 

We  are  just  seconds  away  from  you 
by  toll-free  call.  Gail  Watson,  Gordon 
Wrubel,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Mary 
Tocci  (Mary  for  books)  stand  ready  to 
take  your  call,  backed  by  me  and  the 


rest  of  our  expert  staff  who  make  cus¬ 
tomer  service  number  one  on  our  “to- 
do”  list 

From  all  of  us  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  thank  you  tor  your 
business  and  friendship.  1  hope  you’ve 
had  a  great  summer — and  will  have  an 
enjoyable  autumn.  We’ll  all  do  our  part 
to  maximize  your  pleasure  in  what  has 
been  called  “the  world’s  greatest  hobby.” 
Let  us  help  you  build  a  beautiful  and 
meaningful  collection! 

Dave  Bowers 

President, 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 


“10  Great  Places” 


On  August  3,  2001,  USA  Today 
ran  a  full  page  article  based  upon 
work  by  John  Margolies,  author  of 
Fun  Along  the  Road:  American  Tourist 
Attractions.  He  listed  “10  great  places 
to  stop  the  car  and  take  a  look,”  and 
number  one  on  the  list  was  described 
as  follows: 

Clark’s  Trading  Post.  North 
Woodstock,  N.H. 

Begun  as  a  sled-dog  ranch  by  Ed 
Clark  in  1928,  the  family  business 
segued  into  bear  training  and  perform¬ 
ing,  which  it  has  been  offering  for  5 1 
years.  They  do  things  like  balancing  on 
balls  and  slam-dunking  basketballs  and 
eating  ice  cream.  The  whole  thing  is 
just  charming  and  engaging.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  four  talented  black  bears,  there 
is  a  steam  train  to  ride.  603-745-8913; 
www/clarkstradingpost.com 

Clark’s  has  a  long  and  important 
connection  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  as  it  was  in  1960  that  Dave 
Bowers  first  visited  Murray  Clark  in 
North  Woodstock.  Clark’s  Trading 
Post  was  then  and  is  now  one  of 
America’s  foremost  scenic  attrac¬ 
tions.  The  lure  for  Dave  was  the  col¬ 
lection  of  automatic  musical  instru¬ 
ments — coin  operated  pianos,  music 
boxes,  and  a  calliope,  not  to  overlook 
a  steam-powered  train  and  all  sorts  of 
interesting  old  devices. 


And,  numismatically,  Clark’s  has 
always  had  a  counter  display  of 
“popular”  coins  and  currency — 
such  stuff  as  common  Morgan 
dollars,  modern  Proof  sets,  and 
interesting  large-size  notes. 

Years  later,  when  Dave  lived 
in  California  hut  sought  to  relo¬ 
cate  to  a  more  traditional  area, 
Brenda  Clark,  a  member  of  the 
Clark  family,  suggested  a  vacation 
stop  at  Wolfeboro — naming  it  as 
an  ideal  traditional  New  England 
community,  on  the  shore  of  a 
lake,  surrounded  by  forests,  and  close 
enough  to  Boston  to  afford  easy  air 
transportation  and  various  amenities 
of  the  arts,  hut  far  enough  away  that  it 
was  not  a  bedroom  community. 

A  few  vacation  visits  later,  and 
Dave  bought  some  property,  then  in 
early  1983  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  moved  from  California  to 
here — where  we  have  been  ever 
since. 

While  many  rare  coin  companies 
make  all  sorts  of  claims,  and  at  any 
given  time  there  are  apt  to  he  mul¬ 
tiple  claimants  for  “biggest,”  “best," 
“oldest,”  etc.,  we  think  that  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  remains  the 
only  rare  coin  company  with  its  own 
private  boat  landing! 


Which  re¬ 
minds  us:  An  ar¬ 
ticle  is  now  in 
preparation  by 
QDB,  relating  to 
Col.  Charles  H. 
Cummings,  who  collected  gold  Proof 
sets  by  date,  hut  of  whom  very  little 
has  been  printed  in  numismatic 
circles.  At  the  turn  of  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury  he  had  a  huge  “spread”  on  a 
peninsula,  Meredith  Neck,  about  45 
minutes  by  motorboat  across  Lake 
Winnipesaukee  from  our  landing 
here  in  Wolfeboro.  Perhaps  we  will 
have  a  friend  take  us  to  the  site  of 
Cummings’  villa  in  an  old  Gar 
Wood,  Hacker  Craft,  or  Chris  Craft 
“woody.”  Now  we  ask,  how  often 
can  you  do  numismatic  research  via  a 
trip  on  a  speedboat? 

Seriously,  consider  Clark’s  as  a  va¬ 
cation  stop — their  season  typically 
runs  from  about  Memorial  Day  over 
the  summer  to  Columbus  Day. 
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The  California 
Historical  society 

The  California  Historical 
Society,  a  famous  repository  for 
original  documents,  illustra¬ 
tions,  and  priceless  artifacts 
from  the  great  California  Gold 
Rush,  presents  a  unique  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  a  fabulous  and 
valuable  commemorative  with 
direct  ties  to  that  romantic  era. 

As  will  be  described  in  the 
following  pages,  in  1855  a 
few  splendid  $50 
gold  coins  were 

minted  by  Kellogg  &  Co.  using  gold  processed 
from  the  Sierra  Nevada.  Today,  only  about  a 
dozen  are  known,  and  originals,  when  avail¬ 
able,  tend  to  have  surface  marks,  etc.,  and 
are  priced  in  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars.  In  essence,  they  are  scarcely  ever 
available  and  are  nearly  priceless. 

By  incredible  circumstances  the  original  dies 
have  survived,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
California  Historical  Society,  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  glittering  gem  Proof  restrikes  have 
been  produced  from  transfer  dies,  each  a  tri¬ 
umph  of  the  coiner’s  art,  and  each  specifi' 
cally  made  from  California  Gold  processed 
in  the  1850s  by  Kellogg! 

The  story  is  as  incredible  as  the  stunning 
pieces  themselves,  and  we  invite  you  to  learn 
more. 

The  Gold  Rush 

The  fabulous  California  Gold  Rush,  ignited  in  1848,  still 
makes  history!  Read  on... 

The  lure  of  this  precious  yellow  metal  has  fascinated  man¬ 
kind  since  antiquity.  Many  voyages  to  the  New  World  and 
elsewhere,  by  Spanish,  British,  and  other  explorers,  were  in 
the  quest  for  gold.  Wars  have  been  fought,  kingdoms  have 
risen  and  fallen,  and  countries  have  been  won  and  lost  be¬ 
cause  of  gold.  No  other  substance  has  ever  captured  the 
imagination  and  engendered  fascination  more  than  has  gold. 

In  January  1848,  California  was  a  quiet  place.  Several 
hundred  people  lived  in  San  Francisco,  formerly  known  as 
Yerba  Buena,  where  the  main  commercial  activity  was  the 
trading  of  hides  and  tallow  which  brought  occasional  ships 
from  Boston  and  elsewhere  to  the  western  coast.  In  addition, 


trade  was  conducted  with  the  Sand¬ 
wich  Islands  (Hawaii),  Chile,  Peru, 
and  elsewhere. 

Sutter’s  mill 

At  New  Helvetia  (New  Switzer¬ 
land),  Captain  John  A.  Sutter  man¬ 
aged  a  fiefdom  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
acres  centered  around  what  was 
known  as  Sutter’s  Fort.  Seeking  to 
provide  a  source  for  lumber,  which 
was  fairly  scarce  in  California  at  the 
time,  Captain  Sutter  enlisted  James 
Marshall  and  several  others  to 

explore  sites  for  a  sawmill  along  the  American 
River,  a  fast-flowing  stream  about  50  miles  on 
horseback  from  the  fort. 

After  some  consideration,  a  spot  was  se¬ 
lected  at  Coloma,  and  erection  of  the  saw¬ 
mill  began — a  structure  made  of  logs  and 
employing  a  water  wheel  to  operate  an  oscil¬ 
lating  vertical  saw.  What  happened  next  is 
subject  to  several  versions,  but  in  essence, 
Marshall  was  looking  at  the  water  running 
through  the  tail  race  on  the  morning  of  Janu¬ 
ary  24,  1848,  when  he  saw  a  little  golden 
sparkle,  a  gleaming  glint.  He  reached  down, 
and  extracted  a  small  flake.  It  was  gold! 

“Eureka!”  or  “I  have  found  it,”  became  the 
word  of  the  day  and,  in  1849,  was  adopted  as 
the  state  motto. 

News  Spreads! 

The  excitement  of  gold  could  not  be  contained,  one  person 
told  another,  and  within  a  few  weeks  several  dozen  men,  then  a 
few  hundred,  were  at  work  up  and  down  the  American  River. 

Rumors  changed  to  facts  as  gold  nuggets  and  flakes  were 
displayed.  Soon  just  about  every  able-bodied  man  had  left 
San  Francisco  and  headed  for  the  gold  fields.  Before  long, 
other  towns  in  California  including  Monterey,  Los  Angeles, 
and  San  Diego — all  seaside  communities — were  vacated  by 

gold  seekers.  From 
the  north  in  the  ter¬ 
ritory  settled  by 
emigrants  on  the 
Oregon  Trail,  many 
gold  seekers  came 
from  Oregon  City. 

During  autumn 
1848,  ships  were  left 


derelict  in  the  harbor  as  their  crews  and  passengers  rushed  to 
the  gold  fields.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  harbor  was  a  forest 

of  masts  of 
abandoned 
ships.  Scattered 
accounts  of  the 
California  dis¬ 
covery  were 
published  in  the 
East  in  the  au¬ 
tumn,  but  there 
was  a  certain  de¬ 
gree  of  disbelief 
by  those  who 
read  them. 

However,  on  December  5,  1848,  disbelief  changed  to  real¬ 
ity  when  in  his  annual  message  to  Congress,  President  James 
Knox  Polk  stated  that,  indeed,  gold  had  been  found  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  and  in  large  quantities.  The  Gold  Rush  was  on! 

THE  GOLD  DUST  TRADE 

Finding  gold  was  a  speculation,  and  no  doubt  gold  seekers 
had  gambling  in  their  blood — for  just  about  every  contempo¬ 
rary  account  of  San  Francisco  of  the  era  concentrates  on  the 
faro  and  monte  tables  with  dealers  of  cards,  and  roulette 
tables  with  spinning  wheels.  Emigrants  coming  to  California 
by  land  or  sea 
brought  pans,  shov¬ 
els,  containers  for 
gold,  contraptions 
for  processing  gold 
without  much 
work,  etc,  but  few 
thought  to  bring 
much  in  the  way  of 
money.  Thus,  by 
summer  1849  there  were  tens  of  thousands  of  newcomers  in 
California,  but  not  enough  coins  to  go  around.  Trade  was 
conducted  in  gold  dust,  sometimes  by  the  “pinch.”  Gold  of 
fairly  good  quality  traded  in  commerce  in  San  Francisco  at 
$16  an  ounce,  conveniently  equal  to  the  value  of  the  familiar 
Spanish  gold  doubloon. 

The  shortage  of  coins  continued  throughout  1849  and  1850 
and  was  filled  in  part  by  private  minters,  including  Moffat  &. 
Company  and  F.D.  Kohler,  both  of  whom  made  rectangular 
gold  ingots  or  bars,  stamped  with  weight  in  ounces,  fineness  or 
degree  of  purity,  a  serial  number,  and  sometimes  the  value  in 

gold.  The  stamp  of  these  assayers, 
and  others  who  would  later  set  up 
business,  was  a  hallmark  of  great  sig¬ 
nificance,  as  ingots  stamped  by  repu¬ 
table  assay  offices  would  be  received 
in  trade  and  even  sent  to  foreign 
countries  and  taken  for  the  value 
stamped  on  them. 
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Gold  Rush  Expansion 

In  1850  and  onward,  additional ) 
seekers  came  to  the  extent  of  tens 
thousands  each  year.  Gold  contin¬ 
ued  to  be  found  in  streams  and 
hillsides,  the  recovery  of 
which  was  augmented  by 
newly  popular  techniques 
including  diverting  rivers 
to  examine  their  beds. 

Hard-rock  mining  exploited 
veins  of  gold-bearing  quartz. 

The  rocks  from  veins  were 
pounded  to  dust  by  steam  or 
water  driven  iron  stamp  mills. 

As  gold  poured  forth  from  th 
rivers,  streams  and  hills  of  Cal 
fornia,  it  was  shipped  to  San  Fn 
cisco,  and  from  there  to  distant 
points,  most  notably  New  York  City 
and  London.  Much  of  the  treasure  sent  to 
New  York  was  conveyed  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  con¬ 
verted  into  coins.  Additional  amounts  were  sent  to  the 
branch  mints  at  New  Orleans,  Charlotte,  and  Dahlonega. 
Shipments  were  in  gold  ingots,  coins,  and  sometimes  in  nug¬ 
gets  and  particles  weighed  and  packaged.  Tens  of  millions  of 
dollars  in  gold  were  shipped  each  year. 

Mints  in  California 

Beginning  in  1849,  and  continuing  into  the  mid  1850s, 
several  private  coining  firms  set  up  business  in  California, 
including  Moffat  &  Company,  joined  by  Pacific  Company, 
J.S.  Ormsby,  Dubosq,  Schultz,  and  others. 

Perhaps  the  first  coiner  was  Norris,  Gregg  &  Norris, 
but  no  records  exist  to  confirm  this.  In  1851  Moffat  imple¬ 
mented  a  contract  with  the  federal  government  and  be¬ 
came  known  as  the  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold,  with  Augustus 
Humbert  employed  under  the  title,  U.S.  Assayer  of  Gold.  Be¬ 
ginning  in  1851,  impressive  large  eight-sided  gold  “slugs,” 
were  made,  affording  a  convenient  way  to  transport  gold. 
Rectangular  ingots  were  also  made  for  larger  transactions  and 
exports.  In  the  early  1850s,  Wass,  Molitor  &  Co.  and  Kellogg 
&.  Co.  became  important. 

In  1854  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened,  using  facilities  for¬ 
merly  occupied  by  the  U.S.  As¬ 
say  Office  of  Gold.  During  the 
first  year,  gold  coins  were  struck 
there  of  the  $1,  $2.50,  $5,  $10, 
and  $20  denominations.  It  took 
a  while  for  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  to  become  fully  opera¬ 
tional,  and  during  this  time,  pri¬ 
vate  minters  still  flourished.  In 
the  same  year  and  in  1855, 

Kellogg  &.  Company  and  Wass, 

Molitor  &  Company  were  ac¬ 
tive  and  stnick  many  $20  pieces, 


John  Glover  Kellogg 


Havana 


Day  1 9 — Arriving  at  Havana 
Monday,  September  7,  1857 
Overnight  in  Havana  Harbor 


Aspinwall 


Panama 


LXty  I  of  the  I  reinsure  Voyage 
IHuiuiuv  August  20,  1857 

(Juki  treasure  leaves  Sou 
Front  Lu  o  on  tlw  S.S.  Sonora 
In  the  Pacific  Ocean  en  route 
to  Panama 


//u i  it  At 


Now  York 


ra  net  sco 


Day  24  Saturday, 
September  12,  1857 
The  S.S.  Central  America 
in  great  distress 
The  ship  is  lost 
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Du>  2 — At  sea 
August  21.  1857 


latv  3 — At  sea 
August  22,  1857 


Day  23 — The  hurricane  continues 
Friday,  September  11,  1857 


Day  4 — At  sea 
August  2  3,  1857 


Da>  22 — Hurricane  at  sea! 
Thursday,  September  10,  1857 


Du>  5 — At  sea 
August  24.  1857 


Day  21  September  9,  1857 
Rough  weather  intensifies 


Day  6 — At  sea 
August  25,  1857 


Day  20 — Leaving  Havana 
Tuesday,  September  8,  1857 
Strong  winds  in  the  afternoon 


Day  7 — At  sea 
August  26,  1857 


Day  8 — At  sea 
August  27,  1857 


Day  1 8 — At  sea 
September  6,  1857 


Day  1 1 — At  sea 
September  5,  1857 


Day  16 — At  sea 
September  4,  1857 
In  the  Atlantic  Ocean 


Day  13  Tuesday,  September  1,  1857 
Overnight  stop  at  the  port  of  Acapulco 


Day  9 — At  sea 
August  28,  1857 


Day  10 — At  sea 
August  29,  1857 


Day  1 1 — At  sea 
August  30,  1857 

Day  12 — At  sea 
August  31,  1857 


The  Treasure  Voyage 

August  20-September  12, 1857 

S.S.  Sonora/Panama  Railroad/S.S.  Central  America 


Day  14  Wednesday, 
September  2,  1857 
Arrival  in  the  Qulf  of 
Panama 


Day  15  Thursday,  September  3,  1857 
Arrival  at  Panama  City 
Riding  the  Panama  Railroad  overland 
Qoing  aboard  the  S.S.  Central  America 


although  Wass,  Molitor  made  some  impressive  $50  coins  as  well. 
After  1855  there  was  no  private  coinage  in  San  Francisco. 

Kellogg  &  Co.  and  a  Special  $50  Coin 

In  1855  although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  had  been  in  op¬ 
eration  for  over  a  year,  Kellogg  <St  Co.  was  still  vital  to  the 
economy.  On  May  1,  1855,  the  Alta  California  noted  that 
about  $1.5  million  was  the  largest  coinage  per  month  from 
the  San  Francisco  Mint,  whereas  Kellogg  &.  Co.  for  many 
weeks  made  from  $60,000  to  $80,000  worth  of  coins  per  day. 

During  1855  dies  were  prepared  for  a  Kellogg  $50  coin  of 
round  format,  the  obverse  depicting  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty 
similar  to  federal  $20  coinage,  but  of  larger  size.  The  reverse 
of  the  $50  illustrated  an  eagle  perched  on  a  rock,  holding  a 
shield,  an  adaptation  of  the  motif  used  for  certain  U.S.  Assay 
Office  of  Gold  issues  of  1851-2.  These  large,  impressive  $50 
coins  are  known  today  only  in  Proof  format  and  may  have 
been  samples  or  presentation  pieces.  Only  about  a  dozen  are 
believed  to  exist  today.  When  offered  at  auction  or  privately 
such  coins  have  attracted  a  lot  of  attention.  Examples  have 
been  priced  in  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  each! 

ALL  ABOUT  THE  1855  KELLOGG  &  CO. 

$50  GOLD  COINS  GEM  PROOF 
COMMEMORATIVE  RESTRIKES 

•  Incredible  Importance:  Only  about  a  dozen  original 
1855  Kellogg  $50  coins  are  known,  each  valued  at  $200,000 
or  so  (if  you  can  find  one  for  sale),  and  none  of  which  is  a 
gem  Proof.  These  coins  are  legendary  rarities.  The  closely  re¬ 


lated  commemorative  restrikes,  created  by  transfer  die  process 
from  the  original  1855  dies,  are  of  even  finer  quality  and  are 
highly  affordable.  As  such,  the  presently  offered  restrikes  are 
of  great  importance. 

•  Incredible  Quality:  Each  1855  commemorative  restrike 
has  been  carefully  struck  with  a  gem  Proof  finish — creating  a 
specimen  of  exquisite  quality  and  beauty.  Moreover,  each  restrike 
has  been  fitted  in  a  custom  display  case  with  a  hand-hammered 
copper  frame  and  gold- imprinted  purple  ribbons — modeled  after 
the  Panama-Pacific  commemorative  frame  created  by  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  jewelers,  Shreve  &  Co.,  for  the  famous  191 5-S  Panama-Pa¬ 
cific  commemorative  coins. 

•  Distinguished  Sponsorship:  The  California  Historical 
Society  has  lent  its  imprimatur  to  the  project.  As  the  C.H.S. 
is  a  famous  archive  and  repository  for  Gold 

Rush  history,  research,  and  memora¬ 
bilia,  and  is  the  organization  in  its 
field,  this  is  a  very  important  ca¬ 
chet  and  endorsement. 

•  Gold  from  the  Gold 
Rush  and  the  “Ship  of 
Gold":  Each 
has  been 
from  gold  taken 
from  a  unique 
and  original 
Gold  Rush  in¬ 
got  made  in 
San  Francisco 
by  Kellogg  & 


Humbert — the  same 
John  G.  Kellogg  who  is¬ 
sued  the  fabulous  1855 
original  $50.  Each  ingot 
was  a  part  of  the  recov¬ 
ered  treasure  from  the 
most  famous  of  all  finds, 
“The  Ship  of  Gold,”  the 

S.S.  Central  America, 
lost  at  sea  on  September 
12,  1857,  of  which  four 
hooks  have  been  written 
and  the  History  Chan¬ 
nel  and  other  media 
have  featured. 

•  An  Important  His¬ 
torical  Restrike  In  Its  Own  Right:  As  the  reverse  inscription 
is  new  and  different;  there  is  no  possibility  for  confusing  the 
restrike  with  the  original.  Indeed,  the  1855  commemorative 
restrike,  with  the  inscription  on  the  reverse  ribbon  mention¬ 
ing  the  S.S.  Central  America  and  C.H.S.  (California  Histori¬ 
cal  Society)  will  be  collected  separately  and  is  listed  in  the 
latest  (2002  edition)  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins,  Kenneth  E. 
Bressett,  editor,  the  standard  reference  on  American  coinage. 

•  Struck  in  San  Francisco:  To  further  increase  the  impor¬ 
tance  of, phis  incredible  commemorative  restrike,  special  ar¬ 
rangements  were  made,  and  the  pieces  were  struck  at  the 
Presidio,  near  the  site  of  the  1915  Panama- Pacific  Exposition. 

•  Limited  Edition:  No  more  than  5,000  specimens  can  be 
struck,  creating  a  strictly  limited  edition. 

•  Individual  Craftsmanship:  Each  separate  restrike  is 
hand  counterstamped  on  the  reverse  with  its  date  of  striking, 
as  was  the  first  U.S.  commemorative  coin — the  1848  CAL 
$2.50  gold. 

•  Summary:  The  combination  of  the  original  Gold  Rush 
gold  from  the  assay  office  of  Kellogg  &  Humbert,  its  connection 
with  the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure,  the  rarity  and  incredible 
value  of  the  related  original  1855,  the  limited  edition  of  the  com¬ 
memorative  restrike,  the  connection  with  the  California  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  the  gem  Proof  finish,  and  the  elegant  display  case  is 
unequalled  in  modem  American  numismatic  history. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  PROJECT 

By  incredibly  fortuituous  circumstances,  the  original  dies 
for  the  1855  Kellogg  $50  gold  coin  survived.  For  many  years 
they  were  owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Cutler,  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  later  passing  into  the  hands  of  a  modern  numismatist. 

The  California  Historical  Society,  fascinated  by  the  do¬ 
nation  to  them  of  several  treasure  items  by  the  California 
Gold  Marketing  Group  and  intrigued  by  the  story  ot  the 

S.S.  Central  America,  contacted  Dwight  Manley  and  dis¬ 
cussed  creating  a  truly  historical  commemorative  coin  struck 
from  the  gold  recovered  from  the  ship.  The  California  His¬ 
torical  Society,  repository  of  many  priceless  Gold  Rush  arti¬ 
facts  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  facilities  for  research 
and  study,  perfected  an  arrangement  whereby  if  the  restrikes 


could  be  made,  they  would  be  issued  under  their  imprimatur, 
and  so  marked,  with  a  percentage  ot  the  sales  price  going  to 
the  Society  to  further  research  in  the  field. 

Th  e  more  Dwight  thought  about  it,  the  more  excited  he 
became!  Soon,  he  made  arrangements  with  the  Gallery  Mint, 
well-known  private  coiners,  to  make  new  transfer  dies  directly 
from  the  originals,  to  polish  them  to  the  gem  deep  mirror 
Proof  surface  used  on  the  originals,  and  to  commemorate  the 
occasion  as  well  as  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  originals,  to 
include  in  carefully  formed  with-serif  letters  on  the  reverse 
ribbon  (normally  blank),  “S.S.  Central  America  Gold. 
C.H.S.” 

By  January  2001,  several  specimen  coins  had  been  struck. 
Each  was  found  to  be  exactly  as  hoped  for:  A  dazzling  gem 
Proof  1855-dated  Kellogg  &  Co.  $50  gold  coin,  related  to  the 
originals  and  numismatically  enhanced  by  the  hand-stamped 
inscription  and  new  pedigree. 


From  the  Gold  Fields  to  the 
Bottom  of  the  Sea 


\l  A/ 


The  gold  was  obtained  from  melting  some  of  the  larger, 
heavier  Kellogg  &  Humbert  gold  ingots  recovered  from  the 

S.S.  Central  America — thus  not  only 
making  them  from  gold  carried  aboard 
the  famous  ship,  but  at  the  same  time 
from  gold  specifically  processed  by  John 
Glover  Kellogg,  who  in  1855  was  the 
proprietor  of  Kellogg  &  Co.!  Never  be¬ 
fore  in  the  field  of  western  numismatic 
Americana  has  such 
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a  coin  been  made — 
with  unique  ties  to  the 
past. 

As  only  a  small 
amount  of  gold  is 
available  for  the 
project,  the  striking 
quantity  has  been 
limited  to  no  more 
than  5,000  examples. 
Each  has  been  show¬ 
cased  in  a  glass- 
fronted  hammered 
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copper  frame,  with  gold-lettered  purple  ribbons  as  identifica¬ 
tion,  modeled  after  the  hammered  copper  frames  created  tor 
the  1915-S  P  anama- Pacific  commemorative  coin  series  by 
Shreve  &  Co.  Samuel  Shreve,  founder,  at  age  27  was  actually 
aboard  the  S.S.  Central  America  and  was  rescued  by  the  Brig 
Marine ! 

It  is  anticipated  that  these  1855  Kellogg  &.  Co.  $50  gold 
restrikes  will  be  highly  prized  by  their  owners  and  will  forever 
remain  a  tangible  link  to  “The  days  of  old,  the  days  of  gold, 
the  days  of  ’49.” 


Making  the  dies 

Shown  here  are  special 
private  photographs  taken 
at  the  Gallery  Mint,  show¬ 
ing  the  unique  and  careful 
process  by  which  the  trans¬ 
ferred  dies  for  the  fabulous 
1855  Kellogg  $50  restrike, 
were  made.  Also  shown  is 
the  process  in  which 
“original”  Kellogg  & 
Humbert  gold  ingots,  made 
in  San  Francisco  under  the 
direction  of  John  G.  Kellogg,  from  gold  recently  mined,  were 
used  to  provide  gold  for  striking  your  $50  piece! 

The  entire  process  was  done  very  carefully  under  the  high¬ 
est  security  and  in  immaculate  laboratory  conditions.  Every 
piece  produced  will  be  carefully  documented  so  as  to  preserve 
the  integrity  of  your  restrike  forever. 


Left:  Untrimmed  working  die  used 
to  make  the  obverse  of  the  fabulous 
18 55  Kellogg  &  $50  restrike. 


Right:  Transfer  die  or  “ positive ” 
used  to  make  the  working  die. 


Sizing  the  steel  billet  used  for 
one  of  the  restrike  dies. 


Examining  one  of  the  dies 
during  its  preparation  process. 


Bair  of  original  $50  gold  coin  dies  cut  in  San  Francisco  in  1855  by 
talented  engraver  Ferdinand  Qruner.  Remarkably,  these  dies  have 
survived  in  superb  preservation  for  nearly  a  century  and  a  half — 
arid  were  used  in  the  production  of  the  working  dies  that  made 
1855  restrikes  in  2001 . 


Preparing  the  Gold 

Close-up  view  of  the  gold  ingot 
during  frre(>aration — whic  h 
yielded  authentic  (fold  Rush  era 
gold  from  Kellogg  &  Humbert, 
from  tvhich  the  Kellogg  &  Co. 
1855  restrikes  were  coined — 
giving  an  incredible,  remarkable 
direct  connection  from  “The 
Days  of  Old,  the  Days  of  Qold, 
the  Days  of  Forty  Nine,”  and 
ivith  today,  2001. 


Qold  Rush  ingot  ready  to 
be  made  into  planchets  for 
the  limited-edition  1855 
Kellogg  &  Co.  restrike. 


80 

'  20CH  Cits'. 


A  proprietary  mark  is  claimed  for  the 
“C.H.S.”  counterstamp  by  California 
Qold  Marketing  Qroup,  LLC.  All 
rights  reserved,  used  by  permission. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  your  authorized  Kellogg 
$50  Restrike  dealer.  No  more  than  5,000  specimens  can  be 
struck,  creating  a  strictly  limited  edition.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  or  to  place  your  order,  contact  Gail  Watson  or  Mark 
Borckardt  at  800-222-5993. 

PRICES  ARE  DETERMINED  BY  THE  DATE  STRUCK: 

AUGUST  20TH  (first  day  of  striking)  .  $4,995 

set  sail  from  Satt  Francisco 

“AT  SEA  DATES”  (8/21  to  9/2) . $4,695 

SEPTEMBER  3RD . $4,995 

treasure  crossed  Aspinwall  via  the  Panama  Railroad 

“AT  SEA  DATES”  (9  /  4  to  9  / 1 1 ) . $4,695 

SEPTEMBER  12TH  (last  day  of  striking) . $4,995 

S.S.  Central  America  sinks  in  hurricane 

MILESTONE  TRIO  (8/20,  9/3,  9/12)  .  $14,500 

Set  includes  a  restrike  from  each  of  the  above  dates. 

COMPLETE  VOYAGE  SET  (8/20  to  9/12) ...  $104,000 

24  total  restrikes,  one  from  each  date! 
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Colonial,  Copper 


&  Nickel  Coins 


Colonial  and 
Early  American 
Coins 

Our  presentation  of  colonial  and  early  Ameri¬ 
can  coins  is  highlighted  by  several  very  attractive 
1787  Fugio  cents — an  ideal  opportunity  to  add 
one  of  these  interesting  pieces  to  your  collection. 
Copper  cents  of  Vermont,  New  Jersey,  and  other 
issuers  are  desirable,  as  are  several  elusive  Bolen 
copies  along  with  brief  notes  regarding  Bolen 
which  may  he  of  interest  to  readers. 

Dave  Bowers’  new  book,  Fifty  Favorite  Nu~ 
mismatic  Pearls,  is  expected  to  reach  print  by 
early  2002,  following  a  couple  other  book 
projects  in  the  works.  This  will  contain  several 
expanded  features  on  early  American  coins, 
commencing  with  the  classic  165 2 -dated  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling,  and  is  expected  to  he 
of  wide  interest.  Watch  for  announcements! 

Basic  information:  The  field  of  colonial  and 
early  American  coins  includes  many  different 
issues.  The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  is  a 
good  passport  to  gain  basic  knowledge.  Beyond 
that,  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins  offers  much  information 
between  two  covers,  and  at  a  reasonable  price 
(check  our  Books  for  Sale  section).  Further,  it 
your  interest  becomes  specialized,  there  are  a 
number  of  excellent  monographs  and  studies, 
some  of  which  are  out  of  print,  and  others  which 
are  easily  obtainable.  If  you  are  interested  in  his¬ 
tory,  an  absolute  must  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s 
1 875  work,  The  Early  Coins  of  America,  available 
in  reprint  form. 

The  Colonial  Newsletter,  published  hy  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  (155th  Street 
and  Broadway,  New  York  City),  is  the  forum  for 
the  exchange  of  information  and  ideas  in  the 
field  and  is  highly  recommended.  The  Society 
also  has  a  dandy  collection  of  early  American 
coins — the  finest  hy  far  in  the  hands  of  any  in¬ 
stitution.  In  Colorado  Springs  the  ANA 
Museum  has  a  selection  of  colonial  coins  includ¬ 
ing  a  full  set  of  the  basic  “Ryder  varieties”  of 
Vermont  coppers,  these  having  been  gathered 
under  the  curatorial  eye  of  Robert  Hoge,  who  in 
recent  times  has  left  the  ANA  to  secure  a  cu- 


ratorship  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
New  York.  Incoming  curator  Larry  Lee,  erst¬ 
while  overseer  of  the  Byron  Reed  Collection  in 
Omaha,  now  is  in  place  at  the  ANA  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs. 

Undated  (c.1694)  Elephant  token.  Breen- 186. 
Hodder-2B.  GOD  PRESERVE  LON¬ 
DON.  Thick  planchet.  VF-35  (PCGS). 
Highly  attractive  with  pleasing  deep  brown 
surfaces  and  few  very  minor  imperfections, 
mostly  from  the  original  planchet  prior  to 
striking.  The  inscription  is  traditionally  as¬ 
cribed  to  a  plea  for  relief  of  the  great  plague 

that  struck  London  in  this  era .  1 ,050 

1760  Hihemia-Voce  Populi.  Breen-227,  Nelson- 
3,  Zelinka-7E.  “VOOE”  spelling;  not  an  er¬ 
ror,  hut  caused  by  a  die  break  connecting  the 
top  and  bottom  of  the  opening  in  a  normal 
letter  C.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Satiny  medium 
brown  surfaces . 379 

Desirable  1766  Pitt  Halfpenny 
“A  Friend  to  America” 


1766  Pitt  token  or  medalet.  Breen-251.  EF-45 

(PCGS).  Copper.  Pleasing  light  olive  with 
smooth  surfaces.  Not  perfectly  centered  with 
some  obverse  lettering  partly  off  the 
planchet.  British  statesman  Pitt  was  a  friend 
to  America,  as  the  inscription  on  the  token 
notes.  At  the  time,  the  detested  Stamp  Act 
was  one  of  several  points  of  contention.  All 
told,  a  nice  example  of  this  important  early 

issue . 2,495 

1740-P  French  Colonies.  Sou  marque.  Breen- 
540.  AU-55.  Pewter  gray  surfaces  with 

golden  highlights .  395 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris-6D.  Large 
Planchet,  Plain  Shield.  EF-45  (PCGS). 
Well  centered  with  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces .  1,195 

1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M-32T.  EF-40.  Well 
centered  with  medium  brown  surfaces.  1 ,095 


Choice  1787  M-46e  New  Jersey  Copper 


1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris-46e.  Small 
Planchet,  Plain  Shield.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Glossy  chocolate  brown  surfaces.  Middle  die 
state,  obverse  shows  the  well-known  heavy 
die  clash,  but  in  a  state  earlier  than  when  it 
obscured  the  date.  A  very  nice  coin. .  2,695 
1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M-46e.  Small 
Planchet,  Plain  Shield.  EF-45  (PCGS). 
Attractive  medium  brown  surfaces. ...  1,195 
1786  Vermont  copper.  Baby  Head.  Ryder-9. 
Rarity-4+.  F-12.  Struck  on  an  irregular 
planchet  (as  always  seen)  from  naively  pre¬ 
pared  dies — a  typical  “rustic”  Vermont  cop¬ 
per,  this  being  an  early  entry  into  the  portrait 
series .  1,175 

Struck  within  the  borders  of  the  “state”  of  Ver¬ 
mont  under  the  auspices  of  Reuben  Harmon,  Jr.  Al¬ 
though  Vermont  aspired  to  statehood,  this  did  not 
occur  until  1791,  this  being  after  the  coinage. 

1794  Franklin  Press  token.  Breen- 1 165.  AU- 

55  (PCGS).  Superb  medium  brown  with 
glossy  surfaces  and  outstanding  visual  appeal 
for  the  issue.  Typical  die  break  on  press.  This 
American-associated  token  was  struck  in 
1 794  for  the  printing  firm  of  Cox  and  Bayliss, 
printers  who  used  the  same  press  young  Ben 
Franklin  worked  on  during  his  1726  stay  in 
London,  a  device  which  currently  resides  in 
the  Smithsonian  Institution.  A  specimen  of 
this  popular  issue  to  please  the  type  collector 
or  advanced  colonial  specialist .  575 

1795  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  cent.  Breen-1035. 

AU-58  (PCGS).  Lovely  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 595 


call  To  Order 

800-222-5993 
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Pleasing  1787  Fugio  Cent 
Mint  State 


1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-13X.  Four  Cinquefoils. 
STATES  UNITED.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS). 
Attractive  medium  brown  surfaces.  Struck 
under  the  auspices  of  Congress,  this  is  actu¬ 
ally  the  first  “United  States  cent.”  A  lovely 
specimen  that  will  be  enjoyed  for  a  long  time 
by  its  next  owner . 2,695 

The  Bank  of  New  York  Hoard 

The  Bank  of  New  York,  founded  in  1784,  came 
into  possession  of  a  keg  of  original  1787  Fugio  copper 
cents  sometime  around  the  time  they  were  manufac¬ 
tured.  Over  a  period  of  many  years,  beginning  at  least 
by  1859,  bank  officials  passed  these  out  to  favored 
clients  and  employees  and  made  some  available  to 


The  most  recent  issue  of  Bottles 
and  Extras,  published  by  the  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Historical  Bottle  Collec¬ 
tors,  featured  an  advertisement 
from  the  New  Jersey  Antique 
Bottle  Club,  whose  logotype  will  be 
quite  familiar  to  numismatists  and 
which  is  shown  above.  The  motif  is 
taken  from  New  Jersey  copper 
cents  circa  1786-1788. 

The  same  issue  addressed  certain 
patent  medicines,  including  those 
which  helped  users  lose  weight,  such 
as  “Allan’s  Anti-Fat,  the  great  rem¬ 
edy  for  corpulency,”  described  as 
“purely  vegetable  and  perfectly 
harmless. .  .taken  according  to  direc¬ 
tions  it  will  reduce  a  fat  person  from 
2  to  5  pounds  a  week.”  The  editor 
noted:  J.C.  Allan’s  formula  con¬ 
tained  100-proof  spirits  among  other 
ingredients — apparently  making  it 
quite  pleasant  to  take! 


numismatists.  Included  were  some  of  the  scarce  type 
with  UNITED  above  and  STATES  below  on  the  label 
at  the  center  of  the  reverse  (in  contrast,  most  other 
varieties  have  these  words  to  the  left  and  right  sides). 

Walter  Breen  has  written  that  a  keg  containing 
fewer  than  5,000  coins  was  deposited  in  1788  at  the 
Bank  of  New  York,  44  Wall  Street,  and  remained 
unopened  until  1 856.  After  this  time  the  hoard  became 
widely  known  and,  among  other  citations,  was  men¬ 
tioned  as  follows  by  W.C.  Prime  in  his  book,  Coins, 
Medals  and  Seals  (copyright  1860,  published  in  1861 ): 

“W ithin  the  past  year  a  keg  of  these  [Fugio]  coppers 
was  found  in  the  vault  of  a  New  York  City  hank,  in  fresh 
proof  [sic;  this  term  was  not  well  defined  in  1860] 
condition.  This  statement  has  been  doubted;  but  we  are 
indebted  to  the  cashier  for  fine  specimens  of  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  keg,  which  abundantly  prove  the  truth  of  the 
story.  A  recent  discovery  of  the  old  dies,  and  possibly  a 
manufacture  of  new  dies,  or  repairing  and  retouching  the 
old,  has  made  these  coins  very  common  in  various 
metals  [this  is  a  comment  on  Horatio  N.  Rust’s  Fugio 
“discovery”  and  “restrike”  caper,  details  of  which  are 
given  in  the  book,  American  Treasures  and  Hoards], 

By  about  1948  some  1,641  pieces  remained  in 
possession  of  the  bank  and  were  numismatically  ana¬ 
lyzed  by  Damon  G.  Douglas.  It  was  learned  that  the 
pieces  were  made  from  two  batches  of  planchets  weigh¬ 
ing  on  average  143  grains  and  155  grains  respectively. 
Today,  numerous  Bank  of  New  York  Fugio  coppers  are 
in  private  collections,  and  a  selection  is  in  the  cabinet 
ol  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  New  York  [cf. 
Breen,  Encyclopedia,  1988,  p.  147;  other  sources].  The 
typical  piece  (such  as  the  plentiful  Kessler  -  Newman 
variety  12-X)  is  somewhat  casually  struck,  lightly  de¬ 
fined  in  certain  areas  (especially  at  the  bottom  of  the 
obverse),  and  is  apt  to  have  carbon  streaks  or  planchet 
rifts.  Coloration  is  likely  to  be  a  blend  of  original  mint 
red  with  brown  toning. 

Among  the  varieties  in  the  Bank  of  New  York 
hoard,  the  KN  13-X,  as  offered  here,  is  one  seen  with 
some  frequency. 

Lustrous  1787  Fugio  cent 
1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-13X.  STATES 
UNITED.  Four  Cinquefoils.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Well  centered  with  lustrous  me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces .  1,995 

1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-16H.1.  Rarity-6. 
United  States.  Four  Cinquefoils.  EF-40 
(PCGS).  Attractive  with  nice  details  for  the 

grade .  1,195 

1787  Fugio  cent.  KN-104-FF.  New  Haven 
“restrike.”  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red 
and  brown.  Very  attractive.  This  coin  was 
the  subject  of  a  curious  caper  involving  C. 
Wyllys  Betts,  Horatio  Rust,  and  perhaps  a 
few  others.  If  the  buyer  of  this  piece  would 
like  expanded  detail,  a  letter  to  the  editor 
(QDB)  will  bring  a  little  “file.” .  1,175 


Half  Cents 

Half  cents  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  embrace  a  selection  of  19th-century  issues. 
Half  cents  never  seem  to  go  out  of  style,  and 
each  time  we  build  an  inventory  it  seems  to  sell 
quickly.  This  reminds  us  to  suggest  that  when 
time  comes  for  you  to  sell  your  collection,  we 
will  he  enthusiastic,  eager  buyers — either  for 
outright  purchase  or  for  a  consignment  to  one  of 
our  sales. 


Important  1796  Half  Cent  Rarity 
Pole  to  Cap  Variety 


1796  Breen-2,  Cohen- 1.  With  Pole.  EF-45 

(PCGS).  Attractive  chocolate  brown  sur¬ 
faces  devoid  of  all  hut  a  few  trivial  blem¬ 
ishes.  A  thoroughly  pleasing  example  of 
one  of  the  great  classics  among  American 
numismatic  rarities — a  variety  that  has 
been  sought  and  cherished  ever  since  nu¬ 
mismatics  became  a  popular  hobby  (com¬ 
mencing  in  a  significant  way  in  the  late 
1850s).  Walter  Breen  has  estimated  that 
just  1,390  half  cents  of  the  date  were 
struck,  a  figure  that  includes  the  present 
variety  and  also  the  1796  half  cent  with¬ 
out  pole.  Although  Breen’s  estimates  of¬ 
ten  must  be  seasoned  with  a  large  grain  of 
salt,  it  is  certain  that  the  actual  mintage 
of  this  super-rare  date  was  very  low.  Over 
a  long  period  of  years,  only  a  few  1 796  half 
cents  in  any  grade  have  been  included  in 
our  inventory.  With  the  addition  of  this 
single  coin  your  collection  of  half  cents 
automatically  becomes  one  of  the  most 
important  in  existence! . 49,500 

1808  B-3,  C-3.  Net-VF-30.  Nicely  struck  with 
chocolate  brown  surfaces .  595 

Lustrous  1825  Half  Cent 

1825  B-2,  C-2. MS-64  BN.  An  outstanding 

example  with  deep  olive  lustre  and  pale  blu¬ 
ish  iridescence .  1,850 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-53  (ANACS).  Attractive 

light  tan  surfaces .  199 

1828  B-l,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS). 
Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces . 695 

1828  B-l,  C-l.  13  Stars.  MS-63  BN  (NGC). 
Very  attractive  medium  brown  surfaces.  395 

1832  B-l,  C-l .  Rarity-2.  13  Stars.  AU-50.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces .  149 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  lustrous  dark  brown  obverse. 
The  reverse  is  lighter  tan  with  iridescent 
highlights.  Exquisite  detail  and  excellent 
lustre . 525 

Tiny  obverse  die  crack  links  stars  2-7.  All  1835  half 
cents — circulation  strikes  as  well  as  Proofs — were  made 
from  one  die  pair,  causing  all  sorts  of  complexities 
when  a  prooflike  piece  (of  which  this  is  not  one)  is 
found! 

1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Well 
struck  medium  brown  surfaces . 395 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  BN  (PC X iS)  I  ustrous 

medium  brown  surfaces.  A  handsome,  desir¬ 
able  coin . 545 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD.  A  lovely  example 
with  full  orange  lustre  and  hints  of  brown  on 
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the  very  highest  design  points.  Typical  late 
die  state  with  weak  obverse  and  reverse  bor¬ 
ders . 675 

1855  B- 1 ,  C-l.  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  dark 
brown  is  blended  with  natural  pinkish  orange 

lustre . 625 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55.  Attractive  medium 

brown  surfaces .  1 79 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50.  Even  medium  brown 
surfaces.  A  lovely  specimen  of  the  last  year  of 
issue . 255 

According  to  Mint  Director  James  Ross 
Snowden,  most  of  mintage  of  the  1857  half  cent, 
made  in  January  of  that  year,  was  held  hack  at  the 
Mint  and  not  released. 


Large  Cents 

Our  selection  of  large  copper  cents  includes 
many  interesting  varieties,  none  more  so  than 
the  fabulous  and  rare  1868  copper  cent — a  piece 
so  elusive  that  most  dealers  and  leading  collec¬ 
tors  of  large  copper  cents  have  never  owned  an 
example. 

And,  if  you  don’t  already  have  one,  be  sure  to 
order  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  Early  U.S. 
Cents  1 793-18I4.*Written  in  the  inimitable  (re¬ 
ally)  Breen  style,  the  book  was  edited  by  our  own 
Mark  R.  Borckardt  and  utilized  much  informa¬ 
tion  from  Del  Bland  and  many  members  of  the 
Early  American  Coppers  Club.  There  is  probably 
more  information  in  the  book  than  you  or  any¬ 
one  else  can  possibly  use,  but  this  enables  you  to 
pick  and  choose — and  for  any  given  single  vari¬ 
ety  to  gain  about  all  that  was  known  to  the  late 
researcher  when  he  compiled  his  manuscript. 
Recently,  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  gave 
this  great  volume  its  highly  regarded  “Book  of 
the  Year  Award.” 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of 
large  cents  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality  dupli¬ 
cates?  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash  reserve 
just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Contact  Gor¬ 
don  Wrubel  or  Mark  Borckardt  today! 

1797  Sheldon-131  Cent 
Stemless  Wreath 


1797  Sheldon-131.  Rarity-2.  No  Stems, 
Reverse  of  1797.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  high-grade  specimen  of  this  dis¬ 
tinctive  stemless  type — a  classic  for  many 

years . 3,495 

1  797  S-l  39.  VG-8.  Well  centered  chocolate  sur¬ 
faces .  169 


Nearly  Mint  State  1802  S-230  Cent 


1802  S-230,  B-8.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Medium 
brown  surfaces  with  red  highlights.  Very 
close  to  Mint  State.  Ideal  for  the  date  and 


variety . 2,995 

1803  S-256.  Rarity-3.  G-4 . 49 


Attractive  1803  S-258  Cent 
1803  S-258.  EF-45.  Attractive  medium  brown 
surfaces  with  tan  highlights.  A  pleasing  coin 
that  will  nicely  answer  the  connoisseur’s  call 
for  a  high-grade  example  of  this  date  and  va¬ 
riety .  1,695 

1805  S-267,  B-l.  Net  EF-40,  Sharpness  and 
quality  of  AU-50  or  slightly  finer,  but  with  a 
hint  of  microscopic  porosity  in  places.  Still, 
a  beautiful  example  of  the  only  variety  of  the 
date.  Superb  medium  tan  with  some  deeper 
highlights.  This  is  an  “eye-catcher”  of  a  large 
cent,  and  definitely  a  strong  value  for  the 
grade .  1,395 

Small  Date  1812  Large  Cent 
1812  S-288,  B-3.  Small  Date.  Rarity-2.  EF-40 

(PCGS).  Well  centered  chocolate  brown 
surfaces .  1,795 

Choice  1817  N-9  Large  Cent 
Well  Struck  and  Beautiful 
1817  Newcomb-9.  13  Stars.  MS-64  BN.  Well 
struck  with  iridescent  surfaces .  1,695 

1817  N- 14.  13  Stars.  MS-63  BN.  Lovely  light 

tan  surfaces . 629 

1818  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown  surfaces.  Pedigreed  to  the  Benson 
sale . 695 

1820  N-13  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN.  (PCGS). 
Sharply  struck  with  highly  lustrous  tan  sur¬ 
faces  accented  by  pale  blue  toning.  Among 
Randall  Hoard  varieties  from  1816  to  1820, 
this  die  variety  is  the  most  sharply  detailed, 
a  wonderful  candidate  for  the  type  collec¬ 
tor . 1,195 

1820  N-13.  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

with  attractive  iridescent  colors .  1,295 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  Deep  chocolate 
brown  surfaces.  A  lovely  high-grade  example 
of  the  second  rarest  date  (1823  being  the  rar¬ 
est)  among  later  copper  cents  1816-1857. 
Not  often  do  we  have  one  this  nice!  .  1 ,295 

Notable  1823  Restrike 
Ex  Naftzger  Collection 
1823  Restrike  MS-65  RD.  A  wonderful  ex¬ 


ample  with  fully  red  surfaces  and  just  a  hint 
of  delightful  pale  blue  toning  on  the  highest 
points.  The  various  cent  restrikes  were  the 
subject  of  a  talk  presented  by  Mark  Borckardt 
at  the  1996  ANS  Coinage  of  the  Americas 
Conference.  Nice  pedigree! .  2,150 

Very  late  die  state  with  obverse  and  reverse  die 
cracks  fully  develojsed,  including  a  branch  from  the 
primary  reverse  die  crack  through  TE  of  STATES 

From  [he  collection  of  R  E.  Naftzger,  Jr 

1830  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Sharply  struck 

with  considerable  lustre.  A  lovely  example 
for  the  specialist .  595 

This  employs  the  same  obverse  die  used  on  N-l 
and  N-10,  with  a  prominent  raised  scrihe  line  in  the 
field  near  the  dentils,  etc. 

1831  N-6.  Large  Letters.  VF-20.  Well  centered 

tan  surfaces . 59 

1837  N-3.  Plain  Hair  Cords,  Large  Letters. 
MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  and  attractive  with 
splashes  of  orange  lustre .  595 

Plain  Hair  Cords— this  being  the  traditional  style. 
In  this  year  the  Beaded  Hair  Cords  were  adopted  and 
were  used  continuously  in  later  years,  save  for  the  1 8  39/ 
6  (a  special  situation,  as  it  was  created  from  an  old-style 
die  made  in  1836). 

1837  N-13.  Rarity-2+.  Plain  Hair  Cords.  MS- 
64  BN.  Dark  bluish  steel  lustre  with  consid¬ 
erable  faded  orange  mint  lustre .  1,275 

1853  N-3.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium 

brown  surfaces.  Very  nicely  struck .  745 

1854  N-21.  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  medium 
brown  surfaces  with  some  red  visible. ...  169 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-65  BN.  Consider¬ 
able  faded  orange  lustre  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse.  A  lovely  example  of  the  final  large 
cent  issue .  1 ,375 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB  This  won¬ 
derful  example  has  very  nearly  full  mellow 
orange  mint  lustre  just  beginning  to  fade  to 
attractive  light  brown.  Examples  of  this  final 
issue  are  seldom  encountered  with  orange 
lustre .  1,375 


Eagle  albums 

DISPLAY  YOUR  COLLECTION 

To  enjoy  your  coins,  DIS¬ 
PLAY  them.  With  an  “Eagle”  al¬ 
bum  or  two,  you  have  a  rare  coin 
museum  at  your  fingertips — 
ready  to  enjoy  at  a  moment’s 
notice. 

These  have  been  super-popu¬ 
lar  with  our  clients,  and  no  won¬ 
der!  Order  one,  two,  or  three, 
and  see  for  yourself.  Experience 
a  new  dimension  of  collecting 
pleasure!  And,  we  offer  a  disount 
on  these  as  well.  For  details,  see 
page  21  of  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Com  Review. 
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Small  Cents 

Small  cents,  commencing  with  the  Flying 
Eagle  issues  and  continuing  through  the  Indian 
and  Lincoln  types,  have  been  the  foundation  for 
basic  American  coin  collecting  for  a  long  time. 
While  many  numismatists  begin  their  interest 
with  such  pieces,  often  advanced  collectors  will 
return  to  savor  the  enjoyment  that  choice  and 
rare  specimens  offer. 

The  buying  of  small  cents,  particularly  the 
bronze  issues  (but  not  so  much  the  copper-nickel 
pieces),  takes  quite  a  bit  of  effort  as  surfaces  are 
so  important.  Certified  coins  are  sometimes  nice 
and  sometime  not,  as  you  know  if  you  are  already 
an  established  collector. 

Quality  is  our  forte  here,  and  if  this  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  you  we  believe  you  will  he  delighted. 

Enjoy  the  latest  selection  for  our  Rare  Coin 
Review.  Mark  Borckardt,  Gail  Watson,  Gordon 
Wrubel,  and  others  have  been  traveling  all  over 
the  place  to  write  checks  and  buy  quality 
coins — and  you  are  the  beneficiary  from  their 
connoisseurship! 


A  MEMORABLE  EVENT 

ANA  Headquarters  sent  out 
this  notice  regarding  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  Bass  Collection  ex¬ 
hibit  a  few  months  ago: 

We  plan  to  start  at  10:00  a.m. 
on  Saturday,  July  14-  Because  of  the 
size  of  the  anticipated  crowd,  the 
formal  ceremonies  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  Sculpture  Park  adja¬ 
cent  to  our  property.  A  processional 
will  leave  there  to  cut  the  ribbon  at 
the  entrance.  After  a  tour  of  the  Li¬ 
brary  facilities  and  the  main  level 
galleries,  both  the  Bass  Gallery  and 
our  Main  Gallery,  we  plan  to  ad¬ 
journ  to  the  Parking  Lot. 

Visitors  will  be  hosted  to  a  Buf¬ 
falo  Barbecue,  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Bison  Association.  (It  will  he 
fresh  meat,  not  from  the  full-sized 
buffalo  on  exhibit  in  the  Main  Gal¬ 
lery.)  We  have  set  the  times  with 
deliberation.  We  not  only  want  the 
official  visitors  to  have  toured  the  ex¬ 
hibits  before  feasting  on  Buffalo  Bar¬ 
becue,  hut  for  us  to  be  through  with 
the  open-air  deliberations  and  lunch 
he  fore  the  ‘afternoon  rains’  we  often 
experience  in  July. 

The  event  occurred  as 
planned,  hut  with  no  rain.  We 
attended  and  we  enjoyed  our¬ 
selves  immensely. 


Flying  Eagle  Cents 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A 
lovely  specimen  of  the  first  circulating  year  of 
the  new  Flying  Eagle  design.  Released  to  the 
public  on  May  25,  1857,  the  coins  became  in¬ 
stantly  popular .  1,395 

Beautiful  1857  Cent  with  Half  Dollar  Clash 
1857  From  die  clashed  with  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollar,  and  showing  traces  of  the 
half  dollar  design.  MS-63.  A  wonderful 
lustrous  example.  This  piece  exhibits 
traces  of  clashed  dies  with  a  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollar,  one  of  three  very  curi¬ 
ous  and  related  pieces  of  this  year.  Details 
are  to  he  found  in  the  Snow  and  Bowers 
texts  on  the  subject  (or  will  be  sent  gratis 
to  the  purchaser,  on  request).  An  excep¬ 
tionally  high  grade  specimen  of  this 
American  classic — a  “must  have”  for  the 

advanced  collector!  . 1,895 

1857  Tripled  Date.  MS-63.  Lustrous  light  tan 

surfaces . 595 

1857  AU-50.  A  pleasing  example .  165 

1857  VF-20 . 39 

1858/7  Overdate.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 

example  of  the  only  overdate  in  the  Flying 
Eagle  cent  series . 795 

1858  Large  Letters.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 375 

1858  Small  Letters.  AU-58.  Attractive  light  tan 

surfaces . 215 

1858  Small  Letters.  VF-30.  A  nice  specimen. .  55 

Indian  Head  Cents 

Indian  Head  cents  have  long  been  a  popular 
series,  but  never  as  much  so  as  today.  The  mar¬ 
ket  has  changed  over  the  years,  and  this  series 
seems  to  have  “come  of  age.”  Even  still,  there  are 
many  excellent  opportunities,  especially  when 
searching  for  rare  varieties.  When  you  compare 
price,  do  not  forget  to  compare  quality  as  well. 
Over  a  long  period  of  time  many  collectors  with 
a  penchant  for  quality  have  found  our  coins  to  be 
just  what  they  have  hoped  for.  It  is  for  this  rea¬ 
son  that  once  a  connoisseur  “discovers”  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  he  or  she  tends  to  stay 
with  us  forever. 

Our  current  listing  includes  numerous 
lovely  Mint  State  and  Proof  examples  that  will 
be  a  pleasure  to  own.  To  our  way  of  thinking 
there  are  many  excellent  values  to  be  found 
among  Mint  State  and  Proof  coins  with  red- 
brown  and  hrown  surfaces,  as  these  are  often 
priced  at  far  less  than  “red”  coins,  but  can  be 
nearly  as  heautiful. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection 
of  Indian  Head  cents  for  sale?  Or  some  high 
quality  duplicates?  We  have  a  limitless  (al¬ 
most)  cash  reserve  just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR 
coins!  Contact  Gordon  Wrubel  or  Mark 
Borckardt today! 


1859  Copper-Nickel.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Well 
struck  with  bright  surfaces.  Only  year  with 


the  laurel  wreath  reverse .  245 

1860  MS-63.  Very  lustrous .  185 


Superb  Gem  1862  Cent 


1862  MS-66  (PCGS).  Well  struck  with  won¬ 
derful  lustre.  Although  the  1862  is  hardly 
rare  in  lower  grades,  at  the  MS-66  level  such 
pieces  are  seldom  seen . 2,195 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  glittering  gem  Mint 

State  example  of  an  ever  popular  issue.  Pale 
rose  iridescence  graces  honey  gold  surfaces.  A 
lovely  example  of  what  the  old  timers  in  the 
hobby  refer  to  as  “white”  cents . 975 

1863  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  full  diamonds 
on  the  ribbon  and  full  lines  on  the  shield.  995 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  MS-63.  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample . 465 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  AU-58.  A  very  nice  ex¬ 
ample  with  great  eye  appeal .  115 

1864  Bronze.  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  with  lots  of 
red  visible .  155 

Gem  MS-65  RB  Indian  Cent 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  red  and  hrown  surfaces .  1,595 

1865  Fancy  5.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Attractive 

surfaces  with  some  red  visible .  395 

1865  MS-63  BN.  Attractive  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces .  105 

1865  Doubled  Date.  MS-70.  Lustrous  chocolate 

brown . 79 

1866  MS-63  BN.  A  nice  example  with  some  red 

visible . 345 

1867  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 619 

1867  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  with 
some  red  visible  in  the  protected  areas.  329 

1868  AU-58.  Lovely  mahogany  surfaces....  235 

1870  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red . 695 

1870  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  some  red 

visible . 485 

1872  F-15.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 329 

1872  F-12.  Attractive  light  hrown . 309 

1872  VG-10  (ANACS).  Medium  hrown  sur¬ 
faces .  139 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64  RB.  Brilliant  red  and 
brown.  Very  pleasing  in  every  respect.  .  850 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red 
and  brown  surfaces .  1,345 

1873  Open  3.  MS-64  BN.  Nicely  struck  medium 

brown  surfaces . 350 

1875  Open  5.  AU-50.  Medium  brown .  156 

1874  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  sur 

faces  with  a  hint  of  red  at  the  periphery.  A 
very  pleasing  specimen . 675 
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18(4  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown. .  395 

1875  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
natural  light  orange  mint  lustre  beginning  to 
tone.  Highlighted  by  light  brown  on  both 
obverse  and  reverse . 895 

1875  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  some  red 
visible . 379 

1875  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  .  295 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Very  attractive  about  90% 

red.  A  beautiful  Indian  Head  cent  from 
the  centennial  year  of  American  indepen¬ 
dence  . 1 ,195 

1877  VF-35  (PCGS).  Pleasing  medium  brown 

surfaces.  A  very  nice  example  at  this  grade 
level.  The  consummate  rarity  among  Indian 
cent  dates! .  1,195 

1877  F-15  (ANACS).  Nice  attractive  medium 

brown  surfaces . 995 

1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown  surfaces  with  lots  of  red  on  both 
sides . 895 

1879  MS-64  RB.  Mostly  red .  1 19 

1879  MS-62  BN.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  a 

whisper  of  red  visible .  105 

1880  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown  with 

about  90%  red  on  the  surfaces .  135 

1880  MS-62  BN!  Lustrous  brown  surfaces  with 

highlights  of  red . 85 

1881  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  light  tan  surfaces.  79 

1882  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Well  struck  lustrous 

brown  surfaces .  165 

1882  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  light  brown  surfaces 

with  some  red  on  the  reverse .  125 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium 

brown  surfaces  with  red  highlights .  285 

1883  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown .  165 

1884  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  95% 

red  while  the  reverse  is  about  50%  red  and 
50%  brown.  A  nice  example . 479 

1884  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Brick  red  and  brown 
surfaces.  A  lovely  specimen  that  offers  “a  lot 
of  coin  for  the  money.” .  299 

1884  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  mostly 
red . 239 

1884  MS-64  BN.  Pleasing  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces . . .  165 

1884  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  with 

lots  of  red  visible .  1 19 

1885  AU-58.  Attractive . 99 

1886  Type  1.  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

red  and  brown .  1,095 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and 
brown  surfaces .  1,150 

1886  Type  I.  AU-58.  Lustrous  red  and  brown.  145 

1886  Type  I.  AU-53.  Pleasing  tan  surfaces.  1  35 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red 

and  brown  with  highlights  of  iridescent  col¬ 
ors .  1,195 

The  Type  I!  variety  has  the  last  feather  of  the 
headdress  pointing  hetween  the  C  and  A  of  A  MERIC  .A 
as  opposed  to  the  Type  I  where  the  last  feather  points 
hetween  the  I  andC.  The  Type  I  was  minted  from  1859 
to  1886  and  Type  II  was  minted  from  1886  to  1909. 

1887  AU-58.  Lustrous . 39 


1888  MS-64  BN.  Well  struck  surfaces .  185 


Blazing  1889  Indian  Cent 

1889  Proof-65  RI)  (NGC).  A  full  red  example 
with  some  wonderful  rose  highlights  on 
Miss  Liberty.  Very  difficult  to  locate  in  this 
high  grade  with  full  mint  red  (although  in 
lower  grades  the  1889  is  easy  enough  to 
find) .  1,995 

1889  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown  with  mostly  red .  419 

1891  MS-63  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  some  red 

visible . 70 

1892  Proof-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  rich  brown 

surfaces  with  red  highlights . 349 

1892  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown  surfaces  with  mostly  red . 349 

1892  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  brown . 55 

1893  AU-58.  Lustrous . 35 

1894  AU-58.  Lustrous . 59 

1895  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown,  with 

about  80%  red .  110 

1895  MS-64  BN.  Pleasing  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 65 

1892  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces.  ..  35 

1896  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  hints  of 

red . 65 

1897  MS-64  BN.  Lustrous  brown  with  a  whisper 

of  red . 65 

1898  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown. ...  99 

1899  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown. ...  65 

1900  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Wonderfully  struck 

with  mostly  red  surfaces . 369 

1900  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown. ...  79 

1901  AU-58.  Attractive . 24 

1902  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

surfaces .  145 

1902  AU-55.  Light  tan  surfaces .  19 

1903  MS-63  RB.  Lustrous  red  and  brown. ...  49 

1903  MS-63  BN.  Pleasing  brown  surfaces.  ..  39 

1904  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  90% 

red . 495 

1904  AU-58.  A  nice  example . 24 

1905  MS-62  BN.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces.  ..  35 

1906  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 319 

1906  AU-58.  Attractive . 24 

1907  AU-58.  A  nice  example . 24 

1908  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

with  mostly  red . 49 

1908  AU-58.  Pleasing . 24 

Memorable  Gem  1908-S  Cent 

1908-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  bril¬ 
liant  red  specimen  of  the  first  branch  mint 
cent.  Superb! .  1,895 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
specimen.  Seldom  seen  so  fine .  795 

1908-S  MS-62  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  mostly 
red  surfaces .  749 

1908-S  AU-58.  Medium  brown  surfaces. ...  185 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  red  and 

brown . 79 

1909  Indian.  AU-55.  Attractive .  26 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  BN  Lustrous  biown 
surfaces.  Only  307,000  were  struck,  yield¬ 
ing  the  lowest  mintage  in  the  Indian  cent 

series! . 675 

1909-S  Indian.  VF-25.  Attractive  medium 

brown  surfaces . 475 

1909-S  Indian.  F-15 .  395 


Lincoln  Cents 

For  many  numismatists,  Lincoln  cents  are 
the  first  series  collected,  especially  among  young 
collectors.  For  some,  this  beginning  turns  into  a 
serious  specialty,  for  others,  the  Lincoln  cent 
collection  is  replaced  by  other  interests.  For 
those  in  the  former  category,  we  have  several 
scarce,  high-quality  coins  in  stock,  and  are  al¬ 
ways  looking  for  more  nice  examples.  Never 
collected  this  series  before?  Discover  many  less 
expensive  coins  to  start  out. 

As  w'e  can  sell  choice  Lincoln  cents  faster 
than  we  can  buy  them — or  so  it  seems — if  you 
have  a  choice  set  of  Lincoln  cents,  or  some  ex¬ 
tra  specimens  of  some  of  the  key  issues,  a  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  check  is  waiting  for  you! 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting, 
there  are  several  fine  books  on  Lincoln  cents, 
one  of  which  we  publish,  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents,  by  David  Lange.  This  guide  tells 
you  just  about  all  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about 
Lincoln  cents  from  1909  onward,  plus  a  lot  of 
things  you  probably  never  dreamed  of  asking 
about! 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

red . 99 

1909  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Bright  red.  59 
1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-55  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
brown .  795 

Gem  Matte  Proof  1909  Lincoln  Cent 
Outstanding  Quality 


1909  Lincoln.  Matte  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS). 
An  outstanding  example  of  this  first  year  of 
issue  with  brilliant  yellowish  orange  matte 
Proof  surfaces.  Minor  splashes  of  light  brown 

toning  are  visible  at  upper  reverse .  2,195 

1911  Matte  Proof-66  RB  (Pi  GS).  Sultry  matte 
like  surfaces  display  even  and  deep  red  irides¬ 
cence.  One  of  2,41 1  Proofs  of  the  date  struck. 


A  good  value .  1,375 

191 1  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  cent  with  blazing 

red  surfaces .  295 

1912  Matte  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

surfaces  with  a  splash  of  brown  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  full  red  on  the  reverse .  1 ,395 

1912  MS-64  RD  (IT X iS).  Brilliant  red  1  19 
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And  the  Winner  Is... 


Five  M  JBt  m  N(®s 
Bowers  and  Merei 
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nlg  AWARD 

Best  Auction  Catalog 
Coins  and  Currency 

/‘The  Harry  W.  Bass  ]r- 
Collection,  Part  111 

Bowers  and  Merena 

Atlanta, August2001_ 


NLG  AWARD 

Best  Auction  Catalog 
Books  and  Exonumia 

“The  Cabinet  of 
Lucien  M.  LaRiviere” 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Atlanta,  August  2001 


nig  award 

Book  of  the  Year 
Encjdopaliaof^ 

United  States  Cents,  1793-1814 

Mark  Borckardt 
Atlanta,  August  2001 


From  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 


At  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention,  held  this  August 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  team  was  honored  to 
be  the  recipient  of  five  major  awards  from  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild. 

Two  of  our  Grand  Format  auction  catalogues  received  the  NLG’s  highest 
honor,  their  “Catalogue  of  the  Year”  award.  Our  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Collection,  Part  III,  received  the  "Catalogue  of  the  Year"  award  for  coins  and 
currency  auctions.  Our  sale  of  the  Lucien  M.  LaRiviere  Collection  was  honored 
with  the  "Catalogue  of  the  Year"  award  for  books  and  exonumia  auctions. 

Mark  Borckardt  was  awarded  the  “Book  of  the  Year”  award  for  Walter  Breen’s 
Encyclopedia  of  Early  United  States  Cents  179 3- 181 4,  which  he  edited.  We  were 
also  the  recipients  of  the  NLG’s  “Best  Dealer  Magazine”  award  for  our  Rare 
Coin  Review.  Although  this  seems  to  be  an  annual  event,  each  year  we  appre¬ 
ciate  the  NLG’s  recognition  of  this  popular,  and  we  think  very  special,  publi¬ 
cation. 

Last,  but  not  least,  our  president,  Q.  David  Bowers,  received  the  “Best 
Column”  award  for  his  “Coins  and  Collectors,”  found  in  The  Numisma - 
tist,  one  of  the  most  widely  read  columns  in  numismatics  and  a  favorite 
of  brand  new  as  well  as  long  time  collectors. 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  are  very  proud  of  our  publica¬ 
tions,  and  believe  that  a  subscription  to  our  auction  catalogues,  magazine,  and 
newspaper  is  truly  one  of  the  best  buys  in  numismatics  today. 

We  invite  you  to  become  a  subscriber  today . 

For  only  $145  (to  U.S.  addresses)  you  will  receive  the  most  informative, 
entertaining,  and  value-packed  publications  in  numismatics  today,  including 
a  year’s  worth  of  Grand  Format™  auction  catalogues,  our  Kingswood  Coin 
Auctions  catalogues,  six  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  and  a  year’s  worth  of 
our  illustrated  newspaper,  The  Coin  Collector.  Call  toll-free  800-222-5993  with 
your  credit  card  in  hand  and  ask  for  Mary  Tocci  in  our  Publications  Depart¬ 
ment.  She  will  get  your  subscription  started  and  you  can  look  forward  to  a  year 
of  fascinating  and  informative  reading. 


NLG  AWARD 

Best  Dealer  Publication 

Rare  Coin  Review 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Atlanta,  August  2001 


NLG  AWARD 

Club  Publications 
Pest  Column 

Coins  and  Collectors” 
Q*  David  Bowers 
The  Numismatist 
Atlanta,  August  2001 


■■■■ 


Colonial,  Copper, 


and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


Matte  Proof  1913  Lincoln  Cent 
Exceptionally  Fine- 

191 3  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Attractive  matte 
Proof  surfaces.  Only  occasionally  encoun¬ 
tered  in  this  superb  gem  preservation!  A  ma¬ 
jor  find  for  the  specialist .  1 ,495 

1915  AU-58.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 69 

1916  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing  red .  595 

1916- S  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Choice  chocolate 

brown  with  much  red  and  an  excellent  full 
strike.  A  supremely  attractive  specimen  of 
this  issue,  which  is  nearly  impossible  to  find 
this  fine . 895 

191 7- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 

with  mellow  faded  orange  lustre . 635 

1927-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red  and 

brown  surfaces . 349 

1929  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1929  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  red .  59 

1931  -S  AU-58.  Attractive . 99 

1934  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1935- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1936  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1936- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1938-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1938-S  MS-66  R£>  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red. ...  39 

1940  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 39 

1940- S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  red . 35 

1941  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1941- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1942- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

194 3- D  Steel  cent.  MS-67  (PCGS).  We  recom¬ 

mend  that  you  order  one  of  our  “Eagle”  albums 
to  store  and  at  the  same  time  display  this  nifty 
1943-D  (or  any  other  certified  coins) . 69 

1943-D  Steel  cent.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bnlliant.39 

1943- S  Steel  cent.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,395 

1944- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1945  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1946- D  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1947- D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1949- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red . 39 

1950  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red. ...  149 

1950- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red. ...  49 

1951- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1952- S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1953  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices 

surrounded  by  brilliant  fields .  395 

1954  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red.  ...  49 
1964  Proof-68  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red  with 

cameo  obverse .  39 

1964-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1966  SMS.  MS-67  RD  (PCGS) . 49 

1968-S  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosty 
devices  surrounded  by  deeply  mirrored 

fields . 39 

1969  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 1 5 

1995  Double  die  obverse.  MS-68  RD 

(P(  X3S) . 245 

1996  Mint  error  Die  cap.  MS-65  RD .  279 

1 996  Mint  err<  ir.  ( Counter  bn  xkage.  MS-65  RD.  .  99 


it  Pieces 

Of  the  various  American  denomination  two- 
cent  pieces  are  among  the  most  difficult  to  find 
in  a  combination  of  high  grade  and  quality — 
right  along  with  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents, 
except  that  the  population  of  two-cent  pieces  is 
much  smaller.  We  wish  we  had  more,  but  those 
we  do  have  are  very  nice.  Take  your  pick  of  a 
selection  that  begins  with  the  well  known  and 
highly  desired  1864  Small  Motto  and  concludes 
with  the  famous  1873  rarity. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of 
two-cent  pieces  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality 
duplicates?  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash 
reserve  just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Con¬ 
tact  Gordon  Wrubel  or  Mark  Borckardt  today! 

Small  Motto  1864  Two  Cent  Piece 
Classic  Rarity 

1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Very 
attractive  with  lustrous  red  and  brown  sur¬ 
faces .  1,995 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

medium  brown  surfaces . 295 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Medium 
brown  surfaces  with  splashes  of  red .  199 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-60.  Lustrous  medium 

brown  surfaces .  79 

1865  MS-65  RB.  “Fancy”  5.  The  ever-popular 

woodgrain  blend  of  red  and  brown  toning. 
Ideal  for  the  type  collector .  495 

There  are  two  interesting  varieties  of  this  date;  the 
tip  of  the  5  is  either  plain  or  curved  (“fancy”),  the  last 
being  the  style  usually  seen. 

1867  AU-50.  Attractive  medium  brown . 75 

1868  MS-60.  Lustrous  medium  brown .  125 

1869  AU-55.  Lustrous  mahogany  surfaces. ..  95 

Closed  3  1873  Two-Cent  Piece 
Famous  Proof-Only  Rarity 
Mint  Red  Color 


1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Out¬ 
standing  mint  red  surfaces  with  wonderful  eye 
appeal.  Last  year  of  the  two-cent  denomina¬ 
tion.  A  Proof-only  issue,  made  to  the  extent 
of,  say,  600  to  1 ,000  pieces  (the  mintage  is  not 
known),  with  no  related  circulation  strikes.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  this  landmark  19th-cen¬ 
tury  American  rarity .  2,795 


NICKEL  30  PIECES 

Our  offering  of  nickel  thrce-cent  pieces  is 
brief  but  includes  high  quality  pieces.  This  is  one 


19th  -century  series  without  “impossible"  rari¬ 
ties — although  a  number  of  the  pieces  are  quite 
scarce.  Start  a  collection  of  these  today,  or  add  to 
the  collection  you  already  have. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of 
three-cent  pieces  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality 
duplicates?  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash 
reserve  just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Con¬ 
tact  Gordon  Wrubel  or  Mark  Borckardt  today! 

1865  MS-65  (NGC?).  Brilliant  and  well 
struck.  A  lovely  specimen  of  the  first  year 

of  issue . 895 

1868  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  light 
gray  with  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  de¬ 
vices.  Not  easy  to  find  so  choice!  .  795 

1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces .  279 

1869  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  gem  of  nearly 

unimprovable  quality,  a  coin  possessed  of 
extreme  eye  appeal  and  sharpness  of  strike. 
All  you  could  want  in  a  gem,  and  then 
some! . 895 

Frosty  Proof-67  Three-Cent  Nickel 

1882  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Wonderful  mirrored 

fields  with  nicely  frosted  devices .  1,675 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  won¬ 
derful  cameo  on  the  devices.  Not  a  great  rar¬ 
ity,  as  several  thousand  Proofs  were  made. 
However,  as  related  circulation  strikes  are 
almost  non-existent,  Proofs  have  always  been 
inordinately  popular .  745 

Cameo  1857  Three-Cent  Nickel  Piece 
1888  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  Very  attractive 
with  a  full  cameo  on  both  sides .  1 ,895 


Silver  3t  pieces 

Silver  three-cent  pieces  are  fascinating  to 
collect.  The  entire  series  from  1851  through 
1873  is  available,  with  no  “impossible”  rarities, 
although  in  general  the  issues  after  1863  are 
quite  elusive.  We  are  eager  buyers  of  silver  three- 
cent  pieces  if  you  have  some  choice  examples  for 
sale.  In  the  meantime  if  you  would  like  to  buy 
from  us,  here  is  what  we  have; 

Superb  Gem  1851  Trime 
First  Year  of  Issue 


1851  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendidh  lustrous 
little  “trime”  of  undeniable  gem  quality.  A 
whisper  of  pale  rose  graces  the  satinv,  pristine 
surfaces  of  this  sharply  stmtk  and  highly  ap 
pealing  gem  from  the  first  year  of  the  de¬ 
nomination .  2,365 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


Lustrous  1857  Three-Cent  Silver  Piece 
Exceedingly  Rare! 


1857  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  outstanding 
cartwheel  lustre.  Exceedingly  elusive  at  any 
level  of  Mint  State,  and  exceedingly  rare  in  the 
fabulous  gem  preservation  offered  here!  A 
true  “find”  for  the  specialist,  who  may  have 
been  looking  for  years  to  find  one!  A  very 
exciting  coin  destined  for  a  remarkable  col¬ 
lection,  we  are  sure! . 4,850 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  975 

We’ve  been  around  long  enough  to  remember  the 
1950s  when  it  was  not  unusual  to  find  little  groups  of 
this  date  on  the  market — from  several  to,  say,  a  dozen 
pieces  all  in  one  place,  the  remnants  from  some  long- 
ago  inventory,  perhaps  Raymond,  Proskey,  or  Henry 
Chapman. 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing.  Exceedingly  rare  in  Mint  State— far  rarer 
than  a  Proof  of  this  year.  Only  occasionally 
do  we  have  a  high-grade  circulation  strike  in 
our  inventory.  A  “find”  for  the  advanced 
numismatist . 995 


Nickel  5<t  Pieces 


Shield  Nickels  

Shield  nickels  are  the  first  coins  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  struck  in  nickel  alloy,  introduced 
during  the  continuing  shortage  of  small  denomi¬ 
nation  silver  coins,  when  citizens  were  forced  to 
use  Fractional  Currency  notes,  which  soon  be¬ 
came  tattered  and  tom.  First  introduced  to  the 
public  in  1866,  this  denomination  and  composi¬ 
tion  has  been  an  important  part  of  our 
circulating  coinage  ever  since. 

Our  offering  is  quite  nice  and  includes  sev¬ 
eral  particularly  choice  and/or  rare  pieces 
including  a  Proof  (rare  format)  1866  and  the 
highly-prized  1877  and  1878,  not  to  overlook 
other  desirable  pieces.  Enjoy! 

Rare  Proof  1866  Shield  Nickel 
First  Year  of  Issue 
Rays  on  Reverse 

1866  Rays  Proof-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
light  golden  surfaces.  A  very  nice  example 
of  this  Proof  rarity.  The  Shield  denomina¬ 
tion  was  not  introduced  until  the  summer  of 
1866,  hy  which  time  many  Proof  sets  had 
been  sold  without  this  new  denomination. 
An  outstanding  example  for  a  specialized 
collection  or  for  a  type  set,  as  the  reverse 
style  with  rays  was  made  only  this  year  and 

in  early  1867 .  1,500 

1866  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 


surfaces  with  hints  of  rose  on  reverse.  A  very 
nice  example  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  this 
denomination,  and  one  of  just  two  years  with 

rays  on  the  reverse . 425 

1867  No  Rays.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 
light  champagne  iridescence.  First  issue  of 
the  new  type,  which  would  remain  in  use 

through  early  1883 .  295 

1867  No  Rays.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 

light  iridescent  highlights . 219 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-63  With  AN  ACS  papers. 
Light  champagne  surfaces .  189 

1867  AU-53.  Light  golden  surfaces . 50 

1868  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  champagne 

surfaces . 495 

1868  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.319 

1869  Proof-64  (NGC).  Mirrored  fields  with 

frosty  devices . 545 

1869  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  iridescent 

surfaces . 695 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 289 

1869  AU-55.  Brilliant . 50 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 

light  gray  lustre . 395 

1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  encircled 

hy  mirrored  fields.  Gems  of  high  quality  are 
few  and  far  between  on  today’s  market.  A 
magnificent  specimen  of  this  highly  regarded 
date . 995 

1871  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some 

frost  on  the  devices . 499 

1871  Proof-62  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces . 289 

1871  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck  with  attrac¬ 
tive  golden  surfaces.  Very  scarce  in  circula¬ 
tion  strike  form;  traditionally,  a  key  date  in 
the  Shield  nickel  series .  729 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 595 

1872  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gray  surfaces 

with  golden  highlights . 289 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 

light  champagne  surfaces .  259 

1875  Proof-64  (NGC)  Light  golden  surfaces 

with  frosty  devices . 439 

1875  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with 
golden  surfaces.  One  of  the  scarcer  dates  of 

the  decade . 299 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  underrated 
issue  in  Mint  State . 369 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  369 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  329 

Rare  1877  Shield  Nickel 
Proof-Only  Issue 
Rarest  Date  in  the  Shield  Series 

1877  Proof-62  (PCGS). Frosty  devices  and  deep 

mirror  fields  with  light  champagne  surfaces.  A 
lovely  specimen  of  the  rarity  in  the  Shield  nickel 
series;  stmck  only  in  Proof  format.  The  lowest- 
mintage  nickel  in  the  entire  five-cent  series 
from  1866  to  date,  except  for  the  essentially 
non-availahle  191  3  Liberty  Head!  .  1,495 


1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Another 
Proof-only  date,  the  1878  challenges  the 
1877  in  terms  of  rarity,  hut  is  slightly  more 
available.  The  mintage  figure  of  2,350  Prcxifs 
is  the  second  smallest  quantity  made  for  any 
five-cent  piece  from  1866  to  today,  except  for 
the  1913  Liberty  Head.  Really  attractively 

priced,  in  our  opinion! . 845 

1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  second  rar¬ 
est  date  in  the  1866-1883  Shield  nickel  se¬ 
ries . 649 

1878  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  iri¬ 

descent  surfaces.  Rare  and  in  perennial  de¬ 
mand . 595 

1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  golden 

toning . 395 

1879  EF-40.  Lightly  toned.  Much  scarcer  in 

circulation  strike  format  than  as  a  Proof. 
Only  occasionally  do  we  have  a  high-grade 
circulated  piece  for  sale . 499 

1880  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with 

nicely  mirrored  golden  surfaces.  Popular  due 
to  the  low  mintage  of  the  related  circulated 
strikes . 695 

1880  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned.  Much 

rarer  in  circulation  strike  form  than  as  a 
Proof! . 875 

1881  Proof-60.  Light  golden  surfaces . 200 

Gem  1881  Shield  Nickel 
1881  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  prooflike 
surfaces.  Rare!  Rare!  Rare!  Gem  circulation 

strikes  are  few  and  far  between .  1,595 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Very  elusive  in  this  grade . 795 

1881  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 595 

1881  F-15.  Lightly  toned .  299 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  light  golden  highlights . 925 

1882  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces  with 
a  strong  doubling  at  the  date .  199 

1882  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 79 

1883/2  Overdate.  AU-55.  Nicely  toned  in 

golden  hues .  345 

1883/2  Overdate.  EF-40.  Light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 295 

1883  Shield.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 

light  golden  surfaces .  199 

1883  Shield.  AU-58.  Lustrous . 79 

1883  Shield.  AU-55.  Light  iridescent  surfaces. .  79 

Liberty  h  ead  nickels 

Our  selection  of  Liberty  nickels  is  modest  at 
present — hut  we  have  a  check  with  your  name 
on  it  if  you  have  a  set  or  some  choice  pieces  to 
sell  us.  The  coin  market  is  very  active  now  tor 
the  type  of  pieces  we  sell — choice,  high  quality 
pieces  to  knowledgeable  buyers — it  is  all  we  can 
do  to  maintain  stocks  of  19th-century  and  early 
20th-century  issues. 

1883  NoCENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Selected  quality .  269 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  Nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


1883  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

Selected  quality . 99 

1885  AG-3.  Key  date . 239 

1889  MS-66  (NGC).  Flashy  lustre  with  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal .  1,195 

1901  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre .  595 

1901  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a  hint  of 

golden  surfaces .  179 

1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  fields  with 
hints  of  gold  and  blue.  Lots  of  value  here!  695 

1903  MS-64.  Brilliant .  179 

1905  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  cartwheel 
lustre .  545 

1905  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. .  229 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  great  strike  with  light 

amber  surfaces . 209 

1909  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden 
surfaces  with  nice  contrast  between  the 
fields  and  devices.  Check  the  low  Proof 
mintage!  Selected  quality.  You’ll  be  de¬ 


lighted  . 995 

191 2-S  VF-35.  Nicely  struck.  Lowest  mintage 
coin  in  the  1883-1912  series . 450 


Buffalo  Nickels 

If  you  like  Buffalo  nickels,  you’ll  love  doing  busi¬ 
ness  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  And,  gcxxl 
news!  Our  selection  is  very  nice,  as  we’ve  been  very 
fortunate  in  recent  buying  trips  and  have  brought 
home  some  truly  high  quality  pieces. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  listing  offers  a  particularly  extensive 
selection — one  of  the  finest  ever.  If  you  are  an 
advanced  specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to  order 
pieces  that  you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very  nice 
selection  of  high-quality  pieces  awaits  you! 

Matte  Proof  Type  1  Buffalo  Nickel 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-64  (NGC). 

A  splendid  satin-surface  Matte  Proof  with  a 


whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims .  1,745 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 179 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 129 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  AU-50.  Lightly  toned.  59 


Attractive  Type  II  Buffalo  Nickel 
191  3  Buffalo.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-65  (IX  X  >S). 
Satiny  Matte  Proof  surfaces  of  extraordinary 

quality!  For  the  connoisseur .  1,975 

191  3  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-66  (NGC  )  Brilliant 
champagne  surfaces  with  hints  of  blue  and  light 
gold  highlights  around  the  peripheries.  ...  795 

Matte  Proof-66  1915  Buffalo  Nickel 


1915  Matte  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
satiny  with  strong  eye  appeal.  One  of  the  fin¬ 
est  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled! . 2,195 

Gem  Matte  Proof  1915  Buffalo 
1915  Matte  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  with 
wonderful  iridescent  colors.  You’ll  not  find  a 
nicer  Proof-65  anywhere!  .  1,795 


Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you  want,  in 
the  grades  you  want,  and  at  the  prices  that 
will  be  a  good  value  for  you. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us  your  list  of  impor¬ 
tant,  hard-to-find  coins  you  are  seeking  in  the 
price  range  of  $2  50  and  up.  Just  copy  this  page, 
complete  the  form  and  send  it  to  us  by  mail  or 
fax.  Use  extra  paper  if  needed!  Or  go  to 
www.bowersandmerena.com  and  complete  an 
electronic  submission  form. 

Bowers  and  Merena  will  be  your  eyes  and 
ears  on  the  convention  bourse  floor,  in  our 
office  when  old-time  collections  come  through 
our  doors,  and  in  communications  with  deal¬ 
ers  and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 

Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the 
quality  you  receive.  Our  coins  are  chosen 
specifically  for  their  aesthetic  appeal  in 
combination  with  their  technical  grades. 
PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  he  a  good  value  for 
you.  Each  and  every  purchase  you  make 
comes  with  our  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 


Name  _ 

Today’s  Date  _  Customer#  (if  known)  _ 

Street  _ 

City _ State  _ Zip _ 

I  prefer  to  he  contacted:  □  By  Phone# _ 

□  By  Mail _ 

□  By  Fax#  _ 

□  By  E-Mail _ 

Grading  Service  Preference  (If  Any)  _ 

Date  Denomination/Variety  Grade  or  Grade  Range 
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Colonial,  Copper,  and  nickel  Coins  for  Sale 


191 5-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur- 

taces . 329 

1917  MS-64  INGC).  Brilliant .  199 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  great 

lustre  and  a  whisper  of  rose  toning . 219 

1 9 1 8/7 D  VG-8  ( ANACS).  A  nice  example  tor 

the  grade . 895 

1920-D  VF-20.  Light  golden  surfaces . 79 

1920- S  VF-30.  Lightly  toned .  1 19 

1921- S  VF-30  (ANACS).  A  very  attractive 

example  for  the  grade . 495 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

Rare  1924-S  Buffalo  Nickel 

1924-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  nice 
eye-appeal.  One  of  the  rarer  issues  in  the  se¬ 


ries.  Very  choice  for  the  grade .  1,495 

1925- D  VF-35.  Lightly  toned .  139 

1926- S  VF-30  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 495 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  ap¬ 
pealing.  A  premium  example . 995 

1928-S  VF-25 . 19 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 


Type  II  Proof-65  Buffalo  Nickel 

1936  Type  II  (brilliant  deep  mirror).  Proof-65 

(PCGS).  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this 
popular  Proof  coin.  Selected  quality!  1 ,595 
1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1936-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden 

surfaces .  189 

1936- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces .  189 

1937  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1937- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-58.  Brilliant .  1,095 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-58  (ANA).  Lustrous 

light  golden  surfaces .  1,095 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-55.  Light  gold  toning.  975 

1937- D  3-Legged.  EF-45.  Light  amber  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 495 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  69 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1938-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 24 

1938-D/D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1938-D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

J EFFERSON  N 1CKELS 

Although  Jefferson  Nickels  have  not  at¬ 
tracted  the  following  that  Mercury  dimes  and 
Franklin  half  dollars  have  among  recent  issues, 
still  there  are  many  enthusiasts.  Right  now  prices 
are  quite  reasonable  for  high  quality  examples, 
here  is  what  we  currently  have  available.  As  al¬ 
ways,  a  “sample  order”  will  convince  you  of  our 
quality  See  one  coin,  and  you’ll  finish  your  col¬ 
lection  through  us! 


1938  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 69 

1938  Proof-64.  Lustrous  golden  toning .  29 

1938-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 

champagne  surfaces .  59 

Superb  Gem  1938-S  Jefferson  Nickel 

1938-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Only  eight 
pieces  graded  MS67  by  PCGS  with  none 


higher.  A  condition  rarity!  . 1,495 

1938-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Partial 

steps .  139 

1938-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1938- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1939  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 54 

1939  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1939- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  sur¬ 

faces.  Only  17  pieces  graded  by  PCGS  with 
none  higher .  1,395 

1939-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1939-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces .  119 

1939- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1940  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 54 

1940  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1940- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1940-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1940-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

I940-S  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  545 

1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1940-S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1940- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1941  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1941  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1941- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1941-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1941-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1941  -S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 


1 1 -Piece  Wartime  Nickel  set 

1942  to  1945-S  11  piece  wartime  nickel  set. 
MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
This  is  the  only  complete  set  graded  MS-66  FS 

by  PCGS . 2,950 

1942-P  Type  II.  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  269 

1942-P  Type  II.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  39 
1942-D  MS-67  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light 

golden  surfaces .  1,395 

1942-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1942-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous .  79 

1942-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1943- P  Double  Die  Obverse.  MS-66  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  Only  eight  pieces  graded  MS-66  by 

PCGS . 895 


Amazing  Full  Step  War-Nickel 

1943-P  MS-67  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Only 
eight  pieces  graded  MS-67  FS  with  none 

higher . 1,495 

1943-P  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 39 

1943-P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1943-P  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1943-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1943-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1943- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1944- P  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1944- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1945- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1945'D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  195 

1945-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1946- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1948-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1948- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1949- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1950  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 79 

1950- D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces 

with  light  iridescent  surfaces.  Exceptional 
strike  for  this  issue,  which  is  usually  seen 
weak .  79 

1951  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  cameo.  109 

195 1- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 

golden  surfaces . 369 

1951-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1951- S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1952- S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1953  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  169 

1953  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1954  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample . 695 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices 
with  mirrored  fields . 279 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1955  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosty  de¬ 
vices  with  nicely  mirrored  fields . 495 

1 95 5 -D/S  MS-63.  Golden  surfaces .  145 

1956  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Very  attractive.  ..  39 
1958-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden 

surfaces .  129 

1958-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1958-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Light  champagne 

toning . 79 

1959  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Nicely  mirrored 

fields  surrounded  by  frosty  devices .  445 

1964  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 249 

1966  MS-67  SMS  (PCGS) . 42 

1969-S  Proof-67  Deep  cameo  (PCGS).  Incred¬ 
ible  frost  on  the  devices.  Wow! . 49 

1994-P  SMS.  MS-69  FS  (PCGS).  Bril* 

liant . 2 1 9 

1994-P  SMS.  MS-68  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  I4l> 
1997-P  SMS.  MS-69  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  435 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Empty  “in 
Basket 


Recently,  Beth  Deisher,  editor 
of  Coin  World,  noted  that  for 
the  first  time  in  her  career 
(which  dates  back  to  1985  with  that  par¬ 
ticular  publication)  there  were  no  “Strik¬ 
ing  the  Issues”  (op-ed)  features  in  the 
hopper,  to  go  on  the  editorial  page. 

Not  long  thereafter,  editor  Harry  E. 
Salyards,  in  Penny 'Wise,  the  official  pub¬ 
lication  of  Early  American  Coppers,  Inc., 
noted  theTollowing: 

You’ll  note  that  there  are  no  “Letters 
to  the  Editor”  in  this  issue.  The  reason 
is,  other  than  brief  cover  letters  with  ar¬ 
ticles  submitted,  I  received  none.  I  don’t 
believe  this  has  ever  happened  before,  at 
least  not  in  my  15  +  years  as  editor.  Ask¬ 
ing  myself  why,  1  come  up  with  a  lot  of 
unsatisfactory  answers. 

Have  we  exhausted  the  field,  pub¬ 
lished  the  “last  word”  on  a  variety  of 
subjects?  No,  a  “fresh”  pair  of  eyes  can 
always  see  something  that  hasn’t  been 
seen  before.  Have  we  become  so  com¬ 
partmentalized  that  the  only  choice 
we  offer  in  P-W  is  between  articles 
that  are  tediously  arcane  and  boringly 
obvious?  I  hope  not.  But  even  if  some 
members  of  EAC  see  it  that  way, 
doesn’t  the  fault  lie  with  what  is  sub¬ 
mitted,  and  not  with  the  field  of  early 
copper  itself?  Do  the  handful  of  us 
who  do  contribute  intimidate  the  rest 
of  you?  It  shouldn’t  be  so. 

One  member  with  ten  years’  more 
seniority  in  EAC  than  I  have — and  I’ve 
been  a  member  since  1979 — recently 
said  that,  had  the  Internet  and  E-mail 
been  around  in  1967,  Penny-Wise 
would  never  have  happened,  because  it 
wouldn’t  have  been  necessary.  Not  to 
informally  communicate ,  no.  But  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  documentary  record  of  the  Cur¬ 
rent  State  of  Research  in  the  field,  I 
disagreed  with  him  then,  and  I  still  dis¬ 
agree.  As  Dave  Bowers  noted  in  a  re¬ 


cent  Coin  World  col¬ 
umn,  the  vast  majority 
of  Internet  transactions 
vanish  into  the  cyber¬ 
space  from  whence  they 
came,  whereas  a  major 
auction  catalog  will  be 
around  a  hundred  years 
hence  for  a  future  generation  of  re¬ 
searchers  to  ponder.  The  same  holds 
true  for  what  we  publish  in  these  pages, 
be  it  technical  studies,  statistical  analy¬ 
ses,  or  simple  observations  on  a  particu¬ 
lar  die  break.  Penny -Wise  is  the  journal 
of  record  for  early  federal  copper,  with 
branchings  into  its  antecedents 
(Colonials)  and  its  fellow-travellers 
(tokens). 

The  point  is,  we  still  need  a  focal 
point,  a  place  for  information  to  be  gath¬ 
ered,  sifted,  and  yes,  critically  analyzed. 
And  that,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  does 
not  happen  in  the  privacy  of  your  own 
computer  screen.  Believe  me,  1  know  as 
well  as  anyone  the  inclination — and  the 
therapeutic  value! — of ‘letting  fly’  with 
some  totally  unedited  comment!  But  I 
would  see  it  as  a  sorry  day  when  no  one 
cared  to  share  an  observation  for  publi¬ 
cation,  on  any  of  the  contributions  by 
your  fellow  members.  And  now  it  seems 
that  day  has  come. 

It’s  not  necessarily  an  encouraging 
time  to  be  a  copper  collector.  As  Bill 
Noyes  notes  in  his  editorial  in  this  is¬ 
sue,  the  days  of  R6  cherry  picking  are 
over.  And  with  a  reasonably  ample  wal¬ 
let,  you  can  fill  out  most  of  the  varieties 
in  any  span  of  dates  by  simply  sending  a 
series  of  checks  to  your  favorite  EAC 
dealer  (what  you  will  acquire  in  the 
process,  is  mostly  “stuff,”  in  Bill’s  par¬ 
lance).  It  all  becomes  rather  like  that 
book  collector  whom  A.  Edward  New¬ 
ton  gently  mocked,  in  one  of  his 
bibliophilic  publications  from  the  late 
’20s,  as  “buying  all  his  books  at 
Quaritch’s”:  kind  of  like  one  of  those 
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(bin  World* 


NOW  ONLINE! 


big  game  ranches  where  the  trophies- 
to-be  are  “shooed”  in  front  of  the  wait¬ 
ing  guns,  and  all  it  takes  to  “play"  is 
money. 

And  yet,  to  play  the  game  well  takes 
far  more  than  just  money.  It  takes  an 
educated  eye.  It  takes  an  independent 
spirit,  one  who  can  set  a  goal  and  stick 
to  it.  And  it  takes  a  ready  source  of  in¬ 
formation,  one  neither  afflicted  by 
mindless  boosterism,  nor  by  sneering 
dismissiveness — and  that’s  the  kind  of 
course  I’ve  tried  to  steer,  the  kind  of  re¬ 
source  I’ve  tried  to  assemble,  in  my  edit¬ 
ing  of  Penny-Wise.  I  know  that  1  haven’t 
always  succeeded.  But  I’ll  continue  to 
try.  And  I  respectfully  solicit  your  com¬ 
ments,  pro  and  con. 

Upon  reading  foregoing,  we  sent 
Dr.  Salyards  this  letter: 

Dear  Harry: 

1  enjoyed  reading  your  editorial  in 
the  current  issue  of  Penny-Wise.  One 
reason  for  the  lack  of  incoming  letters  to 
you,  and  also  the  lack  of  “Striking  the  Is¬ 
sues”  op-ed  features  recently  commented 
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Fmpty  “in”  basket 

on  by  Beth  Deisher  ot  Com  World,  may 
be  that  with  the  Internet,  people  who 
enjoy  writing  use  up  their  emotional  en¬ 
ergy  in  cyberspace,  and  have  little  left 
over  for  “regular”  writing. 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  I  recently  remarked  to  a  fellow 
staffer  that  five  years  ago  every  morn¬ 
ing  1  would  have  a  fistful  of  fax  mes¬ 
sages  on  various  matters — not  adver¬ 
tising  messages  but  messages  relating 
to  inquiries  and  other  things.  Today  in 
2001,  sometimes  a  period  of  several 
days  will  elapse  between  receiving  a 
single  significant  fax  with  a  personal 
message. 

Regarding  first-class  mail,  while  old 


timers  write,  this  medium  too  is  giving 
way  to  the  Internet.  Pity  the  poor  dealer 
in  autographs  who  wants  to  offer  signifi¬ 
cant  historical  letters  with  content  writ¬ 
ten  by  modern  day  politicians.  One  can 
only  assume  that  Bill  Clinton,  George 
W.  Bush,  and  others  mainly  use  the  tele¬ 
phone  or  e-mail,  and  that  they  have 
written  very  few  letters  to  Cabinet  mem¬ 
bers  or  others  relating  to  strategy  and 
policy. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  great  im¬ 
permanence  in  cyberspace,  and  I  sense 
a  return,  although  slight,  to  tradition — 
including  renewed  appreciation  in  buy¬ 
ing  real  books  and  a  renewed  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  magazines  and  periodicals.  How 


byQ-  David  Bowers 

this  will  play  out,  I  do  not  know,  but 
from  comments  I  have  received,  people 
enjoy  having  the  printed  word  as  a  per¬ 
manent  reference.  Also,  corresponding 
in  cyberspace  is  probably  like  standing 
on  the  beach  at  the  ocean  and  giving  a 
talk  to  the  waves — your  words  might 
get  out,  but  they  are  scarcely  remem¬ 
bered,  and  they  are  lost  among  many 
other  things. 

Harry,  Penny-Wise  is  indeed  a  literary 
beacon  filled  with  diverse  content,  and  I  * 
enjoy  each  and  every  issue.  Keep  up  the 
good  work. 

Best  wishes. 

Q.  David  Bowers 


CORNERSTONE  MYSTERY 


The  following  is  from  The  Numis¬ 
matist: 

We  are  responding  to  an  article 
in  the  June  2001  issue  of  The  Nu¬ 
mismatist  titled  “Jewels  of  the  Bass 
Collection”  (p.  630).  Author  Cathy 
Clark  states  that  Mark  Borckardt 
believes  that  the  cornerstone  for  the 
second  San  Francisco  Mint  was 
opened,  and  that  it  was  determined 
that  no  $3  gold  piece  was  inside. 
Through  much  research,  we  have 
determined  that  the  cornerstone 
was  never  opened. 

In  1974  contractors  restoring 
the  Mint  were  asked  to  locate  the 
cornerstone.  They  never  found  it 
because  government  architectural 
drawings  from  1962  (the  original 
restoration  plans)  put  the  northeast 
comer  of  the  building  on  the  south¬ 
east  comer  instead.  The  Mint  sits  at 
an  unusual  angle,  and  it  would  be 
easy  to  get  confused  as  to  which 
compass  point  is  correct. 

Also,  there  is  no  official  data  as 
to  an  opening  of  the  cornerstone, 
nor  is  there  any  evidence  that  the 
cornerstone  was  ever  marked  as 
such.  We  believe  the  cornerstone 
continues  to  reside  within  the 
thick,  granite  walls  of  the  “Granite 
Lady.” 

Rich  Kelley,  ANA  176384  and 
Nancy  Oliver 

According  to  “tradition,”  two 
specimens  of  the  1870-S  $3  gold  coin 
were  placed  into  the  cornerstone  of 
the  new  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1870, 
and  that  years  later — long  before 


1974 — the  cornerstone  was  opened, 
and  no  1870-S  $3  coins  were  found. 

Coinage  of  San  Francisco  in  1870 
includes  other  mysteries.  Although 
about  a  dozen  1870-S  Liberty  Seated 
silver  dollars  are  known,  none  are 


listed  in  official  Mint  records.  We  es¬ 
timate  that  perhaps  200  to  300  were 
minted,  hut  who  knows? 

One  specimen  of  the  1870-S 
half  dime  exists  and  was  first 
brought  to  market  in  one  of  our 
auction  sales  in  the  1980s,  and  yet 
no  official  mintage  record  exists  for 
this  coin  either. 

The  1870-S  gold  dollar  has  its 
own  enigma: 

In  L9ecember  1869  two  pairs  of 
1870-dated  dies  were  sent  from 
Philadelphia  (where  all  dies  were 
made,  including  for  branch  mints)  to 
San  Francisco,  hut  inadvertently 
lacked  the  “S”  mintmark.  On  May 
14,  1870,  this  telegram  was  sent  by 


the  superintendent  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  and  received  the  same 
day  in  Philadelphia: 

LETTER  S  OMITTED  ON 
ONE  AND  THREE  DOLLAR 
DIES  SENT  TO  THIS  BRANCH 
FOR  THIS  YEAR.  2000  PIECES 
COINED.  CAN  THEY  BE  IS¬ 
SUED.  O.H.  LAGRANGE 
SUPT. 

Soon  thereafter  two  more  dies, 
these  with  the  “S,”  were  shipped 
by  transcontinental  railroad  and 
arrived  on  May  28.'  Apparently, 
only  one  reverse  die  was  used, 
with  the  “S”  slightly  repunched 
on  the  lower  part.  On  May  27, 
the  “S”-less  gold  dollar  die  and 
the  $3  die  in  which  an  “S”  had 
been  cut  by  hand  (in  order  to  cre¬ 
ate  an  1870-S  $3  for  placing  in  the 
San  Francisco  Mint  cornerstone), 
were  shipped  hack  to  Philadelphia. 

Today,  it  is  not  known  whether 
the  2,000  “S”-less  gold  dollars 
struck  in  San  Francisco  were 
melted,  or  if  they  were  released.  It 
the  latter,  then  the  mintage  figure 
of  3,000  1870-S  dollars  would  con¬ 
sist  of  2,000  that  appeared  to  he 
Philadelphia  Mint  coins  (without 
mintmark)  and  only  1,000  appear¬ 
ing  as  1870-S  coins. 


1  The  final  connection  in  the  transcontinental 
railroad  line  was  made  in  1869.  In  earlier  times  dies 
were  sent  from  Philadelphia  to  San  Francisco  via 
steamer  to  Panama,  connecting  across  land,  to  another 
steamer  on  the  Pacific  side,  to  San  Francisco. 
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Discount  Prices  •  Save  10%  to  20% 


Bagle  certified  albums  accommodate  all  popular  certified  coins  in  a  sir^® 
album.  PCGS,  NGC,  and  ICG  holders  all  fit  snugly  in  the  album  pockets.  The 
smaller  AN  ACS  slabs  are  held  snugly  in  the  album  pockets  with  optional 
ham  U-shaped  adaptors.  Each  heavy  duty  clear  rigid  page  holds  9  certif^ 
:oins  and  allows  viewing  from  both  sides. 

EAGLE-27:  3-Page  certified  album  (holds  27  coins).  List  Price:  $22.50,  hilt 
>ee  page  95  for  discount  information.  i 


Store  and  display  your  coins  in 


For  Certified  Coins 


United  States 
Silver  Coins 


Half  Dimes 

Our  selection  of  half  dimes  begins  with  a 
very  nice  Mint  State  1795  and  goes  on  to  include 
many  other  interesting  and  desirable  pieces. 

Flowing  Hair  Half  Dimes 

Exceptional  1795  Half  Dime 


1795  Valentine-4a,  Logan  McCloskey-10.  Rar¬ 
ity-4.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Pleasing  gray  with 
leaden  blue  and  nice  lustre.  A  very  attractive 
Mint  State  specimen  of  the  Flowing  Hair  de¬ 
sign  with  only  light  handling  marks.  Cud  over 
TY  to  star  frequently  seen  on  this  variety.  W. 
Eliot  Woodward  disbursed  a  small  quantity  of 
Uncirculated  1795  half  dimes  in  the  1880s;  it 
would  he  interesting  if  this  particular  specimen 
could  he  identified  from  this  group — as  pedi¬ 
gree  links  are  always  fascinating.  A  timeless 
design  in  a  quality  that  would  be  difficult  to 
improve  upon .  5,950 

Capped  Bust  Half  Dimes 

1830  V-l  1.  LM-12.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Pleasing  champagne  surfaces  with  excellent 
lustre  and  splendid  visual  appeal.  Perfect  for 
inclusion  in  a  Mint  State  type  set . 975 

At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  buying  coins 
takes  much  more  effort  than  selling  them — just  the 
reverse  of  most  businesses.  We  travel  constantly  from 
coast  to  coast,  from  North  to  South,  attending  coin 
shows,  visiting  other  dealers,  purchasing  private  col¬ 
lections,  and  otherwise  acquiring  examples  for  our 
stock,  always  with  an  eye  for  quality.  You  as  a  Bowers 
and  Merena  customer  are  the  beneficiary. 

1835  V-3.  LM-3.  Large  Date,  Large  5.  MS-64 
(NGC).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  superb  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre.  An  appealing  specimen  of  this 
type . 975 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Alexis  de  Tocqueville’s 
Democracy  m  America  was  first  published  in  1835  in 
Belgium,  which  should  give  an  accurate  indication  of 
just  how  new  a  nation  the  United  States  was  the  year 
this  splendid  little  half  dime  was  struck. 

This  was  the  era  in  which  Europeans  visited  Young 


America,  as  some  called  it,  and  went  back  home  to 
report  on  what  they  had  seen  and  done.  In  the  most 
memorable  of  such  instances,  Charles  Dickens,  whose 
stories  had  been  serialized  in  popular  American  maga¬ 
zines  and  who  was  well  admired,  visited  the  United 
States,  was  feted  in  the  major  cities,  but  then  went 
home  to  “trash”  our  country,  much  to  the  surprise  of  his 
former  hosts. 

Lovely  1835  Half  Dime 

1835  V-4,  LM-7.  Large  Date,  Large  5.  Rarity- 
3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims .  1,695 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
light  champagne  surfaces . 695 

1845  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 
champagne  surfaces  and  frosty  devices.  Not 
rare  as  a  date,  but  very  elusive  in  gem  preser¬ 
vation!  You’ll  like  this  one .  1,345 

Gem  1849/6  Half  Dime 


1849/6  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Well  struck  and  very  attractive.  The 
overdate  feature  is  very  bold.  On  the  reverse 
there  are  several  interesting  die  cracks.  Al¬ 
ways  a  favorite  coin  in  the  half  dime  series 

due  to  the  distinctive  overdate . 2,450 

1849  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  satin  lustre  is  hid¬ 
ing  beneath  deep  gray  and  iridescent  toning. 
Small  die  lumps  (as  struck)  appear  on  the  top 
surface  of  digits  4  and  9.  This  is  a  popular  date 
due  to  many  varieties  of  recut  dates  and 
overdates . 995 

Gem  Uncirculated  1853  Arrows  Half  Dime 
1853  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty,  lustrous, 
sharply  struck,  and  aesthetically  appealing. 
What  more  could  one  desire  in  an  example  of 
this  popular  type  issue?  A  definite  gem.  1,975 
QUALITY!  It  pays  to  buy  quality.  We  do,  and  you 
should,  too.  In  that  way,  your  first  cost  is  your  last  cost, 
too!  Quality  never  goes  out  of  style.  At  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  we  have  been  delivering  quality 
coins  to  collectors,  dealers,  and  museums  ever  since  we 
started  business  in  1953,  and  in  the  process  have  built 


what  is  probably  America’s  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership. 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely 


coin  for  your  type  set . 475 

1853  Arrows.  AU-60.  Lightly  toned .  129 


1856  MS-65  (NGC).  Deep  blue  and  gray  irides¬ 
cence  on  lustrous,  satiny  surfaces.  Some  strik¬ 
ing  weakness  is  noted  at  the  obverse 
periphery,  as  nearly  always  seen  for  this  date. 
The  surfaces  are  devoid  of  any  serious  marks, 
and  the  overall  appeal  is  strong.  A  great  coin 
for  the  serious  type  collector  or  Liberty 


Seated  half  dime  specialist .  1,295 

1858  VF-25.  Light  amber  surfaces .  145 


1860  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  cartwheel 
lustre  with  light  amber  at  the  rims.  ...  1,245 

MS-66  Seated  Liberty  Half  Dime 


1863  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with  satiny 
surface . 2,765 

Prooflike  Gem  1865  Half  Dime 


1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  stunning 
gem  example  with  fully  prooflike  obverse  and 
satiny  reverse.  Fields  and  devices  contrast 
nicely  to  create  an  exceptional  cameo  ap¬ 
pearance,  especially  so  on  the  obverse.  Some 
weakness  of  strike  is  noted  in  the  upper  left 
branch  of  the  wreath . 2,250 

Curious  fact:  Both  Mint  State  and  Proof  examples 
of  this  issue  were  from  the  same  die  pair,  with  strength  of 
strike  and  depth  of  mirrored  fields  the  principal  factors 
differentiating  the  two  varieties.  The  obverse  die  has 
digits  1  and  8  recut  and  the  reverse  is  a  doubled  die. 

Cameo  Proof  1867  Half  Dime 
1867  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces  with  outstanding  frost  on  the  devices  on 
obverse  and  reverse.  A  doubly  desirable  half 
dime,  as  both  Proofs  and  related  circulation 
strikes  are  very  elusive .  1,975 
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1868  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
reflective  surfaces.  Hard  to  find  when  you 
want  one — so,  why  wait?  As  the  old-time 
flour  advertisement  suggested,  "Eventually — 
Why  not  now?”  There  are  many  half  dimes 
that  are  not  recognized  as  great  rarities,  hut 
tracking  down  a  choice  one,  as  this  is,  can  he 
a  lot  of  work! .  1,345 

1868  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
some  frost  on  Miss  Liberty.  We  see  lots  of 
value  at  the  MS-63  level! . 875 

1870  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very 

difficult  to  locate  at  this  grade  level .  995 

Lustrous  Gem  1871  Half  Dime 

1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excellent 

lustre.  Choice  for  the  grade  and  ideal  for  a 
high-grade  type  set .  1,495 


DIMES 

Our  offering  of  dimes  includes  several  no¬ 
table  early  pieces  commencing  with  the 
Capped  Bust  series,  some  truly  memorable  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  issues,  a  number  of  Barber  dimes  of 
interest  and  importance,  and  then  a  truly  no¬ 
table  selection  of  Mercury  dimes.  Read, 
contemplate,  and  then  place  your  order  with 
Gail  Watson  or  Mark  Borckardt.  you  will  he  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  quality! 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1832  John  Reich-2  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
lilac-gray  with  amber  and  green  peripheral 
toning.  A  lovely  example  from  a  late  state  of 
the  obverse  die .  575 

Lovely  Choice  1835  Dime 

1835  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  brilliant  centers  with  light  gold  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning.  Nice  coin,  nice  appearance, 
reasonable  price.  Sounds  great,  don’t  you 
agree? .  1,895 

1835  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  EF-40.  Light  champagne 

surfaces .  185 

1836  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Toned  in 

an  autumnal  mix  of  amber,  gold,  and  olive 
with  nearly  full  mint  lustre.  Choice  for  the 
grade  and  a  pleasing  example  of  the  date  or 
type,  with  the  added  interest  of  a  die  crack 
which  bisects  the  obverse . 459 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes _ 

1842  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  champagne 

surfaces . 389 

1 844  VF-20  (AN ACS).  Lilac-gray  with  deeper 
gray  in  the  protected  areas.  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  “Orphan  Annie"  dime,  one  of 
the  great  prizes  (and  interesting  nicknames) 
from  the  early  years  of  Liberty  Seated  dime 


coinage.  Scarce  in  all  grades .  1,095 

1849  AU-50.  Light  champagne  surfaces.  ...  179 


Superb  Gem  1853  Dime 
Arrows  at  Date 


1853  Arrows.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lovely  light 
golden  surfaces.  First  year  of  this  three-year 
design.  An  incredibly  high  quality  coin 
that  will  be  a  showpiece  in  an  elegant  type 
set . 4,250 

Delightful  Gem  1855  Arrows  Dime 


1855  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
with  attractive  gold  toning.  Sharply  struck 
and  aesthetically  appealing,  easily  worthy  of 
the  assigned  grade.  Struck  from  lightly 
clashed  dies . 2,950 

Marvelous  1862  Dime 

1862  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  prooflike  delight! 
Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  exhibit  rich 
golden  toning  that  deepens  toward  the  rims. 
The  strike  on  this  gem  is  sharp,  and  the  eye 
appeal  is  extraordinary.  What  are  you  wait¬ 
ing  for? . 2,475 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2  finer  (MS-67). 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces.  795 

1877  Proof-60  (PCGS).  Nicely  mirrored  surfaces 

contrasted  by  frosty  devices .  289 

1878  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

Choice  1884-S  Rarity 

1884-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  on  satiny  surfaces.  Wisps  of  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  add  to  the  overall  aesthetic  appeal.  An 
impressive  example  of  a  San  Francisco  Mint 
issue  that  is  quite  elusive  in  choice  Uncircu¬ 
lated  preservation.  Let  this  beauty  be  a  show¬ 
piece  in  your  collection .  1,795 

1884-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  golden 
surfaces . 750 

1885  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  219 

Cameo  1889  Dime 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces 
surrounded  by  fully  frosted  devices.  One  of 
the  earlier  dates  generally  made  available  to 
numismatists,  this  being  the  “glory  year"  of 
the  “reign”  of  Mint  Director  James  Ross 
Snowden .  1,675 


1890-S  MS-64  (NGC)  Brilliant  795 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  185 


Barber  Dimes 

1893  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur 
faces.  An  exceptional  cameo  Proof  with  ex¬ 
tremely  deep  mirrored  fields  and  highly 

lustrous  devices .  1,475 

1897-S  AU-50.  Brilliant .  27^ 

1899-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 
splashes  of  amber  peripheral  toning.  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  Barber  dime .  1,495 

1899-S  MS-63  (NGC?).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre  and  a  whisper  of  light  golden  periph¬ 
eral  toning.  Parallel  diagonal  planchet  stria- 
tions  on  Liberty’s  cheek  were  part  of  the 
minting  procedure  and  do  not  affect  the 

grade . 495 

1901  Proof-65  (PCC3S).  Brilliant  with  faint 
champagne  toning  on  the  reverse.  An  excep¬ 
tional  specimen  of  this  year.  All  Barber  dime 
Proofs  of  the  first  decade  of  the  20th  century 
have  low  mintages.  Very  few  exist  combining 
the  high  numerical  grade  and  the  quality  of 

the  piece  we  now  offer .  1 ,475 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  deep 

golden  surfaces . 995 

1903-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
a  whisper  of  very  light  gold  toning.  A  sharply 
struck  example  for  the  specialist.  This  is 
among  the  most  elusive  issues  in  the  series, 
always  in  high  demand .  1,075 

Superb  Gem  1 906-D  Dime 


1906-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  blazingly  brilliant 
specimen  from  the  first  year  of  Denver  Mint 
coinage  operations.  Satiny  surfaces  display 
intense  cartwheel  lustre.  The  devices  are  as 
sharp  as  can  be  for  a  Barber  dime,  which  adds 
another  dimension  to  this  beautiful  gem 
coin.  If  only  all  Barber  dimes  could  be  so 
impressive!  . 2,995 

1907  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty  motifs 

stand  boldly  out  from  mirror  fields.  A  nuance 
of  pale  champagne  is  seen  on  both  sides.  A 
beautiful  and  desirable  surv  ivor  from  a  Prcxif 
mintage  for  the  date  of  just  575  pieces,  one 
of  the  lowest  of  all  Proof  mintages  in  the 
Barber  dime  series .  1 ,475 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper  of 

amber  toning . 259 

1908-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  cham 
pagne  surfaces . 675 

1909  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  truly  great  coin' 
Deeply  mirrored  fields  contrast  nicely  with 
lustrous  and  brilliant  devices.  Ven  faint  pc 
ripheral  toning  adds  to  the  overall  pleasant 
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appearance  of  this  superb  Proof.  For  the  con¬ 
noisseur  who  appreciates  the  very  finest  nu¬ 
mismatic  gems .  1,975 

1910-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1911  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  centers 
with  amber  and  light  green  toning  in  the 

fields  and  at  the  rims .  1,295 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1912-S  MS-64  A  lustrous  and  satiny  branch 
mint  Barber  dime  that  readily  approaches 

gem  quality.  Scarce  this  nice .  545 

1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  iri¬ 
descent  surfaces .  169 

1916  Barber.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  fitting  end  to 

our  offering  of  superb  Barber  dimes,  this 
lovely  gem  is  sharply  struck  with  fully  bril¬ 
liant  frosty  lustre .  1,295 

Mercury  dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  many  choice 
Mercury  dimes  of  especially  high  quality,  includ¬ 
ing  a  few  earlier  dates  and  many  nice  examples 
from  the  1930s  to  1945.  A  date  and  mintmark 
collection  toward  the  end  of  the  series,  begin¬ 
ning  in  1934,  can  be  assembled  for  very  low  cost, 
including  beautiful  Mint  State  pieces.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  we  offer  a  highly  affordable  example,  in 
G-4  grade  of  the  landmark  1916-D. 

1916- D  Good-4.  (PCGS).  A  nice  piece. ..  625 

1917  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1917- D  AU-55.  Brilliant .  119 

1917- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  find  at 
this  grade  level — and  sharply  struck!  1,195 

1918- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant .  195 

1918-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant  coin  with  a  bold  strike,  and  a  date  with 
a  reputation  for  rarity  when  assigned  the  FB 
designation.  A  definite  winner  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade,  choice  and  highly  attractive  in 


all  regards .  1,245 

Sharply  Struck  1923  Mercury  Dime 

1923  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,695 

1924-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1924-S  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  at¬ 
tractive . 525 

1925  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1926  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 


Gem  Mint  State  1926-D  10y 


1926-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
surfaces  with  pale  gold  and  rose  iridescence. 
A  rruly  delightful  gem,  sharply  struck  and 
aesthetically  appealing.  This  date  is  seldom 
found  finer,  and  we  expect  more  than  one 
phone  call  for  this  beauty!  .  2,475 


1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1927-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with 
exceptional  lustre  and  claims  to  a  higher 
grade .  795 

Delightful  Gem  Uncirculated  1928-D  10y 


1928-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  satiny,  bril¬ 
liant,  and  lustrous  gem  with  a  sharp  strike 
and  strong  eye  appeal.  A  branch  mint  issue 
that  is  highly  elusive  in  gem  grades,  and 
even  more  so  with  FB  details.  Choice  for  the 
grade . 2,750 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  ton¬ 

ing  and  full  cartwheel  lustre.  Just  a  few 
ounces  of  pressure  at  striking  time  away  from 
full  split  bands . 295 

1929  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 389 

1929- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1929-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 795 

1929-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A  superbly  lustrous 
specimen,  sharply  struck  and  aesthetically 
appealing.  A  splash  of  pale  gold  graces  the 


reverse .  595 

1930  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,195 

1930  MS-64-  Brilliant . 69 

1930-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Sharply  Struck  Gem  1931  Dime 
1931  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  cen¬ 


ters  with  light  gold  toning  around  the  periph¬ 
ery .  1,495 

1931  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

193 1-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1931-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1934  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 645 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1934-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1935  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1936  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,395 

1936  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1936- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1937  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  179 

1937- S  MS-66  Brilliant . 59 

1937-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  179 

1939  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  575 

1940  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1940- S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1941  -D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1941- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1941-S  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  proof- 

like  surfaces . 279 

1942/1  VF-30  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  gray 

surfaces . 465 

1942/1  F-l  5.  Pleasing  light  gray .  399 

1 942/1 -D  VF-35  (PCGS).  Attractive  pewter 

gray  surfaces .  545 


1 942/1 -D  VF-30 .  495 

1942  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers 
with  attractive  amber  at  the  rims.  Superb 
gem  Proof  Mercury  dimes  remain  afford¬ 
able . 495 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

Use  this  listing  to  build  your  own  set  of  choice 
Mint  State  Mercury  dimes.  We  offer  a  combination  of 
high  technical  (numerical)  grade,  plus  nice  eye  appeal, 


plus  reasonable  market  price. 

1944-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1944- S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945- S  Micro  S.  MS-66 .  129 


ROOSEVELT  DIMES 


We  have  bought  many  very  nice  Roosevelt 
dimes  including  examples  of  extraordinary  qual¬ 
ity  certified  by  PCGS.  If  you  are  a  specialist  in 
this  series  or  are  thinking  of  becoming  one,  a 


beautiful  selection  awaits  you. 

1946-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1946- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1947- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1947- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1948  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1948  MS-65.  Brilliant .  12 

1948- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1948-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1948-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1948-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1949  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1953- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1954  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1954- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1955- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1956  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1956- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1959  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1960  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  395 

1960- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1961  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1961- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1962- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1963  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 249 

1963- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  32 

1982  No  P.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 389 


2 0y  PIECES 

Check  the  following  listings  and  see  if  one  or 
two  of  the  several  pieces  we  have  in  stock  would 
be  of  interest: 

1875  MS-62  (Pf  3GS)  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 
peripheral  toning.  Many  times  rarer  than  its 
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San  Francisco  counterpart  and  difficult  to 
locate  in  Mint  State.  Lustrous  and  very'  at¬ 
tractive . 995 

Gorgeous  1875-S  Twenty-Cent  Piece 


1875-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 
wonderful  satiny  surfaces.  Ever  popular,  ever 
desirable  for  type  set  purposes . 4,500 

Lovely  1875-S  Twenty-Cent  Piece 
1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
rose  highlights .  1,650 

Centennial  Proof  1876  Twenty-Cent  Piece 


1876  Proof-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  amazing 
cameo  Proof  with  exceptional  contrast  be¬ 
tween  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  devices.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have 
silvery  white  devices  surrounded  by  light 

golden  toning . 3,950 

1876  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
light  amber  peripheral  toning.  Far  rarer  than 
an  equivalent  grade  Proof! .  1,195 


Quarter  dollars 

Look  over  our  selection  of  quarters  carefully, 
beginning  with  a  truly  memorable  1807  in 
choice  Mint  State,  but  realize  that  most  are  one 
of  a  kind  in  our  stock,  and  once  a  piece  is  sold  we 
have  no  easy  way  of  replacing  it  until  another 
comes  our  way  by  chance.  Thus,  order  as  early  as 
you  can,  and  if  have  second  choices  in  mind,  let 
us  know  these  as  well. 

Early  Quarters 


Memorable  Mint  State  1807  Quarter 
A  Rarity  in  this  Grade! 


1807  Browning- 1.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (PCGS). 


Very  attractive  light  champagne  surfaces 
highlighted  by  cartwheel  lustre.  Only  4 
pieces  graded  higher  by  PCGS  and  NGC.  A 
prime  rarity  at  this  grade  level.  A  find  for  the 
advanced  quarter  dollar  specialist  or  the  type 


set  collector .  25,500 

1835  B-l.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  white  sur¬ 
faces  with  splashes  of  gold . 945 


Li  berty  Seated  Quarters 

1851-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned.  .1,195 
1858  AU-50  (AN ACS).  Medium  gray  surfaces 
with  highlights  of  blue  at  the  rims .  179 

Lovely  Mint  State  1863  Quarter 
Condition  Census  Superb  Gem! 


1863  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist.  Very  sharply 
struck  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre  and 
pristine  surfaces.  One  of  the  very  finest  ex¬ 
amples  possible  at  this  grade  level  with  none 
graded  finer  by  PCGS.  Call  quickly  as  you 

don’t  want  to  miss  this  example . 6,250 

1864-S  F-15.  Light  gray  surfaces  and  very  rare, 
regardless  of  grade.  Who  knows,  perhaps  E.I. 

Barra  once  handled  this  coin . 695 

1867  VF-30.  Attractive . 595 

1870  VF-35.  Pleasing  gray  surfaces .  199 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  nuance  of 
pale  champagne  toning  graces  frosty  motifs 
and  mirror  fields.  An  attractive  coin  with 

plenty  of  overall  eye  appeal .  1,195 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  585 

Lustrous  Gem  1877  Liberty  Quarter 

1877  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  choice 
unbroken  lustre.  Frosted  devices  and  very 
choice  for  the  grade— an  ideal  candidate  for 
a  high-grade  type  set.  Superb!  .  1,595 

Curious  1877-S  Over  Horizontal  S  25 y 


1877-S/S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimens  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  sil¬ 
ver  coins  of  this  era — a  variety  which  at  this 
level  is  very  hard  to  find .  2,250 

The  die  sinker  in  the  Engraving  Department  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  first  punched  the  S  mintmark  in  a 
"lazy"  or  horizontal  position,  recognized  his  blunder, 


and  corrected  it  hy  overpunching  the  S  in  the  cortec t 
position.  However,  even  under  low  magnification  the 
error  is  dramatically  visible.  This  famous  variety  lends 
a  hit  of  spice  to  the  sunset  era  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
quarter  dollar  series. 

1877-S  MS-64  (IT  GS).  Wonderful  satiny  sut 
faces  with  a  whisper  of  champagne  colora¬ 
tion . 795 

Lovely  1885  Seated  Liberty  Quarter 
1885  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Champagne  surfaces 
with  a  halo  of  light  gold  at  the  rims.  There  is 
nice  frost  on  all  the  devices,  a  cameo.  1 ,995 
1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  golden  surfaces 
Only  12,000  minted,  of  which  relatively  few 
survive  in  lovely  Mint  State  preservation.  975 
1891-S  AU-50.  Brilliant .  159 

barber  quarters 

1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  A 
splendid  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  the 


Barber  design .  1,450 

1892  AU-58.  Brilliant .  165 


Proof  1893  Barber  Quarter 
Memorable  Gem  Quality! 

1893  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  mir¬ 

rored  surfaces  with  frosty  devices.  Seldom  do 
we  have  such  a  gem  in  stock.  Selected  qual¬ 
ity  ,  as  you  have  come  to  expect  from  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries .  1,995 

1894  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  white  lustre  with  a 

hint  of  very  light  gold  toning.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  issue . 695 

1895-0  AU-55.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  rims .  265 

1899-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 265 

1902-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper 
of  champagne  toning.  Elusive  so  fine  ....  639 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1903  Quarter 
Among  the  Finest  Seen! 


1903  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Frosty  centers  with 
lovely  amber  and  sea  green  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  A  superb  specimen  that  is  most  prob¬ 
ably  from  an  old-time  collection.  This  is  one 
of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen — a  signifi¬ 
cant  statement  in  view  of  what  we  have 
handled! . 4,250 


Call  To  Order 
800-222-5993 
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Exciting  Gem  1905  Quarter 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 


Important  1927-S  Rarity 


1927'S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur- 
faces  with  golden  highlights  in  the  protected 
areas.  The  most  important  variety  among 
later  dates  in  the  Standing  Liberty  quarter 
series.  Scarce  at  any  grade  level,  rare  AU  or 
finer . 2,975 

1927-S  EF-40  (AN  ACS).  Bright  silver  surfaces 
with  a  few'  very  minor  hairlines.  This  attrac¬ 
tive  example  represents  the  key  date  of  the 
decade . 895 

1928  AU-50.  Brilliant . 65 

Full  Head  MS-66  1929  Quarter 

1929  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
example  with  frosty  white  lustre  and  very 


faint  champagne  toning .  1,695 

1929  AU-58.  Brilliant . 89 


Superb  Gem  1930  Quarter 
1930  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  Mint 
State  quarter  from  the  final  year  of  the  design 
type.  Satiny  surfaces  show  extremely  bright 
lustre  with  a  nuance  of  golden  toning  at  the 
rims.  A  lot  of  coin  for  the  money! .  1,695 

Washington  Quarters 

We  have  always  liked  Washington  quarters, 
and  over  the  years  we  have  offered  many  of  them 
for  sale — have  written  extensively  about  the  dif¬ 
ferent  peculiarities  and  other  aspects.  The  recent 
issuance  of  state  reverse  quarters,  including  the 
2000  New  Hampshire  (of  which  we  played  a 
small  part),  has  propelled  this  denomination 
into  the  forefront  of  interest. 

1932-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 
amber  peripheral  toning.  Rarest  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  quarters;  scarcer  than  the  lower-mint¬ 
age  1932-S . 675 

Choice  1932-S  Quarter 

1932-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Remarkable  for  its  low  mintage .  1 ,495 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  ...  895 

1932-S  EF-40.  Lightly  toned .  1 19 

1935-S  AU-58  ( ANACS).  Lustrous  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  gold  at  the  rims . 69 

1937-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 
champagne  surfaces . 99 

1937- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1938- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus 

trous .  2 79 

1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  149 

1939-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  79 


1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne 
surfaces  with  some  gold  at  the  rims.  A  truly  ex¬ 
citing  specimen  in  an  elegant  grade  seldom  seen 
in  our  inventory  or  anywhere  else!  . 2,450 

1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  appealing  example 

with  faint  golden  toning  over  lustrous  satiny 
surfaces .  1,295 

1907-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  sur¬ 
faces . 465 

1907-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1907- S  AU-53.  Brilliant . 295 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 569 

1908- D  AU-55.  Brilliant .  165 

1909- D  AU-53.  Brilliant  with  light  gold  periph¬ 
eral  toning .  149 

1910  AU-55.  Light  golden  surfaces .  139 

1913-S  VG-10 . 895 

191 5 -D  VF-20.  A  nice  example . 29 

1915-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  silvery  surfaces  with 
nearly  complete  lustre  and  a  hint  of  periph¬ 
eral  toning .  169 


Full  Head  1917  Type  1  Quarter 
1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  full  cartwheel  lustre.  A  dandy  specimen 
of  the  first  design  type  in  the  series.  Not  a 
rarity,  hut  the  demand  for  these  is  so  intense 
that  whenever  we  get  one,  two,  or  three,  they 
sell  immediately — as  this  one  no  doubt  will 
as  well .  1 ,595 

Impressive  191 8/7 -S  Quarter  Rarity 
Choice  Mint  State 


191 8/7 -S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  dis¬ 
play  a  nuance  of  pale  champagne  toning.  A 
highly  lustrous  example  of  this  prime  rarity  in 
the  quarter  dollar  series.  This  date  is  desirable 
in  all  grades,  and  seldom  found  in  Mint  State, 
let  alone  choice  Mint  State.  Try  as  we  might, 
we  can’t  keep  nice  examples  of  this  date  in 
stock,  so  call  quickly! .  27,500 


rv 


Here  is  the  strong  side  that  helps  at  work!  Playing 
Nurse  Ratched  in  One  Flew  Over  the  Cuckoo’s  Nest. 


Alice  as  Evy  with  a  pretty  good  black  eye. 
From  Neil  Simon’s  The  Gingerbread  Lady. 


At  Collectors  Universe  headquarters  way  out  in  Newport  Beach,  California,  Alice 
Ensor  is  one  of  the  busiest  people  on  the  staff.  First,  she  is  CEO  David  Hall’s  personal 
assistant  and  right-hand  person,  but  beyond  that,  she  facilitates  coordination  with  the 
various  CUI  divisions,  regularly  helps  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  with  planning, 
and  much  more.  As  if  that  were  not  enough,  in  her  spare  time  (such  as  it  is),  Alice 
is  an  accomplished  stage  actress.  Recently  she  was  named  Actress  of  the  Year  for  Or¬ 
ange  County,  California,  a  rather  large  area  which  not  only  includes  Collectors  Uni¬ 
verse  hut,  significantly,  the  Disneyland  complex — as  well  as  millions  of  citizens. 
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1940  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1940-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant .  159 

040  S  MS  65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1 940- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  59 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1943- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1944- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1947- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1947-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1947-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1947-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1948  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 


Okay,  you  collect  State  Reverse  quarters — and 
have  discovered  numismatics.  Now,  how  about  the  rest 
of  the  Washington  quarter  series ?  Dating  hack  to  1932, 
the  series  is  replete  with  many  interesting  varieties, 
rarities,  etc.,  most  of  which  are  quite  inexpensive.  Use 
the  present  list  to  build  your  collection.  You’ll  love  our 
quality,  and  the  value  we  deliver  is  really  excellent! 


1948- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1949- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1949-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  golden  toning .  79 

1950  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1951  Proof-65.  Brilliant .  59 

195 1-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  159 

195 1-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1951  -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

195 1- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  1 19 

1953  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  199 
1953  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1953  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  129 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1953-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 99 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1954  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1954- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1955  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1955  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1957-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1958  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1959  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1960  Pnx.f-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 39 

1960  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1960  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


1960- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1961- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1962  Proof-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1962  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1962- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1963  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 550 

1963  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1963  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1963- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1964  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1964  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1964  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1964- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

Wow!  Have  you  ever  seen  so  many  silver  Wash¬ 
ington  quarters?  What  a  selection  we  offer  in  this  Rare 
Coin  Review! 

1964'D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1966  SMS  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1967  SMS  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1979  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  139 


2000-S  Superb  Gem  Proof  five  piece  State  Quar¬ 
ter  set  struck  in  silver:  Maryland,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  New  Hampshire,  South  Carolina,  and 
Virginia,  Silver.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) .  189 


Half  Dollars 

Our  offering  in  this  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Rei'iew 
commences  with  early  19th  century  issues  and 
continues  to  include  Capped  Bust,  Liberty 
Seated  and  then  onward  to  the  Barber  and  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  series.  Our  listing  offers  many 
opportunities.  New  purchases  abound! 

Draped  bust  Half  Dollars 

1807  Overton- 105.  Rarity-2.  Good-4  (NGC).  A 
nice  example .  169 


Lustrous  1807  Draped  Bust  50«! 


1807  0-108.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  An 
outstanding  example  with  lustrous  silver  sur¬ 
faces.  Weakly  defined  on  the  high  points  of 
obverse  and  reverse  as  usual  for  this  issue. 
Possibly  within  the  Condition  Census  for 
this  variety . 3,450 

SEE  OUR  BOOK  SECTION  FOR  GREAT 
BOOKS  AT  DISCOUNT  PRICES! 


Capped  bust,  lettered 
EixiE  Half  Dollar- 


Impressive  Gem  1808  Half  Dollar 
Perhaps  Finest  Known  of  the  Variety 


1808  O-l 07a.  Rarity-2.  MS-66  (PCGS).  In¬ 
tense  cartwheel  lustre  glows  brightly  under 
pale  silver  and  slate  iridescence.  Nicely 
struck  in  all  areas,  a  statement  that  can’t  of¬ 
ten  he  made  where  1 808  half  dollars  are  con¬ 
cerned!  A  Condition  Census  example  of  the 
date,  and  perhaps  the  finest  known  example  of 
the  variety;  PCGS  has  certified  just  one  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  date  at  a  higher  grade  (without 
identification  as  to  the  variety).  A  prize  re¬ 
gardless  of  its  status  in  the  above  categories, 
and  one  that  will  almost  certainly  set  a  Bust 
half  dollar  specialist’s  heart  aflutter.  28,500 
PCGS  Population:  3;  1  finer  (MS-67). 

1810  0-103.  AU-50  (NGC).  Attractive  light 
silver.  Slight  central  weakness  is  noted.  459 


MS-63  1828  Bust  Half  Dollar 


1828  0-112.  Small  8,  Large  Letters,  Square-base 
2.  Raritv-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 

with  a  halo  of  amber  at  the  rims . 2,295 

1828  0-115.  Small  8,  Large  Letters,  Square  2.  Rar- 
ity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  champagne.  .  379 
1839  Capped  Bust,  Reeded  Edge.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Well  struck  and  lustrous  with  light 
golden  highlights .  995 
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Liberty  Seated 
Half  Dollars 

Our  ottering  of  Liberty  Seated  halt  dollars 
includes  several  choice  and  interesting  pieces 
including  Mint  State  issues  and  popular  types. 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-50.  Lightly  toned .  279 

1847-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light 
champagne  surfaces .  1,395 


Choice  Arrows  and  Rays  50-Cent  Piece 
Only  Year  of  Design  Type 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny 
champagne  surfaces.  The  coin  you  have  been 
looking  for!  A  highly  prized  and  very  choice 
specimen  of  this  one-year  type  with  arrows  at 
the  date  and  rays  on  the  reverse . 3,950 


Gem  1854-0  Arrows  Half  Dollar 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre 
on  satiny  pale  golden  surfaces.  A  few  obverse 
stars  show  some  lightness  of  strike,  otherwise 
the  design  elements  are  crisp  and  sharp.  A 
splendid  gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  most 
popular  issues  of  the  era.  As  always,  guaran¬ 
teed  to  please! . 8,450 

1854-0  EF-45  ( ANACS).  Golden  surfaces  with 
blue  highlights .  139 


Choice  1855  Arrows  Half  Dollar 


1855  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 
frosty  devices.  The  Philadelphia  issue  is 
rarer  than  the  New  Orleans  Mint  issue  of 


this  year . 2,395 

1855- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1856- 0  AU-53.  Lightly  toned .  265 


1858  F-15.  A  nice  example . 49 

1868- S  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  golden  surfaces 

with  a  halo  of  amber  at  the  rims .  245 

1869- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 219 


Lustrous  Gem  1875-S  50y 


1875-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous  gem 
with  appealing  pale  peach  and  rose  irides¬ 
cence  on  smooth,  satiny  surfaces.  A  suppos¬ 
edly  “common”  issue  that  is  anything  but 
plentiful  in  gem  condition.  We  are  seldom 
able  to  offer  gem  specimens  of  this  date,  but 
when  we  do  the  response  is  nearly  over¬ 
whelming.  Everyone  likes  this  date,  as  it  rep¬ 
resents  a  blend  of  quality  and  affordability 
that  is  often  difficult  to  find  in  the  series.  Be 

the  first  caller  on  this  one! . 3,375 

1877  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  amber  at  the  rims.  This  example  has  a 
nice  cameo . 595 

 Barber  Half  dollars 

1897  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of 

light  golden  toning . 495 

1908  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with 
frosty  devices.  Check  the  low  mintage!  A  lot 
of  coin  for  the  money . 595 

Choice  1915  Barber  Half  Dollar 
1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces.  One  of  the  key  issues  among 
circulation  strike  Barber  half  dollars.  It  is  al¬ 
ways  a  pleasure  to  offer  an  attractive  speci¬ 
men  for  sale .  1,745 

Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 

In  1916  the  Treasury  Department  decided 
to  redesign  the  current  American  silver  coin¬ 
age,  which  consisted  of  the  dime,  quarter 
dollar,  and  half  dollar  (the  silver  dollar  not 
having  been  coined  since  1904).  Instead  of  re¬ 
lying  upon  the  Mint’s  engraving  staff, 
invitations  were  set  out  to  leading  sculptors 
and  artists,  following  a  trend  that  had  been 
initiated  by  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  in 
1905  when  he  arranged  with  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens  to  redesign  the  coinage.  After  that 
time,  private  artists  produced  a  variety  of  is¬ 
sues,  including  the  1908  quarter  eagle  and  half 
eagle  (Bela  Lyon  Pratt),  the  1909  Lincoln 
cent  (Victor  David  Brenner),  and  the  1913 
“Buffalo”  nickel  (James  Earle  Fraser).  By  1916 


the  Mint  also  had  utilized  artists  from  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector  to  do  certain  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition  coins,  most  notably 
Robert  Aitken’s  work  on  the  immense  $50  oc¬ 
tagonal  and  round  pieces. 

In  1916  two  artists  were  finalists  in  the  sil¬ 
ver  coin  competition:  Hermon  A. 

MacNeil — whose  1916  Standing  Liberty  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  design  was  chosen  and  Adolph  A. 
Weinman.  The  latter  artist  designed  the  “Mer¬ 
cury”  dime  and  the  present  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollar. 

The  result  was  a  design  which  today  is  still 
acclaimed  for  its  beauty  and  is  high  on  the  list  of 
numismatic  favorites.  In  fact,  in  1986  when  the 
Treasury  Department  sought  a  motif  for  its  silver 
“eagle”  bullion  coins  it  reached  back  to  the  1916 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  as  the  best  motif  in 
its  repertoire. 

The  obverse  motif  shows  Miss  Liberty  walk¬ 
ing  according  to  popular  nomenclature,  or 
striding. 

Coinage  of  half  dollars  in  1916  took  place 
at  all  three  active  mints:  Philadelphia,  Den¬ 
ver,  and  San  Francisco.  The  branch  mint 
issues  bore  the  letters  D  or  S  on  the  obverse,  a 
mintmark  position  not  seen  in  the  half  dollar 
series  since  the  illustrious  New  Orleans  coins 
of  1838  and  1839.  In  1917  the  same  procedure 
was  followed  for  a  time,  after  which,  part  way 
through  the  year,  the  mintmarks  were  rel¬ 
egated  to  the  reverse,  where  they  remained  for 
the  duration  of  the  series. 

From  1916  through  1921  half  dollars  were  is¬ 
sued  with  great  regularity,  minted  in  each  year. 
In  the  last  named  year  the  mintages  were  very 
low,  due  to  prevailing  economic  conditions  in 
America. 

The  year  1922  was  skipped  entirely  for  cir¬ 
culation  strike  mintage,  with  the  next 
production  being  the  1923-S.  After  that  there 
was  no  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  coinage  in 
1925  or  1926,  production  only  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  in  1927  and  1928,  only  at  the 
Denver  and  San  Francisco  mints  in  1929,  and 
no  mintage  at  all  from  1930  to  1932.  It  is  inter¬ 
esting  from  a  technical  viewpoint  that  certain 
dates  of  the  1920s  for  which  circulation  strike 
half  dollars  were  not  made  did,  however,  see 
some  commemoratives. 

In  1933,  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were 
made  only  at  San  Francisco.  Then,  beginning  in 
1934,  production  became  regular  once  again,  at 
all  three  mints,  a  procedure  kept  up  through 
1938,  when  the  San  Francisco  issue  was  omitted. 
From  1939  onward  coinage  was  continuous  more 
or  less,  except  there  was  no  1940-D  nor  was 
there  a  1947-S. 

Numismatic  interest  in  Liberty  Walking  halt 
dollars  began  in  a  big  way  in  the  mid- 19  30s,  co¬ 
incident  with  Wayte  Raymond’s  offering  of  his 
“National"  coin  albums,  which  made  such  coins 
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interesting  to  collect  in  order  and  display.  By  this 
tune  most  of  the  earlier  issues  had  long  since 
slipped  into  circulation.  Today,  numismatists 
recognize  that  rhe  majority  of  issues  from  1917 
through  1929  are  indeed  elusive  in  Mint  State. 
Issues  of  1916  are  hy  no  means  plentiful,  hut 
more  seem  to  have  been  saved  due  to  it  being 
the  first  year  of  issue. 

While  the  design  of  the  1916  half  dollar  was 
at  once  elegant  and  appealing,  and  garnered 
many  paragraphs  of  praise  from  coin  collectors 
and  artists,  at  the  Mint  there  were  great  diffi¬ 
culties  experienced  in  striking  the  pieces  up 
fully.  As  a  result,  the  vast  majority  of  all  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  have  some  lightness  of 
strike  in  the  higher  parts,  particularly  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  obverse  in  the  highest  relief, 
including  the  skirt  lines. 

In  general,  Philadelphia  Mint  pieces  are 
more  sharply  struck  than  are  those  from  the 
branch  mints.  This  was  due  to  spacing  of  the 
dies  in  the  coinage  press,  a  situation  that  has 
a  counterpart  in  other  denominations,  most 
notably  the  Buffalo  nickel  series  (in  which 
Philadelphia  pieces  are  generally  decently 
struck,  and  Denver  and  San  Francisco  issues 
vary  considerably).  Don  Taxay  in  U.S.  Mint 
and  Coinage  notes:  “Most  specimens  issued 
prior  to  World  War  II  are  too  weak  to  show 
the  striated  (for  red)  stripes,  the  branch  hand, 
or  Miss  Liberty’s  headgear.”  Similarly  and 
more  dramatically,  Walter  Breen  has  written 
that  the  only  issues  that  are  really  sharp  strikes 
are  certain  1916  and  1917  Philadelphia  Mint 
coins  and  Proofs  minted  from  1936  and  1942 
(and  note  that  he  did  not  say  these  were  fully 
struck).  Thus,  circulation  strikes  within  the 
entire  series  exist  in  varying  degrees  of  sharp¬ 
ness  to  mount  a  challenge  to  the  discerning 
specialist,  with  the  completion  of  a  complete 
sharply  struck  set  an  impossibility.  To  para¬ 
phrase  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon,  this  is  like 
playing  a  round  of  golf  in  18  strokes;  in  theory 
it  is  possible,  but  no  one  has  ever  come  close 
to  doing  it. 

For  a  long  time,  numismatists  that  have  been 
particular  about  quality  have  made  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  their  headquarters  for  half  dol¬ 
lars  of  the  1916-1947  design  type.  If  you  are  at  all 
particular,  we  know  you  will  be  delighted  with 
the  pieces  offered  herewith.  As  a  collecting  sug¬ 
gestion,  start  by  building  a  date  and  mint  set 
from  1933  to  1947,  then  acquire  earlier  issues  as 
appropriate. 

We  have  been  buying  intensely,  and  this  list¬ 
ing  includes  many  truly  fine  pieces — each  hand 
selected  for  quality. 

Gem  Mint  State  1916  Half  Dollar 
1916  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example 

with  brilliant  silvery  white  lustre  and  sharp 

design  features.  First  year  of  issue  and  a  coin 

for  rhe  connoisseur .  1 ,675 


Outstanding  1916-D  Half  Dollar 

191 6-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  with  fully 
brilliant  white  surfaces.  Sharply,  although 
not  fully  struck.  Far  above  average  for  the  is¬ 
sue .  1,775 


Choice  1916-S  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar 
Rarest  Variety  of  the  Year 


1916- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 

champagne  surfaces.  In  Mint  State  the  1916- 
S  is  far  and  away  the  rarest  variety  of  the 
1916  year.  If  this  is  on  your  “want  list,”  your 
search  for  a  really  attractive  specimen  ends 
right  here.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
quality  personified! . 2,895 

1917  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  lilac  and  bright  elec¬ 
tric  blue  iridescence  gathers  at  the  rims.  A 
satiny  gem  with  frosty,  matte  like  surfaces 
that  are  typical  for  the  date . 895 

1917- D.  Mintmark  on  Obverse.  MS-63 

(PCSG).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces .  1,195 

Attractive  1917-D  Half  Dollar 
Choice  Mint  State 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Light  champagne  surfaces.  A 
choice  specimen  that  is  a  treat  to  the  eye! 
You’ll  love  it! . 2,275 

Choice  1917 -S  with  Reverse  Mintmark 

191 7- S  Mintmark  on  Reverse.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  with  very  light  champagne 
toning.  Well  struck  for  the  issue,  typically 
showing  some  of  the  softest  strikes  in  the  se¬ 
ries.  This  coin  is  very  attractive  for  the  grade; 
ideal  for  inclusion  in  a  Mint  State  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollar  set .  1,795 

Choice  1918-S  Half  Dollar 

1918- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  outstand¬ 

ing  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Walking  half  dol¬ 
lar  that  is  seldom  encountered  at  this  grade 
level.  A  very  special  example  for  the  careful 
buyer . 2,250 


Lustrous  1918-S  Half  Dollar 
1918-S  MS-6  3  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 
with  frosty  white  lustre  and  outstanding  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  Above  average  strike  for  the 
issue .  1,695 


Important  1921  Half  Dollar 
Lowest  Philadelphia  Mintage 


1921  AU-55  (PCGS).  This  wonderful  half 
dollar  has  nearly  complete  silvery  white  lus¬ 
tre  with  pleasing  surfaces.  A  key  date  and  al¬ 
ways  in  demand  in  high  quality  circulated 
grades . 2,950 


Lustrous  1927-S  50<2 


1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  delight  with 
intense  cartwheel  lustre  and  a  nuance  of  pale 
golden  toning.  Only  a  hint  of  striking  weak¬ 
ness  is  present  at  Liberty’s  head  and  hand, 
otherwise  the  strike  is  strong.  A  pleasing  coin 
for  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  enthusi¬ 
ast . 2,975 


YOL!R  LIBRARY  will  be  even  nicer  if  on 
the  table  or  on  the  shelves  are  some  numis¬ 
matic  books.  And,  buying  them  is  easv — 
just  check  our  selection.  Shown  here  is  the 
President’s  Library  in  the  White  House, 
not  dated,  but  probably  around  the  tenure 
of  William  McKinley  in  the  late  1890s. 
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This  &  That 


DEFINITIONS:  Absolute:  Inde¬ 
pendent,  irresponsible.  An  absolute 
monarchy  is  one  in  which  the  sovereign 
does  as  he  pleases  so  long  as  he  pleases 
the  assassins.  Not  many  absolute  mon¬ 
archies  are  left,  most  of  them  having 
been  replaced  by  limited  mon¬ 
archies,  where  the  sovereign’s 
power  for  evil  (and  for  good)  is 
greatly  curtailed,  and  by  repub¬ 
lics,  which  are  governed  by 
chance.  •  Recollect:  To  recall 
with  additions  something  not 
previously  known.  •  Proof: 
Evidence  having  a  shade  more 
of  plausibility  than  of  unlikeli¬ 
hood.  The  testimony  of  two 
credible  witnesses  as  opposed 
to  that  of  only  one.  ( The  Devil's  Dictio¬ 
nary,  Ambrose  Bierce) 

DR.  RICHARD  (“RICK”) 
BAGG  is  back  in  the  saddle  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  working 
with  John  Pack  and  our  entire  auction 
staff,  and,  most  importantly,  with  our 
consignors,  in  our  dynamic  auction  pro¬ 
gram.  Welcome  back!  By  the  way,  our 
star-spangled  series  of  sales  for  the  rest 
of  2001  and  for  2002  will  contain  many 
spectacular  rarities  (how  about  an  1804 
dollar!)  as  well  as  other  items — from 
“entry  level”  to  classics.  Plan  now  to 
consign  or  to  bid! 

COMMENTARY  by  Henry  Kissinger 
quoted  recently  in  Newsweek,  the  gist  of 
which  is:  Is  America  losing  its  reputation  as 
a  highly-admired  global  leader ’ 


NASDAQ  stock  quotes  the  other  day, 
we  were  greeted  with  an  advertisement 
for  free  golf  balls.  I  suppose  that  certain 
stock  investors  would,  indeed,  be  better 
oft  golfing  than  “playing  the  market.” 


TI  B  IS  m 


THE 

opening 


MODERN  AGE:  When 
our  computer  link  to 


STOCKBROKERS  often  have  a 
built-in  conflict  of  interest,  as  their  fi¬ 
nancial  rewards  are  based  upon  turnover, 
rather  than  “buy  and  hold.”  Thus,  they 
often  prompt  their  customers  for  “ac¬ 
tion.”  A  better  plan  is  the  fee-based 
money  management  system,  especially  if 
incentives  are  given  for  performance.  In 
the  most  recent  Wall  Street  Journal  report 
of  “stock  picks,”  the  Dow-Jones  Indus¬ 
trial  Averages  and  the  S&P  500  both 
outperformed  the  recommendations  of 
selected  expert  stock  forecasters. 

GREAT  ARTICLE  by  John  W. 

McCloskey,  “A  Study  of  Date  Sizes  on 
1846  Seated  Coinage,”  in  a  recent  issue 
of  The  Gobrecht  Journal.  The  study  of 
date  logotypes  and  their  use  on  different 
denominations  has  great  potential  to¬ 
day,  as  not  much  has  ever  been  pub¬ 
lished,  particularly  relating  to  the  use  of 
the  same  logotypes  on  different  denomi¬ 
nations.  Dr.  McCloskey  is  certainly  a 
pioneer  in  this  regard. 


WORKS  IN  PROGRESS:  The 

latest  word  from  the  aforementioned 
Dr.  McCloskey  is  that  he  is  intently  at 
work  on  a  manuscript  to  describe 
Classic  Head  quarter  eagles  and  half 
eagles,  1834-1839,  by  die  varieties  and 
characteristics.  John  Dannreuther  is 
putting  the  finishing  touches  on  a 
study  of  gold  dollars  1849-1889  by  va¬ 
rieties.  Bob  Kincaid  looks  forward  to 
the  publication  of  his  study  on  Lesher 
“dollars.” 

IN  ATLANTA  recently  during  the 
ANA  Convention  we  checked  out  sev¬ 
eral  highly  recommended  eateries. 

Bone’s,  a  steak  house  and 
seafood  restaurant  with  an 
elegant  menu  and  warm 
wood  paneling,  was  su¬ 
perb — and  well  worth  a 
visit.  Brio,  an  Italian  restau¬ 
rant,  was  also  a  great  expe¬ 
rience.  Contributing  to  the 
picking  of  both  were  rec¬ 
ommendations  by  friends, 
plus  that  fact  that  neither  is 
part  of  a  chain.  Today,  in 
2001  much  of  the  restau¬ 
rant  and  shopping  world  has  been  ho¬ 
mogenized,  and  it  is  no  novelty  to  eat  at 
a  Morton’s  or  Ruth’s  Chris  restaurant  as 
there  are  so  many  of  them  (but  the  food 
is  indeed  delicious). 

IN  CHICAGO  at  the  coin  conven¬ 
tion  put  on  by  Krause  Publications  in 
June,  for  which  we  conducted  our 
Geneva  Sale  auction  (a  great  success; 
thanks!),  some  of  our  staffers  had  dinner 
at  Morton’s,  and  looked  for  some  certain 
names  on  the  “wine  bins”  displayed  near 
the  maitre  d’  but  could  not  find  them — 
then  remembered  that  they  were  think¬ 
ing  of  the  Morton’s  in  Orlando. 

PROBABLY,  NOT  MANY  RE¬ 
MEMBER  that  decades  ago  there  was  a 
nationwide  coin  shop  franchise  heavily 
advertised,  called  Midas  Coin  Centers 
(no  connection  with  auto  mufflers  of 
the  same  name).  Entrepreneurs  were 
invited  to  sign  up. 
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Rare  coin  Review 


This  and  That 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


YOU  PROBABLY  DO  REMEM¬ 
BER  that  about  five  to  10  years  ago, 
sports  card  shops  were  everywhere — 
even  two  of  them  here  in  Wolfeboro.  In 
many  towns  across  America,  coin  shops 
were  virtually  non-existent,  hut  card 
shops  flourished.  As  Joel  Orosz  might 
say,  one  could  not  heave  an  egg  without 
hitting  one.  Things  change.  Recently, 
the  wife  of  a  BCkM  staffer  went  to  visit 
three  sports  cards  shops  in  the 
Concord  area  and  found  that 
they  had  all  closed. 

OTHER  THAN  THESE 
THINGS  is  everything  else 
okay?  “FA A  inspectors  found 
that  the  [Emery  World  Wide] 
airline  was  making  improper  re¬ 
pairs,  operating  unsafe  jets,  us¬ 
ing  unapproved  parts,  failing  to 
follow  and  update  its  own 
manuals  and  inadequately  keeping 
records.”  (USA  Today ) 

LEONARD  AUGSBURGER,  a 

frequent  contributor  to  our  publica¬ 
tions,  furnished  another  great  article, 
“A  Population  Study  of  1870-CC  Quar¬ 
ters,”  to  the  current  issue  of  The 
Gobrecht  Journal.  Leonard  estimates 
that  about  60  examples  survive  of  this 
rarity,  with  the  only  Mint  State  piece 
being  the  memorable  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  coin  we  sold  in  April  1997.  An  in¬ 
teresting  biography  is  given  of  a  former 
owner  of  this  particular  piece,  Major 
William  Boerum  Wetmore,  whose  col¬ 
lection  was  sold  in  June  1906. 

NOW  WE  KNOW:  “Coin  collec¬ 
tors  are  real  people,”  according  to  the 
title  of  an  article  in  the  latest  issue  of 
the  Newsletter  of  the  Metropolitan  Coin 
Club  of  Atlanta. 

RAINFALL,  RECORDS,  AND 
RUST:  An  interesting  article  by  Louis 
A.  Scuderi,  “1833  Rusted  Die  Quarters: 
A  Possible  Link  to  Climate,"  in  the  latest 
issue  of  the  John  Reich  Journal,  draws 
upon  rainfall  records.  Scuderi  is  a  clima¬ 
tologist  anti  dealt  with  historical  data  to 


find  an  explanation  for  a  severely  rusted 
quarter  dollar  dies  dated  1837.  Lo  and 
behold  —  Mr.  Scuderi  was  able  to  find 
that  in  October  1833  the  rainfall  in 
Philadelphia  was  much  higher  than  in 
any  other  surrounding  month  and,  in 
fact,  was  higher  than  any  other  time  in 
the  entire  decade .  Thus,  dampness  from 
the  rain  may  have  lead  to  the  rust. 


SOUNDED  GREAT!  “New  money 
tool  wipes  out  debts.”  Until  we  opened 
the  envelope,  and  the  form  letter  from 
MBNA  offered  a  “disappearing  debt 
loan"  which  sounds  suspiciously  like  a 
new  debt,  unless  the  MBNA  doesn’t 
want  to  be  paid!  Such  mailings  are  in¬ 
sults  to  the  intelligence  of  most  recipi¬ 
ents  it  would  seem.  Or,  perhaps  not. 

WORDS,  ETC.,  we  never  heard  of 
10  years  ago,  or  which  were  obscure,  or 
which  have  added  meanings  today: 
Spam  (unsolicited  messages,  not  neces¬ 
sary  from  Hormel),  worm  (unwanted 
computer  intrusion),  virus  (ditto),  Vir¬ 
gin  Airways  (other  passengers  are  al¬ 
lowed,  too),  cyberspace,  burn  rate  (part 
of  the  financial  planning  of  some 
dot.com  companies),  cloning,  24/7  (in 
operation  24  days  an  hour,  7  days  a 
week),  Britney  Spears  as  the  all-time 
sexiest  entertainment  person  (cf.  a  re¬ 
cent  issue  of  the  estimable  Newsweek; 
Elvis  was  way  down  on  the  list), 
“smash-mouth”  action  and  the  new 
football  league,  “arguably”  (a  word  cur¬ 
rently  in  vogue  with  popular  writers, 
which  should  be  retired  or  at  least  not 
used  as  often),  “but,  hey”  (same  com¬ 
ment  for  this  phrase),  listen  up  (does 


one  also  listen  down!),  eBay  (no  expla¬ 
nation  needed),  fiber  optics  (nothing  to 
do  with  viewing  clothing),  cell  phone 
(now  used  by  others  besides  wealthy 
convicts  in  minimum  security  prisons), 
class  action  (nothing  to  do  with  educa¬ 
tion),  global  warming  (does  it  exist,  and 
if  so,  is  it  good  or  had?),  Lexus,  virtual 
reality,  and  so  on. 

POPULAR  mail  order  items 
of  the  summer  season  seem  to 
be  various  contraptions  and  de¬ 
vices  for  killing  or  repelling 
mosquitoes — ranging  from  units 
using  propane  to  those  that  are 
battery  operated. 

THE  PROFESSIONAL 
NUMISMATISTS  GUILD 

has  just  named  Harlan  Berk  as 
its  new  president,  succeeding  Fred 
Weinberg.  Congratulations  and  good 
wishes  to  Harlan,  and  thanks  to  Fred  for 
a  job  well  done. 

NEW  COLLECTIBLE?  Jumbo  bags 
may  be  the  next  “unit”  for  collecting 
coins — supplanting  bank-wrapped  rolls 
(now  passe),  mini-bags,  and  bags.  “Error 
dealer  Fred  Weinberg  from  Encino,  Ca¬ 
lif.,  displays  one  of  the  jumbo  bags  being 
used  by  the  U.S.  Mint  to  ship  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  coins  to  Federal  Reserve 
Banks  and  subcontracted  coin  termi¬ 
nals.  The  Mint  is  shifting  to  the  larger 
hags  to  replace  the  traditional  canvas 
Mint-sewn  bags  to  save  on  baggage  han¬ 
dling  and  shipping  costs.  The  bag 
shown  contained  400,000  copper-plated 
zinc  2001 -D  Lincoln  cents  weighing 
just  over  2,200  pounds,  which  were 
shipped  from  the  Denver  Mint.  The 
bag’s  contents  represented  the  same 
number  of  coins  and  weight  that  would 
have  been  shipped  on  a  skid  of  Lincoln 
cents  contained  in  80  Mint-sewn  5, 000- 
coin  hags.  The  Mint  has  been  using  the 
jumbo  bags  for  several  months,  prima¬ 
rily  for  shipping  cents,  but  will  gradually 
phase  in  other  denominations,  expect¬ 
ing  to  complete  the  switch  by  sometime 
early  in  2002."  (Com  World) 
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U.N ited  States  Silver  cqi ns  for  Sale 


1929-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 739 

1929-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 


Lustrous  1934-S  MS-66  500 
Truly  Reiruirkable  Grade! 


1934-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
A  splendid  superb  gem  specimen  of  one  of  the 
hardest  to  find  among  the  later  issues! 4,750 


1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 319 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 269 

1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1936- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1937  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  169 

1937- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to 

find  so  nice!  . 489 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1938- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  the 

lowest  mintage  date  in  the  1930s  and  always 
has  been  an  object  of  desire.  The  present  su¬ 
perb  gem  is  of  very  special  quality!  .  1,350 

1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very 
beautiful.  A  really  lovely  specimen  of  this 
“must  have”  variety . 895 

1938- D  VF-35.  A  nice  example . 89 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1939-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1941  MS-66.  Brilliant .  165 

1941  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 

1941-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1941  -D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1941- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,175 

1942  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous . 495 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1942  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1942  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  189 

1942-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1943  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  219 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant .  44 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1943  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 


1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 279 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1943-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 


Enjoy  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars?  Collecting 
them  is  a  pleasure  when  you  buy  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  We  look  “beyond  the  grading  num¬ 
ber”  and  acquire  coins  that  are  visually  appealing  and 
among  the  finest  in  their  grade  categories.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  for  years,  indeed  decades,  we  have  helped 
to  form  some  of  the  finest  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 


collections  ever  assembled. 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 339 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1944  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1944- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 445 

1945  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 225 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 


Now  it  seems  to  us  that  we  have  the  nicest  quality 
inventory  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  anywhere  in 
the  country.  If  you  like  “high-end"  pieces,  you’ve  come 
to  the  right  place.  And,  once  you  see  the  quality  we 
deliver,  our  prices  will  seem  like  bargains! 


1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  179 

1946  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1946  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1946  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 29 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1946-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 339 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  139 

1947  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 

1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1947  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1947- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 629 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 


Franklin  Half  dollars 

Every  day  more  and  more  numismatists 
are  ordering  Franklin  half  dollars  from  us.  Ex¬ 
actly  why,  we  are  not  sure,  except  that  the 
series  is  short,  sweet,  and  affordable  to  just 
about  anyone,  especially  regarding  lovely 
Mint  State  pieces  in  grades  such  as  MS-63 
and  MS-64.  At  higher  levels  the  word  scarce 
begins  to  intervene,  and  some  of  these  are 
truly  hard  to  find. 

And,  we  have  continued  to  buy  all  the 
nice  ones  offered  to  us  for  reasonable  prices! 
All  of  this  equates  to  our  having  a  very  nice 
inventory,  one  that  will  please  the  condition¬ 
conscious  buyer.  The  completion  of  a  set, 

1948-1963,  is  within  the  reach  of  just  about 
everyone.  If  you’re  on  a  bu  sdget,  consider 
MS-63,  equivalent  to  choice  Mint  State.  If  you 
have  extra  funds  in  your  checking  account, 
consider  MS-64  or  MS-65,  and  search  for  fully 
struck  coins  with  Full  Bell  Lines.  Our  selection 
is  of  very  high  quality. 


Our  offering  is  quite  extensive,  if  you  are 
seeking  quality  and  value,  you  will  find  it  here. 

1948  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  165 

1948-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1948- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1949  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Attractive .  109 

Attractive  1949-D  Franklin  Half  Dollar 

1949- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with 

light  golden  surfaces .  1,995 

1949- D  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  * . 99 

1950- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  179 

1951  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  touch 


of  gold  at  the  rims . 975 

1951  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1951  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden 

surfaces . 495 

195 1  -S  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 95 

1952  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Lovely  mirrored  fields 

surrounded  hy  frosty  devices . 875 

1952  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


Lustrous  1952-S  Franklin  Half  Dollar 

1952-S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  rare 
in  lower  grades  or  if  indifferently  struck,  hut 
with  Full  Bell  Lines  it’s  a  different  story!  A 


find  for  the  specialist .  1,795 

1953  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. 229 

1953-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1953- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 75 

1954  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,395 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  595 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Mirrored  fields  with 

frosty  devices . 99 

1954  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1954- D  MS-65  FBL.  Brilliant . 219 

1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1954-D  MS-65.  Brilliant .  169 

1954-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69. 

1955  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1955  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 47 


1956  Type  II.  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  with  heavily  frosted  de¬ 
vices.  We  have  just  purchased  a  small 
group  (amazing!)  of  this  particular  variety, 
each  one  a  treat  to  the  eye.  Purchase  one 

for . 679 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-68  Cameo  (NGC).  Frosty 
white  devices  with  full  contrast  against  im¬ 
maculate  fields . 295 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS). 
Heavily  frosted  devices  offset  from  reflective 

fields . 295 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS). 

Brilliant .  579 

1957  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Fully  frosted  devices.  285 

1957  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 

1957  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 
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nited  States  Silver  Coins  for  Sale 


'Ot  hile  we  have  a  great  stock  of  Franklin  half 
dollars,  it  will  help  you  and  also  help  us  if  you  have 
second  choices  in  mind  when  you  telephone,  fax,  or 


mail  your  order. 

1957- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1959  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1959- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  159 


1959- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Re¬ 

viewing  our  beautiful  inventory  of  Franklin 
half  dollars  prompts  us  to  recall  the  days  of 
the  1950s  when  there  was  little  interest  in 
collecting  such  pieces,  and  we  did  not 
stock  them  singly.  In  fact,  we  had  a  general 
policy — with  just  a  few  exceptions — not  to 
stock  any  United  States  coins  dated  after 
1940!  Today  this  seems  rather  silly,  hut 
hack  then  such  pieces  played  to  a  small 
market  and  had  relatively  little  premium 
value.  Now,  competition  to  buy  choice 
Franklin  half  dollars  is  fierce,  and  it  takes 
a  great  deal  of  effort  for  us  to  maintain  our 
inventory . 59 

1960  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 57 

1960- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1961  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  379 

1961  MS65  (PCG$).  Brilliant . 89 

1961- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  975 

1961-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  195 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  gold  at  the  rims .  195 

1961-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1961- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1962  Proof-68  (NGC).  Brilliant .  79 

1962  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1962- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with 

gold  peripheral  toning . 350 

1962-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1962- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 45 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1963- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 

gold  highlights .  135 

1963-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

KENNEDY  HALF  DOLLARS 

1964  Accented  Hair.  Proof-69  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  about  as  “super  gemmy”  as  can  be 


imagined!  .  795 

1964  Proof-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1964  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 450 

1964  Accented  Hair.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  125 

1964  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  79 

1964  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1964-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1968-S  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1 19 

1968-S  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 59 


SILVER  DOLLARS 

For  decades,  knowledgeable  silver  dollar  col¬ 
lectors  have  turned  to  Rowers  and  Merena  for 
quality  coins  and  great  value.  Long-time  custom¬ 
ers  know  that  when  quality  counts,  they  can 
count  on  us  to  deliver.  Silver  dollars  have  long 
been  one  of  our  specialties  and  we  are  justifiably 
proud  of  the  fact  that  we  have  been  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  forming  some  of  the  finest  silver  dollar 
collections  ever  assembled. 

Silver  dollars  in  this  issue  include  early  vari¬ 
eties,  an  1836  Gobrecht,  a  couple  of  interesting 
Liberty  Seated  issues,  and  then  onward  to  one  of 
the  finest  offerings  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have 
ever  made! 


Draped  bust  dollars 


Beautiful  1799  Dollar 

1799  Bowers-Borckardt-167,  Bolender-14. 

Rarity-2+.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Wonderfully 
toned  in  lavender  and  blue .  1,695 

1800  BB- 191,  B- 11.  AMERICA1.  Rarity-3+. 

F-12  (PCGS).  Lovely  pewter  gray  surfaces 
with  wonderful  eye  appeal.  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  ever-popular  variety  due  to  the 
fanciful  “misspelling”  of  America .  1,395 

1802  VF-20  Dollar 

1802  BB-241,  B-6.  VF-20  (AN ACS).  Pleasing 
pewter  gray  surfaces  with  gold  highlights.  1,775 

Gobrecht  Dollar 


Attractive  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 


1836  Judd-60  Restrike.  Proof-50  (PCGS). 
Light  hairlines  over  reflective  silver  surfaces, 
cleaned  in  the  past  and  now  beginning  to 
acquire  natural  gold  toning,  visible  along  the 
border.  Die  alignment  IV  with  the  eagle  fly¬ 
ing  level  in  respect  to  the  horizontal  axis  of 
the  obverse . 8,450 

Gobrecht  dollars  are  identified  by,  among  other 
factors,  four  different  die  alignments.  These  are  signi¬ 
fied  by  the  eagle  flying  either  level  or  upward,  in 
respect  to  the  horizontal  or  vertical  axis  of  the  ob¬ 
verse.  It’s  almost  enough  to  make  your  head  swim. 
There  is,  however,  an  easier  way.  Simply  determine 
which  two  letters  on  the  reverse  are  exactly  opposite 
Miss  Liberty’s  head.  Die  Alignment  I  has  Liberty’s 


bead  opposite  IXXit  IXTLAR.  Die  Alignment  II  has 
Liberty’s  head  opposite  ES  of  STATES.  Die  Align 
ment  III  has  Liberty's  head  opposite  NE  of  ONE 
Finally,  Die  Alignment  IV  has  Liberty's  bead  oppo 
site  OF. 

liberty  Seated  Dollars 

1846  AU-58  (NGC).  An  excellent  candidate 
for  a  type  set . 995 


Lovely  1850  Seated  Liberty  Dollar 


1850  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a 
halo  of  amber  at  the  rims .  3,250 


Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

We  are  the  indisputable  world’s  leader — or 
at  least  we  think  we  are — when  it  comes  to 
buying  rare  quality  Morgan  silver  dollars. 
Read,  study,  and  critique  the  following  listing 
and  you  will  agree  that  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
selections  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have  offered 
in  recent  times. 

Check  out  our  current  selection,  then  call 
our  Rare  Coin  Gallery — the  term  for  the  “in¬ 
ventory  department”  of  our  business/team, 
Gail  Watson  and  Mark  Borckardt.  Just  a  few 
days  after  you  place  your  order  (even  quicker 
if  you  desire  overnight  delivery;  ask  about  the 
details),  some  of  the  most  beautiful  Morgan 
dollars  you’ve  ever  seen  will  be  arriving  in 
your  mailbox! 

For  some  of  the  more  plentiful  dates,  we  may 
be  several  coins  “deep”  in  inventory',  while  some 
of  the  rare  dates  listed  may  be  one-of-a-kind  in 
our  stock.  Our  best  advice  is  to  order  early  to  be 
assured  of  your  selection. 

Right  now,  Morgan  dollars  are  among  the 
most  widely  collected  of  all  American  coins.  In 
fact,  among  19th  (and  early  20th)  century  se¬ 
ries,  they  are  the  undisputed  leader.  And,  as 
well  they  should  be!  A  basic  set  of  dates  and 
mints  comprises  slightly  fewer  than  100  coins, 
most  of  which  are  available  in  attractive  Mint 
State  grades  for  less  than  several  hundred  dollars 
per  coin,  with  some  of  the  dates  available  for  a 
lot  less. 

A  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  typi¬ 
cally  seeks  “a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money.” 
There  may  be  no  better  place  in  numismatics 
than  the  Morgan  dollar  series  when  it  comes 
to  value  and  quality.  For  instance,  a  complete 
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collection,  including  one  of  each  date  and 
mint  of  Morgan  dollars,  is  actually  obtainable 
tor  most  collectors,  the  major  “stopper”  being 
the  1895  Philadelphia  Mint  Proof-only  coin. 
If  you  modify  your  goal  to  include  one  of 
each  date  and  mint  accually  struck  for  circular 
tion,  you  can  readily  put  together  an 
absolutely  complete  set.  Many  collectors  pur¬ 
chase  as  many  of  the  dates  as  are  affordable  in 
Mint  State,  and  then  add  the  rarities  such  as 
the  1889-CC,  1 893 -S,  and  1895-0  issues  in 
slightly  circulated  grades.  With  so  many  op¬ 
tions  available,  is  it  any  wonder  that  Morgan 
dollars  are  so  popular? 

Collecting  Suggestions  and  Strategy 
(from  QDB) 

A  very  effective  way  to  build  a  beautiful  col¬ 
lection  of  Morgan  dollars,  consisting  of  the 
nearly  100  different  dates  and  mintmarks  in  the 
series,  is  as  follows: 

1 .  Select  a  pricing  point,  say  $300  per  coin  (or 
$100,  or  $1,000 — this  is  your  call). 

2.  Purchase  one  of  each  different  MS-65  coin 
you  can  purchase  for  $300  or  less.  Some  will  be 
a  lot  less,  while  others  will  challenge  the  $300 
mark.  Make  up  a  “want  list”  for  the  ones  that 
theoretically  cost  $300  or  less  in  MS-65  grade, 
and  keep  it  on  hand  to  work  with. 

3.  Now,  from  the  coins  that  you  did  not  pur¬ 
chase  as  per  No.  2  above  or  did  not  add  to  your 
want  list,  run  through  the  series  again,  and 
make  a  list  of  all  that  cost  $300  or  less  in  MS- 
64  grade.  Buy  what  you  can  and  make  a  want 
list  for  others. 

4.  Now,  deleting  the  items  from  Nos.  2  and 
3  above,  make  a  list  of  the  remaining  coins  that 
you  can  buy  in  MS-63  grade  for  $300  or  less.  By 
this  time,  you  will  have  on  your  list  well  over 
half  of  the  different  varieties  in  the  set — all  in 
choice  to  gem  Mint  State! 

5.  Now  that  the  easier  ones  are  past,  make  a 
list  of  the  remaining  pieces  that  you  can  buy  in 
MS-60  to  MS-62  grade  for  $300  or  less.  You  will 
be  nearly  at  the  finish  line! 

6.  Now,  make  a  list  of  the  “toughies”  that 
remain — such  as  the  1889-CC,  1 893 -S,  and  a 
few  others,  and  one-hy-one,  consulting  mar¬ 
ket  listings,  make  up  a  want  list  as  to  the 
grade  you  want — perhaps  VF  for  the  1893-S, 
or  whatever,  realizing  that  some  of  the  key 
remaining  issues  will  cost  you  more  than 
$300  each. 

Do  not  he  in  a  hurry.  Getting  there  is  half 
the  fun!  Buy  carefully  and  slowly.  Cherrypick 
for  quality  along  the  way.  1  suggest  buying  the 
MS-65  and  MS-64  coins  first,  as  in  this  way 
you  will  have  a  very  impressive  display  nearly 
at  the  outset,  providing  a  basis  for  your  later 
acquisitions  at  leisure. 


Choice  Proof  1878  Morgan  Dollar 
8  Tailfeathers,  500  Struck 


1878  8  Tailfeathers.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Deep 
golden  gray  surfaces  exhibit  rich  peach,  gold, 
and  electric  blue  iridescence  evenly  distrib¬ 
uted  on  both  sides.  From  a  Proof  mintage  for 
the  date  of  500  pieces,  a  fairly  low  Proof  out¬ 
put  within  the  context  of  the  series. ..  2,995 

1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely 
and  affordable  gem  specimen  of  the  first 

Carson  City  Morgan  dollar .  1,350 

1878-CC  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1878-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  gorgeous 
frosty  devices  set  off  from  immaculate  reflec¬ 
tive  fields .  1,050 

1878-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,050 

1878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 65 

1878-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

Gorgeous  Proof  1879  Dollar 
Low-Mintage  Rarity 

1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  iridescent 

toning.  Very  difficult  to  find  so  choice!  A 
low-mintage  issue  in  Proof  format,  com¬ 
pared  to  the  millions  of  circulation  strikes. 
Today,  the  market  price  of  Proof  Morgan 
dollars  is  quite  low,  in  our  opinion.  It  is  an 
interesting  challenge  to  build  a  date  set. 
Perhaps  this  beautiful  coin  will  furnish  a 
beginning .  1,550 

1879  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  fully  brilliant 
with  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal.  Far 
scarcer  than  many  Morgan  dollars  in  gem 


quality . 945 

1879  AU-58.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces . 24 


Gem  1879-0  Dollar 


1879-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  superb 
lustre  and  eye  appeal.  Full  white  and  certain 
to  please  any  Morgan  enthusiast . 2,750 


1879-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  149 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  295 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  PL  (NGC). 
Superb  frosty  devices.  The  obverse  is  blast 
white  and  the  reverse  has  lovely  gold  and 

rose  peripheral  toning .  345 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879  MS-66.  Brilliant.  .  239 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 239 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  frosty  centers  with  amber  peripheral 

toning  at  the  rims . 239 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  DPL  (NGC). 

Brilliant . 425 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ..  99 
1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 99 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64  PL  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 89 

1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 879 


Deep  Mirror  Prooflike  1880  Morgan  Dollar 
1880  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  mirrored 

fields  and  wonderful  frosty  devices .  1,575 

1880  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant.  A  satiny  example  of  a  New  Orleans 
Mint  issues  that  is  quite  scarce  in  Mint  State 

grades .  1,150 

1880-0  MS-62.  Brilliant .  195 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

gold  at  the  rims .  195 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1880-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  119 

1880-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 649 

1880-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  895 


1880-S  MS-66  Brilliant . 239 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  gold  at  the 

rims . 239 

1880-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Light  amber  periph¬ 
eries .  195 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1880-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1880-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 

more  popular  varieties  in  the  series . 45 

1880-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1880-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 28 


Lovely  Proof  1881  $1 

1881  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Even  pale  gold  with 
full  reflectivity  and  great  eye  appeal  for  the 
assigned  grade.  This  piece  would  liven  up  any 
collection  of  Morgan  dollars  or  would  be  a 
magnificent  representation  of  the  design  in  a 

type  set .  1,750 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 

whisper  of  gold  on  the  obverse . 99 

1881  MS-63.  Brilliant . 46 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 6^5 

1881-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  With  ANACScertifi 

cate .  M5 
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Gem  1881-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1881-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
This  issue  is  seldom  encountered  in  gem 

quality .  1,650 

1881-S  MS-67  PL  (NGC).  An  exceptionally 
high-grade  example  of  this  exceedingly  popu¬ 
lar  mintmark . 895 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1881-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant .  195 

The  1881-S  is  the  most  available  of  the  early 
Morgan  dollar  varieties  in  terms  of  sharply  struck, 
high-grade  Mint  State  coins.  We  always  try  to  have  a 
nice  supply  on  hand.  If  you  have  a  friend  who  might  he 
interested  in  Morgan  dollars,  consider  buying  an  1 88 1  - 
S  as  a  gift.  The  recipient  will  surely  he  grateful  and  quite 


impressed! 

1881-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1881-S  MS-64  PL.  Brilliant . 79 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  is  the 

Morgan  dollar  for  all  seasons . 45 

1881-S  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 


Superb  Gem  1882  Dollar 
1882  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  exception¬ 
ally  high  grade  specimen  of  this  popular  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar  date  .  1,975 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 549 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  am¬ 
ber  toning  on  the  rims .  549 

1882  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ...  575 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

Lovely  Gem  Mint  State  1882-0  $1 
MS-65  DMPL 


1882-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
silver  gray  surfaces  with  perhaps  a  dusting  of 
pale  gold  at  the  centers.  A  date  that  is  sel¬ 
dom  found  so  fine;  in  fact,  PCGS  has  only 
graded  one  example  of  the  date  at  a  higher 
grade.  Truly  one  of  the  finest  examples  of 
the  date  extant,  and  almost  certain  to  sell 
quickly.  Will  your  call  he  the  first  inquiry 
about  this  beauty?  Please,  act  quickly  to  cap¬ 
ture  this  winner  for  your  Morgan  dollar  col¬ 


lection . 4,950 

1882-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Br.lliant.975 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 


1882- S  MS-63.  Brilliant .  36 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1883-CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1883-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  325 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  325 

1883-0  MS-65.  Brilliant .  109 

1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 48 

1883-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 


Choice  and  Lustrous  1883-S  Dollar 
Highly  Important  Rarity 


1885  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 89 

1885  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1885  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 

1885  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1885  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  38 

1885  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1885-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1885-0  MS-67  (NGt  ').  Brilliant  with  impressive 

cartwheel  lustre  and  frosty  devices .  1,195 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1885-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 48 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant .  36 

1885-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  36 


Lustrous  Gem  Mint  State  1885-S  $1 
1885-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mainly  brilliant  and 
highly  lustrous,  with  just  a  nuance  of  pale 
champagne  toning.  A  splendid  representative 


1883-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light 
reflectivity  and  great  lustre.  This  is  one  of  the 
scarce  dates  among  Morgan  dollars,  a  rarity 

in  choice  or  gem  Mint  State . 4,500 

TELL  A  FRIEND  about  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries.  Share  with  them  the  enjoyment  you  have  expe¬ 
rienced — the  pleasure  of  doing  business  with  a  long- 
established  firm  that  is  well  known  for  delivering 
quality  coins  at  reasonable  prices,  accompanied  by 
good  service.  If  you  would  like  us  to  send  a  complimen¬ 
tary  copy  of  one  of  our  catalogues  to  a  collecting 
acquaintance,  just  give  us  the  name  and  address  and  we 


will  do  so. 

1884  MS-64  Brilliant .  59 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1884  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers  with  a 
whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims . 59 


1884-CC  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant..  1,195 

1884-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Exception¬ 
ally  high  grade!  Exceptionally  nice!  Our  buy¬ 
ers — namely  Gordon  Wrubel  and  Mark 
Borckardt— have  been  traveling  far  and  wide 


to  find  such  coins  as  this!  . 895 

1884-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant .  325 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1884-0  MS-66.  Brilliant . 299 

1884-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 299 

1884-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 695 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1884-0  MS-64-  Brilliant . 4C? 

1884-0  MS-63.  Brilliant .  ^6 

1884-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  36 


1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  intro¬ 
ductory  coin  to  illustrate  the  New  Orleans 

Mint . ^6 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1885  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  189 


JOHN  S.  WRITES 

Dear  Dave: 

Just  wanted  to  let  you  know  that 
I  received  the  reholdered  1879-S 
MS-65rL  Morgan  dollar  in  the  mail 
yesterday. 


I  wanted  to  take  a  moment  to 
thank  you  and  everyone  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  for  making  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  this  coin  (the  first  of  many 
others  I  hope)  a  very  pleasurable  ex¬ 
perience.  It  took  a  while  to  get  the 
selection  just  right. .  .but  everyone  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  was  most  help¬ 
ful,  even  when  it  came  down  to 
reholdering  the  coin  due  to  a  couple 
of  chips  on  the  holder. 

The  coin  will  he  the  first  certified 
Morgan  dollar  for  my  godson 
Jonathan.  I  know  that  he  will  he  as 
excited  to  receive  it  as  I  was  when  1 
opened  the  package  yesterday. 

Thanks  for  everything  and  please 
make  sure  to  keep  the  Rare  Com  Re¬ 
view'  and  The  Coin  Collector  coming 
my  way. 
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example  of  a  date  that  is  seldom  found  finer 
than  the  present  specimen,  and  desirable  for 
just  that  reason.  Add  this  beautiful  Morgan 


dollar  to  your  collection  right  now!  ....  1,950 

1886  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant .  795 

1886  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 239 

1886  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1888  MS-64-  Brilliant . 49 

1886  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 49 


1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Our  listing  is 
sufficiently  comprehensive  that  it  is  a  pleas¬ 
ant  and  easy  experience  to  order  a  dozen  or 
two  dozen  or  three  dozen  different  inexpen¬ 
sive  Morgan  dollars,  all  in  beautiful  Mint 
State,  and  form  the  nucleus  of  a  specialized 
collection.  When  our  package  arrives  in  your 
mailbox  you  will  be  delighted  at  the  quality 
you  gaze  upon.  We  guarantee  it!  Morgan 
dollars  are  fun  to  collect,  and  our  inventory 
of  choice  pieces  gives  you  one  of  the  finest 
selections  you  will  ever  see . 49 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 36 

1886-S  MS-63  DPL  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers 

with  light  peripheral  toning.  Somewhat 
scarce  so  select . 995 

1887  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1887  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 96 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently 

bought  a  hoardlet  of  certified  1887  dollars, 
all  graded  by  PCGS.  Have  us  send  one  to 

you  for . 45 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1887  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 


Gem  1887-0  Dollar 


1 887-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  example  is 
sharply  struck  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and 
outstanding  aesthetic  appeal.  One  of  the 
more  difficult  to  find  Morgan  dollars  at  the 

MS-65  level,  a  connoisseur’s  coin  4,250 

1887-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 345 


Fax  Your  Order 

603-569-5319 


“Great”  1887-S  Dollar 


1887-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Well  struck  with 
lovely  cartwheel  lustre.  A  truly  great  coin, 
combining  high  numerical  grade  with  sharp 
strike  and  excellent  eye  appeal — an  “every¬ 


thing  I’ve  ever  wanted”  coin!  . 3,250 

1887-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 539 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  195 


Marvelous  1888-0  Dollar 


1888-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  im¬ 
maculate  surfaces  and  full  satiny  lustre.  A 
truly  exceptional  1888-0  dollar,  one  of  the 
finest  we  have  ever  had  in  stock.  This  is  a 
once-in-a-lifetime  coin.  That  is,  once  you 
buy  it,  you  are  set  for  life — no  need  to  ever 

look  at  another!  . 3,250 

1888-0  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A  lovely  example 
with  fully  brilliant  lustre  on  the  devices.  695 

1888-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1888-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1888-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1888-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 535 


DMPL  1889-CC  Morgan  Dollar 
Choice,  Beautiful,  and  Rare! 

Key  Date  among  Carson  City  Dollars 


1889-CC  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  Only  1 3  pieces  graded  higher  by 


PCGS  and  NGC.  The  1889-CC  in  Mint 
State  is  far  and  away  the  rarest  Carson  City 
Morgan  dollar  and  handily  outdistances  its 
closest  rivals,  the  elusive  1879-CC  and  1893- 
CC.  As  such,  it  has  acquired  an  aura  of  fame 
in  recent  years.  Offerings  of  coins  in  higher 
grades  are  apt  to  be  one  at  a  time  (instead  of 
by  the  roll  or  bag).  A  Mint  State  coin  is  a  can¬ 
didate  for  a  picture  and  effusive  description  in 
an  auction  catalogue,  and  it  goes  without  say¬ 
ing  that  a  DMPL  coin  is  a  “must”  for  front  row, 
center  excitement!  Some  notes,  hopefully.of 
interest,  are  given  below .  29,750 

Notes  on  the  1889-CC  Dollar 

The  Carson  City  Mint,  which  had  produced  its  last 
gold  and  silver  coins  in  1885,  reopened  on  July  1, 1889. 
Coinage  resumed  in  October.  In  the  brief  remaining 
time,  just  350,000  1889-CC  dollars  were  struck,  a  very 
low  figure  among  Morgan  issues. 

When  Carson  City  dollars  were  being  paid  out  from 
the  Cash  Room  at  the  Treasury  Department  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  many  thousands  of  all  issues  1878-1893  were 
distributed,  except  1889-CC.  Apparently,  only  a  few 
single  coins  and  rolls  were  given  out,  some  as  early  as 
1933-1934-  By  the  1950s,  possibly  only  a  few  hundred 
coins  remained  on  hand  at  the  Cash  Room.  During 
research  for  the  multi-volume  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States  :  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  the 
writer  (QDB)  found  no  record  of  bags  being  distributed 
from  Washington  during  that  decade  or  later. 

It  is  probably  the  case  that  more  1889-CC  dollars 
were  stored  at  the  San  Francisco  M  int  and/or  in  Federal 
Reserve  stocks  in  the  West  than  at  the  Treasury  Build¬ 
ing.  In  1925  and  1926,  quantities  of  1889-CCs  were 
paid  out  at  face  value  from  storage  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  Bags  that  came  to  light  in  the  1950s  are  all  from 
the  San  Francisco  Mint  vaults,  so  far  as  I  know.  In  the 
1950s  a  bag  of  1,000  pieces  was  released  in  Montana, 
followed  by  another  in  the  early  1960s.  Apparently, 
the  first  bag  contained  many  heavily  marked  coins, 
“sliders”  if  you  will,  of  a  quality  that  today  would  be 
called  AU-55  or  58.  In  addition,  at  least  two  intact  bags 
were  in  existence  in  1976  (one  of  these  is  from  the  Ben 
Stack  group  mentioned  below).  Probably,  these  have 
not  been  distributed,  and  where  they  are  today  in  2001 
is  anyone’s  guess.  Perhaps  during  the  past  quarter 
century  they  were  put  on  the  market  slowly.  Consider¬ 
ing  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  numismatists  love 
Morgan  dollars,  there  are  simply  not  enough  1 889-CC 
dollars  to  go  around.  If  we  had  a  bag  of  them  in 
inventory,  I  imagine  it  would  be  a  sellout  on  an  indi¬ 
vidual  coin  basis  in  the  wink  of  an  eye! 

Harry  Warner  of  Mill  Valley,  California,  told 
Walter  Breen  that  he  once  owned  a  bag  of  1 ,000  coins. 
The  late  Ben  Stack  told  Harry  J.  Forman  that  he 
bought  two  bags  by  advertising  (1954)  in  the  Las  Vegas 
Sun,  and  another  was  acquired  in  this  way  or  by  buying 
it  separately.  One  of  these  bags  went  to  Irving  Davidoff, 
owner  of  the  Klondyke  Coin  Exchange  in  New  York 
City;  another  was  dispersed  at  $  1 40  per  roll  of  20  coins 
($7  apiece);  the  third  was  still  owned  by  Ben  Stack  as 
of  February  1976,  for  he  offered  it  to  me  at  that  time. 

Only  one  solitary  coin  was  left  in  the  Treasury  when 
the  government  decided  to  hold  back  CC  dollars  after 
payouts  were  halted  in  March  1964! 

The  1889-CC  is  very  scarce  in  worn  grades. 
Apparently,  relatively  few  were  released  intocircula 
tion  in  or  near  the  year  of  mintage.  Most  that  come  on 
the  market  show  quite  a  bit  of  wear,  and  grades  from 
VG-8  through  VF-30  are  encountered  more  often 
than  higher  grades  as  EF-40  to  AU-58.  In  1992,  the 
1889-CC  in  worn  grades  was  the  second  most  valu 
able  (after  1891-S)  business  strike  Morgan  dollar 
Walter  H.  Breen  reported  that  in  more  than  20  years 
of  keeping  records,  he  has  seen  many  worn  1891  S 
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doll  .its  hut  only  a  few  worn  18^3-CC  coins. 

Most  Mint  State  1889-CC  dollars  on  the  market 
are  in  lower  grade  levels,  often  with  dull,  washed-out 
appearing  surfaces.  Marginal  pieces  will  usually  he  fully 
struck  hut  will  have  poor  lustre  and  heavy  hagmarks. 
The  activities  of  PCGS,  NGC,  and  certain  of  their 
contemporaries  have  made  it  possible  to  choose  grades 
when  buying  and  have  a  decent  chance  of  getting  what 
you  expect. 

Nearly  all  1889-CC  dollars  are  well  struck  with 
excellent  definition  of  details.  The  lustre  is  usually  of 
medium  intensity  on  MS-63  or  finer  coins,  often  a  hit 
satiny.  Deeply  frosty,  coruscating,  lustrous  coins  are 
not  typical;  in  fact,  I  do  not  recall  ever  having  seen  one. 

I  estimate  that  5,000  to  8,000  remain  in  the  MS- 
60  to  62  range,  this  figure  including  several  thousand 
coins  still  in  hags,  undistributed.  At  the  MS-63  level 
about  1 ,500  to  3,000  are  believed  to  survive.  From  that 
point  the  population  drops  to  just  400  to  800  for  MS- 
64  and  only  80  to  1 50  for  MS-65  or  better.  In  the  last- 
named  grade,  the  1 889-CC  is  one  of  the  top  ten  rarest 
Morgan  dollars,  although  it  hardly  rivals  the  1893-S. 

Prooflike  coins:  Prooflike  1889-CC  dollars  are 
highly  desired.  However,  nearly  50%  of  all  Mint  State 
coins  display  prooflike  characteristics.  In  fact,  this  issue 
is  distinctive  among  Morgan  dollars  in  that  it  is  just 
about  as  available  in  prooflike  finish  as  with  satiny 
lustre.  Prooflike  coins  are  usually  cameos,  but  often 
have  numerous  bagmarks  from  the  effects  of  Treasury 
storage  and  handling  over  the  years.  Many  DMPL 
coins  have  been  certified,  nearly  all  being  MS-63 
DMPL  (as  offered  here)  or  lower. 

Gem  1889-S  Dollar 

1889- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Nicely  struck 

and  very  pleasing  in  every  respect — a  numis¬ 
matic  jewel! .  1,995 

Scarce  1890  Deep  Mirror  Prooflike  Dollar 

1890  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Nice  cameo  contrast 
and  great  lustre.  A  choice  and  frosty  dollar  that 
would  he  difficult  to  locate  in  finer  grade;  PCGS 
has  certified  only  three  higher . 1,395 

Handsome  Gem  1890-0  $1 

1890- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Choice  for  the  grade 

with  outstanding  eye  appeal  and  lustre  and 
an  above-average  strike.  A  worthy  specimen 
for  any  advanced  collection . 2,150 

Glittering  1890-0  Dollar 

1890-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Heavily 
frosted  and  very  attractive .  1,450 

Notable  1891-CC  Dollar 


1 891  -CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Superb  satiny  lustre 
and  mint  frost.  Great  eye  appeal  and  always 
popular.  Quite  scarce  in  comparison  to  the 
demand  for  it . 3,450 


1891-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Also  with  AN  ACS 

certificate .  789 

1891-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 53 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  of  this  somewhat  elusive  Philadelphia 
Mint  Morgan  dollar . 679 


Gem  Mint  State  1892-CC  Dollar 


1892-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
a  whisper  of  gold  and  blue  at  the  upper  ob¬ 
verse  border.  A  wonderful  example  of  this 
issue,  from  the  very  popular  Carson  City, 
Nevada  Mint . 6,950 


Exceptional  Gem  1892-CC  Dollar 
Seldom  Seen  So  Beautiful! 


1892-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  frosty  cen¬ 
ters  with  a  whisper  of  light  russet  peripheral 
toning  and  lightly  reflective  fields.  Superb 
eye  appeal.  The  1892-CC  is  one  of  the  more 
difficult  Carson  City  issues  to  obtain  at  this 
level,  and  only  infrequently  are  we  privileged 
to  have  one  in  stock.  We  reiterate  that  in 
order  for  any  Morgan  dollar  to  be  purchased 
by  us  it  has  to  meet  several  tests — including 
being  an  excellent  example  of  its  numerical 
grade  level,  being  an  excellent  example  of  its 
strike  and  other  characteristics  of  a  given 
date  and  mintmark,  and,  to  be  attractive  to 
behold,  and,  finally,  to  be  a  good  value  for 
the  money  paid.  It  is  often  the  case  that  we 
have  to  review  a  dozen  or  more  coins  before 
finding  one  that  is  just  right  for  our  inventory 
and  for  resale . 7,350 

AU  1892-S  Morgan  Dollar 
1892-S  AU-50  (NGC).  A  high  degree  of  lustre 
remains  on  the  surfaces  of  this  lightly  circu¬ 
lated  key-date  Morgan  dollar  issue.  A  scatter¬ 
ing  of  faint  marks  is  present — as  should  be 
expected  for  the  assigned  grade — none  of 


which  immediately  draw  the  viewer’s  eye. 


Altogether  pleasing  for  the  grade .  1 .495 

1893-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  ch.im 
pagne  surfaces . 975 


Lustrous  1894  Dollar 
Choice  and  Rare 


1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  at¬ 
tractive.  This  issue  is  always  in  demand.  We 
try  to  keep  examples  in  stock  at  all  times, 
however,  such  a  goal  is  not  easily  accom¬ 
plished . 3,650 


Pleasing  1894-0  Dollar 
Choice  and  Rare 


1894-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  attractive  satiny  lustre. ..  3,250 


Important  1895  Morgan  $1  Rarity 
The  “King”  of  Morgan  Dollars 


1895  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  Mir- 
faces  with  a  modicum  of  frost  on  the  devices. 
A  pleasing  example — for  the  grade — of  this 
important  Proof-only  issue — the  rarest  of  all 
Morgan  dollars  by  far.  Add  this  to  your  col¬ 
lection  to  complete  your  set! .  24,500 

So  far  as  is  known,  no  circulation  strikes  exist  of  the 
Philadelphia  Morgan  dollar  .  Only  880  Prixifs  were  striK  k , 
thus  constituting  the  source  for  the  remaining  supph 
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Over  the  years  the  1895  dollar  has  been  the  key  to 
the  Morgan  dollar  set.  While  several  other  issues  are 
rarer  in  higher  grades  (high  Mint  State  grades  for 
circulation  strikes  as  compared  to  high  Proof  grades  tor 
the  1895),  these  other  issues  are  available  in  lower 
grades.  Taking  all  grades  as  a  whole,  the  1 895  has  by  far 
the  lowest  total  population  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series. 
Probably,  a  few  more  than  500  are  known  today  from 
the  original  Proof  mintage  of  880  coins. 

Although  12,000  circulation  strikes  are  listed  in 
the  Anniuil  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint ,  no  example 
with  mint  frost  has  ever  been  seen  by  the  cataloguer, 
and  such  may  not  exist. 

Mintage  mystery:  Mintage  figures  for  the  year 
1895  indicate  that  880  Proofs  were  minted  plus  12,000 
circulation  strikes.  However,  not  a  single  Uncirculated 
or  worn  circulation  strike  has  ever  been  authenticated, 
and  it  is  believed  that  not  a  single  business  strike  exists 
today.  Thus,  any  numismatist  desiring  an  1 895  Morgan 
dollar  must  by  necessity  acquire  one  of  the  remaining 
Proof  specimens.  Year  in  and  year  out,  decade  after 
decade,  the  1895  Proof  dollar  has  been  a  key  coin,  and 
worthy  of  the  title  “King  of  Morgan  Dollars.” 

A  probable  scenario  for  the  disappearance  of  1 2 ,000 
business  strikes  is  that  these  coins  may  represent  an 
accounting  error  and  were  actually  dated  1 894.  Alter¬ 
natively,  the  entire  business  strike  mintage  of  1895- 
dated  dollars,  representing  12  bags  of  1,000  coins  each, 
was  melted  under  the  Pittman  Act  of  1918,  which  saw 
the  destruction  of  over  270  million  silver  dollars  of 
earlier  dates.  The  definitive  is  the  article  on  the  1895 
dollar  by  Henry  T.  Hettger  (with  additions  by  QDB  ) 
in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  99. 

1896  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Not  rare,  hut  at  the 


MS-66  level,  is  somewhat  elusive .  675 

1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  gold 

and  amber  highlights .  169 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 52 


1897  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lightly  re¬ 


flective.  Readily  available  in  lower  grades, 
but  decidedly  elusive  in  the  superb  gem  Mint 
State  preservation  offered  here .  1,475 

1897  MS-65.  Brilliant . 249 

1897-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light 

golden  toning .  1,295 

1897-0  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  centers 

with  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 495 

1897-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1897-0  AU-55  (NGC) . 289 

1898  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Exceptionally 

high  grade! .  1,129 


Gem  Deep  Mirror  Prooflike 
1898-0  Dollar 


1898-0  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
with  fully  brilliant  surfaces  highlighted  by  a 
touch  of  light  gold  toning  along  the  borders. 
Wonderful  cameo  contrast  adds  to  the  aes¬ 


thetic  appeal  of  this  gem . 2,795 

1898-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 


1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Only  one  in 
stock  as  this  listing  is  being  prepared.  First 


order  owns  it  for .  715 

1899-0  MS-66.  Brilliant .  385 

1899-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  385 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  115 

1899- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  halo  of 

gold  on  the  rims .  1 1 5 

1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  745 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1900- O/CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1900- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1901  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1901- 0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1901  -S  AU-53.  Lightly  toned . 229 

1902- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 

1903  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1903- 0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 925 

1904- 0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 679 

1904-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1904-0  MS-64-  Brilliant . 48 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1904-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 36 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  135 
1921  Morgan.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


Peace  dollars _ 

When  our  buyers  travel  around  the  United 
States  they  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice  Peace 
dollars,  seeking  to  acquire  coins  that  have  a  lot 
of  good  old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  It  could  be 
that  this  is  why  we  sell  so  many  Peace  dollars. 
Once  someone  “discovers”  us,  they  usually  finish 
their  collection  right  here! 

Peace  dollars  are  eminently  collectible  inas¬ 
much  as  all  are  affordable,  although  the  1934-S 
in  high  grades  (an  example  of  which  we  do  not 
offer  at  the  moment)  is  a  bit  expensive,  but 
worth  it.  Individual  pieces  are  very  attractive  to 
contemplate,  particularly  in  hand-selected  qual¬ 
ity  of  MS-63  finer.  We  have  recently  added 
many  nice  Peace  silver  dollars  to  our  inventory, 
and  we  invite  you  to  review  the  comprehensive 
offering  we  present.  And,  buy  an  “Eagle”  album 
to  display  your  certified  set — and  in  that  way  you 
can  enjoy  your  coins  at  a  glance. 


Delightful  and  Choice  1921  Peace  Dollar 
Lustrous  Gem  Mint  State! 


1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satim 
surfaces  with  just  a  hint  of  light  reverse  ton 


A  LETTER  FROM  DAVID  K. 


Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

Firstly  I  must  thank  you  for  sending 
me  the  printout.  1  had  never  heard  the 
fanciful  story  about  John  Hull,  mintmas- 
ter  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
Colony,  circa  1652 
1678,  placing  his 
daughter  on  a  scale 
and  balancing  her 
weight  with  early 
Mass,  silver  such  as 
the  “tree”  coins  he 
obtained  as  compensa¬ 
tion  for  his  services  as 
mintmaster.  It  seems  a  bit  barbaric  as 
a  custom  to  me.  The  story  is  fascinating 
though.  I  am  reminded  that  one  interest¬ 
ing  aspect  of  collecting  coins  is  the  inter¬ 
esting  stories,  fact  and  fiction,  behind 
them. 

Your  firm  is  the  only  large  numis¬ 
matic  firm  1  know  that  goes  out  of  its  way 
to  educate  its  customers.  Perhaps  your 
firm  slogan  should  be  either  “The  person¬ 


able  firm  in  the  rare  coin  business,”  or 
“Our  firm  educates  you  before  you  buy 
the  coin.” 

1  recently  did  succeed  in  buying  a 
copy  of  The  Coins  of  Massachusetts,  by 
Sidney  Noe,  on  eBay.  It  is  difficult  to  find 
such  books.  For  some  series  the  books  are 
rarer  than  the  coins.  I  wish  some¬ 
one  published  reprints  of 
these  classic  texts. 
Well,  thanks  again 
for  all  your  kindness 
and  courtesy  and  that 
of  your  fine  staff.  1  tell 
people  about  you  that 
you  are  one  of  the  big¬ 
gest  coin  dealers,  but  that 
IMHO  (in  my  humble  opinion)  you  are  the 
best  coin  dealership,  bar  none,  to  deal  with. 
Have  a  wonderful  summer! 

Best  regards, 

David  K. 

PS:  I  am  looking  for  a  Rosa  Ameri¬ 
cana  coin,  variety  Breen  140. 
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mg.  A  delightful  example  sure  to  please  the 


most  discriminating  buyer . 2,750 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 44 

1922  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1922  Double  Die  Reverse.  MS-61  (ANACS). 

Brilliant . 99 

1923  MS-66.  Brilliant .  599 

1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant .  599 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  599 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant .  105 

1923  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant .  105 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  105 

1923  MS-64-  Brilliant . 44 

1923  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 44 

192 5  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1925  MS-65.  Brilliant .  105 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 

1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  outstand¬ 
ing  frosty  lustre .  1,850 

1926  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 


Superb  1926-D  Silver  Dollar 
1926-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  seen 
at  this  high  grpde  level.  A  beautiful  piece 


with  wonderful  eye  appeal .  1,650 

1926-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light 

champagne  peripheral  toning .  795 

1926-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


Impressive  1928  Peace  Dollar 
Lowest  Mintage  in  the  Series 
Gem  Mint  State! 


1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  highly  lus¬ 
trous  satiny  surfaces.  We  are  always  looking 
for  gem  quality  1928  Peace  dollars,  and  they 
are  seldom  encountered.  This  has  been  a 
“must  have”  coin  for  a  long  time,  due  to  its 
enticingly  small  mintage  figure  (lowest  in  the 
regular  Peace  dollar  series) . 2,950 

In  the  1950s  your  editor  enjoyed  looking  through 
1 ,000-coin  hags  in  hank  reserves  in  Pennsylvania,  this 
being  in  the  era  well  before  the  great  Treasury  release 
of  1 962-4  Every  so  often  1  would  find  a  Mint  State 
1928  and  save  it  for  resale. 

1 928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  649 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Champagne  surfaces 
with  deep  golden  toning  around  the  periph¬ 
ery . 950 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,050 


Gem  Uncirculated  1934-D  $1 
1 9  34-D  MS-65  ( PCGS).  A  satiny  and  lustrous 
gem  with  a  hint  of  pale  rose.  A  beautiful  coin 


in  all  regards .  1,995 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 

champagne  surfaces . 645 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  155 


Eisenhower  dollars 

1972-S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  150 

1974-S  Silver.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Brilliant. ..  225 

Susan  b.  Anthony  Dollars 

1981-SType  II.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS). 
Brilliant . 319 

Trade  Dollars 

1874-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with 
a  Chinese  chopmark,  rather  small,  on  the 
eagle’s  right  (per  observer’s  stance)  wing.  A 
trade  dollar  in  its  finest  sense — a  coin  that 
has  been  to  China  and  back  and  which  was 
actually  used  in  trade,  or  at  least  which 
reached  a  banker  or  counting  room  (it  is  a 
philosophical  question  as  to  whether  any 
chopmarked  coin  can  be  Mint  State,  and  we 
will  avoid  this  subject  here!) . 795 

1874-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent  sur¬ 
faces . 829 

1874- S  MS-60  (ANACS).  Lustrous  lightly 

toned  surfaces . 495 

1875- CC  Type  I/I  MS-60.  Brilliant .  795 

Lovely  1875-S  Trade  Dollar 
Choice  MS-64 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
highly  lustrous,  with  just  a  whisper  of  pale 
champagne  toning  in  places.  A  splendid  coin 
for  the  grade — over  the  years,  we  have 
handled  many  examples  of  the  date  at  a 
slightly  higher  grade  that  were  not  so  impres¬ 
sive  as  the  present  piece.  One  look  at  this 
beauty  and  you  will  treasure  it  in  your  collec¬ 
tion  for  years  to  come! . 2,950 

The  obverses  of  Type  I  trade  dollars  have  the  two 
points  of  the  ribbon  with  LIBERT1!  upon  it  pointing 
distinctly  to  the  viewer’s  left,  while  the  reverses  of  the 
Type  I  pieces  show  a  berry  below  the  eagles  left 
(viewer’s  right)  claw.  On  the  Type  II  obverse,  the 
ribbon  ends  point  downward,  while  the  reverse  of  the 
Type  II  pieces  lacks  a  berry. 


1877  MS-61  (ANACS).  Lustrous  with  deep 

rose  toning  toward  the  rims . 695 

1877  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  champagne 
surfaces . 429 


Lustrous  1877-S  Trade  Dollar 


1877-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
fully  brilliant  and  frosty  lustre .  3,1  50 

Frosty  Proof-63  Trade  Dollar 
Key  Proof-Only  Date 


1878  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  devices  with 
light  golden  surfaces.  Mintage  limited  to 
Proofs  for  collectors,  with  net  related  circu¬ 
lation  strikes.  Always  a  key  date,  always  in 
demand.  Much  harder  to  find  than  the 
Proof-only  issues  of  the  subsequent  two 
years . 2,295 


Cameo  1880  Trade  Dollar 


1880  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  frosty 
devices  with  reflective  surfaces.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  Proof  only  year .  4,475 
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Buffalo  S$1 

PCGS  MS69 
200 1-D 

9793.69/70046382 


200 1-D  Buffalo  Dollar 
Mint  State'69  (PCGS) 


- The  Best 

For  many  buyers,  the  demand  for  the  best 
is  what  collecting  modern  issues  is  all  about. 
At  Bowers  and  Merena  top  quality  has  been 
our  number  one  priority  for  nearly  50  years, 
although  only  in  recent  times  have  we 
played  to  the  great  demand  and  many  client 
requests  for  modern  Mint  issues.  No  doubt, 
today’s  new  issues  will  he  tomorrow’s  classics. 
Of  course,  the  future  price  of  these  or  any 
other  coins  is  unknown  (not  even  the 
United  States  government  can  predict 


The  2001  Buffalo  silver  dollar  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  coins  in  the  history  of  the 
US  Mint.  This  beautiful  commemorative 
coin,  when  offered  hy  the  US  Mint  in  a 
“coin  and  currency’’  set,  was  a  complete 
sellout  in  only  four  days  and  there  is  a  highly 
active  aftermarket  among  dealers  and 
collectors  alike. 

This  new  issue  is  designed  after  one  of  the 
most  favored  and  sought  after  of  all  coins, 
the  Buffalo  nickel  of  1913-38.  Only  minor 
modifications  were  made  in  the  coin’s  motif 
as  the  new  dollar  coin  was  adopted,  and  the 
result  is  a  sensational  success. 

This  new  coin  was  minted  in  two  formats: 
circulation  strike  and  Proof.  The  term 
“circulation  strike”  is  something  of  a  misno¬ 
mer  in  this  case,  of  course,  as  the  coin  will 
never  reach  circulation  due  to  its  silver 
content  and  premium  issue  price.  What  is 
important  is  that  there  are  two  ways  to 
collect  this  new  coin.  Both  are  proving  to  be 
highly  popular  and  both  are  now  available 
from  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 

of  the  Best  - 

consumer  prices,  trends,  etc.,  in  numismatics). 

When  it  comes  to  the  new  Buffalo  silver 
dollar,  our  philosophy  regarding  superb  quality 
hasn’t  changed. 

For  this  special  offering  we  have  hand¬ 
picked  for  you  one  example  in  each  of  the 
two  formats. 

•Mint  State-69 
•Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 


-Talk  About  a  Beautiful  Coin! 


i 


This  one  has  it  all!  Instead  of  seeing  the 
weakness  on  the  Buffalo’s  shoulder  or  the 
Indian’s  braid  as  you  usually  see  on  the 
Buffalo  nickels,  the  Buffalo  silver  dollars  are 
fully  struck.  On  the  Proofs  the  devices  are 
boldly  cameo  and  heavily  frosted.  The 
denomination  is  a  collector’s  delight  as 
-the  silver  dollar! 


we 


You’ll  want  nothing  but  the  best  for  your 
collection,  of  course,  so  we  have  selected  the 
finest  quality  pieces  on  the  market  just  for  you. 
Selecting  the  best  includes  choosing  coins  that 


are  free  of  hairlines,  spots,  cloudiness,  irregular 
strikes,  planchet  laminations,  die  defects  and  at 
least  a  dozen  other  “little  things’’  that  can  make 
a  big  difference  in  the  future. 

Each  coin  in  this  offering  is  either  MS-69 
or  Proof-69  CAM.  That’s  right.... MS-69  or 
Proof-69  CAM!  It  just  doesn’t  get  any  better 
than  that.  But  don’t  just  take  our  word  for  it, 
Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS), 
the  largest  and  most  respected  rare  coin 
certification  service  in  the  world,  has  certified 
every  coin. 


A  First  in  US.  Coin  History 


The  new  Buffalo  silver  dollar  is  unique  in 
the  history  of  US  numismatics.  It  is  the  first 
and  only  US  coin  with  an  incuse  date  and 
mintmark!  The  incuse  method  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  1908  with  the  $2-1/2  and  $5  Indian 
gold  pieces,  but  the  mintmarks  on  those  coins 


Superb  Quality 


were  raised,  not  incuse. 

The  Proof  Buffalo  dollars  were  struck  in 
Philadelphia,  and  the  “P  mintmark  can  be 
found  on  the  reverse  below  the  ONE  DOL¬ 
LAR  denomination.  The  circulation  strike 
coins  were  minted  in  Denver. 


/r: 


Immediate  Delivery 

Have  you  been  having  trouble  finding  a 
Buffalo  Silver  dollar  at  any  price?  Yes,  the 
high  demand  and  low  supply  have  created  a 
few  problems,  like  dealers  “promising”  deliv¬ 
ery  in  four  to  six  weeks.  We  have  the  coins  in 
hand  for  immediate  delivery  to  you. 

—  Two  Qreat  Coins  — 
One  Qreat  Price 

We  are  offering  these  beautiful,  red  hot 
coins  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis  at  the 
special  prices  listed  below.  Note  that  we  can 
only  hold  these  prices  for  as  long  as  our 
limited  supply  lasts.  So  call  TODAY  to 
confirm  your  order. 


One  for  $169 
Two  (one  Mint  State  and  one  Proof)  for  $299.00! 


■MM 


Buffalo  S$1 

PCGS  PR69DCAM 
2001 -P 

99793.69/70046923 


-S*J 

)01l 


200 1-P  Buffalo  Dollar 
Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) 


United  States 
Gold  Coins 


Gold!  Perhaps  no  other  item  on  earth  has 
ever  excited  or  enticed  people  and  collectors 
alike  more  than  that  bright  yellow  ore.  Right 
now,  gold  coins  are  hot!  Market  conditions  are 
equally  hot,  and  we’ve  seen  more  fast-paced  ac¬ 
tion  in  scarce  and  rare  (key  words)  gold  coins  in 
recent  times  than  at  any  other  period  in  the  past 
decade.  This  is  due  in  large  part  to  the  relatively 
low  market  prices  for  popular  issues — such  as 
later  date  Liberty  Head  and  many  of  the  Saint- 
Gaudens  issues. 

Our  1999-2000  sales  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Collection,  parts  I  through  IV  (with  sales  II 
through  IV  emphasizing  federal  gold),  set  many 
records  and  made  headline  news  throughout  the 
coin  hobby,  and  our  other  gold  offerings  have 
likewise  drawn  much  attention.  The  History 
Channel’s  four-part  “GOLD!”  series,  first  aired 
this  past  August,  and  of  which  we  were  a  key 
part  for  certain  gold  coin  research,  excited  and 
enthralled  millions  of  viewers. 

The  exhibit  of  the  “Ship  of  Gold”  in  2000 
and  2001  drew  fantastic  crowds.  In  reviewing 
the  year  2000  Coin  World  Editor  Beth  Deisher 
credited  the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure  pub¬ 
licity  as  being  one  of  the  most  beneficial  things 
that  has  happened  to  the  rare  coin  collecting 
hobby  in  recent  years.  The  excitement  contin¬ 
ues  into  2001. 

However,  while  rare  and  high-quality  gold 
coins  are  very  active,  this  is  not  true  for  com¬ 
mon,  low-grade  pieces.  Somewhat  in  between 
are  common  pieces  in  “medium”  grades.  Today, 
low  bullion  prices  assure  the  affordability  of  gold 
“type”  coins — check  our  double  eagles,  for  ex¬ 
ample.  Of  course,  a  rare  date  gold  coin  will 
always  he  a  rarity  regardless  of  bullion  value.  The 
widening  demand  for  nice  gold  coins  is  increas¬ 
ing  as  we  write  these  words.  More  and  more 
buyers  of  gold  coins  are  entering  the  market¬ 
place,  which  creates  demand  for  common  types 
as  well  as  rare  dates. 

This  listing  contains  a  great  selection  of  gold 
issues  from  dollars  to  double  eagles.  Each  coin 
has  measured  up  to  our  exacting  standards,  and 
each  was  carefully  selected  to  offer  an  unbeatable 
combination  of  excellent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the 
grade,  plus  good  value  for  the  price  we  ask. 

Buy  an  “Eagle”  album  to  display  your  certi¬ 
fied  gold  coins — and  in  that  way  you  can  enjoy 


your  numismatic  treasures  at  a  glance.  Try  one 
album,  and  before  you  know  it,  you’ll  want  al¬ 
bums  for  all  of  your  coins! 


Gold  dollars 

Our  quality  selection  of  gold  dollars  includes 
examples  of  each  of  the  three  design  types:  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  (1849-1854);  Small  Indian  Head 
(1854-1856);  and  Large  Indian  Head  (1856- 
1889).  Our  offering  includes  choice  Mint  State 
coins,  a  rare  1875  and  more.  Whether  you  seek 
an  important  date  or  simply  a  choice  type  coin, 
you  will  do  well  to  check  our  inventory. 

As  is  always  the  case,  our  inventory  holdings 
are  dynamic.  We  are  constantly  buying  indi¬ 
vidual  rare  coins,  collections,  and  other 
properties.  So,  if  you  don’t  see  it,  ask  Gail 
Watson  or  Mark  Borckardt  to  put  it  on  a  “want 
list”  for  you!  If  we  are  able  to  find  one  and  quote 
it  to  you,  there  is  absolutely  no  obligation  to 
buy — just  the  opportunity  if  you  desire!  What 
could  he  more  ideal? 

1851  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  “type” 


set  coin . 729 

1852  AU-58.  Brilliant . 245 

1853  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

coin  of  hand-picked  quality .  1,195 


Gem  1854  Type  I  Gold  $1 
Seldom  Seen  So  Fine 


1854  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  the 
small-diameter  Liberty  Head  type.  One  of  the 
more  elusive  Philadelphia  Mint  dates  of  the 
era  with  respect  to  gem  quality . 4,950 


Uncirculated  1855  Gold  $1 


1855  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  with 
delightful  olive  iridescent  highlights.  Nicely 
struck  from  lightly  clashed  dies.  Type  II  gold 


dollars  were  a  short-lived  design  type,  struck 
1854-1856,  and  are  highly  desirable  in  all 
grades.  Mint  State  specimens  such  as  the 
present  coin  are  always  in  high  demand,  and 
it  is  all  we  can  do  to  keep  them  in  stock.  We 
wish  we  had  a  dozen,  but  we  have  but  one.  It 


can  be  yours  for . 6,750 

1855  EF-45  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces . 495 


1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..  875 
Superb  1873  Closed  3  Dollar  Rarity 


1873  Closed  3.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Superbly  lus¬ 
trous  light  yellow  gold  with  olive  and  coppery’ 
highlights.  PCGS  has  graded  no  specimens  of 
this  issue  higher  than  the  present  coin.  Only 
1 ,800  are  said  to  have  been  struck,  making  it 
one  of  the  classic  rarities  of  the  gold  dollar 
series.  A  spectacular  numismatic  highlight — 
one  of  the  most  important  pieces  in  the 
present  listing .  14,500 


Rare  1875  Gold  Dollar 


1875  AU-58  (PCGS).  Another  specimen  of  this 
elusive  rarity!  Prooflike  and  bright  with  much 
lustre.  A  very  attractive  and  desirable  speci¬ 
men  of  the  well-known  key  to  the  gold  dollar 
series.  Attributed  as  a  circulation  strike  due  to 
the  presence  of  a  die  line,  typically  called  a 
“spike”  below  Miss  Liberty’s  chin .  5,250 


Low-Mintage  1880  Gold  Dollar 
Superb  Gem  Mint  State! 

A  Showpiece 


1880  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Low-mintage  issue,  just  1 ,600  struck.  One  of 
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the  most  popular  of  all  gold  dollars.  The 
presently  offered  specimen,  a  gorgeous  su¬ 
perb  gem,  is  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  ever 
seen! . 2,995 


Gem  1881  Gold  Dollar 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Unusually  at¬ 
tractive.  Highly  prized  as  a  low-mintage 
date .  1,695 

Beautiful  Cameo  Proof  1885  Gold  $1 


1885  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  little  cameo  coin,  a 
lovely  representative  of  the  rare  Proof  format. 
You’ll  like  this  combination  of  grade  and 
quality!  . 3,950 

Exceptional  1885  Gold  Dollar 
1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  as  beautiful 
as  can  he .  1,695 

Lovely  1888  Gold  Dollar 
1888  MS-65.  Deeply  struck,  lustrous  and  frosty. 
A  splendid  specimen  of  the  next  to  last  year 
of  this  denomination.  Not  often  seen  this 
fine .  1,850 


$2.50  Gold 
Quarter  Eagles 

Our  quarter  eagle  listing  includes  Classic 
Head,  Liberty  Head,  and  Indian  issues.  Our  usual 
selection  of  “types”  and  rarities  can  he  found  as 
well.  Happy  hunting! 


Impressive  1836  Quarter  Eagle 
Exceptional  Quality 
Ex  Bass  Collection 


1836  Script  8,  Head  of  1835.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Pedigreed  to  the  Harry  W.  Bass  Jr.  Collection. 
Fully  brilliant  with  lustrous  bright  yellow  gold 
surfaces.  Frosty  and  sharply  struck.  An  excep¬ 


tional  high  quality  example .  1 1,500 

Lustrous  1837  $2.5 

1837  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant, lustrous.  1,775 
1850  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant .  739 

1856- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 

1857  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1857- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 589 

1861  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1869  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,195 


187 1  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleasing  lustrous  surfaces. 
Only  5,320  pieces  minted .  1,195 

Brilliant  Gem  1878  $2.50 


Splendid  MS-65 


1878  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  quarter  eagle, 
ideal  for  a  date  collection  or  a  type  set..  3,345 


1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1878-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 


Rare  1880  Quarter  Eagle 
Key  Low-Mintage  Date 
1880  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  scarce  date.  Hard  to  find  in 


any  and  all  grades .  1,645 

1882  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  575 


Lovely  Gem  1884  Quarter  Eagle 


1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Choice  medium  yellow 
gold  with  immaculate  satiny  surfaces.  An 
exquisite  specimen  from  a  minuscule  mintage 
of  only  1,950  pieces,  with  delightful  eye  ap¬ 
peal  and  very  sharp  strike.  Quite  possibly 
unexcelled  by  any  extant  specimen;  PCGS 
has  certified  none  at  higher  grades.  .  12,500 

Mint  State  1886  Quarter  Eagle 
Low-Mintage  Issue 

1886  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  classic  in  the 
quarter  eagle  series,  yet  priced  at  only  1,295 


1886  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  1,275 

1893  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 


Splendid  Gem  1896  $2.50 


1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  satiny 
honey  gold  surfaces.  An  impressive  gem  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  in  all  respects . 2,595 


Lustrous  1897  $2.50 


1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  outstand¬ 
ing  cartwheel  lustre .  2,495 


1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  Wonderfully  lustrous, 
this  is  a  gorgeous  example  with  only  one 
piece  graded  higher  by  PCGS .  2,750 


Gem  Mint  State  1900  Quarter  Eagle 
1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gem  speci¬ 
men  of  the  final  Liberty  1  lead  quarter  eagle 
of  the  19th  century  (or  the  first  year  of  the 
20th  century,  if  you  are  not  mathematically 
inclined).  Not  a  rarity,  even  in  MS-65,  but 
surely  a  first-class  showpiece  for  a  first-class 
typeset .  1,695 


Superb  Gem  1901  Quarter  Eagle 


1901  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  sparkling  beauty!  You 
could  travel  10,000  miles  in  the  hunt  and  not 


find  a  nice  one! . 2,695 

1904  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 395 


BID  BOARDS 

Douglas  Epstein,  owner  of  the 
Gold  &.  Silver  Coin  Exchange,  wrote 
the  other  day,  noting  in  part: 

Dear  David, 

Thank  you  for  your  prompt  re¬ 
ply  to  my  recent  letter.  When  1  re¬ 
ceive  Coin  World  I  mostly  read  your 
column.  1  have  known  you  since 
your  company  was  in  Los  Angeles, 
before  the  move  to  New  Hampshire 
fin  1983J. 

One  of  your  recent  articles 
noted  the  highlights  and  turning 
points  of  the  rare  coin  hobby  and 
business  in  the  1960s.  You  forgot  to 
mention  the  “bid  boards”  that  were 
a  feature  of  many  shops.  In  fact,  that 
was  the  only  reason  1  got  into 
coins — and  that  was  in  I960.  Later 
I  bought  Dave  Martin’s  Wilshire 
Coin,  in  1965.  Most  bid  boards  are 
gone  now,  but  I  understand  that  out 
in  the  San  Fernando  Valley  one  is 
still  operating. 

Continuing  good  luck  to  you, 
and  thanks  for  your  writing. 

Douglas  Epstein 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Proof  1  Quarter  Eagle 


1905  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Highly  reflective  honey 
gold  surfaces  with  a  touch  of  deeper  gold  on 
the  reverse,  and  with  some  light  cameo  con¬ 
trast  there  as  well.  One  of  144  Proofs  of  the 
date  produced,  with  perhaps  fewer  than  100 
extant  today.  While  admittedly  not  the  finest 
example  of  the  date  you’ll  ever  see,  the  present 
specimen  is  still  quite  attractive  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade,  and  represents  a  good  value  to 
the  budget  conscious  collector .  3,395 


Lovely  Gem  Mint  State  1905  $2.50 


1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  lively  olive  iridescence  on  satiny  sur¬ 
faces.  This  is  gem  quality  at  its  finest!  2,395 


1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1906  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


Dazzling  Gem  1907  Quarter  Eagle 


1907  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 


dazzling  super-gem  coin! .  2,395 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  date  in  the 
Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle  series,  a  motif 
which  commenced  in  1840 .  695 


Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 


1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive 
gold  and  olive  highlights.  A  satiny  gem  from 
the  first  year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt’s  unusual 
incused.  Indian  Head  design;  the  design  motifs 
are  sunken  into  the  coin  rather  than  raised 


above  the  surface . 3,195 

1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,595 

1908  VF-25 .  179 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 


Desirable  1910  Indian  Quarter  Eagle 
1910  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  raised  rim 
as  seen  on  some  (hut  not  all)  quarter  eagles 


of  this  design  type .  1,995 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,395 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,195 

1911  AU-58.  Lustrous .  199 


Lustrous  1912  $2.50 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  honey 
gold  with  pleasing  rose  highlights.  A  splendid 
coin  for  the  grade,  one  that  bespeaks  a  much 


finer  quality  to  the  unaided  eye .  1 ,695 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,275 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 


Choice  Uncirculated  1914  $2.50 


1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  honey  gold.  A 
readily  available  date  that  becomes  quite  elu¬ 
sive  in  choice  Mint  State.  In  fact,  the  1914  is 
second  only  to  the  1911  -D  in  rarity!  A  find  for 

the  specialist  and  connoisseur . 3,795 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  toned .  1,275 

Choice  Mint  State  1914-D  $2.50 
1914-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Pedigreed  to  our  Sus¬ 
sex  Collection  sale .  1,695 


Another  Lovely  1914-D  $2.50 
1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 


with  decided  olive  highlights .  1,695 

1914-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,275 

1915  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 339 

1915  AU-58.  Brilliant .  199 


Gem  MS-65  Indian  $2.50 


1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  only 
three  dates  in  the  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle 
series  minted  at  the  Denver  Mint.  Rare  so 
fine! . 3,595 


Attractive  1926  MS-65  Quarter  Eagle 


1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  fields  sur¬ 
rounded  by  satiny  devices.  Rare  at  the  gem 


level!  . 3,675 

1928  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,395 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,095 

1928  AU-58.  Brilliant .  199 


Three-Dqllar  Gold 

1854  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
$3  gold .  1,175 


Mint  State  1856  $3  Gold 


1856  MS-61  (NGC).  Nicely  struck  in  warm 
yellow  gold.  Lustrous  and  quite  attractive. 


Very  elusive  in  Mint  State . 2,650 

1860  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,395 

1870  EF-45.  Lustrous .  1,175 


$5  Gold 
Half  Eagles 

As  with  our  other  gold  offerings,  the  follow¬ 
ing  listing  of  half  eagles  contains  many  exciting 
and  enticing  dates  in  many  grades  and  types, 
from  circulated  to  Mint  State,  and  from  early  to 
late  design  types.  We  are  certain  you  will  find  a 
piece  or  two  to  your  liking,  so  please  call  Gail 
Watson  or  Mark  Borckardt  quickly  for  the  ones 
that  interest  you  the  most.  Remember,  on  re¬ 
quest  for  any  order  of  $500  or  more,  overnight 
delivery  via  Fed  Ex  is  with  our  compliments ,  hut 
you  need  to  request  this  when  you  order  (to  he 
sure  someone  is  there  to  receive  your  package 
when  it  arrives). 

Also,  we  are  eager  buyers  of  half  eagles 
and  other  gold  coins.  Thinking  of  selling? 
Think  of  us! 


Early  Half  Eagles 


Brilliant  1803/2  Half  Eagle 
Near  Gem  Grade 
Exceptional  Quality! 


1803/2  B-2D.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An 
exceptional  example  of  the  Draped  Bust  de¬ 
sign  with  frosty  greenish  gold  lustre.  This  is 
an  easily  recognized  example  from  the  sec¬ 
ond  overdate  obverse  of  the  year.  This  de¬ 
lightful  half  eagle  is  certain  to  please  the 
connoisseur.  The  die  crack  through  the  base 
of  the  date  is  relatively  early,  although  in¬ 
stantly  visible . 21,500 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Choice  Uncirculated  1805  $5 
Bass  Collection  Pedigree 


1805  BOB.  Rarity-4+.  Close  Date.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  The  Harry  Bass  specimen,  sold  in 
Part  II  of  our  offering  of  his  superb  collection 
in  October  1999  and  described  there,  in  part, 
as  follows:  “A  wonderful  early  half  eagle  with 
brilliant,  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre.  Very  choice 
surfaces  with  only  occasional  scattered  contact 
marks.  Light  adjustment  marks  are  noted  on 
the  reverse  from  9:00  to  10:00.”  PCGS  has 
certified  none  finer.  A  remarkable  quality  coin 
that  will  he  a  centerpiece  in  the  cabinet  of  its 
next  fortunate  owner .  27,500 

Choice  Mint  State  1806  Half  Eagle 
8X5  Star  Arrangement 


1806  B-3D.  Rarity-5+.  Pointed  6,  8X5  Stars. 
MS-63  (PCGS).  Reflective  light  yellow  gold 


with  traces  of  orange  toning.  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  variety  specialist  or  type  collec¬ 
tor.  The  obverse  has  stars  arranged  with  eight 
left  and  five  right,  the  same  as  all  Pointed  6 
obverse  dies .  24,500 

Memorable  Mint  State  1808  $5 
Condition  Census 


1808  B-4B.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  bright  ol¬ 
ive-gold  with  lush  satiny  lustre.  Beautiful  eye 
appeal  and  an  outstanding  full  strike.  This 
example  represents  the  new  design  by  John 
Reich,  hired  by  the  Mint  in  1807.  The  spe¬ 
cialist  and  advanced  type  collector  alike  will 
delight  in  the  attractiveness  and  scarcity  of  a 
coin  such  as  this,  a  specimen  heyond  im¬ 
provement  and  without  detraction.  Indeed, 
PCGS  has  certified  only  one  finer.  A  future 
highlight  in  any  cabinet .  26,500 

Liberty  head  half  Eagles 

1840  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  warm  or¬ 
ange-gold  highlights.  From  the  second  year  of 
the  design  type.  Early  Liberty  Head  gold 
coins  are  experiencing  a  resurgence  in  popu¬ 


larity .  1,095 

1847  AU-58.  Brilliant . 795 


Choice  1851  Half  Eagle 


1853  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 


trous . 7,950 

1861  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1872-S  VF-25  (PCGS).  Very  nice .  195 

1877-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1879  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant .  595 

1880  AU-55.  Brilliant .  195 

1880-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant 


1881/0  AU-55  (NGC).  Deep  orange -gold  with 
strong  lustre.  From  an  early  die  state  of  this 
popular  overdate  issue,  with  remnants  of  all 
four  underlying  digits  plainly  seen  around  the 

1881  date . 995 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1881-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  highest 
graded  is  MS-64 .  895 


Condition  Census  1882-S  Half  Eagle 


1882-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and 
olive-gold  with  exquisite  lustre.  An  espe¬ 
cially  choice  specimen,  tied  for  finest  certi- 


By  Walter  Breen 


Winner  of  the  E.A.C. 
2001  Literary  Award 
and  the  NLG’s 
r  “Book  of  the  Year!” 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of 
Early  United  States  Cents,  1793  -  1814 


Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt 

Presented  in  a  single  volume  is  all  perti¬ 
nent  information  regarding  the  history  of 
large  cents  and  data  about  every  variety.  This 
895-page  hardbound  illustrated  volume  pro¬ 
vides  enlarged  photographs,  descriptions,  rar¬ 
ity  information,  die  state  data,  and  condition 
census  information  (provided  by  Del  Bland) 
about  every  die  variety  for  the  period  cov¬ 
ered.  Included  are  new  varieties  never  before 
published  in  a  hook-length  study.  Historical 
information  for  each  coinage  year  is  pre¬ 
sented,  along  with  quick  attribution  keys  and 
additional  die-linked  plates  in  the  style  of  Dr. 
William  H.  Sheldon’s  earlier  reference  on 
the  subject. 

Including  a  survey  of  past  literature  and  a 


special  section  on  the  minting  process  cre¬ 
ated  by  numismatic  scholar  Craig  Sholley, 
this  volume  describes  all  die  varieties  within 
each  year,  numbering  345  marriages,  1  3  addi¬ 
tional  sub-varieties,  and  three  restrikes.  Vari¬ 
eties  are  presented  in  a  new  emission  se¬ 
quence  and  numbering  order  proposed  by  the 
author.  This  wonderful  book  recently  won 
the  E.A.C.  2001  Literary  Award  and  the 
NLG’s  “Book  of  the  Year”  for  editor  Mark 
Borckardt. 

To  order  your  copy,  call  Mary  Tocci  toll- 
free  at  1  -800-222-5993  with  your  credit  card 
number. 

Regular  Hardbound  edition:  List  price:  $89.95 — 
Add  $5  shipping.  Stock  No.  RRR999 
Deluxe  Hardbound  edition:  List  price:  $149.95 — 
Add  $5  shipping.  Stock  No.  BPR999-A 
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tied  by  PCGS.  Of  unexcelled  quality  and 


impressive  aesthetic  beauty .  5,950 

1886  MS-63  (NGC).  Excellent  satiny  lustre 

and  frosted  devices.  An  appealing  and  choice 
specimen  from  the  Bass  Collection . 895 

1891-CC  AU-53.  Brilliant .  595 


Choice  Mint  State  1892  $5 
1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  An  especially 
choice  and  beautiful  example  of  this  Phila¬ 
delphia  issue.  Only  15  pieces  graded  .  1,895 


1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1892-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant . 229 


1893-0  $5  from  the  Bass  Collection 
Lustrous  Mint  State 


1893-0  MS-62.  Lustrous  medium  yellow  gold 
with  superb  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  A  choice 
specimen  with  the  added  interest  of  being  pre¬ 
viously  offered  in  our  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass 


Collection,  Part  II,  Lot  1263 .  2,450 

1895  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Gem  Mint  State  1899  Half  Eagle 
A  Treat  to  the  Eye 


1899  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  and  brilliant 
gem  of  the  highest  order  (within  the  grade 
limitations,  of  course).  A  warm  olive  glow 
enhances  the  overall  quality.  This  is  what 
the  MS-65  grade  designation  is  all  about! 
Only  seven  pieces  have  been  graded  higher 

by  PCGS . 3,150 

1899  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 295 

Condition  Census  1901/0-S  Overdate  $5 


1901/0-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 
hints  of  coppery  toning  and  the  look  of  a 
higher  grade;  we  wouldn’t  he  surprised  at  all 
to  see  this  in  a  different  holder  the  next 
time  we  see  it!  This  is  one  of  the  finest 
known  specimens  of  this  overdate  rarity, 
one  of  rhe  most  spectacular  varieties  among 
United  States  gold  coins.  Popular,  rare,  and 


the  nicest  specimen  we  recall  ever  seeing  or 
owning . 6,950 


Lustrous  1901/0-S  Half  Eagle 


1901/O-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 2,595 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,275 

1901-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

Memorable  Gem  1903-S  $5 


1903-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Seldom  en¬ 
countered  at  this  grade  level.  You  can  have 
a  field  day  by  looking  through  our  wonderful 
listing  of  gold  coins  and  adding  desired  pieces 
to  your  collection.  The  market  is  just  right, 


and  our  selection  is  remarkable . 3,695 

1903-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 329 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


1905-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous, 
satiny  beauty,  a  specialists’  delight!  ...  3,250 


1906  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Bright  orange-gold  with 
some  pale  sky  blue  iridescence  on  the  mirror 


DON’T  MISS  THE  BOOK  SECTION 

See  our  book  section 

in  this  issue  of  the  Rare 

Coin  Review  for  some  re- 

ally  terrific  buys  on  inter- 

esting  and  valuable  refer¬ 
ence  books.  Your  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  guaranteed. 

fields  and  modestly  frosted  motifs.  Only  85 
Proofs  of  the  date  were  produced,  with  tar 
fewer  than  that  number  still  accounted  for 
today.  A  nice  opportunity  for  the  gold  coin 
fancier  and  half  eagle  specialist  alike. .  5,950 


1906-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
“Earthquake  year”  coin.  Gorgeous!  ...  5,950 

1906- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1907  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  splendid 

specimen  of  the  last  year  of  issue  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  series.  Quality  such  as  this  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  locate .  1,275 

1907- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 


Gem  Uncirculated  1908  Liberty  $5 
Final  Date  of  the  Design  Type 


1908  Liberty.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  olive- 
gold  gem  with  delightful  lustre  and  equally 
pleasing  eye  appeal.  A  splendid  way  to  be¬ 
gin — or  finish — your  Liberty  half  eagle  col¬ 
lection . 3,595 


Indian  Half  Eagles 


Choice  MS-64  Indian  $5.00 


1908  Indian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely  stnick  with 
lustrous  surfaces.  First  year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt’s 

incuse  design.  Scarce  so  choice .  3,595 

1908  Indian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  995 


Choice  1909  Half  Eagle 


1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deep  gold  surfaces  with 

cartwheel  lustre . 3,395 

1 909- D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  595 
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Modern-Day 

Treasure 

HUNT! 


Some  time  ago,  researcher  and  ac¬ 
complished  nautical  author,  Ri¬ 
chard  E.  Winslow  III,  sent  us  a 
clipping  from  the  Portsmouth  (New 
Hampshire)  Journal  of  Literature  and 
Politics,  Saturday,  June  3,  1876: 

Around  Home 

Today,  Friday,  Marcellus  Eldredge, 
Esq.  will  deposit  beneath  the  corner 
stone  of  his  new  mansion  house  on 
Islington  Street  a  sealed  box  whose 
contents  are  particularly  appropriate  to 
this  centennial  year.  They  were  partly 
contributed  from  the  extensive  collec¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  James  F.  Jenness,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Eldredge  Brewing  Co., 
and  who,  having  duplicates  of  many 
valuable  and  rare  coins,  would  be 
pleased  to  furnish  them  for  a  like  pur¬ 
pose  wherever  they  would  be  appreci¬ 
ated  as  a  gift. 

This  box,  should  it  remain  in  its 
resting  place  till  another  Centennial, 
would  probably  for  its  rarity  possess  an 
intrinsic  value  sufficient  to  pay  for 
building  a  comfortable  house.  Mr.  E’s 
house  promises  to  be,  when  completed, 
one  of  the  finest  wooden  structures  in 
Portsmouth,  its  proportions  being  such 
as  to  suggest  convenient  and  airy  rooms 
and  a  commodious  and  comfortable  es¬ 
tablishment  It  will  be  finished  inside 
with  black  walnut  trimming  through¬ 
out,  and  heated  by  steam.  The  box  of 
which  we  speak  contains  the  following 
items: 

Trade  Dollar,  US. 

Spanish  Dollar,  1793. 

First  issue  American  Cent  1793, 
Copper,  (perfect). 

Last  issue  American  Cent,  1857, 
Copper  (perfect). 

U.S.  Copper  and  Silver  Coin  of  ev¬ 
ery  issue  of  date  of  his  birth. 

U.S.  Silver  Coin  of  the  year  1875, 
of  every  denomination. 


A  Postage  stamp  of  every  denomi¬ 
nation  of  1,  2  and  3  cents,  ever  issued 
by  the  P.O.  Dept. 

A  piece  of  every  issue  of  U.S.  Coin 
ever  put  in  circulation  by  our  govern¬ 
ment,  of  silver  and  copper. 

This  box  is  enclosed  in  another, 
likewise  closely  sealed,  which  also  con¬ 
tains  a  number  of  old  and  curious  relics 
appertaining  to  Mr.  Eldredge ’s  family, 
together  with  copies  of  the  latest  issues 
of  the  Portsmouth  Journal,  The  Daily 
Chronicle  and  The  Daily  Evening  Times. 

Exciting  Stuff,  This! 

The  obvious  questions:  Is  the  mansion 
still  there?  Can  the  cornerstone  be  found? 
And  opened?  And,  what  about  that  “per¬ 
fect”  1793  cent — a  coin  that  must  be 
worth  many  thousands  of  dollars  today? 
And,  what  about  “a  piece  of  every  issue”  of 
copper  and  silver  coin  ever  put  into  circu¬ 
lation?  Visions  of  a  1802  half  dime!  A 
1799  cent!  Half  dollars  of  1796  and  1797! 
A  silver  dollar  of  1794!  And  more! 

The  detective  work  began. 

Again  courtesy  of  Dick  Winslow, 
plus  some  looking  in  old  directories,  we 
learned  quite  a  bit.  The  1877-8  issue  of 
the  Portsmouth  Directory  advised: 

Eldredge,  Marcellus  (Eldredge 
Brewing  Co.),  26  Bow,  home  at  40 
Islington  Street 

Aha!  An  address! 

The  1894  directory  advised  that  the 
mansion,  still  in  the  name  of  Marcellus 
Eldredge,  was  at  40  Islington  Street, 
which  was  on  the  corner  of  Cornwall 
Street.  In  1895  the  name  of  the  owner 
was  listed  as  Charles  P.  Berry. 

The  Portsmouth  Journal  of  Literature 
&  Politics,  March  19,  1898,  carried  the 
following: 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


This  community  sustained  a  severe 
shock  on  Monday  morning  when  intel¬ 
ligence  came  from  Boston  of  the  death 
by  pneumonia  of  Hon.  Marcellus 
Eldredge,  which  occurred  on  Saturday 
evening  at  Hotel  Torraine,  and  of  the 
demise  early  on  Sunday  morning  of  his 
estimable  wife,  Mary  E.,  which  took 
place  at  the  Elliot  Hospital  on  Com¬ 
monwealth  Avenue,  from  the  shock 
sustained  by  the  death  of  her  husband. 
In  a  union  of  36  years  the  couple  had 
been  devoted  to  each  other,  and  even 
“in  death  they  were  not  divided.” 

Hon.  Marcellus  Eldredge  was  born 
in  Chatham,  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts, 
on  November  24,  1838,  the  elder  son 
of  the  late  Herman  and  Mary  Eldredge. 
In  that  town,  for  which  he  always  had 
a  great  reverence,  he  began  and  fin¬ 
ished  his  school  education,  and  in 
1853,  took  up  his  residence  in  Ports¬ 
mouth,  and  became  clerk  to  his  father 
in  the  corn  and  flour  business. 

In  1858  he  entered  as  clerk  in  the 
brewery  business  of  M.  Fisher  &.  Co., 
his  father  being  at  that  time  a  member 
of  the  firm.  He  continued  in  the  above 
position  until  about  1870,  when  Mr. 
Fisher,  the  senior,  disposed  of  his  inter¬ 
est  to  H.  Eldredge  £k  Son,  by  whom  the 
business  was  continued  for  five  years. 

In  1875  a  stock  company  was  orga¬ 
nized  under  the  name  of  the  Eldredge 
Brewing  Co.,  with  [Marcellus  Eldredgel 
being  chosen  to  the  double  position  of 
president  and  treasurer.  He  remained 
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in  the  business  until  1891,  and  then 
retired  to  private  lite,  his  brother  and 
partner,  H.  Fisher  Eldredge  purchasing 
his  interests  and  ever  since  conducting 
his  manufactory.... 

Mr.  Eldredge  was  at  the  time  ot  his 
death  president  and  director  of  the 
Portsmouth  Gas,  Electric  Light,  and 
Power  Company,  a  director  of  the  New 
Hampshire  National  Bank,  president  of 
the  Portsmouth  Machine  Company, 
president  of  the  Chatham  (Mass.)  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  and  one  of  the  owners 
of  the  elegant  Hotel  Chatham  at  that 
summer  resort . 

Now  we  know  that  Eldredge’s  year  of 
nativity  was  1838.  Recalling  that  the 
cornerstone  box  contained  “U.S.  Cop¬ 
per  and  Silver  Coin  of  every  issue  of 
date  ot  his  birth,”  this  conjures  up  im¬ 
ages  of  an  1838-0  half  dollar!  But,  wait 
a  minute.  Back  in  1876,  when  the  cor¬ 
nerstone  was  filled,  numismatists  did 


not  normally  collect  by  mintmark  vari¬ 
eties,  hut  just  by  date.  Oh  well!  Still, 
there  are  quite  a  few  interesting  1838- 
dated  coins. 

Continuing  efforts  prior  to  our  trea¬ 
sure  hunt,  we  learned  from  a  modern 
account  of  Portsmouth  history,  They 
Came  to  Fish,  by  Raymond  A.  Brighton, 
1994,  that  “Marcellus,  whose  Miller  Av¬ 
enue  mansion  is  now  an  apartment 
house  and  his  stable  the  home  of  the 
Portsmouth  YWCA,  died  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  on  March  15,  1898.”  It 
was  noted  that  Eldredge  had  been  in 
the  New  Hampshire  State  Senate  in 
1877-8  and  in  1885-6  had  served  two 
terms  as  mayor  of  Portsmouth.  He  left 
an  estate  of  $450,000,  and  bequeathed 
several  thousand  dollars  each  to  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  local  as  well  as  Chatham  institu¬ 
tions  and  charities. 


NOT  QUITE  APRIL  IN  PARIS, 
BUT  PRETTY  CLOSE! 


Courtesy  of  the  present  owner,  we 
went  to  poke  around — and  took  a  metal 
detector  with  us.  No  luck.  Presumably, 
the  coins  were  removed  in  the  19th 
century,  as  the  cache  was  well  known 
among  numismatists  at  the  time. 


Mouth  of  the  Piscataqua  River  near 
where  it  joins  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The 
river,  to  the  east  of  Portsmouth, 
separates  the  city  from  the  nearby  shore 
of  Maine.  (Image  by  the  Hugh  C. 
Leighton  Co.,  circa  1905) 


Above:  The  Eiffel  Tower  and 
a  “ mini ”  Statue  of  Liberty. 


Last  May  (too  late  for  inclusion  in  our  last  Rare  Coin  Review)  our 
operations  manager  John  Babalis  traveled  to  Paris,  France,  with  his 
wife,  Georgie,  and  none  other  than  the  retired  Ray  Merena  and  his 
wife,  Pat.  In  addition  to  the  many  sights  they  visited  in  Paris,  other 
highlights  included  Versailles,  Saint  Michael  Cathedral,  and  a  trip  to 
the  beaches  at  Normandy.  The  hotel  La  Ferme  Saint  Simeon,  located 
in  Honfleur,  Normandy,  where  the  group  stayed,  had  a  beautiful  garden, 
where  painters  such  as  Monet,  Boudin,  and  Jongkind  set  up  their  easels. 


September/October  2001 


Left:  Pat  and  Ray  Merena, 
Qeorgie  and  John  Hahalis 
outside  the  Hotel  de  Abb  aye, 
where  they  stayed  in  Paris. 
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United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Impressive  Gem  1911  $5 


191  1  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  Un¬ 
circulated  Indian  half  eagle.  Satiny  honey 
gold  surfaces  are  matte-like  in  appearance 
and  display  dynamic  lustre.  At  first  glance, 
the  new  owner  of  this  gem  is  bound  to  re¬ 
mark  “this  is  one  of  the  finest  Indian  half 
eagles  I’ve  ever  seen,”  and  he  or  she 
wouldn’t  he  far  off  the  mark.  In  fact,  PCGS 
has  only  certified  one  example  of  this  date 
in  a  finer  grade.  The  present  coin  is  what 


gem  quality  is  all  about! .  13,950 

1911  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


Mint  State  1911  -S  $5  Gold 


1911  -S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
A  “find”  for  the  specialist . 3,375 

Lustrous  and  Rare  1911  -S  $5 

1911  -S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous 
and  rather  rare  coin,  a  great  combination  for 

just .  1,595 

1912-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
scarcer  issues  in  the  series . 995 


Unusually  Fine  1913  $5 
Near  Gem  Grade 


1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Un¬ 
usually  fine,  unusually  beautiful  grade  for  this 
issue — a  half  eagle  that  is  more  often  seen 
around  the  AU  level.  Just  a  point  away  from  the 
gem  level,  usually  defined  as  MS-65 . 3,350 


Choice  Uncirculated  1913  $5 
1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,750 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 579 

Lustrous  1914  Half  Eagle 

1914  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 

splendid  coin .  1,595 


Choice  Uncirculated  1914-D  $5 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold 
with  lively  olive  highlights.  A  choice 
piece  for  the  assigned  grade.  Despite  a 
mintage  of  247,000  pieces,  this  Denver 
Mint  issue  is  quite  scarce  in  choice  Uncir¬ 
culated  grade . 2,850 


Beautiful  1915  Half  Eagle 


1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 3,395 

191 5- S  EF-40.  Attractive . 459 

1916- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  Latest- 

dated  readily  collectible  date  in  the  half  eagle 
series.  Scarce . 995 


s  10  Gold  Eagles 


As  always,  our  emphasis  has  been  on  qual¬ 
ity  when  buying.  If  this  aspect  is  important  to 
you,  order  with  confidence  from  our  holdings, 
as  your  satisfaction  is  always  guaranteed  at 
Bowers  and  Merena.  Our  listing  begins  with  a 
Mint  State  1801  and  continues  with  a  fantas¬ 
tic  1845  Proof,  after  which  will  he  found  many 
other  interesting  and  rare  pieces  in  the  Liberty 
Head  series,  concluded  by  some  high-grade 
Indian  eagles. 


Lovely  1801  Eagle 


1801  Breen-2b.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yel¬ 
low  gold  surfaces  with  amber  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  This  piece  is  pedigreed  to  the  Thomas  C. 
Stires  Collection . 6,695 

Liberty  Head  gold  eagles 


Brilliant  1914  Indian  $5 
1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  beau¬ 
tiful . ’ .  1,595 


1841  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  greenish  yel¬ 
low  gold  with  minor  abrasions,  quite  com¬ 
mon  to  these  large  gold  coins .  1,250 


Fantastic  1845  Pn>of  $10  Rarity! 
From  the  Garrett  Collection 
An  American  Classic 


1845  Proof-64  Cameo.  (PCGS).  A  superb 
specimen  of  this  rarity,  a  coin  of  which  only 
a  handful  exist  in  all  of  numismatics.  Most 
probably,  this  was  made  as  part  of  a  Proof 
presentation  set,  details  concerning  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  w  hich  have  been  lost.  Tins  coin 
is  an  old  numismatic  friend,  having  been 
catalogued  and  sold  by  us  in  October  1 980  in 
Sale  III  of  the  Garrett  Collection  consigned 
by  The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Any  high- 
denomination  gold  Proof  coin  dated  prior  to 
1 859  is  an  ultra  rarity.  Often  a  generation  can 
pass  between  the  offerings  of  a  given  speci¬ 
men.  Here,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  most  fantas¬ 
tic  gold  rarities  available  on  the  market  in  our 

time .  184,500 

1851-0  EF-45  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 

with  pale  yellow  gold  surfaces .  595 

1852  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example.  395 

1852  VF-35  (PCGS).  Nice  eye  appeal . 365 

1853  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 895 

1855  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 

1881-0  EF-45  (NGC).  A  low  mintage  issue 

with  just  8,350  coins  minted.  Lustrous  green¬ 
ish  gold  with  slightly  reflective  fields.  ..  895 

1881-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  395 

1882  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Only  20  pieces 
graded  higher . 995 

Choice  Mint  State  1887-S  $10 
1887-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 1,975 

1890  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

Lustrous  Choice  1893  Eagle 
1893  MS-64  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces.  Not  par¬ 
ticularly  easy  to  find  in  Choice  Mint  State. 


None  graded  higher .  1,495 

1894-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned .  399 


Gem  1897  Liberty  Eagle 
Among  Finest  Certified 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Only  5  pieces  graded  higher 

by  PCGS.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 1 ,795 

Very  Choice  1898  Eagle 

1898  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  medium  yellow 

gold  with  full  lustre.  Superb  eye  appeal,  in 
fact,  one  of  the  most  attractive  eagles  at  this 
grade  level  we  can  recall  seeing.  Perfect  for 
the  advanced  type  set . 2,1 50 
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WOO-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  satiny  surfaces 
exhibit  attractive  olive  iridescence . 695 

Choice  WO  1-0  Eagle 


available  in  the  entire  Liberty  eagle  series, 
few  examples  of  similar  quality  remain  in 

existence . 6,250 

1901-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,295 


WO  1-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
A  pleasing  example  with  satiny  yellow  gold 
lustre.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive.  Only 
eight  pieces  graded  higher . 2,750 


Gem  Mint  State  1901-S  Eagle 
Extraordinary  Quality 


1901-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  ex¬ 
ample  featuring  outstanding  deep  yellow 
gold  lustre  and  exceptional  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  A  treat  for  the  connoisseur.  Al¬ 
though  this  issue  is  one  of  the  most 


Satiny  1903  Eagle 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yellow  and 
coppery  gold  with  excellent  lustre  and  su¬ 
perb  eye  appeal.  A  very  difficult  date  to  lo¬ 
cate  in  this  grade;  in  fact,  PCGS  has 
certified  only  one  piece  higher.  A  most 
pleasing  specimen,  with  enough  lustre  that 
it  can  share  some  with  the  rest  of  your  col¬ 
lection  of  eagles . 3,795 

1903-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  nice 
cartwheel  lustre . 345 

1903- 0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 289 

1904- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Very  Pleasing  to  the 

eye  with  a  minimum  of  marks.  Nice  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre . 495 

Attractive  1905  Eagle 
Very  Choice  Mint  State 
1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,995 


I:  ■  s 


NT  AN  WORM 
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Our  “ Bourse  f  loor  Crew"  takes  advantage  of  a  photo  opportunity  at  the  2001  American 
Numismatic  Associatirm  Convention  in  Atlanta,  Qeorgia.  From  left  to  right:  Qail  Watson, 
Mark  Borckardt,  Andrew  Bowers,  Melissa  Karstedt,  and  Chris  Karstedt. 


Condition  Rarity  1905-S  $10 


1905 -S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  coppery  lustre  on 
satiny  surfaces.  The  fact  that  there  were  no 
Uncirculated  specimens  of  this  date  an  the 
Bass  Collection  speaks  volumes  about  its  rar¬ 
ity  in  this  state.  Choice  for  the  grade.  Only 
nine  graded  with  just  one  piece  graded 
higher . 4,500 


Indian  Gold  Eagles 


Lovely  1907  Wire  Edge  Eagle 
Variety  with  Periods  on  Reverse 
Regular  Issue  Rarity 


1907  Wire  Edge,  Periods  at  Legends  on  Re¬ 
verse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  impressive  In¬ 
dian  eagle  has  satiny  deep  orange-gold  lustre 
with  finely  textured  surfaces  and  outstanding 
design  sharpness.  Heavy  die  polish  lines  in 
the  fields,  especially  on  the  reverse,  resemble 
hairlines,  however,  these  are  strictly  “as 
struck”  and  are  characteristic  of  all  genuine 
examples  of  this  issue.  Designed  by  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens,  this  issue  seems  to  have  been 
created  as  a  “profit  center”  for  certain  privi¬ 
leged  Mint  and  Treasury  Department  offi¬ 
cials,  although  sometimes  it  is  incorrectly 
called  a  pattern.  One  of  the  classic  rarities  in 
the  series.  About  400  pieces  are  believed  to 
exist  today .  34,750 

Lustrous  1907  Indian  Head  Eagle 
1907  Indian  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
light  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  frosty  lustre. 
An  outstanding  example  for  the  date  or  type 

collector .  1,995 

1907  Indian  Head.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant 

and  lustrous .  795 

1907  Indian  Head.  MS-61  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 589 

1907  Indian  Head.  AU-58  (AN ACS).  A  nice 

example  with  great  lustre .  489 

1908  No  Motto.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 495 

1908-0  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bril 
liant . 679 


SEPTEM BER/OCTOBER  2001 


50 


Karl  Coin  Review  *143 


United  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


1908  Motto.  MS-6  3  (PCGS).  A  satiny  delight. 
Strong  cartwheel  lustre  graces  the  rich 


golden  orange  surfaces .  1,375 

1908  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

1908'S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 739 

1909  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 445 

1909- D  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1910  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459 

1910  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

1910- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 439 

1911  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow 

gold  with  a  trace  of  pink  toning . 825 

191 1- D  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  attractive. ...  795 

1912- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant .  595 

1912- S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  575 

1913  MS-64  (NGC).  Delightfully  brilliant  with 

warm  lustre  on  olive-gold  surfaces.  A  matte¬ 
like  beauty  that  approaches  gem  quality  in 
many  respects .  1,450 

1913- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  795 

1914  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 459 

1914- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1914-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,150 

1915  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1915  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 445 

1916-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  575 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,229 

1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 689 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 775 

1932  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 


$20  Gold 
Double  Eagles 

A  beautiful  selection  of  gold  double  eagles  is 
offered  for  your  collecting  satisfaction. 

The  recent  public  fascination  with  $20  gold 
pieces  continues  unabated.  In  light  of  recent  low 
prices  for  gold  bullion,  these  large  gold  coins 
have  been  “selling  like  hotcakes”  here  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  not  only  our  distribution 
of  1857 -S  and  1856-S  $20  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America  and,  earlier,  treasures  from  the  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan,  but  just  about  all  other  issues  as 
well.  Speaking  of  the  Central  America,  if  you’d 
like  to  know  about  the  availability  of  gold  ingots, 
just  ask.  The  double  eagles  are  nearly  all  sold  out, 
and  just  a  few  remain. 

Scores  of  people  are  assembling  date  runs  or 
sequences  of  these  popular  gold  coins.  Many  of 
our  customers  select  MS-60  to  MS-64  pieces, 
finding  coins  in  that  range  to  be  the  ideal  com¬ 
bination  of  quality  and  value  received. 

Look  our  selection  over  carefully — and  don’t 
miss  (how  could  you?)  the  line-up  of  MCMVII 
High  Relief  double  eagles! 

Liberty  Double  Eagles 

1851-0  EF-401W  X  IS).  Brilliant . 975 

1 852  EE-45  (NGC).  Nice  for  this  grade.  .  895 


Mint  State  1853  Double  Eagle 


1853  MS-61  (NGC).  This  lovely  example  is 
sharply  defined  with  fully  brilliant  and  frosty 
light  yellow  gold  lustre.  Mint  State  $20s  from 
the  early  1850s  are  quite  elusive .  5,550 


Lustrous  AU-58  1856-S  Central  America  $20 


1856-S  From  the  S.S.  Central  America.  AU- 

58  (PCGS).  We  have  direct  from  the  source 
a  small  supply  of  lustrous  AU  1856-S  double 
eagles  from  the  treasure  recovered  from  the 
S.S.  Centra!  America.  A  wonderful  combina¬ 
tion  of  numismatic  appeal,  quality,  and  his¬ 
torical  provenance! . 5,630 


1856-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lu* 
trous . 1 ,395 


Gem  1857 -S  Central  America  Double  Eagle 


1857-S  From  the  S.S.  Central  America.  MS- 

65  (PCGS).  This  is  the  coin  that  is  front- 
row  center  in  the  S.S.  Central  America 
treasure.  Most  double  eagles  of  this  date 
and  mint  have  been  sold,  but  here  is  a  real 
gem! . 15,500 


Choice  MS-64  1857-S  Central  America  $20 


1857-S  From  the  S.S.  Central  America.  MS- 

64  (PCGS) . 9,900 


Memorable  AU-55  1856-S 
Central  America  $20 


1856-S  From  the  S.S.  Central  America.  AU- 

55  (PCGS).  Lovely  and  memorable.  4,925 


Final  AU  Central  America  1 856-S  $20 


1856-S  From  the  S.S.  Central  America.  AU- 

53  (PCGS) . 4,225 


Choice  MS-63  1857-S  Central  America  $20 


1857-S  From  the  S.S.  Central  America.  MS- 

63  (PCGS) . 7,100 


Lustrous  1859-S  Double  Eagle 


1859-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  deep  orange-gold  surfaces  and  >>harp 
design  features.  A  very  scarce  issue  in  high 
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A  Special  Introductory  Offer  for  You!  •  Save  $50,  $100,  or  more! 


We  invite  you  to  build  a  beautiful  and 
meaningful  collection  with  some  of  the 
world’s  greatest  numismatic  experts  at 
your  service.  The  Bowers  and  Merena 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  the  most 
convenient  way  to  huild  a  significant 
collection  in  the  specialty  of  your  choice. 
Join  today  and  get  a 
j  ump  start  on  your  col¬ 
lection  by  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  special 
package  offers.  Plus, 
receive  a  PCGS  encap¬ 
sulated  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  quarter  as  a  spe¬ 
cial  thank  you  for  your  membership! 

Here  is  hoiv  our  CPP  can  work  for  you: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your 
liking)  a  package  of  choice,  rare,  and 
interesting  coins  will  arrive  in  your  mail¬ 
box!  Each  coin  will  be  carefully  hand¬ 
picked  for  its  eye  appeal  and  quality, 
and  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We 
guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best: 

•  Indian  cents 

•  Type  set  of  U.S.  Coins 

•  Commemorative  half  dollars 

•  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 

•  Franklin  half  dollars 

•  Morgan  silver  dollars 

•  Double  eagles 

•  United  States  gold  coins 

•  you  name  it! 


You  let  us  know  the  grades  you  prefer. 
If  you  want  only  PCGS  coins,  or  NGC 
coins,  or  “raw”  coins,  let  us  know  and 
we  will  comply.  We  will  review  the  coins 
and  pick  only  the  pieces  we  would  like 
to  have  for  our  collection. 

Meet  our  team: 

Gail  Watson  is  backed 
by  our  expert  numisma¬ 
tists  including  Gordon 
Wrubel,  director  of  nu¬ 
mismatic  operations. 

Gordon,  a  founder  of 
PCGS,  specializes  in 
top  quality  rare  U.S. 
gold  coins  and  is  well 
known  in  the  field  of 
numismatics.  He  be¬ 
came  a  full-time  coin 
dealer  in  1974  and  has 
sold  untold  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  coins  in 
his  career.  Mark 
Borckardt  and  Dave  Bowers  also  lend 
their  numismatic  talents.  These  experts 
will  personally  make  each  selection  for 
you,  keeping  track  of  coins  you  already 
have.  Current  CPP  members  agree  that 
personal  service,  quality  of  coins  ac¬ 
quired,  and  flexibility  are  the  greatest 
attributes  of  our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program. 

Here  is  what  you  will  receive  each  month: 


Month  by  month,  your  collection  will 
grow.  You  and  your  family  will  enjoy  your 
coins  and  will  be  proud  to  own,  study,  and 
display  them. 


2000- P  2SC 

From  Bower*  And  Merton 
With  Thanks 
New  Hampshire  Sample 


V 


NH  State  25  e 


Qail  Watson 


Qordon  Wruhel 


And,  here’s  an  additional  attrac¬ 
tion  for  Collection  Portfolio  Pro¬ 
gram  members:  Each  coin  will  be 
invoiced  at  a  special  4%  discount 
from  our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to 
quality  coins  and  personal  service  and 
attention,  you’ll  receive  our  periodi¬ 
cal  publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
and  The  Coin  Collector  free  of  charge. 

Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Gail  at  1-800-222-5993 
with  credit  card  in  hand.  Let  her  know 
your  collecting  interests,  the  amount 
you  would  like  to  spend  each  month 
(minimum:  $100),  and  the  grades  you 
would  like  to  collect.  Your  first  ship¬ 
ment  of  beautiful  coins  will  be  in  your 
mailbox  before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel 
free  to  change  the  grade  you  desire, 
your  monthly  payment,  or  the  series 
you  collect. 


Jump  Start  Special  Offers: 

It’s  easy  to  get  a  jump  start  on  your 
collection.  Simply  decide  what  se¬ 
ries  you  would  like  tv  collect.  Then 
let  Gail  hand  select  $500  list  price  in 
coins  for  you  and  pay  only  $450.  Or, 
select  $1,000  list  price  in  coim  and 
pay  only  $900.  Get  a  giant  leap  on 
your  collection  by  ordering  $5,000 
list  price  ia  coins  and  pay  only 
$4500!!!  These  special  off^sare 
good  for  yournrst  month’s  Felection 
only. 


^rtrxxzxrt 


United  States  gold  Coins  for  Sale 


quality,  minted  after  the  S.S.  Central  America 
was  lost,  yet  too  early  for  the  S.S.  Brother 

Jonathan . 3,795 

1860  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

Attractive  1861-S  Double  Eagle 
1861-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lovely  satiny  sur¬ 
faces .  1,845 

1869-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  nice  example  for  the 
grade . 695 

1869- S  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example.  679 

1870- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Bright  gold  surfaces 

with  some  lustre  evident . 635 

1870-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 635 

1873  Open  3.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant 

with  cartwheel  lustre . 645 

1873  Open  3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Honey  gold 
with  deep  orange  in  the  recessed  areas  and  on 

the  high  points . 519 

1876  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 695 

1876- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1877- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive.  ...  1,095 

1877-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

Rare  1885-CC  Double  Eagle 
1885-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing . 2,195 

Mint  State  1890  Double  Eagle 
Bass  Collection  Pedigree 


1890  MS-62.  A  satiny  and  lustrous  olive-gold 
beauty  that  would  easily  grade  MS-63  or 
finer,  save  for  some  faint  scratches  in  the  field 
behind  Liberty’s  head.  A  lovely  example  of 
this  popular  Philadelphia  issue.  This  lovely 
coin  once  resided  in  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
Collection,  and  is  currently  looking  for  a  new 


residence! . 2,950 

1893  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  795 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,195 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1897- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 569 

1898- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1898- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 529 

1899- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,075 


Call  To  Order 
800*222-5993 


Gem  1 904  Double  Eagle 


1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  Blazing  lustre.  A  superb 
coin  that  would  grace  any  type  set.  ...  2,650 


1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 835 

1904-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  695 

Choice  Mint  State  1907-D  $20 
1907-D  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  yel¬ 
low  gold  with  full  unbroken  lustre.  Choice 
for  the  grade  and  very  pleasing .  1,925 

SAINT-GAUDENS 

Double  Eagles 


Extraordinary  Gem  MCMV1I  $20 
A  High  Relief  Beauty! 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS- 

65  (PCGS).  An  exemplary  example  of  what 
is  arguably  America’s  most  beautiful  coin 
design.  Intense  lustre  fairly  explodes  on  sat¬ 
iny  yellow  gold  surfaces,  bringing  the  high 
relief  vision  of  Liberty  into  the  visual  fore¬ 
front  where  she  belongs.  Search  long  and 
hard  for  blemishes  of  any  sort  on  this  coin 
and  your  only  response  will  be  “trivial.”  We 
mean  it!  This  is  a  beauty  and  would  make 
even  the  finest  numismatic  cabinet  shine 
more  brightly.  Don’t  delay . 31,500 

The  story  of  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  double 
eagle  is  among  the  best  known  of  all  numismatic  tales, 
and  bears  a  brief  retelling  here. 

In  1 905  President  Theodore  Roosevelt,  desiring  to 
improve  the  artistic  quality  of  circulating  American 
coinage,  commissioned  his  friend,  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens,  to  create  new  motifs  for  every  denomination 
from  the  cent  to  the  double  eagle.  In  his  studio  in 
Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  the  artist  prepared  sketches 
and  models. 

By  the  summer  of  1 907,  he  had  essentially  finished 
the  work  for  the  Indian  Head  $10  and  the  related  $20, 
the  latter  being  modeled  after  his  statue  of  Victory  for 
the  Sherman  Victory  Monument  in  New  \  ork  C  aty  s 
Central  Park  at  the  southeast  comer. 

The  use  of  Roman  numerals  on  the  models 


(the  first  time  ever  for  American  federal  coinage) 
added  a  pleasant  and  unusual  touch  to  the  designs 
The  artist  died  on  August  1,  1907,  without  having 
seen  a  finished  example  of  the  MC  MVII  as  offered 
here. 

Afterward,  his  assistant,  Henry  Hering,  contin¬ 
ued  the  work  and  completed  the  models  A  great 
contretemps  erupted  between  President  Roosevelt 
and  Chief  Engraver  Charles  Rarber  at  the  Mint. 
Barber  was  angry  that  Roosevelt  had  criticized  the 
current  designs  (including  Rarher’s  Liberty  Head 
dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar  first  minted  in  1892) 
and  had  selected  an  outside  artist  to  prepare  coin 
designs.  Traditionally,  coin  motifs  were  the  work  of 
the  Engraving  Department  of  the  Mini  itself  (al¬ 
though  there  had  been  exceptions). 

Rarher  protested  that  the  High  Relief  of  the  design 
was  unacceptable  for  high-speed  coinage,  and  that  the 
new  design  was  not  feasible.  Roosevelt  engaged  in  a 
little  “war"  with  the  Mint,  calling  it  his  “pet  crime,” 
and  stated  that  if  only  one  coin  could  he  struck  per  day , 
that’s  the  way  it  would  he!  In  time,  some  11,250 
MCMVII  pieces  were  struck,  at  the  rate  of  several 
hundred  or  more  per  day,  hut  with  difficulty  as  it  took 
three  blows  of  the  coining  press  to  fully  bring  up  the 
relief  on  the  design. 

Once  this  quantity  had  been  made,  Barber 
redesigned  the  $20,  sharply  lowered  the  relief,  and 
eliminated  the  Roman  numerals.  The  modified 
design  continued  to  he  produced  through  and  in¬ 
cluding  1933. 


Impressive  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  Sharply  defined  with  full  lustre 
and  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal.  An  excep¬ 
tional  example  for  the  connoisseur. ..  19,950 


High  Relief  Saint-Gaudens  $20 


MCMVII  ( 1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  AU- 

55  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  excel¬ 
lent  lustre  for  the  grade.  Very  light  mb  on  the 
high  points  either  from  carriage  as  a  pixrket 
piece  by  a  Washington  worthy  or  light  circu¬ 
lation.  That  a  coin  of  the  magnificent  design 
of  the  High  Relief  double  eagle  was  released 
into  circulation  rarher  than  being  reserved 
merely  for  presentation  says  a  great  deal 
about  the  ideals  of  Theixlore  Roosevelt  and 
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Interesting 


things 


In  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  140  we 
printed  a  picture  of  “Pocahontas,”  a  ci¬ 
gar  store  Indian  once  owned  by  Parker 
Lyon  and  featured  in  his  museum  of 
Western  Americana,  later  sold  to  Will¬ 
iam  Harrah  (of  casino  fame),  then  to 
Greg  Martin. 

The  following  stories  and  anecdotes 
are  from  Ed  Ainsworth,  Pot  Luck:  Epi¬ 
sodes  in  the  Life  of  W.  Parker  Lyon ,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1940.  Some  excerpts  mention 
gold  or  gold  coins. 

The  author  sets  the  scene  in  San 
Francisco  in  the  second  half  of  the  19th 
century. 

Everything  was  bought  with  gold. 
Gold  coins  jingled  on  counters  and  all 
the  big  houses  had  gold  scales  for 
weighing  dust.  Bartenders  with  big 
hands  were  in  great  demand.  Drinks 
were  gold  by  the  “pinch”  of  dust,  and 
the  bigger  the  “pinch”  the  greater  the 
riches  the  house  piled  in. 

Lyon  told  of  collecting,  as  quoted  by 
Ainsworth: 

[Later  in  my  life,  when  I  could  af¬ 
ford  to  collect  things]  I  thought  about 
the  gold  country  where  1  had  worked  as 
a  kid  for  $1  a  day — the  funny  little 
towns  up  around  Columbia  and  Jackass 
Hill  and  the  other  places  where  Mark 
Twain  and  Bret  Harte  had  got  a  lot  of 
their  stuff.  Even  the  names  were  pretty 
interesting,  Strawberry,  Jenny  Lind, 
Shotgun  and  all  the  others. 

So  I  thought  I’d  take  some  trips  up 
there  hunting  things. 

Well,  I’d  got  all  the  way  up  to  the 
Poker  Flat  country  when  I  stumbled 
onto  this  little  town  with  the  old  Wells 
Fargo  office. 

There  was  an  old  safe  in  a  building 
that  had  heen  abandoned.  Nobody 
seemed  to  know  who  it  belonged  to  or 
when  was  the  last  time  the  safe  had 
heen  opened.  I  finally  found  a  guy  that 
was  willing  to  accept  $50  for  it,  though, 


and  I  hired  a 
few  prospec¬ 
tors  and  a 
truck  and  took 
it  out  on  a  field.  I 
put  dynamite  under 
the  door  and  blew 


it 


open. 

And  then  I  really  got  the  shock  of 
my  life.  That  was  a  collector’s  dream 
come  true  if  there  ever  was  one.  In  the 
safe  was  about  $2000  in  gold  coins,  just 
scads  of  rare  Pony  Express  stamps  that 
hadn’t  even  heen  used,  lots  of  old  let¬ 
ters  with  other  Pony  Express  stamps  on 
them  and  many  records  of  the  Wells 
Fargo  Company. 

From  then  on  I  was  sunk! 

I  was  just  like  some  guy  at  a  horse 
race  who  has  a  long  shot  come  in  on 
the  first  bet  or  a  golfer  who  makes  a 
hole  in  one  the  first  time  he  ever  hits 
the  ball.  I  never  did  make  such  a  haul 
again  hut  I  sure  had  a  hell  of  a  lot  of 
fun  trying. 

And,  of  course,  even  if  I  didn’t  find 
money  and  stamps  everywhere  I  went  I 
found  plenty  of  other  things. 

I  covered  the  whole  West,  at  one 
time  or  another,  grabbing  off  the  best 
relics  like  the  original  wooden  Califor¬ 
nia  State  seal  hidden  away  at  Sacra¬ 
mento  and  all  the  999,999  other  things 
in  the  museum.  Some  of  them  were 
mighty  queer.  I  got  a  “hat  hath”  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  City.  It  was  shaped  like  an  upside 
down  hat  and  used  to  sit  in  front  of  the 
barber  shop. 

A  miner  would  come  in  from  the 
Comstock  Lode  and  head  for  one  of 
these  hat  baths.  Water  was  50  cents  a 
bucket  so  they  had  to  be  pretty  careful 
of  it.  First  the  fellow  who  helped  the 
miners  with  their  baths  had  to  use  a 
currycomb  to  loosen  up  the  outer  coat 
of  stuff  on  their  skins. 

They  worked  down  in  the  terrifi¬ 
cally  hot  mines  without  any  shirt  or 
undershirt  on  and  the  dust  and  silver 


ore  got  worked  into  their  whiskers  and 
skins.  They  were  practically  silver  plated. 
After  the  curry-comber  got  through  they 
scrubbed  for  a  long  time  with  the  four-hit 
water  and  a  bar  of  pink  boudoir  soap  from 
Paris  that  cost  a  dollar  a  cake.  The  fellow 
that  used  the  currycomb  wound  up  with 
a  fortune.  He  got  a  concession  to  pan  the 
dirt  the  miners  left  in  the  bathtub  and  he 
made  a  million  dollars  out  of  the  silver  he 
found  in  it! 

W.  Parker  Lyon  continued  his  life 
story: 

Sometimes  I’ve  made  a  pretty  good 
profit  on  things  without  even  knowing 
I  was  going  to,”  Parker  said,  flipping  a 
collector’s  $50  gold  piece  and  leaning 
hack  in  the  big  chair  the  next  day. 

I’ve  never  been  much  of  a  literary 
specialist,  but  I’ve  got  some  friends  that 
sure  are  top  notchers  in  that  business. 
Erwin  Grahhorn  of  San  Francisco  is 
just  about  as  famous  a  publisher  of  fine 
hooks  as  there  is  in  this  country.  He 
can  take  old  rags  and  pieces  of  leather 
and  turn  them  into  the  best  looking 
books  and  bindings  you  ever  saw. 

He  has  gone  in  for  Mark  Twain  and 
Ambrose  Bierce  and  Edwin  Markham 
and  Bret  Harte  and  a  lot  of  other  fa¬ 
mous  authors.  But  his  real  hobby  when 
he  isn’t  printing  something  is  collect¬ 
ing  manuscripts  of  famous  early  Ameri¬ 
can  statesmen  like  Washington  and 
Jefferson  and  Hamilton  and  Monroe. 

Once  in  a  while,  though,  he  ran 
into  something  a  little  out  of  his  ordi¬ 
nary  line  and  went  in  for  that  too. 
When  gold  was  still  legal  he  paid  $100 
in  gold  coins  for  a  huge  Wells  Fargo 
gold  scale.  It  was  just  a  sort  of  a  curios¬ 
ity  to  him  and  he  thought  that  it  was  a 
bargain.  He  got  to  be  right  proud  of 
those  gold  scales. 
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his  favorite  sculptor,  Augustus  Saint- 

Gaudens . 7,250 

1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 475 

Choice  1908-D  With  Motto  Double  Eagle 
1908-D  With  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 1,550 

1908- D  With  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 495 

Rare  1909-D  Double  Eagle 

1909- D  AU-58  (NGC).  One  of  the  rarer 
double  eagles  of  this  era.  Attractive  with  bril¬ 


liant  and  lustrous  surfaces .  1,495 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  539 


Gem  1910-D  Double  Eagle 


1910-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  scarce  in  gem 


condition . 2,795 

1910-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

Choice  191 3-D  Double  Eagle 

1913-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,595 

191 3-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1,195 


Remarkable  Quality  1920  $20 
Condition  Census 
Rare  So  Choice 


1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  sharp  design  features.  Fully  brilliant 
with  frosty  lustre.  This  date  is  not  rare  in 
lower  grades,  although  high  quality  Mint 
State  examples  are  elusive.  Only  one  finer 
MS-65  example  has  been  certified  by 
PCGS . 2,950 


SEE  OUR  BOOK  SECTION  FOR  GREAT 
BOOKS  AT  DISCOUNT  PRICES! 


Lovely  Gem  1923-1)  $20 
Superb  MS-66 

Among  the  Finest  We’ve  Seen 
1923-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superlative  gem 
specimen  of  a  popular  Denver  Mint  issue. 
Smooth,  satiny  surfaces  exhibit  strong  lustre 
and  highly  attractive  rose  iridescence.  Every 
bit  a  gem!  In  fact,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  seen!  . 2,150 


1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  915 

1924  MS-64  (P<  X  iS)  Brilliant 

1924  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  499 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant .  • 

1924  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

Frosty  Gem  1927  $20 

1927  MS-66  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre  on  satiny 

honey  gold  surfaces .  1 ,995 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  595 


RICHARD  SCHWARY  WRITES 


Dear  Dave: 

With  this  letter  you  will  find  one  of 
your  books,  Coins  and  Collectors,  with  a 
copyright  date  of  1964.  It  was  written 
back  in  your  old  Empire  Coin  Com¬ 
pany  days.  This  book  comes  from  me  to 
you  with  a  story  you  might  find  inter¬ 
esting: 

Not  long  ago  a  young  man  walked 
into  the  store  with  a  coin  collection, 
which  was  given  to  him  by  his  father 
some  years  ago.  His  intention  was  to  sell, 
if  satisfied  with  the  price,  and  the  first 
coin  he  handed  me  was  from  your  later 
firm,  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  in  Los 
Angeles. 

My  thoughts  took  me  back  to  a  time 
when  coins  were  not  certified,  and  there 
were  many  coin  companies  in  the  Los 
Angeles  area,  most  of  whom  are  now 
gone. 

Ron  Downing  was  a  friend  at  Coin- 
A-Rama  City  who  went  on  to  purchase 
the  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  from  Allen 
Harriman.  Ron’s  mother  and  father  were 
sharecroppers  with  humble  beginnings, 
but  later  achieved  great  success  with  rare 
coins — nice  things  happen  to  nice 
people. 

Jerry  Cohen  and  Abner  Kreisberg 
were  nationally  known  and  friends  of 
yours  for  years,  I  know.  Jerry  was  the 
first  dealer  to  show  me  an  Augustus 
Humbert  $50  “slug”  from  the  Gold 
Rush  era.  Although  he  had  no  chance 
of  selling  the  coin  to  me  at  the  time,  he 
enjoyed  telling  me  the  whole  story 
about  it — how  it  was  made  and  why  it 
was  so  significant. 

Perhaps  an  anthology  on  the  more 
obscure  dealers  would  make  interesting 
reading,  if  you  were  ever  to  write  such  a 
thing.  Did  you  know  Harry  Weber  who 
owned  a  store  in  Hawthorne,  California? 
Or  have  any  dealings  with  the  locally 
prominent  “Slim”  Pickens  who  had  a 
small  shop  off  of  Arbor  Vitae  (Inglewood, 
California)  in  the  1950s?  1  used  to  stop  at 


his  shop  on  the  way  home  from  selling 
papers,  park  my  bike  and  hang  out.  1  pur¬ 
chased  my  first  1909-S  Lincoln  cent  from 
him  in  EF  for  $3.  At  the  time  my  mother 
and  father  could  not  understand  why 
someone  would  spend  their  money  in 
such  a  fashion.  “Slim”  was  a  great  guy,  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  share  a  numismatic  story 
and  when  he  retired  he  sold  an  extensive 
and  important  foreign  collection. 

Returning  to  the  story  of  your  Coins 
and  Collectors  book,  as  1  was  looking  at 
this  man’s  collection  he  related  a  few  Los 
Angeles  coin  stories,  about  places  he  vis¬ 
ited  as  he  went  from  company  to  com¬ 
pany  with  his  father.  He  remembered 
your  great  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 
auctions  with  George  Bennett  as  the  auc¬ 
tioneer.  1  have  my  own  recollections,  too. 
I  loved  the  way  George  would  smile 
when  the  bid  was  against  you,  point  his 
pencil  and  ask  “It  is  worth  it  to  you?”  In 
some  cases  1  simply  could  not  resist  mov¬ 
ing  the  bid  higher.  As  1  remember  Jim 
Ruddy  smoked  a  pipe,  which  always 
smelled  good  to  me. 

By  the  time  I  had  finished  going  over 
his  holdings  my  bid  bought  the  collec¬ 
tion.  He  told  me  his  Dad  kept  records  but 
he  would  not  reveal  his  actual  cost.  But 
judging  by  the  smile  on  his  face  I  would 
say  a  fine  profit  was  on  its  way  to  the 
bank.  The  deal  included  a  few  vintage 
books  and  auction  catalogues  of  the 
1960s  and  1970s,  including  your  Coins 
and  Collectors  book. 

It  still  made  for  wonderful  reading 
and  the  jacket  cover  put  another  smile  on 
my  face  seeing  a  young  Dave  Bowers  in 
his  early  twenties.  Also  of  some  note  is 
that  while  Coins  and  Collectors  is  213 
pages  in  length,  its  final  chapter  (VIII), 
called  “Coin  Investment”  is  only  nine 
pages  long. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  and  give  my 
best  to  your  staff. 

Sincerely, 

Richard  Schwary 


Rare  Coin  Review  #143 


55 


SEPTEMBER/OtTORER  2001 


Commemorative 

U.S.  Coins 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

We  continue  to  be  busy  buying 
commemoratives!  We  firmly  believe  that 
nearly  all  of  the  early  1892-1954  issues  are  in¬ 
credibly  inexpensive  in  today’s  marketplace 
— in  many  instances  selling  for  less  than  they 
did  decades  ago! 

We  have  always  liked  commemoratives,  and 
consider  them  to  be  among  the  most  fascinat¬ 
ing  of  all  American  series,  particularly  the  coins 
of  the  “classic”  era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that 
the  market  has  been  slow  and  quiet  in  recent 
times  seems  to  us  to  signal  an  opportunity,  and 
we’ve  been  writing  checks  whenever  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins 
unhesitatingly  states  that  among  American 
coins,  few  if  any  issues  can  match  commem¬ 
oratives  for  their  historical  significance. 
Beyond  this  aspect,  the  series  is  laden  with  low 
mintages.  Some  issues  in  beautiful  Mint  State, 
with  mintages  of  less  than  10,000  pieces,  can  be 
purchased  for  under  $100  per  coin,  sometimes 
i veil  under — certain  pieces  from  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  and  Carver-Washington  series  are 
prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at 
the  right  time.  If  you  don’t  have  anything  special 
in  mind,  we  suggest  starting  a  basic  type  set 
which  consists  of  48  different  designs  of  half 
dollars  plus  the  1893  Isabella  quarter  and  1900 
Lafayette  dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of  50  coins. 
Our  inventory  offers  the  majority  of  the  issues 
for  your  selection,  the  half  dollars  in  alphabeti¬ 
cal  order  (more  or  less),  following  numismatic 
tradition. 

And,  our  “Eagle”  albums  are  the  ideal  way  to 
store  and  display  your  commemoratives  at  the 
same  time! 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63.  Light  iridescent 

surfaces.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this  beautiful 


design . 695 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  light  iridescent  toning .  569 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-55.  Attractive. .  475 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 


1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
A  fantastic  coin  with  gorgeous  lightly 
toned  lustrous  surfaces  highlighted  with  a 
halo  of  gold  and  blue  peripheral  toning — 
a  virtual  numismatic  art  display!  You  could 
survey  100  different  specimens  offered  for 
sale  at  the  MS-65  level  and  not  find  a 
single  piece  that  will  match  the  eye  appeal 
of  this.  A  very  special  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  one  of  the  most  beautiful  examples  of 
this  key  commemorative  that  we  have  ever 
handled . 10,500 

TRADITION:  Ever  since  1953  we  have  been 
doing  what  we  do  best — carefully  buying  choice,  rare, 
and  desirable  coins,  pricing  them  to  be  good  values, 
and  offering  them  to  dedicated  numismatists.  Along 
the  way  we  have  helped  build  most  of  the  “great” 
collections  formed  during  the  late  20th  century,  and 
many  thousands  of  smaller  holdings.  All  of  this  has 
been  very  enjoyable  for  us.  And,  we  like  to  think  that 
it  has  been  equally  enjoyable  for  our  clients. 


Lovely  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 
Very  Choice,  Very  Affordable 


1900  Lafayette  silver  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  light  champagne  surface.  Very 
pleasing  in  every  respect.  A  nice  meeting  of 
high  grade  and  affordable  price . 3,350 


Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 


1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  One  of  the  scarcer  half  dollars  in  this 
grade  category.  Most  Alabama  specimens 
show  light  wear  or  are  in  lower  Mint  State 

levels . 2,650 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series. 
Cheaper  today  than  it  was  during  the  market 
high  of  1989!  Might  this  situation  translate 
to  your  advantage  if  you  need  one  for  your 

collection? . 850 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 445 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-60  (AN ACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 229 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  139 

1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
Lustrous  and  attractive.  A  lot  of  value  awaits 
you  in  the  MS-64  grade .  1,050 


Superb  and  Original  1938  Arkansas  Gem 


1938  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Exquisite  sil¬ 
ver  gray  and  amber  mottled  with  electric 
magenta,  aquamarine  and  green  at  the  ex¬ 
treme  periphery.  Nicely  lustrous  and  choice 
in  appearance.  Really  a  spectacular  piece, 
especially  if  you  appreciate  aesthetically 


pleasing  original  toning .  2,250 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  cen¬ 
ters  with  gold  peripheral  toning . 675 
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Popular  Modern  Issues 


When  you  think  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  you  probably  think  of  classic  rarities  such  as 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickels  or  1804  dollars,  or  at  least  of  older  coins,  such  as  1793  cents,  1916-D 
dimes,  1928  Hawaiian  commemorative  halves  and  the  like.  And,  in  numismatics  we  are  probably 
America’s  most  important  supplier  of  such  pieces  to  established  collectors,  dealers,  and  museums. 
If  these  are  your  forte,  we  invite  you  to  enjoy  our  current  listings  on  the  other  pages  of  this  Rare 
Coin  Review,  featuring  some  of  the  finest,  rarest  coins  ever  offered! 

HOWEVER,  we  handle  our  share  of  modern  coins  as  well — the  popular  pieces  made  in  our 
own  era.  Superb  gem  Proof  Franklin  halves  and  Jefferson  nickels,  Washington  quarters — you 
name  it.  On  this  page  we  list  some  modern  issues  in  “ultra”  grades,  each  certified  by  PCGS,  and 
each  among  the  very  finest  known  of  its  particular  issue  or  variety. 

We  invite  you  order  one  or  several  coins.  Your  complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed,  or  an 
instant  refund  is  yours  if  you  return  a  coin  within  7  days.  We  don’t  expect  to  get  even  a  single 
such  refund  request,  hut  the  guarantee  is  there  if  you  want  it!  To  order  call  1 -800-222-5993. 


Silver  Eagles: 

Silver  $1  eagle.  1986-S  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . $55 

Silver  $1  eagle.  2000-P  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . $65 

Silver  $  1  eagle.  200 1  - W  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . $49 

1986-2001  Collection.  16-Coin  Certified 
Silver  Proof  Eagle  set.  Proof-69  (PCGS). 
Wow! . $1,375 

Gold  Eagles: 

Gold  $50  eagle.  2000  MS-69  (PCGS). .  $475 
Gold  $50  eagle.  2001  MS-69  (PCGS). .  $475 

Fantastic  Collection  of  Gold 
Proof  Sets: 

1986  to  and  including  2001,  fantastic  59-Coin 
Certified  Gold  Proof  Set  Collection,  each 
Proof-69  (PCGS).  Wow! . $19,950 

Proof  Sets: 

1995  4-Coin  Gold  Proof  Set  ($5,  $10,  $25, 
$50)  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  $1,195 

1995  5-Coin  Gold/Silver  Proof  Set  (Eagle 
Silver  Dollar,  $5,  $10,  $25,  $50)  Proof-69 
Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) . $4,395 

1997  4-Coin  Platinum  Proof  Set  ($10, 
$25,  $50,  $100)  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . $1,995 

HZ. 


Commemorative  Silver  $1  Coins: 

Statue  of  Liberty  $1.  1986-P  MS-69 
(PCGS) . $37 

Jefferson  $1.  1993  MS-69  (PCGS) . $119 

Botanical  $1.  1997-P  MS-69  (PCGS)  ..  $129 

Botanical  $1.  1997-P  MS-68  (PCGS)  ....  $79 

Commemorative  Gold  $5  Coins: 

Statue  of  Liberty  Gold  $5.1 986- W  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) . $139 

Constitution  Gold  $5.  1987-W  Prix)f-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) . $139 

Congress  Gold  $5.  1989-W  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) . $145 

Mount  Rushmore  Gold  $5.  1991-W  Proof-69 
Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) . $169 

Columbus  Gold  $5.  1992-W  MS-69  (PCGS) 
$195 

Columbus  Gold  $5.  1992-W  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) . $225 

Olympic  Gold  $5.  1992-W  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) . $165 

World  Cup  Gold  $5.  19^4-W  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) . $195 

Stadium  Gold  $5.  1995  MS-69  (PCGS)$475 

Commemorative  Gold  $10  Coin: 

Olympic  Gold  $10.  1984-W  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) . $350 


Commemorative  U.S.  Coins  for  Sale 


193  5-S  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-65 

( PCGS).  Satiny  champagne  surfaces.  1,150 
19  36  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 339 

1937  Boone-  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1937- S  Boone  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  975 

1938  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Paltry 
distribution  of  only  2,100  pieces!  Isn’t  it  in¬ 
credible  that  you  can  buy  a  gem  for  just  .  495 

1938- D  Boone.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,050 

1938-D  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces  with  amber  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing .  1,050 

1938-D  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  375 
1925-S  California.  MS-60  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 119 

1954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 59 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous .  675 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  795 
1892  Columbian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 795 
1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  cen¬ 
ters  with  amber  peripheral  toning .  225 

1892  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  79 

Superb  Gem  1893  Columbian  Half  Dollar 

1893  Columbian.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  cen¬ 
ters  with  amber  peripheral  toning .  1,675 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  surfaces . 609 

1936  Elgin.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny 
centers  with  light  amber  at  the  rims. .  1,375 

Authorized  in  1936  for  an  anniversary  that  had 
already  taken  place  in  1935;  profits  from  the  sale  of  this 
issue  went  toward  work  on  a  statue  in  Elgin,  which  to 
this  day  has  not  been  erected,  although  the  city  fathers 
of  Elgin  are,  right  now,  working  on  the  project. 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1922  Grant.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .  1,095 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 
Key  Rarity  among  the  Design  Types 


1928  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  rarity  among 
design  types.  The  notes  below  are  adapted 
from  Dave  Bowers’  book,  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclo¬ 
pedia,  a  copy  of  which  we  invite  you  to  order 
for  your  library  (or,  if  you  are  the  buyer  of  this 
memorable  coin,  a  copy  is  yours  gratis).  5,750 

Notes  on  the  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 

The  year  1928  marked  the  1  50rh  anniversary  of 
the  January  18,  1778  arrival  of  British  explorer  and 


navigator  Captain  James  Cook  at  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
(at  first  and  for  a  long  time  thereafter  called  the 
Sandwich  Islands  in  honor  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  a 
patron  of  Cook’s  voyage).  Thus  was  set  the  stage  for  the 
issuance  of  what  would  become  the  rarest,  most  desired 
of  the  commemorative  half  dollar  types. 

Captain  James  Cook,  born  in  England  on  October 
28,  1728,  joined  the  Royal  Navy  in  1755  and  eventu¬ 
ally  became  one  of  the  18th  century's  most  famous 
navigators.  Following  exploration  and  charting  of 
Newfoundland  and  the  upper  reaches  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  River,  Cook  took  a  group  of  scientists  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean  to  study  the  predicted  transit  of  Venus 
across  the  sun.  During  this  and  several  other  Pacific 
voyages,  Cook  carefully  plotted  the  locations  of  many 
islands  and  laid  to  rest  theories  about  an  undiscovered 
large  continent.  On  his  fourth  trip  to  the  Pacific,  Cook 
“discovered”  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  January  1778, 
possibly  becoming  the  first  white  man  to  land  there, 
although  some  historians  have  suggested  that  Spanish 
explorer  Juan  Gaetano  had  arrived  there  over  two 
centuries  earlier  in  1555.  Cook  returned  to  Hawaii, 
where  he  was  considered  by  the  natives  to  be  the  white 
god  Lona.  He  became  involved  in  an  altercation,  the 
details  of  which  are  unknown,  and  was  killed  by  natives 
on  February  14,  1779. 

In  1 883  the  San  Francisco  Mint  struck  coins  for  the 
Hawaiian  islands  (as  it  also  did  on  a  contract  basis  for 
other  foreign  countries  and  interests  from  time  to  time ) . 
Although  the  Republic  of  Hawaii  in  1893  had  expressed 
interest  in  being  annexed  to  the  United  States,  nothing 
happened  until  1898,  when  because  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War  the  United  States  realized  that  a  naval 
base  in  the  islands  would  protect  its  interests  in  the 
Pacific.  The  area  was  annexed  on  August  12,  1898,  and 
on  April  13, 1900  all  who  had  been  citizens  ofHawaiion 
August  12,  1898  became  citizens  of  the  Territory  of 
Hawaii  and  of  the  United  States.  On  August  21,  1959 
Hawaii  joined  the  Union  as  a  state. 

In  1928  an  effort  was  made  to  create  a  coin  issue 
that  would  serve  its  intended  purpose — to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  anniversary  of  Cook’s  landing — without  the 
abuses  which  had  characterized  certain  other  issues  of 
the  decade.  The  enabling  legislation,  approved  by 
Congress  on  March  7,  1928,  provided  for  the  modest 
coinage  of  10,000  silver  50-cent  pieces.  A  distribution 
commission  was  founded  with  Bruce  Cartwright,  Jr.,  a 
well-known  numismatist  (and  whose  late  father  was 
also  a  collector  of  great  prominence),  at  its  head. 

Bruce  Cartwright,  Jr.’s  Commentary 

Bruce  Cartwright,  Jr.  furnished  the  following  com¬ 
mentary  to  the  editor  of  The  Numismatist,  who  pub¬ 
lished  it  in  the  May  1928  issue: 

“Whether  the  proposed  design  will  be  approved  or 
not  by  the  authorities  I  do  not  know.  The  Captain 
Cook  Sesqui-Centennial  [sic;  but  spelled  as  one  word, 
Sesquicentennial,  on  the  issuer’s  letterhead]  Commis¬ 
sion  has  set  a  price  of  $2  apiece  on  these  souvenirs, 
which  are  to  be  sold  to  the  public  by  the  Bank  of 
Hawaii,  Ltd.,  Honolulu,  Territory  of  Hawaii.  No  rules 
as  to  distribution  have  as  yet  been  formulated,  but  I 
believe  no  individual  will  be  given  more  than  one  coin. 
A  small  part  of  the  total  issue  of  10,000  pieces  will 
probably  be  set  aside  to  provide  specimens  for  those 
interested  outside  of  Hawaii.  Dealers  approved  by  the 
Commission  will  probably  be  allowed  to  purchase  up  to 
100  coins  apiece.  The  profit  derived  from  the  sale  of 
these  souvenir  coins  is  to  be  used  in  forming  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  Captain  Cook  memorabilia  for  Hawaii. 

“The  proposed  designs  were  drawn  by  Miss  Juliette 
May  Fraser,  the  well-known  Honolulu  artist.  The  ob¬ 
verse  bears  a  profile  bust  of  Captain  Cook  to  left  from 
a  Wedgwood  medallion  owned  by  the  writer.  Below 
appears  the  inscription  HALF  DOLLAR  flanked  by 
eight  small  triangles  or  pyramids  representing  the  eight 
largest  volcanic  islands  in  Hawaii:  Oahu,  Hawaii, 
Niihau,  Kauai,  Molokai,  Lanai,  Kahoolawe,  and  Maui. 
The  reverse  shows  a  Hawaiian  warrior  chief  in  full 


regalia  gaining  the  summit  of  a  hill.  This  represents 
Hawaii  rising  from  obscurity.  The  chief  holds  out  his 
right  hand  in  welcome.  Behind  him  is  a  coconut  tree, 
denoting  romance.  In  the  distance  is  a  Hawaiian  vil¬ 
lage  of  grass  huts  nestled  along  Waikiki  Beach  at  the 
foot  of  Diamond  Hill,  denoting  history  and  antiquity. 

“The  celebration  in  commemoration  of  the  1 50th 
anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  Hawaii  by  Captain 
James  Cook  will  be  held  in  Hawaii  about  the  middle  of 
August  1928.  This  is  the  only  commemorative  coin  so 
far  issued  for  the  possessions  of  the  United  States  and 
should  prove  a  popular  one  with  collectors.  The  total 
authorized  issue  is  only  10,000,  all  of  which  will  per¬ 
haps  be  readily  disposed  of,  notwithstanding  the  price 
is  fixed  at  $2.  « 

"The  bill  was  introduced  in  Congress  by  Hawaii’s 
delegate,  Hon.  V.S.K.  Houston.  About  400  coins  are  to 
be  reserved  by  the  commission  for  presentation  to 
distinguished  guests  and  visitors  at  the  celebration,  to 
include  the  officers  of  British  and  American  warships 
assigned  to  the  function.  If  the  Prince  of  Wales  accepts 
the  invitation  to  be  present,  he  will  be  presented  with 
one  of  the  ‘Proof  coins,’  about  50  of  which  are  to  be 
minted.  The  celebration  will  be  an  outstanding  func¬ 
tion  in  Hawaii  this  year....” 

Sketches  made  by  Miss  Juliette  May  Fraser  were 
sent  to  Chester  Beach,  who  prepared  the  models, 
utilizing  Miss  Fraser’s  art  and  some  suggestions  for 
modifications  made  by  the  Mint  and  Congressman 
Victor  S.K.  Houston,  after  which  dies  were  made. 
Beach  by  1928  had  been  associated  with  several  other 
commemorative  issues.  In  keeping  with  practice  at  the 
time,  manufacture  of  the  dies  was  accomplished  by  the 
Medallic  Art  Company  of  New  York  City. 

A  Quick  Sellout 

In  June  1928,  10,008  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial 
half  dollars  were  struck  at  Philadelphia,  the  extra  eight 
being  reserved  for  assay.  Of  the  production  figure  50 
were  Sandblast  Proofs,  made  by  a  special  process  which 
imparted  a  dull,  grainy  finish  to  the  pieces,  similar  to 
that  used  on  certain  Mint  medals  of  the  era  as  well  as 
on  gold  Proof  coins  circa  1908-1915.  Collectors  con¬ 
sidered  the  surface  style  to  be  quite  unsatisfactory,  but 
those  at  the  Mint  believed  it  to  be  artistic. 

Distribution  began  through  the  Bank  of  Hawaii, 
Ltd.  in  Honolulu  on  October  8, 1928.  Sales  were  brisk, 
and  soon  the  supply  was  gone,  just  as  Bruce  Cartwright, 
Jr.  had  predicted.  It  was  intended  that  about  half  the 
pieces  be  reserved  for  residents  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
and  the  other  half  be  distributed  on  the  mainland,  but 
in  practice  it  is  believed  that  most  were  distributed  on 
the  islands.  Almost  immediately  pieces  traded  at  a 
premium  over  the  $2  issue  price,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  original  price  charged  was  the  highest  of  any 
commemorative  half  dollar  up  to  that  time. 

A  quantity  of  these,  variously  estimated  as  being 
from  500  to  1,500  pieces,  was  said  to  have  been  pur¬ 
chased  by  investors  and  kept  off  the  market.  A  hoard  of 
137  Hawaiian  half  dollars  sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  at  auction  to  the  order  of  the  Bank  of  Hawaii, 
Ltd.  on  January  23,  1986  represented  specimens  that 
had  been  set  aside  for  the  bank’s  employees.  In  1928 
the  bank’s  president  put  one  Hawaiian  coin  out  with  a 
card  for  the  employees  to  sign  if  they  wanted  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  coin  for  approximately  $1  to  $1.50.  The  dis¬ 
played  coin  was  stolen  by  an  employee.  The  bank 
president  was  angry  about  this  and  locked  up  the 
remaining  pieces,  and  they  remained  untouched  in  a 
vault  for  over  a  half  century  thereafter. 

No  controversy  was  associated  with  the  authoriza¬ 
tion,  the  reason  for  creation,  or  the  distribution  of  the 
1928  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  halt  dollars,  and  the 
entire  affair  was  a  model  of  excellence.  Many  collectors 
wished  that  more  had  been  struck,  a  radical  departure 
from  the  oversupply  of  other  issues  of  the  decade,  but 
perhaps  this  was  balanced  by  the  satisfaction  of  those 
who  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  them  at  the  $2  issue 
price  and  saw  them  rise  steadily  in  value 
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Collecting  Hawaiian  Half  Dollars 

By  all  standards  the  1928  Haw  aiian  Sesquicenten- 
nial  half  dollar  is  the  most  important  single  silver 
commemorative  type  from  the  standpoint  of  scarcity  of 
available  specimens.  Examples  are  elusive  in  all  grades 
and  are  highly  prized.  Most  Hawaiian commemoratives 
were  produced  with  a  somewhat  satiny  surface,  rather 
than  deep  frosty  lustre.  Today  the  majority  of  examples 
are  in  the  range  of  AU-50  to  MS-60  or  slightly  finer.  As 
noted,  most  of  the  half  dollars  were  distributed  to 
citizens  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  other  members  of 
the  public  rather  than  to  numismatists.  Relatively  few 
coins  were  preserved  with  care.  Pieces  in  higher  Mint 
State  levels  of  MS-63  or  above  are  especially  difficult 
to  find. 

Most  examples  show  contact  or  friction  on  the 
higher  areas  of  Captain  Cook’s  portrait  on  the  obverse 
and  on  the  legs  of  the  Hawaiian  chieftain  on  the 
reverse.  Some  coins  have  a  somewhat  satiny  surface, 
w'hereas  others  are  lustrous  and  frosty.  Beware  of  coins 
which  have  been  repeatedly  dipped  or  cleaned.  Prob¬ 
lem-free  examples  are  even  rarer  than  the  low  mintage 
indicates. 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  1,395 

1925  Lexington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  750 
1925  Lexington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

Debbie  McDonald,  who  with  Gail  Watson  is 
at  the  other  end  of  the  telephone  when  you 
call  to  order,  graduated  from  Lexington  High 
School — and  has  seen  the  reproduction  of 

the  belfry  pictured  on  this  coin . 675 

1918  Lincoln.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The 
reverse,  rather  complex  and  somewhat  “Vic¬ 
torian”  in  its  design,  is  to  us  engraver  John 
R.  Sinnock’s  finest  effort  on  a  legal  tender 

coin . 499 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly 

toned . 450 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning. ..  450 
1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  185 
1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  375 
1934  Maryland.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  199 
1934  Maryland.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  149 


Gem  1923-S  Monroe  Half  Dollar 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and 
frosty.  Really  a  nice  specimen  of  an  issue  that 
is  difficult  to  obtain  so  choice  (although  it  is 
very  plentiful  in  much  lower  grades).  2,250 
1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light 

champagne  surfaces . 439 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning .  585 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 339 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse 
with  lovely  album  toning  on  the  reverse.  479 
1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 


with  amber  peripheral  toning . 479 

1925  Norse-American  octagonal  medal  in  silver. 
Thin,  this  being  by  tar  the  scarcer  of  the  two 

varieties.  MS-62  (PCGS.  Brilliant .  279 

1928  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Re¬ 
cently  we  bought  a  little  hoard  of  these,  bur 
as  the  present  words  are  being  written  only 
two  coins  remain!  If  you  want  one,  you  might 

want  to  act  quickly! . 345 

1928  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant....  269 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly 

toned . 395 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant .  165 

1937-D  Oregon.  MS-60.  Brilliant .  135 


Gem  Panama-Pacific  Half  Dollar 
Lovely  MS-65 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  tinges  of  light  gold.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen,  which  incidentally  has  a 
repunched  mintmark  far  north  (Breen- 
7432).  Difficult  to  find  so  choice .  2,950 

Choice  and  Attractive 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific  50 <t 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned.  A  very  attractive  and  very 
choice  specimen  of  this  highly  important  is¬ 
sue  .  1,425 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-61  (ANACS). 
Soft  mottled  tones  of  orange  and  silver- 

blue . 395 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Struck 
to  observe  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  land¬ 
ing  of  the  Pilgrims .  550 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  149 


Remarkable  1921  Pilgrim  Half  Dollar 


1921  Pilgrim.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1  ruly 
remarkable  quality  for  this  popular  and  some¬ 
what  scarce  issue  which,  curiously,  seems  to 
celebrate  the  301st  anniversary  of  the  land¬ 
ing  of  the  Pilgrims  in  Plymouth.  Of  course, 
the  Norsemen  landed  and  explored  the  area 
hundreds  of  years  earlier,  but  their  accom¬ 


plishments  never  attracted  much  publican 
(except  among  scholars  at  Yale  and  else¬ 
where) . 2.150 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS)  Bril 
liant  centers  with  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing . 525 

1936  D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril 

liant . 229 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-67  ( Pc  GS).  Brilliant. 995 
1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant. ..  249 
1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  249 
1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  229 
1936  Robinson.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  109 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66  (NGC')  Lustrous 

light  golden  surfaces.  An  extraordinary  speci¬ 
men  of  this  low-mintage  issue.  Just  10,000 

were  distributed .  1,295 

These  lovely  and  now-rare  commemoratives  were 
ostensibly  issued  to  benefit  the  El  Paso  Museum,  hut 
in  reality  they  were  a  pet  project  of  L.W.  Hoffecker, 
a  man  of  amazing  ability  who  could  say  one  thing 
with  a  straight  face,  even  to  a  congressional  commit¬ 
tee,  and  then  privately  do  just  the  opposite.  He  was 
also  very  generous,  and  when  the  coins  were  minted 
he  donated  two  ( 2 — count  them — 2 )  pieces  to  the  El 
Paso  Museum.  For  good  measure,  later  he  served  as 
president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
(of  which  your  editor  was  also  a  later  president — 
collectively  a  group  of  men  and  women  who  over  the 
years  have  had  a  few  saints  and  a  few  scoundrels, 
with  lots  of  hard-working  individuals  constituting 
the  median). 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

A  lovely  gem  example  of  one  of  the  key  issues 
needed  to  complete  a  set  of  commemorative 
types  of  the  “classic”  era  1892-1954-  .  1,275 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 

choice,  and  thoroughly  appealing.  Always  in 
great  demand .  1,145 

1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  centers 

with  light  amber  peripheral  toning .  245 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ex¬ 
ceptionally  fine  grade  for  this  issue,  easily 

obtainable  in  lower  ranges .  595 

1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  245 
1936-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces .  279 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  cen¬ 
ters  with  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims. .  695 
1938-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  surfaces . 650 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly 
toned.  One  of  the  scarcer  commemorative 
half  dollars  of  this  era.  The  whole  batch  of 
minted  pieces  was  sent  by  air  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  north  to  the  distribution  site — in  an  era 
in  which  air  travel  was  such  a  novelty  that 
the  flight  was  described  in  detail  in  the  press 
(details  gratis  to  the  buyer  of  this  coin;  just 
ask  Gail  or  Debbie  to  have  QDB  send  you  a 

letter) . 675 

1947  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  centers  with  gold  peripheral  ton 

mg . 75 

1947- S  I3.T.YV.  MS-66  (Pt  'GS)  Brilliant.  598 

1948- D  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  478 
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1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  475 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  325 
1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  285 
1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  89 
1951-D  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  425 
1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  295 
1951-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

light  amber  peripheral  toning . 295 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  light 

champagne  surfaces . 695 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  209 


Gem  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  Dollar 
A  Key  Issue  in  the  Series 


1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  with  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre.  One  of  the  hardest  to  find  coins  in  the 
series .  10,750 


Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 


Desirable  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  Dollar 
The  Ultimate  Rarity 
Gem  Mint  State 


Wow!  Did  you  ever  see  such  a  selection  of 
gems?  Well,  probably  not!  In  this  issue  we  offer 
some  of  the  finest  gold  dollars  and  quarter  eagles 
that  we’ve  ever  seen.  Nearly  all  are  one-of-a- 
kind  for  us,  so  order  as  early  as  you  can. 

The  popularity  of  commemorative  gold  is¬ 
sues  from  the  classic  era — 1903  to  1926 — is 
growing  steadily.  This  exciting  series  consists  of 
just  13  different  date  and  type  combinations, 
some  of  them  highly  affordable,  and  some  of 
extreme  rarity.  There  is  no  better  time  than  the 
present  to  begin,  or  add  to,  a  collection  of  these 
popular  issues. 


1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Wonderful  lustre  highlighted  by 
bright  surfaces.  This  is  far  and  away  the  rar¬ 
est  of  the  commemorative  gold  dollars  in 
Mint  State.  Only  occasionally  do  we  have 
one  for  sale,  and  regarding  gems,  the  occa¬ 
sions  are  even  less  frequent.  A  fantastic  find 
for  the  specialist . 21,450 

Notes  on  1904-1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  Dollars 


Gem  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
With  Star 


1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Lustrous  and  lightly  toned  in  shades 
of  orange.  A  treat  to  the  eye,  a  lovely  speci¬ 
men  of  this  popular  gold  dollar . 3,995 


Choice  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 
With  Star 


1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Satiny  lustre.  A  very  attractive 
specimen  of  this  highly  desired  commemora¬ 
tive  gold  dollar . 3,395 


No  Star  1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar 


1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous .  3,995 


Coins  for  an  Exposition 

On  April  13,  1904,  a  congressional  act  provided 
the  following:  “The  secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall, 
upon  the  request  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Centennial 
and  American  Pacific  Exposition  and  Oriental  Fair 
Company  [a  name  setting  a  record  in  length  among 
coin  issuers  up  to  that  time],  cause  to  be  coined  at  the 
mints  of  the  United  States  not  to  exceed  250,000  gold 
dollars,  of  legal  weight  and  fineness,  to  be  known  as  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition  gold  dollar,  struck  in 
commemoration  of  said  exposition.” 

Farran  Zerhe,  the  entrepreneur  who  facilitated  the 
issuance  of  the  1 903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold 
dollars,  was  the  moving  force  behind  this  legislation  as 
well,  although  his  name  did  not  officially  appear  in 
connection  with  it.  The  authorized  quantity  of  a  quarter 
million  pieces  was  identical  to  that  approved  earlier  for 
the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  and  reflected  Zerbe’s 
hopes  and  aspirations  for  widespread  sales. 

The  1804-1806  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition 

Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  government  Captain 
Meriwether  Lewis  and  William  Clark  sought  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Missouri  River  to  report 
on  the  land  acquired  in  1803  by  the  Louisiana  Pur¬ 
chase.  Lewis,  a  young  man,  grew  up  in  Virginia  and 
participated  in  several  campaigns  against  the  Indians 
in  districts  to  the  west.  Lewis  was  known  to  Jefferson, 
who  appointed  him  as  his  personal  secretary  when  he 
became  president,  even  though  Lewis  had  difficulty 
spelling  even  simple  words.  It  is  believed  that  Jefferson 
hired  him  with  the  intention  of  using  him  in  Western 
exploration.  Later  Lewis  was  allowed  to  form  his  own 
party  to  explore  the  northwestern  area  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase.  He  selected  Wi  1 1  iam  Clark,  youngest  brother 
of  George  Rogers  Clark,  to  accompany  him  as  a  leader. 

Departing  from  River  Dubois,  near  St.  Louis,  on 
May  14,  1804,  the  Lewis  and  Clark  party  of  several 
dozen  men  carried  goods  (including  peace  medals, 
among  which  were  a  number  of  the  “Seasons  Medals” 
struck  for  the  second  administration  of  Washington) 


for  trade  and  presentation  to  Indians.  Supplies  and 
provisions  were  carried  in  three  large  canoes  and  on 
packhorses.  By  winter  the  group  reached  the  district  of 
the  Mandan  Indians  (where  Bismarck,  North  Dakota 
would  be  situated  later)  and  remained  there  until  the 
spring  thaw.  Departing  from  the  Mandans  on  April  7, 
1805,  the  expedition  continued  westward,  crossed  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  and  followed  the  Columbia  River  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  reaching  there  in  November,  laying 
the  foundation  for  the  United  States  later  to  claim  the 
territory  comprising  Oregon. 

Sacagawea,  a  Shoshone  Indian  whose  representa¬ 
tion  appears  on  the  modern  (2001)  “golden"  dollar, 
assisted  Lewis  and  Clark  as  an  interpreter  and  made 
part  of  the  journey  with  them.  The  explorers  wintered 
in  the  Columbia  River  area.  On  March  23,  1806,  they 
began  their  return  trip,  arriving  in  St.  Louis  on  Septem¬ 
ber  23rd,  having  traversed  approximately  8,500  miles. 
Captain  Meriwether  Lewis  and  William  Clark  were 
honored  by  Congress  and  given  government  offices  in 
the  West  and  tracts  of  land. 

The  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition 

Held  in  1905  in  Portland,  Oregon,  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Exposition  followed  on  the  heels  of  the  1904 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  and  as  a  result  did  not 
draw  much  national  attention,  particularly  as  both 
expositions  emphasized  the  same  historical  explora¬ 
tion.  The  event,  held  on  a  406-acre  site,  attracted  an 
estimated  2,500,000  visitors  from  opening  day  on  June 
1,  1905,  until  closing  on  October  14th.  Unlike  the  St. 
Louis  fair  of  the  preceding  year,  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Exposition  was  not  designated  by  Congress  as  an  inter¬ 
national  event,  and  no  official  government  invitations 
were  extended  to  foreign  nations  to  exhibit.  Notwith¬ 
standing  this,  16  countries  accepted  offers  from  the 
Exposition  itself. 

Seven  large  buildings,  many  smaller  ones,  and  the 
usual  concessions  and  midway  attractions  entertained 
visitors.  Exposition  exhibits  emphasized  natural  re¬ 
sources  including  fishing,  mining,  and  forestry,  but  arts 
and  manufacture  were  not  neglected.  The  Forestry 
Building,  measuring  over  200  feet  in  length  and  con¬ 
structed  of  native  Oregon  fir  including  some  logs  of  six 
or  more  feet  in  diameter,  was  a  focal  point  of  interest. 
After  the  Exposition  closed,  the  structure  was  main¬ 
tained  as  a  museum  of  the  lumber  industry.  In  the 
annals  of  fairs  in  the  United  States,  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Exposition  is  not  one  of  the  more  memorable. 
Numismatically,  however,  it  is  very  important. 

Design,  Production,  and  Distribution  of  the  Coins 

Charles  E.  Barber,  chief  engraver  of  the  Mint,  was 
named  to  prepare  designs  for  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
commemorative  gold  dollars,  creating  motifs  which 
consisted  of  a  portrait  on  the  obverse  of  Captain 
Meriwether  Lewis  and  on  the  reverse  his  explorer 
companion,  William  Clark,  both  apparently  taken 
from  portraits  in  oil  done  years  earlier  by  Charles 
Willson  Peale  (later  on  view  in  Independence  Hall, 
Philadelphia). 

Art  historian  Cornelius  Vermeule  was  no  admirer 
of  Barber’s  work  (or  George  T.  Morgan’s  either),  as 
noted  in  this  1971  commentary  in  his  Numismatic  Art 
in  America:  “The  lack  of  spark  in  these  coins,  as  in  so 
many  designs  by  Barber  or  Morgan,  stems  from  the  tact 
that  the  faces,  hair,  and  drapery  are  flat  and  the 
lettering  is  small,  crowded,  and  even." 

David  M.  Bullowa  in  The  Commemorative  Coinage 
of  the  United  States  told  the  story  of  production:  “Al¬ 
though  the  Mint  records  state  that  60,069  pieces  were 
struck,  25,028  dated  1904  and  55,041  dated  1905, 
these  figures  do  not  tell  the  true  story.  Of  the  25,028 
struck  in  September  1904  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
10,025  were  sold,  anil  1 5,005  were  melted  down  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint.  The  fair  management  ordered 
from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  10,000  pieces  dated  1905 
This  mint,  prior  to  its  summer  closing,  struck  an 
additional  25,000  during  March  and  June,  to  meet 
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possible  orders;  .ind  as  none  of  these  were  needed 
subsequently,  the  entire  25,000  were  melred.  In  other 
words,  about  1 0,000  of  each  date  were  distributed,  and 
40,000  of  the  60,000  pieces  stnick  were  returned  to  the 
melting  pot.” 

As  the  preceding  commentary  indicates,  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  coins  were  not  popular.  In  the  numismatic 
communiry  commemorative  gold  dollars  were  an  anath¬ 
ema,  and  collectors  who  had  recently  paid  $  3  each  for 
1 903-dated  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollars 
and  who  now  found  they  were  worth  $2  each  or  less  and 
virtually  unsalable  even  at  that  low  price,  were  not 
interested  in  buying  more  coins  of  the  same  denomina¬ 
tion,  even  though  the  issue  was  of  a  different  design. 
Apparently,  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollars  dated  1905, 
released  a  year  later,  were  even  less  popular. 

Very  little  information  concerning  the  1904  and 
1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollars  appeared  in  the 
numismatic  press,  and  it  can  be  supposed  that  the 
editor  of  The  Numismatist,  Dr.  George  F.  Heath,  who 
had  condemned  the  folly  of  the  earlier  1903-dated 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold  dollars,  simply 
elected  not  to  print  any  publicity  notices  that  Zerbe 
may  have  sent  in.  In  any  event  there  was  very  little  said 
about  the  1 904- 1 905  Lewis  and  Clark  coins  in  contem¬ 
porary  publications.  However,  the  July  1904  issue  of 
the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  noted  that  the  first 
25,000  of  the  new  souvenir  dollars  had  been  received 
by  the  First  National  Bank  of  Portland,  Oregon  from 
the  Philadelphia  Mint.  “They  will  be  sold  for  $2  each, 
and  to  the  purchaser  of  five  an  additional  one  will  be 
presented,”  the  account  related. 

The  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition  took  place  in 
Portland,  Oregon  in  1905,  so  the  idea  of  producing 
pieces  dated  1904  is  subject  to  question.  In  any  event, 
Zerbe,  who  did  not  have  a  permanent  address  and  who 
at  the  time  was  constantly  travelling  around  the  United 
States,  utilized  the  firm  of  D.M.  Averill  &.  Company, 
331  Morrison  Street,  Portland,  to  handle  orders  by 
mail,  whereas  Zerbe  himself  sought  to  sell  quantities  to 
dealers  by  mail  and  at  the  fair  in  1 905  to  the  general 
public.  Other  coins  were  sold  locally  through  banks 
and  other  outlets.  In  early  1905  Averill  offered  1904- 
dated  dollars  by  mail  at  $2.50  each  and  1905  pieces  for 
$2  each,  falsely  noting  concerning  the  1904  coins: 
“These  are  nearly  exhausted.”  Copying  the  strategy 
used  in  an  attempt  to  spur  sales  of  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  gold  dollars  at  the  St.  Louis  World's  Fair, 
Zerbe  also  offered  brooches,  stickpins,  and  even  silver 
spoons  in  which  the  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollars  were 
mounted. 

Relatively  little  else  is  known  concerning  the 
distribution  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollars,  and 
although  approximately  10,000  of  each  1904  and  1905 
were  saved  from  the  melting  pot,  today  the  coins  are 
much  rarer  than  these  figures  indicate.  Lewis  and  Clark 
Exposition  gold  dollars  are  at  least  several  times  rarer 
than  the  1903-dated  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition 
issues.  The  present  writer  supposes  that  relatively  few 
were  sold  to  numismatists  or  moved  in  bulk  to  dealers 
such  as  B.  Max  Mehl.  Instead,  judging  from  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  most  examples  known  today,  the  majority  must 
have  gone  to  the  general  public — if  not  at  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  Exposition  itself,  then  additionally  at  later 
fairs  and  expositions  in  which  Zerbe  maintained  con¬ 
cessions. 

Collecting  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition 
Gold  Dollars 

Most  extant  examples  of  1904  and  1905  Lewis  and 
Clark  Exposition  gold  dollars  show  evidence  of  han¬ 
dling.  T  ypical  grades  range  from  AU-  50  to  AU-58  with 
an  occasional  coin  grading  in  the  MS-60  to  MS-63 
range.  MS-64  coins  are  difficult  to  find,  and  MS-65 
pieces  are  rare.  It  is  usual  for  Mint  State  coins  to  have 
areas  of  prrxiflike  finish. 

The  1905-dated  issue  is  at  least  20%  scarcer  than 
the  1904  It  may  have  been  the  case  that  quantities  of 
1905  coins  in  the  possession  of  Zerbe  were  never 


officially  returned  (or  melting  but  were  simply  cashed 
in  at  face  value  or  melted  in  1933.  In  any  event,  among 
all  commemorative  gold  coins  of  this  denomination, 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  issues  of  1904  and  1905  are 
singularly  distinctive  for  their  rarity  in  higher  grades. 
They  are  far  rarer  than  any  other  commemorative  gold 
dollar  varieties. 

Lustrous  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Gold  $1 
Jefferson  Portrait 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  with  some  deep  golden  high¬ 
lights.  A  gem  specimen  of  this  very  popular 
issue.  The  distributor  was  Farran  Zerhe,  peri¬ 
patetic  numismatist  whose  name  was  later 
attached  to  the  Farran  Zerhe  Award,  the 
highest  honor  given  hy  the  ANA . 3,275 

Gem  1903  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
portrait.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstanding  lustre 
with  brilliant  surfaces .  3,575 

Pleasing  1916  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 


1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  with  orange-gold  surfaces.  ...  3,275 


Best  Out  of  five 

PCGS  recently  conducted  a  sur¬ 
vey  as  to  which  of  five  particular 
commemorative  half  dollars  were  the 
most  beautiful — admittedly  a  narrow 
selection,  hut  one  that  yielded  a  clear 
winner: 

13%  answered  Norfolk  (that 
beautiful  ship) 

3%  answered  Bay  Bridge  (that 
beautiful  bear) 

56%  answered  Oregon  Trail 
(that  beautiful  everything) 

1 7%  answered  Connecticut  (the 
beautiful  Charter  Oak) 

13%  answered  Texas  (Remem¬ 
ber  the  Alamo!) 

What’s  your  favorite? 


Gem  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar 


1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Smooth  satiny  surfaces.  Only  5000  pieces 
minted.  The  rarer  of  the  two  McKinley  dates 
by  far!  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 4,250 

Lovely  1915 -S  Panama-Pacific  Gold  Dollar 


191  5 -S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  attractive  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces . 3,275 

191  5-S  Panama-Pacific  $2.50 

Condition  Census 
Superb  Gem! 


191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-67 

(PCGS).  Orange-gold  surfaces  enhanced  hy 
satiny  lustre.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  pieces 
graded  hy  either  PCGS  or  NGC .  19,950 

Gem  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  $2.50 
Brilliant  and  Beautiful 


191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a  wonder¬ 
ful  strike.  Only  6,749  pieces  minted.  ..  7,485 


MS-65  Sesquicentennial  $2.50 


1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces .  4,675 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous .  1,029 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 
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Interesting  memorabilia 

Lafayette  Letter 

1825  Letter  by  Lafayette.  Complete  letter  in  the 
hand  of  the  Marquis  de  LaFayette,  written 
during  his  visit  to  America.  A  one-page  letter, 
written  on  one  side  (thus  ideal  tor  framing!), 
in  English,  dateline  York  (Pennsylvania),  Janu¬ 
ary  29,  1825,  and  with  the  following  text. 
“Here  1  am  with  two  gentlemen  of  the 
Baltimorian  Committee,  Mr.  Morris  (?)  and 
Mr.  Woodyear,  my  son  and  M.  Le  Valleur  on 
our  way  to  Harrisburg.  1  left  Richmond  for 
Norfolk  Wednesday  and  being  yesterday  in 
Baltimore,  thought  I  had  better  come  directly 
to  you  before  I  return  to  Washington  where  1 
must  be  next  Friday.  Tomorrow  Sunday  we 
wall  proceed  to  Harrisburg  and  get  ourselves 
there  as  privately  as  we  can,  on  account  of  the 
day,  but  not  so  privately  as  to  preclude  the 
pleasure  to  go  and  take  the  governor  by  the 
hand  as  soon  as  we  arrive.  My  plan  is  to  stay 
with  you  and  the  members  of  the  assembly 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  return  Wednesday 
morning  to  York,  to  see  it  in  day  time  after  ab¬ 
sence  of  48  years,  then  to  proceed  on  the  road 
to  Baltimore  so  as  to  go  there  early  to  dine  on 
Thursday.  I  take  the  liberty,  my  dear  sir,  with  a 
confidence  inspired  by  your  former  kindnesses 
to  tell  you  my  contemplation’s  in  this  private 
way,  and  I  anticipate  the  very  great  pleasure  to 
express  to  you  in  person  the  attachment  and 
respect  of  your  sincere  friend  Lafayette.”  At  that 
time  Lafayette,  French  hero  of  the  American 
Revolution,  was  well  into  his  American  tour. 
Congress  had  designated  him  as  The  Nation’s 
Guest.  A  beautiful  standalone  item  or  else  a 
nice  association  item  for  display  containing,  for 
example,  a  1900  Lafayette  commemorative 
dollar.  One  might  imagine  that  it  could  also  be 
a  great  display  item  in  a  museum  in  either  York 
or  Baltimore . 2,325 

Priceless  archive  relating  to  the  1936  Elgin 
commemorative  half  dollar:  correspondence 
from  Gloria  Rovelstad,  widow  of  the  sculp¬ 
tor,  Trygve  Rovelstad,  enclosing  a  file  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  commemorative  half  dollar  and 
other  items.  Included  are  telegrams  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  correspondence  from 
Trygve  Rovelstad,  etc.,  1936,  also  1942,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  commemorative  half  dollar,  its 
design,  the  models,  and  so  on.  Absolutely 
unique,  absolutely  irreplaceable .  2,400 

Collection  of  numismatic  items  pertaining  to 
famous  sculptor  Elizabeth  Jones.  Collection 
<  >f  Ms.  Elizabeth  Jones,  appointed  by  President 
Reagan  in  1981  as  the  11th  Chief  Sculptor 
and  Engraver  of  the  United  States  Mint.  Ms. 
Jones  was  also  the  first  woman  to  have  been 
appointed  to  this  position.  1  ler  artistic  ability 
has  been  equaled  by  few  others  in  America.  At 
one  time  Co  in  World  called  her  a  modern-day 
equivalent  of  the  legendary  Augustus  Saint- 


Gaudens.  1.  REAGAN,  RONALD.  Four 
Siened  photos,  color,  8  x  10”  and  10  X  8”, 
Washington,  November  9,  1981,  April  30, 
1982,  February  2,  1983  and  December  22, 
1988.  Each  photograph  features  President 
Reagan  and  Chief  Sculptor  Jones.  The  photos 
were  all  taken  at  The  White  House,  during 
Ms.  Jones’  term.  Signed  by  Ronald  Reagan. 
Official  White  House  Photographs,  a.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Jones  shaking  hands  with  President 
Reagan  at  White  House  reception,  November 
9,  198 1 .  b.  President  Reagan,  Donna  Pope  and 
Elizabeth  Jones  in  Oval  Office,  April  30,  1982. 
c.  President  Reagan,  Treasurer  Donald  Regan, 
Donna  Pope  and  Elizabeth  Jones  in  Oval  Of¬ 
fice,  February  3,  1983.  d.  President  Reagan 
shaking  hands  with  Elizabeth  Jones  in  the 
Oval  Office,  December  22,  1988.  Style  of  sig¬ 
natures  varies  over  the  years.  2.  Five  First 
Strike  Press  Kits  as  follows:  a.  Three  Statue  of 
Liberty  First  Strike  Kits,  $5  gold  piece,  Octo¬ 
ber  18,  1985,  including  the  signatures  of  James 
Baker  Ill,  Hawley  Oakes,  Katherine  D.  Ortega 
and  others,  on  one  of  the  programs:  decorative 
invitation.  October  19,  1986,  U.  S.  Assay 
Office,  San  Francisco,  CA  for  the  First  Strike 


ceremony  for  the  U.  S.  silver  bullion  coin.  b. 
Press  Kit  for  the  First  Strike  Gold  American 
eagle  gold  bullion  coin,  September  8,  1986, 
included:  Elizabeth  [ones  Ceremony  name  tag 
ribbon,  c.  Press  Kit  for  the  First  Strike  of  the 
1988  U.  S.  Olympic  Gold  Coin.  A  most  inter¬ 
esting  and  informative  collection.  Very  Fine 
condition  overall .  1,495 

Hoffecker’s  Personal  Medal 
Presidential  gold  medal  inscribed  1939  /  L.W. 
HOFFECKER  /  1941.  Medals  such  a§  this, 
struck  in  “coin  gold”  (.900  fine),  were  made  to 
give  to  the  current  president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  Hoffecker,  who 
served  the  term  from  1939  to  194 1 ,  was  earlier 
a  major  promoter  and  distributor  of  various 
commemorative  coinage  issues,  notably  the 
1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  and  1936  Elgin  issues. 
Unique,  of  course — with  Hoffecker  inscrip¬ 
tion.  A  centerpiece  for  any  commemorative 
exhibit  showcasing  “stories.”  .  1,500 

United  States  Bullion  Gold 

2000  Half  ounce  gold.  ($25).  MS-68  (PCGS).  229 
2000  One  ounce  gold  ($50).  MS68  (PCGS).  379 


Some  Thoughts  on  Ruins 


Recently  we  re¬ 
ceived  Boston  Ath¬ 
enaeum  Occasional 
papers,  Number  2, 

“Piranesi’s  Double 
Ruin,”  by  Richard 
Wendorf.  Giovanni 
Battista  Piranesi,  in 
the  18th  century  cre¬ 
ated  illustrations  of  ru¬ 
ins,  an  example  of 
which  is  shown  here, 
an  etching  of  1743 
from  Prima  Parte  (re¬ 
produced  from  the 
original  in  the  Houghton  Library, 
Harvard).  Incidentally,  membership  in 
the  Boston  Athenaeum,  one  of 
America’s  oldest  and  most  honored  li¬ 
braries,  is  open  to  all. 

This  particular  “paper”  actually  in 
the  form  of  a  small  booklet,  prompted 
us  to  thing  about  ruins  in  general  and 
their  connection  with  numismatics.  In 
the  British  series,  especially  on  the 
copper  conder  tokens  of  the  1 780s  and 
1790s,  there  are  a  number  of  depic¬ 
tions  of  ruins  of  old  churches,  abbeys, 
and  other  structures.  Contemplating 
ruins  was  a  popular  thing  to  do  in  En¬ 
gland  at  the  time,  and  some  private  es¬ 


tates  even  had  repre¬ 
sentations  of  ancient 
ruins  built  to  order  to 
decorate  gardens.  Some¬ 
where  in  our  library  we 
have  a  book  on  the 
general  topic,  The  Plea - 
sure  of  Ruins . 

In  the  United 
States,  there  seems  to 
have  been  virtually  no 
attention  paid  to  this 
subject,  perhaps  be¬ 
cause  buildings  are  not 
apt  to  be  as  old,  and  if 
in  ruins  they  are  likely  to  be  destroyed 
at  once.  The  1934-1938  Texas  Cen¬ 
tennial  half  dollar  illustrates  the  facade 
of  the  Alamo,  a  ruin  of  sorts,  but  more 
properly  called  a  more  or  less  intact 
but  unrestored  front.  The  ruins  from 
the  April  1906  earthquake  and  fire  in 
San  Francisco,  depicted  on  hundreds 
of  different  stereograph  cards  and  in 
many  books  and  postcards,  do  not 
seem  to  have  furnished  a  topic  for  any 
numismatic  item.  Nor,  in  our  minds 
eye,  can  we  conjure  any  memories  of 
ruins  being  depicted  on  federal  cur¬ 
rency.  Perhaps  obsolete  banknotes? 
We  don’t  know. 
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by  William  T.  Jones 


Collector 

Perspectives 
from  the  internet 


bserving  the  Internet 

For  the  past  decade  or  more, 
membership  in  traditional 
coin  clubs  has  been  declining.  Al¬ 
though  some  former  members  have 
dropped  out  of  these  organizations,  the 
main  area  of  concern  has  been  that 
fewer  young  people  are  joining  local 
clubs.  As  the  passage  of  time  takes  older 
club  members  from  us,  membership  in 
coin  clubs  has  become  alarmingly 
smaller. 

Although  a  lack  of  interest  may  be 
to  blame,  I  think  much  of  the 
decline  in  club  membership  is 
due  to  a  change  in  lifestyles.  As 
employers  demand  more  and 
more  hours  from  their  employ¬ 
ees,  it  leaves  less  time  in  the 
evening  for  leisure  pursuits.  At 
the  end  of  a  longer  workday 
there  is  less  energy  to  hop  in 
the  car  and  drive  to  a  club 
meeting. 

Yet  not  everything  is  doom 
and  gloom  with  respect  to  the  number 
of  new  collectors.  For  the  past  couple  of 
years  I  have  enjoyed  posting  to  the  Coin 
World  web  site,  which  is  located  at 
http://www.coinworld.  com/forum. asp. 
Although  this  site  does  attract  a  few 
postings  such  as,  “I  have  an  Indian 
penny.  What  is  it  worth?”  most  of  these 
discussions  involve  intermediate  to  ad¬ 
vanced  collectors.  Participating  in  these 
discussions  has  given  me  some  insights 
into  the  thoughts  and  desires  of  an  en¬ 
tirely  different  group  of  collectors.  Their 
perspectives  are  sometimes  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  from  mine,  and  it  has  been  inter¬ 
esting  to  observe  their  collecting  goals 
and  points  of  view. 


New  Mint  Products  Popular 

The  first  thing  that  really  struck  me 
was  how  eagerly  these  collectors  antici¬ 
pate  the  beginning  of  the  ordering  peri¬ 
ods  for  each  new  Mint  item.  Each  state’s 
mini  hag  of  quarters,  special  items  like 
this  year’s  Millennium  Set,  every  Proof 
and  mint  set  and  even  the  new  mint- 
sealed  rolls  of  coins  are  sources  of  an¬ 
ticipation  for  some  collectors. 

By  far  the  most  popular  items  are 
those  that  include  the  Sacagawea  dollar, 
especially  in  all  of  its  modified  forms. 


The  Sakie  dollars  from  the  2000  Mil¬ 
lennium  Sets  are  special  favorites,  in 
part  because  some  collectors  have  sold 
them  for  a  profit  over  the  Internet.  Yet 
beyond  the  profit  motive,  there  seems 
to  be  a  certain  awe  among  many  begin¬ 
ning  and  intermediate  collectors  for  the 
Sacagawea  dollar.  Their  interest  has 
even  eclipsed  the  attention  that  they 
once  gave  to  each  new  issue  of  the  state 
quarters.  I  find  this  odd,  because  in  my 
view  once  you  have  seen  one 
Sacagawea  dollar  you  have  pretty  much 
seen  them  all. 

Another  coin  that  has  captured 
many  collectors’  imaginations  is  the 
Buffalo  commemorative  silver  dollar 


coin.  There  are  some  great  expectations 
surrounding  this  coin  despite  its  high 
authorized  mintage  of  500,000  pieces. 
For  those  of  us  who  have  seen  the  buf¬ 
falo  silver  rounds  through  the  years,  this 
coin  does  not  seem  like  such  a  big  deal. 
Yet  its  release  is  a  much  anticipated 
event. 

These  collectors  are  very  tired  of  the 
old  designs  that  now  appear  on  our 
coins.  Some  would  like  to  go  hack  to 
the  classic  Buffalo  nickel,  Mercury  dime 
and  Walking  Liberty  half-dollar  motifs. 
Others  are  looking  to  hire  the  finest  art¬ 
ists  and  sculptors  in  the  land  to  come  up 
with  something  new  and  innovative. 
Although  it’s  far  from  unanimous  some 
collectors  are  very  emphatic  about  what 
they  don’t  want  to  see.  “No  more  dead 
people  on  coins,”  is  a  common  com¬ 
plaint. 

In  general  it  is  refreshing  to  see  so 
many  collectors  who  are  taking  an  active 
interest  in  their  hobby.  They  have  strong 
opinions,  and  their  comments  show  that 
they  have  put  some  thought  into  them. 
Still  there  are  some  area  of  concern. 

Hesitancy 

Some  collectors  are  very  hesitant  to 
venture  beyond  newly  issued  Mint  prod¬ 
ucts.  Far  from  buying  into  the  idea  that 
every  coin  in  a  slab  is  properly  graded,  a 
significant  number  of  these  collectors 
don’t  seem  to  trust  any  old  coin  that  is 
offered  outside  of  an  official  Mint  pack¬ 
age.  For  some  collectors  the  Mint  offers  a 
security  blanket  from  the  risks  of  the 
coin  market.  Perhaps  these  impressions 
have  influenced  the  recent  surge  in  de¬ 
mand  for  the  Uncirculated  Carson  City 
silver  dollars  in  GSA  holders. 

Reality 

Those  of  us  who  have  been  collec¬ 
tors  for  some  time  know  of  a  different 
situation.  Many  first  Mint  products 
have  failed  to  hold  their  value,  in  some 
cases  from  the  moment  of  their  release. 
Other  products  have  been  popular  for  a 
while  and  then  have  slipped  into  obscu¬ 
rity  as  collectors  have  moved  to  other 
things.  One  need  only  remember  the 
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tate  of  the  silver  Proof  1973  Eisenhower 
dollar,  the  Statue  of  Liberty  gold  com¬ 
memorative  set  and  the  PD&.S  1984 
Los  Angeles  Olympic  $10  gold  pieces  to 
know  that  some  Mint  products  can  be 
valuable  today  and  “worth  less”  tomor¬ 
row.  Still  others  of  us  can  remember 
getting  sub-par  or  low  quality  coins 
from  the  Mint  that  had  to  be  returned. 

Draining  Collectors’  Budgets 

Another  disturbing  aspect  is  that 
there  may  not  be  enough  incentive  for 
these  collectors  to  move  on  to  older 
coins  in  the  future.  Back  when  I  was  a 
young  numismatist  the  Mint  issued  Proof 
sets  and  mint  sets  every  year,  and  that 
was  it  as  far  as  new  coins  were  con¬ 
cerned.  Today  there  are  more  than 
enough  Mint  products  to  drain  the  entire 
budget  for  most  collectors  every  year. 

Beyond  the  normal  Proof  and  mint 
sets,  there  are  silver  Proof  sets,  com¬ 
memorative  coins  and  sets,  Proof  and 
Mint  State  Silver  Eagles,  Proof  and 
Mint  State  Gold  Eagles  and  platinum 
coins.  To  keep  up  with  all  of  this  new 
material  would  require  an  expenditure 
of  several  thousand  dollars  a  year.  And 
of  course  there  are  “surprise  hits”  like 
the  Botanic  Garden  and  the  Millen¬ 
nium  sets.  These  coins  have  made  head¬ 
lines  by  making  money  for  their  lucky 


purchasers  and  have  encouraged  others 
to  join  the  fun. 

This  leads  us  to  another  basic  ques¬ 
tion.  At  first  many  of  us  thought  that 
the  State  Quarter  Program  would  be  the 
launching  pad  for  thousands  of  new  col¬ 
lectors.  We  knew  that  it  would  take 
time  to  attract  these  folks  to  the  older 
coins.  Still  we  felt  that  at  least  a  portion 
of  them  would  be  drawn  to  the  hobby 
much  as  many  of  us  were  introduced  to 
coins  by  our  first  Lincoln  penny  boards. 

State  Quarters  Fading? 

Now  it  appears  that  the  State  Quar¬ 
ter  Program  is  on  the  back  burner. 
Other  items,  perhaps  with  more  profit 
potential,  are  more  interesting.  Some 
Coin  World  site  posters  have  even  com¬ 


plained  that  ALL  of  the  state  quarter 
program  designs  are  dull  and  uninterest¬ 
ing,  and  of  limited  collector  interest. 

This  is  an  unwarranted  criticism  in 
my  view.  Sure  some  pieces  like  the 
Pennsylvania  and  Georgia  quarters 
have  been  bland.  But  others  like  the 
Delaware,  Connecticut,  Massachusetts, 
North  Carolina,  and  Virginia  pieces  are 
quite  attractive.  1  even  like  the  Old 
Man  on  the  Mountain  that  appears  on 
the  New  Hampshire  quarter,  but  I  guess 
I  am  in  the  minority  on  that  one. 

Still  it  is  positive  that  so  many  poten¬ 
tial  collectors  have  purchased  quarter 
boards  and  albums.  Even  my  mother-in- 
law  is  collecting  a  set  of  state  quarters.  In 
the  end  perhaps  the  sheer  enthusiasm  for 
the  hobby,  which  many  of  us  share,  will 
work  its  way  into  the  minds  of  these  new 
collectors.  Perhaps  those  of  us  who  have 
been  dedicated  to  this  hobby  for  a  long 
time  will  be  able  to  guide  them  into  new 
areas.  If  would  be  a  lot  easier  to  do  that  if 
we  could  meet  these  folks  face  to  face  at 
a  coin  club,  but  perhaps  we  will  be  able 
to  devise  something  similar  on  the 
Internet.  I  know  that  it  will  be  worth  our 
while  to  try. 

From  “Bill’s  Numismatic  Notes"  ( pub - 
lished  by  William  T.  Jones,  Box  1314, 
Boston,  MA  02117)  and  reprinted  by  per - 
mission. 


Did  You  Know?  about  People,  past  and  present 


•  Augustus  Humbert,  well 
known  coiner  of  1851  and  1852  $50 
gold  coins,  was  once  a  watch  maker. 
So  was  Sylvester  S.  Crosby,  author  of 
The  Early  Coins  of  America,  1875. 

•  F.W.  Doughty,  author  of  a 
book  on  large  copper  cents,  wrote 
books  for  boys  and  film  scenarios. 
Also,  his  middle  name  was  Worces¬ 
ter. 

•  Ed  Rochette,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  ANA,  was  once  a  car¬ 
toonist  for  Numismatic  News.  Ed 
Rochette  is  also  an  expert  on — 
“The  envelope,  please”:  Sherlock 
Holmes. 

•  B.  Max  Mehl’s  first  name  was 
Benjamin. 


•  Mint  Director  Jay  Johnson 

served  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives.  His  district  included 
Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  home  of  the 
Packers. 

•  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  founder  of  the 
Numismatic  Scrapbook,  was  once  a 
movie  theatre  usher. 

•  Ed  Reiter,  popular  columnist 
and  personality  for  the  magazine 
COINage,  also  writes  poetry, 
sings,  composes  music,  crafts 
crossword  puzzles,  a  man  of  many 
fine  talents. 

•  Mike  Sherman,  who  for  Col¬ 
lectors  Universe  keeps  an  eye  on 
the  business  aspects  of  PCGS  and 
other  certification  services,  has 


one  of  the  finest  collections  of  an¬ 
tique  radio  and  television  sets  in 
existence. 

•  Lyn  Knight,  the  currency  guru 
for  Collectors  Universe,  is  also  an  ac¬ 
knowledged  expert  on  Art  Nouveau 
prints  and  craft  items — Mucha  post¬ 
ers  and  the  like. 

•  Bob  Womack,  said  to  have 
been  the  discoverer  of  gold  at 
Cripple  Creek  in  1891,  is  now  me¬ 
morialized  in  the  name  of  a  gam¬ 
bling  casino  in  that  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  town. 

•  Max  Humbert,  founder  and 
principal  of  Paramount  Interna¬ 
tional  Coin  Corporation,  was  also 
once  a  professional  telegrapher. 
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Territorial  and 
Private  gold  Coins 


Although  gold  had  been  discovered  north  of 
Los  Angeles  in  the  early  1840s  and  hy  Native 
Americans  even  earlier,  it  was  the  finding  of  a 
fateful  gold  flake  on  January  24,  1848  in  the  race 
of  John  Sutter’s  sawmill  on  the  American  River 
near  Sacramento  that  precipitated  the  “Gold 
Rush.”  Soon,  nuggets  were  found  along  the 
banks  and  in  the  sandbars  of  the  same  river, 
word  spread,  and  in  December  1849  the  first 
samples  from  the  new  California  gold  fields 
reached  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 

In  late  1848  and  early  1849  the  world  was 
electrified  as  accounts  were  published  that  a 
week’s  work  at  the  “diggins”  in  California  could 
well  yield  a  fortune  and  that  nuggets  were  just 
waiting  to  be  picked  up.  Tens  of  thousands  of 
Americans  went  to  California  overland  and  hy 
sea,  and  others  came  from  the  Sandwich  Islands 
(Hawaii),  England,  and  other  parts  of  the  globe. 
San  Francisco,  formerly  a  quiet  little  port  and 
military  outpost,  became  the  focal  point  of  com- 
mercial  activity  and  the  jumping-off  spot  for 
inland  explorations. 

Monetary  conditions  in  San  Francisco  were 
chaotic.  Coins  in  circulation  consisted  primarily 
of  silver  and  gold  (but  no  copper)  pieces  of  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  not  enough  to  take 
care  of  the  burgeoning  commerce  caused  hy  the 
tremendous  influx  of  immigrants.  As  gold  was 
returned  from  the  streams  and  mines,  it  became 
a  medium  of  exchange  hy  the  “pinch”  for  small 
transactions  and  the  weighing  of  gold  dust  for 
larger  exchanges.  Standards  of  quality  and  fine¬ 
ness  varied,  as  did  the  accuracy  of  scales  and  the 
integrity  of  merchants  and  hankers. 

The  nearest  United  States  Mint  was  at  New 
Orleans,  a  trip  of  many  weeks’  duration  and  un¬ 
certain  safety  and  fortune  via  ship  down  the 
Pacific  Coast  to  Panama,  across  mosquito-in¬ 
fested  lands,  and  then  hy  steamer  through  the 
Caribbean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Clearly,  Califor¬ 
nia  needed  its  own  minting  facilities. 

In  1849  several  private  firms  set  up  coining 
factories.  In  1850  California  became  a  state,  and 
after  that  time  numerous  petitions  were  sent  to 
far-off  Washington  to  have  a  mint  established  in 
San  Francisco.  However,  the  commercial  hard¬ 
ships  and  emergencies  in  California  were  not  of 
primary  concern  to  the  mostly  eastern  senators 
and  representatives,  and  progress  was  slow. 


Eventually,  a  United  States  assayer  (Augustus 
Humbert)  was  appointed  and  the  United  States 
Assay  Office  of  Gold  was  established,  hut  certain 
other  government  agencies  would  not  recognize 
its  coins,  and  the  situation  was  less  than  satisfac¬ 
tory.  Finally,  in  1854  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
became  a  reality,  hut  it  was  not  until  1856  that 
sufficient  coin  was  produced  there  to  render  un¬ 
necessary  coins  from  private  minters. 

Meanwhile,  the  years  1849-1855  saw  various 
individuals,  assayers,  bankers,  and  entrepreneurs 
try  their  hand  at  coining.  Some  firms  (Moffat 
being  an  example)  did  their  best  to  turn  out 
coins  of  good  weight  and  value.  Others  (Baldwin 
being  an  example)  were  somewhat  lighter  in 
weight  and  proclaimed  as  exploitative  hy  San 
Francisco  newspapers,  although  in  some  in¬ 
stances  such  accounts  smacked  of  partiality  and 
incomplete  investigations. 

Most  coins  struck  were  of  the  denominations 
$5,  $10,  $20,  and  $50,  the  latter  being  known  as 
“slugs”  and  usually  in  octagonal  form  (although 
two  round  issues  were  made). 

During  the  period  from  1849  to  the  early 
1860s,  many  of  these  California  issues  were 
shipped  as  bullion  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
where  they  were  melted.  A  few  interesting  pieces 
were  saved  now  and  then  for  the  Mint  Cabinet, 
hut  most  were  destroyed.  Others  were  melted  at 
the  mints  at  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco.  By 
1861,  most  private  California  gold  coins  no 
longer  existed. 

If  you  like  California  gold  coins,  you’ll  love 
the  forthcoming  hook  hy  Q.  David  Bowers,  A 
California  Gold  Rush  History  featuring  the  trea¬ 
sure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America.  Although  we 
have  no  way  of  knowing,  we  would  not  be  sur¬ 
prised  if  this  volume  were  to  dramatically 
increase  numismatic  interest  in  all  coins  associ¬ 
ated  with  this  epic  period  in  American  history. 
Those  who  have  read  some  of  the  manuscript 
have  been  very  enthusiastic.  As  these  words  are 
being  written,  the  manuscript  is  completed  and 
our  Graphics  Department  is  in  the  midst  of  lay¬ 
ing  it  out. 

COMING  ATTRACTION:  We  have  ac¬ 
quired  a  nice  selection  of  Cold  Rush  paper  items 
from  the  1850s — stock  certificates,  checks,  etc., 
great  for  display.  We  hope  to  he  able  to  publish 
a  listing  soon,  hut  the  project  is  labor-intensive. 


1851  Augustus  Humbert  Octagonal  $50 
880  THOUS.  Variety 
Lettered  Edge 

The  Classic  California  Gold  “Slug” 


1851  Augustus  Humbert  octagonal  $50  gold, 
San  Francisco.  880  THOUS.  Lettered 
edge.  AU-58.  Accompanied  by  PCGS  ticket 
for  AU-58,  but  removed  from  holder  for  pho¬ 
tography.  A  piece  of  hand-selected  quality 
(hy  QDB)  with  original  lustre,  excellent  im¬ 
pressions  of  stamps  and  devices,  and  in  all 
other  ways  a  very  special  example!  ...  29,850 

Minting  an  1851  $50 

The  large  and  impressive  lettered  edge  $50  coins 
made  in  February  185 1  were  created  hy  a  very  compli¬ 
cated  process  involving  the  following  separate  steps 
once  the  planchet  was  produced: 

Step  1 .  The  obverse  and  reverse  motifs  were  stamped 
from  a  pair  of  dies.  These  dies  had  been  made  in  New 
York  City  by  Humbert  and  brought  with  him  to  Cali¬ 
fornia.  The  obverse  features  an  eagle  holding  a  shield, 
perched  on  a  rock,  with  a  thin  ribbon  inscribed  LIB¬ 
ERTY  in  its  beak.  Above  is  a  blank  ribbon  suitable  for 
inscription.  The  dies  of  this  style  were  the  work  of 
Charles  Cushing  Wright.  Inscriptions  on  these  pat¬ 
terns  as  well  as  the  first  octagonal  ingots  produced  for 
circulation  have  simply  the  letters  D  C  DWT.  GRS.  It 
was  intended  that  the  value  in  dollars  and  cents  and  the 
weight  in  pennyweights  and  grains  could  simply  be 
stamped  in  the  place  provided.  In  this  way  ingots  of 
$50,  $100,  $200,  or  any  other  desired  denomination 
could  be  produced,  differing  from  each  other  only  hy 
size,  weight,  and  fineness,  hut  incorporating  the  same 
stamp.  •  The  reverse  is  of  a  geometric  “engine  turned” 
design  similar  to  that  used  on  a  watch  case,  and  reflects 
Augustus  Humbert's  skill  as  a  maker  of  such  cases— one 
of  the  occupations  he  had  followed  in  New  York  City. 

Steps  2-4  The  fineness  was  hand-stamped  on  the 
obverse  with  three  separate  numeral  punches. 
Finenesses  known  to  have  been  thus  applied  include 
880  (usually  seen)  and  887. 

Step  5.  The  value  (50)  was  hand  stamped  on  the 
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obverse,  from  a  single  punch.  Tins  punch  was  also  used 
to  stamp  50  on  the  reverse  of  some  issues. 

Steps  6-13.  In  eight  separate  operat  ions  each  of  the 
eight  edge  faces  was  stamped  with  a  logotype  punch, 
the  eight  punches  reading  incuse:  AUGUSTUS  / 
HUMBERT  /  UNITED  /  STATES  /  ASSAYER  /  OF 
GOLD /CALIFORNIA  / 1851 .  There  was  no  particu¬ 
lar  standard  starting  or  stopping  place  for  the  inscrip¬ 
tions,  and  the  position  of  a  given  part  of  the  inscription 
varies  with  relation  to  its  position  to  design  elements. 
Most  have  inverted  inscriptions  in  relation  to  the 
obverse.  •  If  there  was  a  favorite  starting  and  stopping 
place  it  was  with  1851  in  the  6  o’clock  position  (as 
viewed  from  the  obverse),  ASSAYER  to  the  left  in  the 
7:30  position,  etc.,  continuing  the  inscription  clock¬ 
wise.  More  pieces  have  been  seen  with  this  arrange¬ 
ment  than  with  any  other — but,  as  noted,  there  seems 
to  have  been  no  rule  in  this  regard. 

Thus,  it  took  at  least  1 3  steps  to  create  one  of  the 
early  $50  pieces. 


Important  1850  Dubosq  &  Co.  $10 


1850  Dubosq.  $10.  VG-8  (PCGS).  Light  yeL 
low  gold  surfaces.  Although  both  obverse  and 
reverse  have  light  pitting  and  hairlines,  and 
have  been  tooled,  the  fact  remains  that  this 
is  one  of  the  most  important,  most  desirable 
territorial  gold  coins  available.  Of  course, 
your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed  as  always.  The 
issues  of  Dubosq  and  Company  were  appar¬ 
ently  of  better  quality  than  most  of  their 
competitors.  Assays  of  various  gold  coins  pre¬ 
pared  by  Augustus  Humbert  and  by  Joseph 
Eckfeldt  and  William  DuBois  independently 
found  that  the  gold  content  of  Dubosq  coins 
was  less  than  one  percent  below  true  value. 
These  assay  reports  explain  in  part  the  scar¬ 
city  of  this  issue,  as  most  were  turned  in  for 
melting .  49,500 


Very  Rare  1855  Wass  Molitor  $20 


1855  Wass  Molitor.  $20.  K-7.  Rarity-5.  Small 
Head.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium 
yellow  gold  with  lots  of  remaining  lustre  and 
some  faint  coppery  highlights  near  design  el¬ 
ements.  Scattered  marks  commensurate  with 
the  grade,  hut  none  are  serious  and  the  over¬ 
all  impression  is  much  finer  than  many  large 
territorial  gold  coins  of  similar  grade.  This  is¬ 


sue  is  seen  very  infrequently,  and  an  adjustment 
in  the  Kagin  rarity  rating  of  High  Rarity-5  may 
he  called  for  (or,  conversely,  perhaps  others 
need  to  he  lowered  so  the  proper  relative  bal¬ 
ance  remains).  Tins  specimen  is  undoubtedly 
among  tire  finest  extant  of  this  rare  type  and  ad¬ 
vanced  specialists  should  consider  this  opportu¬ 
nity  carefully . 47,250 

Glorious  1855  Kellogg  $50  Proof 

Original;  one  of  about  12  Known 


1855  Kellogg  and  Company  round  $50.  Proof- 
62  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example  with 
deeply  mirrored  orange-gold  surfaces  and  lus¬ 
trous  yellow  gold  devices.  This  combination 
results  in  a  most  desirable  cameo  appearance.  A 
few  light  hairlines  and  abrasions  are  noted 
along  with  die  polishing  lines  and  extensive  lint 
marks  as  struck.  When  we  offered  a  different 
example  in  the  Eliasherg  Sale  in  1996,  we  sug¬ 
gested  that  1 1  different  examples  are  known. 
The  obverse  die  was  signed  by  Ferdinand 
Gruner,  whose  name  appears  on  the  neck  trun¬ 
cation.  It  is  probable  that  Gruner  also  prepared 
the  reverse  die.  He  was  apparently  well-known 
and  respected  in  San  Francisco  for  his  engrav¬ 
ing  talents,  although  the  editor  (QDB)  has  not 
been  able  to  locate  much  concerning  his  other 
die  work  (comments  are  welcome!).  This  ex¬ 
ample  is  pedigreed  to  the  Amon  Carter  sale  of 
January  1984 .  199,000 

A  Sketch  of  Kellogg  &  Co. 

John  Glover  Kellogg  worked  for  Moffat  and  Com¬ 
pany  after  his  arrival  in  San  Francisco  in  the  autumn  of 
1849.  He  teamed  with  G.F.  Richter,  who  worked  for 
the  U.S.  Assay  Office  prior  to  its  being  discontinued  in 
December  1853.  San  Francisco  suffered  from  a  lack  of 
sufficient  coin  after  the  Assay  Office  closed  as  private 
firms  ceased  striking  gold,  much  of  the  private  gold  was 
melted  or  shipped  out  of  California,  and  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  had  not  started  production. 

Curtis,  Perry  6t  Ward,  the  partnership  that  once 
operated  the  U.S.  Assay  Office,  took  control  of  Moffat 
and  Company.  In  early  1854  the  firm  signed  a  contract 
with  the  government  and  sold  its  building  and  machin¬ 
ery  to  be  used  as  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 

During  the  coin  shortage  in  early  1854  a  group  of 
bankers  and  businessmen  persuaded  Kellogg  and  Rich¬ 
ter  to  issue  gold  coins  on  a  private  basis,  assuring  rhe 
partners  that  the  coins  would  meet  a  warm  reception  in 
commerce.  It  took  only  10  days  for  Kellogg  Co.  to 
answer  the  plea  with  production  of  $20  gold  pieces. 
The  first  Kellogg  coins  were  issued  February  9,  1854, 
about  two  months  before  gold  coins  were  made  at  the 
new  branch  mint  operated  by  Uncle  Sam. 


Kellogg  and  Richter  dissolved  in  late  1854.  rrorga 
mzmg  as  Kellogg  and  Humbert,  the  new  partner  being 
none  other  than  Augustus  Humbert,  who  formerly  cat 
ned  the  title  United  Slates  A.vsayer  of  C  Jold,  ( I  if  •  >mia, 
and  whose  imprimatur  had  appeared  on  the  well-knt iwn 
octagonal  $50 gold  pieces.  Production  was  limited  at  the 
new  branch  mint  because  of  copper  shortages  and  proh 
lems  with  refining,  although  quite  a  few  1 854-8  $10and 
$20  pieces  cascaded  from  rhe  presses.  Only  a  few  1854 
S  $2.50  and  $5  coins  were  made,  and  today  these  arc 
recognized  as  extreme  rant  ies.  Meanwhile,  Kelli  igg  pieces 
helped  fill  rhe  vacuum  and  were  produced  in  greater 
quantity  in  1855  than  in  the  preceding  year.  An  article 
in  a  San  Francisco  newspaper  in  May  of  1855  stated  that 
Kellogg  &c  Co.  was  supplying  over  50%  more  coins  than 
the  government  mint. 

These  1855  Kellogg  issues  proved  to  be  the  last 
coins  struck,  although  the  partnership  lasted  until 
1860.  The  company  produced  about  six  million  dollars 
in  $20  coins.  Edgar  H.  Adams  in  Private  Gold  Coinage 
of  California ,  1 849- 1 855 ,  commented  that  a  large  num 
her  of  these  wfere  lost  “by  the  sinking  of  a  steamer  in  the 
Pacific  on  its  way  from  San  Francisco  to  New  York  ." 

Kellogg  pieces  were  universally  accepted  and  many 
banks  sent  bullion  to  Kellogg  and  Richter  to  be  con¬ 
verted  into  gold  coins.  A  run  on  banks  in  1855  was 
stayed  by  $400,000  in  gold  supplied  by  Kellogg  and  Co. 

On  August  20,  1857,  certain  gold  ingots  made  by- 
Kellogg  &  Humbert  left  San  Francisco  aboard  the  S.S 
Sonora,  connecting  to  Panama  City,  then  overland  48 
miles  on  the  Panama  Railroad  to  Aspinwall  on  the 
Atlantic  side,  then  to  the  S.S.  Central  America — and 
then,  on  September  12,  1857,  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea. 
Certain  of  these  ingots  are,  of  course,  among  those  recov¬ 
ered  from  the  treasure  and  are  offered  for  sale  by  us  today. 

California  Small 
Denomination  Gold 

Octagonal  Dollar 

1871  dollar.  Breen-Gillio  1109.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 


Bob  Chandler  writes 

The  following  is  excerpted  from 
a  recent  letter  from  Robert  J.  Chan¬ 
dler,  distinguished  curator  of  the 
Wells  Fargo  Museum  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco: 

1  enjoyed  the  article  tn  a  past 
Rare  Coin  Review  about  Poca¬ 
hontas,  your  cigar  store  Indian.  I’m 
sure  she  will  love  “living”  at  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  offices. 

As  a  dedicated  collector  of  Gold 
Rush  memorabilia  and  also  of  coins, 

I  feel  that  all  of  the  minute  numbers 
given  to  grading,  such  as  MS-63, 
MS-64,  MS-65,  MS-66,  and  so  on, 
largely  take  the  fun  out  of  collect¬ 
ing.  A  fellow  collector  of  California 
items  remarked  to  me  that  plastic 
encasements  do  not  allow  him  to 
really  “feel"  the  Days  of  Old,  rhe 
Days  of  Gold,  the  Days  of  ’49! 
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Question 
&  Answer 
Forum 


Q(  Adapted  from  a  longer  ex¬ 
change)  I  am  a  bit  puzzled 
that  in  the  grading  of  United 
States  coins  there  are  so  many  differ¬ 
ent  interpretations,  and  that  standards 
do  not  seem  to  be  well  defined.  I  have 
reflected  upon  this,  and  I  think  the 
difference  may  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  all  graduate  gemologists  in  the 
United  States  or  for  that  matter  the 
world,  receive  their  training  from  one 
source  (GIA)  with  a  uniform  set  of 
standards. 

1  realize  that  this  is  not  the  case  in 
the  field  of  numismatics.  Perhaps  it  is 
time  for  the  numismatics  field  to  start 
to  think  in  that  direction,  particularly 
in  light  of  the  recent  resurgence  of 
coin  collecting  as  a  hobby.  I  can  envi¬ 
sion  the  Numismatic  Institute  of 
America  (NIA)  with  Dave  Bowers  as¬ 
suming  the  same  type  of  leadership 
role  that  Dick  Liddicoat 
has  at  the  Gemological  In¬ 
stitute  of  America  (GIA). 

Oh  well,  it  is  okay  to 
dream.  Anyway,  thank  you 
for  your  response.  — P.S. 

A  I  am  not  sure 
there  is  an  an¬ 
swer  for  coin 
grading.  If  there  is  one,  cer¬ 
tainly  your  idea  of  having  a 
single  central  authoritative 
“institute”  is  as  good  as  any  I  have  heard. 
However,  there  are  so  many  financial 
complications  that  it  may  be  too  late  to 
turn  back. 

Today,  the  Official  ANA  Grading 
Standards,  for  which  I  wrote  many  of 
the  introductory  comments,  uses  words 


in  an  attempt  to  define  certain  grades — 
such  as  for  a  coin  having  “many”  marks, 
or  “a  few”  marks,  etc.  The  trouble  is 
that  there  is  no  quantitative  definition, 
and  yet  the  use  of  grading  numbers  such 
as  MS-60,  MS-61, 
etc.,  implies  a  quan¬ 
titative  study,  or  at 
least  a  scientific  pro¬ 
cedure. 

I  have  heard 
many  fine  things 
about  the  Gem- 
ological  Institute  of 
America,  hut  must 
admit  that  I  know 
very  little  about  it. 

If  there  are  tech¬ 
niques  that  would 
benefit  numismatics,  it  would  be  my 
suggestion  that  the  Professional  Numis¬ 
matists  Guild,  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association,  or 
other  unbiased  non-profit 
organization  investigate 
and  learn  more. 

While  grading  is  cer¬ 
tainly  important  in  nu¬ 
mismatics,  it  is  often  over¬ 
emphasized.  Many  other 
fine  fields  of  collecting — 
such  as  stamps,  postcards, 
prints,  books,  antique  au¬ 
tomobiles,  Tiffany  lamps, 
etc. — draw  many  excited, 
enthusiastic  participants,  but  do  not 
have  complicated  grading  systems. 

Perhaps  numismatics  should  “go 
hack  to  the  basics.”  Really,  we  cannot 
return  to  yesterday,  but  I  do  believe 
there  is  room  for  a  lot  of  education  and 
definition  in  the  field  of  grading. 


QIs  the  Fayette  (“Yankee”) 
Robinson  for  whom  you  are 
seeking  research  information 
the  same  Fayette  Robinson  whose  rare 
book,  California  and  Its  Qold  Regions, 
published  in  New  York  in  1849,  is  in 
my  library?  — D.P. 

A  No,  “Yankee”  Robinson,  born 
Fayette  Lodawick  Robinson  in 
Honeoye  Falls,  New  York,  on 
May  2,  1818,  was  a  different  man, 
whose  career  was  in  the  circus  and  as  a 
stage  performer.  He  is  well  known  for 
his  counter-stamped  half  dollars,  mostly 
dated  in  the  1850s,  and 
for  his  1863-dated  Civil 
War  tokens. 

Yankee  Robinson 
does  not  seem  to  have 
been  much  of  a  writer, 
or  at  least  no  articles  by 
him  have  been  located, 
much  less  a  hook.  Most 
informa¬ 
tion  about 
him  in 
print  is  from  interviews 
and  newspaper  articles. 

QWhat  is  a  cameo  Proof  as  op¬ 
posed  to  a  non-Cameo  Proof? 
I  have  been  collecting  coins 
since  1983,  but  have  come  across  the 
term  only  recently.  — M.M.L. 

A  Cameo  Proof,  recently  popu¬ 
larized  by  the  grading  services 
hut  known  earlier,  simply  re¬ 
fers  to  a  Proof  which  has  deep  mirror 
fields  and  a  frosty  portrait  and  other  fea¬ 
tures  in  relief.  In  general,  all  silver  and 
gold  Proofs  from  the  mid- 19th  century 
to  the  early  20th  century  are  Cameo 
Proofs,  until  the  Matte  Proof  format  be¬ 
came  standard  (with  the  Lincoln  cent 
in  1909,  the  Buffalo  nickel  in  1913,  and 
gold  coins  in  1908).  Exceptions  are  cer¬ 
tain  coins,  especially  for  the  year  1901, 
in  which  the  portrait  part  of  the  die  was 
polished  in  the  die — giving  Miss  Liberty 
a  “shiny"  rather  than  “frosty"  appear- 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect 
of  American  numis - 
mattes .  All  will  be 
answered  privately  by 
Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff ,  and  selected 
questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER  2001 


68 


Rare  coin  Review  i-h 


Question  and  answer  forum 


ance.  A  few  other  exceptions  occur 
here  and  there. 

Among  modern  Proof  coins  from 
1936  to  1942  and  from  1960-1964  and 
1968  to  date,  many  if  not  most  coins 
before  the  1970s  were  made  with  “shiny 
features,  and  frosty  Cameo  Proofs  are 
rare  and  in  some  instances  quite  expen¬ 
sive.  Among  current  coins  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Mint,  Cameo  Proofs  are 
the  rule.  Today,  the  quality  of  Proofs 
turned  out  by  the  Mint  is  at  an  all-time 
high,  due  in  part  to  the  sharp  eyes  and 
demand  for  high  grades  from  the  Mint’s 
clientele. 

Q Thank  you  for  your  quick 
reply  to  my  letter  about 
what  1  thought  was  a  White 
&  Swann  token  and  also  for  the  ex¬ 
tended  information  you  sent  me  about 
White  &  Swann,  which  I  found  to  be 
very  interesting.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
my  token  says  “10”  on  both  sides. 
Would  you  happen  to  have  any  gut 
feelings  as  to  what  my  token  may  be? 
Do  you  feel  it  may  be  worth  doing 
more  research  on  the  token? 

I  also  have  a  ques¬ 
tion  on  a  different  sub¬ 
ject.  At  a  recent  coin 
show  I  purchased  a 
copy  of  United  States 
Pattern,  Trial,  and  Ex¬ 
perimental  Pieces,  by 
Edgar  H.  Adams  and 
William  H.  Woodin 
(the  book  is  a  second 
printing,  September 
1959. by  World  Num- 
ismatiques,  Inc.  Day- 
ton,  Ohio).  My  ques¬ 
tion  is  this,  has  anyone  compiled  a 
cross-over  list  of  the  pattern  numbers? 
It  seems  that  all  patterns  listed  today 
use  the  Pollock  and  Judd  number,  but 
never  the  Adams-Woodin  numbers.  I 
realize  the  Judd  book  took  over  where 
Adams-Woodin  left  off  and  the  Pol¬ 
lock  book  for  Judd. 

If  you  could  tell  me  where  I  could 
find  a  list  it  would  be  appreciated.  I 


would  pay  for  any  copy  fees  if  need  be. 
Regards,  — T.H.C. 

A  Your  best  bet  is  to  acquire  a 
copy  of  Andrew  W.  Pollock’s 
United  States  Patterns  and  Re - 
lated  Issues,  which  we  and  other  numis¬ 
matic  booksellers  have  available  (we 
published  it  in  1994).  This  gives  cross- 
references  to  both  the  Judd  and  Adams- 
Woodin  numbers.  Alternatively,  if  you 
do  not  want  to  purchase  a  copy,  you  can 
borrow  one  free  of  charge  from  the 
ANA  Library  in  Colorado  Springs. 

You  might  also  want  to  acquire  a 
copy  of  the  Judd  book,  now  out  of  print 
(we  were  the  distributor  for  the  final 
editions,  including  the  7th).  Any  dealer 
in  out-of-print  coin  hooks  should  be 
able  to  help. 

When  1  was  a  kid  1  memorized  many 
of  the  Adams-Woodin  numbers,  and 
even  today  I  tend  to  “think”  in  A-W 
numbers,  such  as  AW-264  for  the  1858 
transitional  Indian  cent.  I  suppose  I  will 
always  “think”  in  Sheldon  numbers  for 
large  cents,  and  never  become  as  famil¬ 
iar  with  the  new  Breen  numbers. 

Concerning  your  to¬ 
ken,  I  would  have  to  in¬ 
spect  it  in  person  to  de¬ 
termine  its  age.  If  it 
dates  from  the  1860s  or 
1870s  (as  evidenced  by 
the  die  work),  a  likely 
candidate  for  the  coiner 
would  he  the  shop  of 
John  Stanton  and  his 
successor  interests  in 
Cincinnati.  If  it  matches 
precisely  two  known 
Civil  War  token  dies  by  Stanton,  it 
would  be  worth  several  hundred  dollars 
or  more  and  would  be  a  “find.”  If  it  is 
from  a  later  date  it  would  have  very 
little  value,  perhaps  a  dollar  or  two. 

I  hope  this  helps. 

QI  have  just  bought  a  191 2-S 
Liberty  nickel  at  a  local 
coin  shop,  and  it  has  a  bulge 
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in  the  left  field  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  nose.  Also,  the  hair  details  are 
not  sharply  struck.  The  dealer  1  bought 
it  from  said  that  this  is  the  way  they 
usually  come,  but  1  am  a  bit  skeptical 
so  1  thought  I  would  write  to  you. 
What’s  the  story?  —  T.C. 

A  The  dealer  was  right — all  au¬ 
thentic  191 2-S  Liberty  nickels 
were  struck  from  a  die  which 
displays  a  bulge  in  the  left  field,  ap- 
roximately  extending 
from  star  5  through 
star  8.  In  addition,  all 
authentic  pieces  have 
weakness  at  the  very 
highest  details  of  the 
hair,  the  general  area 
beneath  the  word 
LIBERTY. 

If  any  variations  ex¬ 
ist — such  as  this  sharply 
struck  piece  from  a  die  not  showing  a 
bulge — I  have  yet  to  see  one.  I  presume 
that  all  of  the  238,000  struck — certainly 
a  small  mintage — are  the  same. 

QWhat  is  a  “store  card”?  I’ve 
seen  this  term  but  can’t  learn 
what  it  means.  —  C.S. 

A  Tli is  term  generally  refers  to  a 
metallic  token,  such  as  a  Civil 
War  token  or  a  Hard  Times 
token,  bearing  the  name  of  a  specific 
merchant,  store,  tradesman,  or  business. 

Thus,  an  1844  copper  cent-sized  to¬ 
ken  bearing  the  name  of  J.  Cochran, 
bellfounder,  of  Batavia,  New  York,  is 
considered  to  be  a  store  card. 

Somewhat  related  are  “patriotic” 
and  “political"  tokens,  usually  with  mo¬ 
tifs  relating  to  political  figures,  issues,  or 
sentiments. 


Check  out  our  hook  section 
in  this  Rare  Coin  Review. 

Remember:  Knowledge  is  the 
key  to  profit! 
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From  the  S.S.  Central  America 
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The  dream  of  every  westward  bound  “49er”on 
his  (occasionally,  her )  way  to  the  California  gold 
fields  was  to  realize  vast  fortunes  from  his  labors. 
Imagine  the  excitement  when  a  lucky  soul — after 
hours  of  toiling  in  the  dust  and  dirt  in  the  American 
River  or  one  of  its  branches — spots  that  first  glitter 
of  gold  beckoning  from  the  soil  before  him! 

That  same  excitement  and  allure — that  of  the 
California  Gold  Rush — is  just  a  toll-free  call  away. 
Call  today  and  in  just  a  few  short  hours  you  can 
hold  in  your  hands  and  share  with  family  and 
friends  a  spectacular  gold  nugget  unearthed  in 
California  over  1 50  years  ago.  And,  as  icing  on 
the  cake,  your  nugget  has  the  added  fascination 
of  having  been  “safely  stored”  at  the  bottom  of 
the  ocean  until  recent  times. 

On  August  20, 1857,  several  hundred  passengers 
and  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  gold  boarded  the 
S.S.  Sonora  and  left  San  Francisco  headed  south 
toward  Panama  City.  In  early  September,  the  trip 
continued  across  the  Panama  Railroad,  then  from 
the  port  of  Aspinwall  on  the  Atlantic,  bound  for 
New  York  City  on  the  S.S.  Central  America. 
However,  the  ship  was  never  to  make  its 
destination,  as  a  hurricane  took  many  of  its 
passengers  and  all  of  its  treasure  to  the  bottom  of 
the  sea  on  September  12th,  1857,  where  it  remained 
until  the  ship  was  located  and  the  treasure  recovered 
at  the  end  of  the  20th  century. 

Now,  we  offer  you  a  very  limited  opportunity  to 
purchase  a  spectacular  gold  nugget  with  a  pedigree 
and  story  unlike  any  that  have  come  before!  Each 
is  unique  in  form  and  appearance  and  in  virtually 
the  same  condition  as  the  day  it  was  found. 


HERE’S  WHAT  YOU  WILL  RECEIVE! 

To  guarantee  their  authenticity,  their  provenance  and  their 
preservation,  each  nugget  is  housed  in  an  attractive  Collectors 
Universe  holder  guaranteeing  its  pedigree  to  the  S.S.  Central 
America ,  labeled  with  its  weight  to  the  tenth  of  a  gram  and  a  serial 
number  for  future  identification. 

Pictured  here  are  just  a  few  of  the  nuggets  we  have  available. 
For  more  information,  call  1-800-222-5993  with  your  credit  card 
handy  and  ask  for  the  “nugget  desk.”  Prices  range  from  $490  to 
$1800,  and  shapes  vary  widely.  Our  representative  will  quote  you  a 
special  price  per  your  weight  specifications. 
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Miscellaneous 
Coins  and  Items 


Proof  Sets 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Housed  in  original 

box . 629 

1970  No  S.  Five-piece  Proof  set.  Housed  in 

original  box . 495 

1983  No  S.  Five-piece  Proof  set.  Housed  in 


original  blue  box . 559 


Mint  Sets 

1946  Mint  Set.  15  pieces.  MS-63-67.  Housed  in 

a  black  Hollander  album  page . 395 

1946-D  Mint  Set.  3  pieces.  MS64-66.  Housed  in 
a  black  Hollander  album  page .  1 29 


1949  Double  Mint  Set.  27  pieces.  MS63-66. 

Housed  in  a  black  Hollander  album  page.  595 

1951  Double  Mint  Set.  30  pieces.  MS63-67. 
Housed  in  a  black  Hollander  album  page.  795 

1952  Double  Mint  Set.  30  pieces.  MS63-66. 
Housed  in  a  black  Hollander  album  page.  595 

1953  Double  Mint  Set.  30  pieces.  MS-64-67. 

Housed  in  original  envelope.  The  pieces  are 
beautifully  toned  with  the  1 95 3-D  half  dol¬ 
lars  having  full  bell  lines . 825 

1954  Double  Mint  Set.  30  pieces.  MS64-66. 
Housed  in  a  black  Hollander  album  page.  495 

1956  Mint  set.  18  pieces.  MS-64'67.  Housed  in 
original  envelope.  Surfaces  have  light  to 
medium  toning .  169 

United  States 
Pattern  Coins 


Important  1795  Half  Eagle  in  Copper 


1795  pattern  half  eagle.  Pollock-38,  Judd-23. 
Rarity-8.  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  VF-25 

(NGC).  Smooth  dark  hrown  surfaces  with  a 
few  minor  blemishes  at  central  reverse.  This 
is  from  the  Breen-3D  die  pair,  as  described  in 
his  1966  monograph  on  early  half  eagles,  and 
features  the  final  S  in  STATES  cut  over  a 


previous  D.  An  unidentified  undertype  is  vis¬ 
ible  on  the  obverse.  Just  two  or  three  copper 
trial  pieces  are  known  from  1 795  half  eagle 
dies.  Andrew  Pollock  listed  three  such  ex¬ 
amples  and  noted  that  one  of  these  was 
heavily  granular  and  possibly  a  cast  counter¬ 
feit.  A  second  is  defaced  by  very  heavy 
hammer  blows,  presumably  to  prevent  coun¬ 
terfeiting.  This  third  example  is  the  only  ex¬ 
isting  1 795  half  eagle  trial  piece  that  remains 
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H.S.  Williams,  a  coin  dealer  from 
Cleveland,  writes  to  say  that  a  friend  of 
his  at  a  bank  has  an  1855  Kellogg  $20 
coin  for  $21.  Certainly  sounds  like  a  bar¬ 
gain!  Kellogg  $20s  closely  resemble  the 
federal  issue,  and  even  as  late  as  the 
1960s,  a  stray  specimen  was  located 
among  bulk  gold  coins  (personal  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  editor,  QDB). 

(Part  of  a  continuing  series  of  post¬ 
cards  sent  to  John  A.  Beck,  the  famous 
Pittsburgh  numismatist  of  the  early  20th 
century.  Beck  was  an  eager  buyer  of  coins 
and  corresponded  extensively  w  ith  some 
of  the  most  famous  collectors  and  dealers 
of  his  time.) 


undamaged.  An  extremely  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  pattern  collector,  or  for  the  half 
eagle  specialist .  23,500 


Proof  P-390  1863  Dime 


1863  10C.  Pollock-390,  Judd-325.  Rarity-6. 
Proof-65  (NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Mirrored 

surfaces  with  lovely  blue  and  gold . 2,195 

1942  “experimental  cent”  related  pieces:  In  1942 
the  United  States  Mint  began  searching  for  a 
suitable  replacement  for  the  copper  cent.  Be¬ 
ing  a  strategic  war  material,  copper  wras  in  high 
demand.  Replacement  material  required  vari¬ 
ous  properties  to  simulate  copper  as  closely  as 
possible.  Private  companies  were  contacted  to 
explore  materials  as  diverse  as  plastic  and  glass. 
Special  dies  were  prepared  for  use  in  the  test¬ 
ing  process.  The  firms  involved  provided 
sample  planchets  which  w^ere  struck  with 
these  dies.  We  u'ere  fortunate  to  acquire  a 
small  quantity  of  plastic  “planchets”  or  disks 
w  hich  were  left  over  from  one  of  the  priv  ate 
companies  involved.  We  have  two  different 
types  of  material:  general-purpose  phenolic 
resin  is  very  dark  brown,  weighs  10.  30  grains 
and  has  six  concentric  circles  raised  on  each 
side.  The  Urea-formaldehyde  plastic  is  olive 
and  weighs  10.76  grains.  These  also  have  six 
raised  circles  on  each  side.  Order  either  type, 
each  for .  59 


Hawaiian  Coin 


Lustrous  1847  Hawaiian  Token 


1  5  Berries.  MS-64  BN  (PUGS).  1  ustrouv 
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medium  brown  surfaces  with  highlights  of 
red . 2,850 

Tokens,  Medals,  etc. 

1807/6  large  cent.  Sheldon-273.  Counter- 
stamped  on  the  obverse.  Crossed  arrows,  with 
crown  above  all  in  oval  punch.  F-15.  ...  295 
Hard  Times  token.  1833  Low-72.  Rarity-6. 
Francis  Brigham.  AU-50.  Cheapside,  New 
Bedford,  Massachusetts,  token.  A  lovely 
specimen  of  this  issue,  perennially  a  favorite 
rarity,  depicting  as  it  does  a  long  row  of  store¬ 
fronts  in  this  whaling  port .  1,095 

Brigham  was  an  entrepreneur  and  engaged  in 
pursuits  ranging  from  dentistry  to  retailing,  in  the  jack- 
of-all-trades  style  of  certain  other  figures  who  were 
memorialized  by  tokens  and  other  numismatic  items 
(e  g. ,  Lewis  Feuchtwanger  at  the  high  end,  Dr.  G.G. 
Wilkins  at  the  low  end). 

Hard  Ttmes  token.  1833  L-73.  Francis  Brigham. 
Cheapside,  New  Bedford  token.  VF-30.  From 

the  Garrett  sale.  Lot  1 155 .  325 

Hard  Times  token:  1835  L- 1 76.  HT-434.  Gustin 
Blake.  Chelsea,  Vermont.  AG-3  Copper. 
Plain  edge.  Retouched  reverse  die.  Soft 
brown  surfaces . 439 

This  token,  rare  in  its  own  right  and  even  rarer  as 
one  of  the  few  early  tokens  available  from  the  state  of 
Vermont,  was  struck  from  very  crude  dies — which, 
numismatically,  makes  such  pieces  all  the  more  desir¬ 
able. 

Hard  Times  token.  1837.  L-49.  Half  cent.  AU- 

50 . 239 

Hard  Times  token.  1838.  Am  I  not  a  women 

and  a  sister.  AU-58 .  129 

Double  Eagle  copy.  As  struck.  The  present 
piece  is  a  very  well  done  copy  of  an  1859-0 
double  eagle,  struck  in  a  brassy  composition 
with  a  reeded  edge  and  ensheathed  in  a 
squared  stainless  steel  ( ?)  housing.  This  piece 
appears  to  be  produced  in  the  last  50  years  or 
so,  perhaps  as  an  insert  in  a  watch  fob  or  key 
chain  which  would  enclose  the  housing  in 
leather  or  something  similar  while  leaving 
the  “coin”  exposed.  That  a  souvenir  would  be 
produced  imitative  of  such  a  scarce  date  piece 
is  unusual,  and  its  origin  is  far  from  certain. 
An  enigma  awaiting  investigation  by  a  col¬ 
lector  of  double  eagles  or  New  Orleans  Mint 

coinage .  150 

1861  Confederate  States  of  America  “Bashlow 
restrike”  cent.  Struck  in  1961  from  transfer 
dies  made  from  the  1863  CSA  cent  die  pair. 
Struck  by  Aug.  Frank,  Philadelphia,  to  the 
order  of  Robert  Bashlow,  a  New  York  City 
entrepreneur  (who  among  other  enterprises 
owned  the  QWERTIOU  Press  and  the 
Trans-Africa  Development  Company).  MS- 

65 . 39 

Arizona  tax  tokens.  3  rolls.  A.  little  hoard  of  die 
struck  tokens,  the  obverse  featuring  a 
Saguaro  cactus  in  the  fl<x>r  ground  with  two 
smaller  versions  of  this  tree-like  plant  in  the 
background,  in  a  desert  landscape,  all  within 


I tems  for  Sale 

a  circle,  surrounded  by  the  inscription  ARI¬ 
ZONA  STATE/TAX  COMMISSION.  Re¬ 
verse  with  inscription:  TO  MAKE 
CHANGE/4/5/CORRECT  sales  tax  pay¬ 
ment.  Brass,  brilliant  Uncirculated,  virtually 
as  struck.  About  the  size  of  a  nickel  five-cent 
piece.  Probably,  you  can  “comer  the  market” 
with  this  group! . 239 

1900  Lesher  “Dollar” 

First  Type,  No  Imprint 
Serial  No.  8 

1900  Lesher  “Dollar.”  Zerbe-1,  HK-787.  AU- 

50  ( ANACS).  Lustrous  pewter  surfaces  with 
iridescent  highlights.  First  type,  “  A  COM¬ 
MODITY  /  WILL  GIVE  /  IN  EXCHANGE,” 
etc.  Adna  Wilde  estimates  that  100  were 
struck,  of  which  about  52  are  recorded  in 
numismatic  literature .  1,895 

Ex  Kreisberg  and  Cohen ,  1968. 

Notes  on  Lesher  “Dollars”  1900-1901 

Struck  in  Denver  in  1900  and  1901,  Lesher  silver 
“dollars”  of  octagonal  format  were  distributed  by  Jo¬ 
seph  Lesher  of  Victor,  Colorado.  Some  bore  the  im¬ 
prints  of  (mostly)  local  merchants,  while  others  were 
blank.  Most  were  serially  numbered,  aiding  modern  era 
students  of  the  series  (notably  Adna  G.  Wilde,  Jr.  in  his 
watershed  work,  “Lesher  Referendum  Dollars:  Where 
Are  They  Today”  in  The  Numismatist,  February  1978) 
to  track  their  pedigrees  over  a  period  of  time.  The 
Lesher  house  stands  today  in  Victor,  two  doors  to  the 
left  of  City  Hall,  and  is,  or  at  least  was,  recently  owned 
by  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  This  build¬ 
ing  was  purchased  by  Dave  Bowers  after  a  memorable 
near-mishap  in  a  Cripple  Creek  mine  shaft  in  1 979,  in 
which  one  of  the  fellow  tourists  trapped  on  a  “mine 
tour”  turned  out  to  be  a  real  estate  agent,  with  this 
property  listed  for  sale.  In  recent  times  the  ANA  has 
decided  to  sell  the  building,  and  as  of  last  word  this  was 
in  process. 

Today,  these  Lesher  “dollars”  are  highly  collect¬ 
ible.  Indeed,  they  have  created  attention  virtually 
since  day  one.  In  the  February  1901  issue  of  The 
Numismatist,  the  “Hooper’s  Restrikes”  column  told  of 
a  contemporary  issue:  “Joseph  Lesher,  who  recently 
made  and  issued  100  silver  souvenirs,  which  he  called 
‘referendum  dollars,’  says  he  has  assurance  from  the 
United  States  district  attorney  that  his  coinage  scheme 
is  not  illegal,  and  he  has  ordered  a  new  die,  from  which 
10,000  souvenirs  will  be  struck  off  immediately.  The 
silver  will  cost  him  $6,500,  and  the  making  $1,500.  He 
will  sell  the  coins  for  $12,500  and  redeem  them  on 
demand  for  the  same  amount.” 

In  The  Numismatist,  December  1920,  “The  Lesher 
Coins,”  by  Charles  E.  Briggs,  noted  in  part:  “My  first 
knowledge  of  the  Joseph  Lesher  coins  was  sometime  in 
1904,  when  an  old  prospector  and  coin  collector  by  the 
name  of  Craighead,  a  resident  of  my  home  vicinity,  on 
his  return  from  a  prospecting  trip  in  the  mountains  of 
Colorado  and  a  visit  in  Denver,  showed  me  a  Lesher 
coin  which  he  had  bought  in  Denver,  and,  taking  a 
fancy  to  it,  I  bought  it.  This  is  a  Boyd  Park  piece  and  is 
still  in  my  collection.  A  year  or  two  later  I  bought  one 
in  a  second-hand  store  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  which 
added  to  my  interest  when  I  compared  them  and  found 
them  very  different,  both  in  size  and  design.  In  1913  I 
visited  Denver,  Colorado  Springs,  Manitou  and  Cripple 
Creek.  I  hunted  these  towns  over  for  Leshers  and  found 
one  in  Denver,  two  in  Colorado  Springs  and  two  in 
Cripple  Creek.  I  then  went  to  Victor  and  called  on  Mr. 
Lesher.  I  found  him  a  very  pleasant  old  gentleman  past 
75  years  of  age,  but  stout  and  hearty  and  anxious  to 
show  me  around,  and  to  tell  me  all  he  could  about  his 


little  coinage  scheme,  as  he  called  it.  He  had  kept  no 
records  as  to  the  number  of  pieces  struck  or  number  of 
dies  used.  He  said  the  dies  would  break  sometimes,  and 
new  ones  would  have  to  be  made,  and  that  they  made 
them  a  little  different.” 

Fast  forward  to  February  1978,  when  The  Numis¬ 
matist  featured  the  article,  “Lesher  Referendum  Med¬ 
als — Where  Are  They  Today?”  by  Adna  G.  Wilde,  Jr. 
The  narrative  told  of  the  life  of  Joseph  Lesher,  of 
Fremont,  Ohio,  who  came  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  to 
seek  his  fortune: 

“Lesher  mined  in  the  areas  of  Georgetown, 
Leadville,  and  Silver  San  Juan,  and  owned  a  produc¬ 
tive  silver  mine  near  Central  City.  Consequently  the 
demise  of  silver  coinage  by  the  U.S.  government  in 
1873,  better  known  as  the  ‘Crime  of  1873,’  hit  Lesher 
along  with  most  Colorado  miners  as  a  disaster.  Banks, 
business  houses,  and  mines  failed,  and  thousands  were 
unemployed.  William  Jennings  Bryan  built  a  national 
platform  around  the  free  coinage  of  silver  and  Lesher 
was  on  his  side  all  the  way,  but  gold  was  to  have  its  day 
and  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Cripple  Creek  saved  the 
day  for  Colorado.  Lesher  followed  the  prosperity  to 
Cripple  Creek  and  Victor,  gaining  wealth  from  real 
estate  investments,  but  he  remained  a  believer  in  free 
silver,  and  his  plan  for  silver  referendum  medals  was  an 
effort  to  see  silver  utilized  once  more.  There  are  only  six 
types  and  1 1  varieties  of  Lesher’s  medals,  the  first  type 
being  dated  1 900.  All  types  of  this  same  year  are  3  5  mm 
in  diameter,  and  weigh  450  grains,  equivalent  to  one 
troy  ounce  of  .950  fine  silver.  The  pieces  of  1900  are 
stamped  with  a  price  of  $  1 .25  In  identifying  the  known 
locations  of  these  medals,  the  author  has  shown  the 
names  of  previous  or  present  collectors,  or  in  those 
cases  where  the  piece  was  last  known  in  a  dealer’s 
possession,  that  dealer’s  name  is  identified.  In  many 
instances  dealers’  names  are  known  as  the  intermediary 
between  collectors;  however,  in  those  cases  the  dealer’s 
name  is  omitted....” 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar” 

Boyd  Park 
Denver,  Colorado 
Serial  No.  628 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar.”  Z-10,  HK-796.  AU-55 

(ANACS).  Lustrous  with  wonderful  irides¬ 
cent  colors.  Issued  by  Boyd  Park,  Denver,  in 
1901.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce  va¬ 
riety.  Adna  Wilde  estimates  that  just  150 
were  made  of  which  about  57  are  known  to¬ 
day  (cf.  updated  registry) .  1,695 

ExO.K.  Rumbel  Collection ,  New  Netherlands  1952 
(ANA  Sale). 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar” 

J.M.  Slusher 
Cripple  Creek,  Colorado 
Serial  145 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar.”  Z-6,  HK-792.  EF-45 

(ANACS).  Lustrous.  One  of  about  260  es¬ 
timated  to  have  been  issued  by  J.M. 
Slusher,  Cripple  Creek,  about  seven  miles 
from  Joseph  Lesher’s  home  in  Victor. 

About  75  are  known  today .  1,450 

Ex  Kreisberg  and  Cohen ,  1 968 . 

Intriguing  Test  Token 

Undated  (c.1911)  token.  Test  planchet  ALL 

Holed.  Apparently  some  type  of  blank 
planchet  was  prepared  as  a  test  piece  for  date 
logotypes.  One  side  has  the  word  DOLLARS 
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entered  along  with  dates  1885  (twice),  1893, 
and  1911  (twice).  The  two  1911  punches  are 
larger  size  and  appear  to  he  slanted  or  itali¬ 
cized.  The  word  DOLLARS  looks  remark¬ 
able  similar  to  that  used  for  three-dollar  gold 
coins.  The  other  side  had  DOLLARS  double 
stamped  along  with  dates  1854,  1859,  and 
1874,  along  with  another  italicized  1911.  We 
have  assigned  the  approximate  date  to  the 
latest  appearing  on  this  example,  hut  who 

knows? . 2,350 

1789  Washington  cent.  Baker- 14,  Kenney-7. 
Robinson  copy.  MS-63  BN . 379 

Washington  /  Confederate  Cent  Muling 
Believed  Unique 


Undated  (c.1874).  Washington  Head  Confed¬ 
erate  cent  muling.  The  only  one  struck,  this 


is  an  “old  friend"  and  was  featured  in  one  of 
our  catalogues  decades  ago!  Recently,  we 
bought  it  hack.  According  to  numismatic 
tradition  this  was  made  by  or  for  Henry 
Chapman.  Listed  in  the  Fuld  reference  as 
unique.  Quite  possibly  the  very  rarest  die 
impression,  original  or  restrike,  of  any  1861 
Confederate  States  of  America  coin!  Now, 
you  can  buy  it  from  us  for .  24,000 

1792  Dickeson  Cent 

1 792  Dickeson  “cent.”  MS-64  RB.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  “1792  trial  piece,”  actually 
made  circa  the  1860s  from  an  embossed  rev¬ 
enue  stamp  die.  Dr.  Montroville  W. 
Dickeson  was  the  progenitor.  An  attractive 

and  perennially  interesting  issue .  1,795 

Tribute  to  Professor  Montroville  W.  Dickeson, 
died  April  14,  1882,  aged  69  years,  as  taken  from  the 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics ,  July  1882: 

“He  was  a  doctor  of  medicine,  but  was  not  for  many 
years  in  practice,  having  devoted  himself  more  particu¬ 
larly  to  natural  science  and  the  study  of  antiquities.  He 
was  at  one  time  associated  with  the  antiquary  and 
archeologist,  E.G.  Squier,  in  investigations  of  the 


mounds  in  the  Western  States,  and  published  a  paper 
in  1851  on  that  subject. 

“He  was  the  author  of  the  American  Numnmatu 
Manual,  a  quarto,  published  several  years  ago  lactually 
in  1859,  with  subsequent  editions  of  1860  and  1865], 
with  plates  and  descriptions  of  American  coins,  and 
which  is  still  highly  valued  by  collec  tors,  though  some 
what  superseded  by  Crosby’s  later  and  in  many  respects 
more  valuable  work  |Earh  ( Joins  of  America,  which,  in 
fact,  did  not  supersede  it,  as  Crosby's  focus  was  different 
and  did  not  include  the  majority  of  the  items  in 
Dickeson 's  work], 

“He  was  the  owner  of  a  large  collection  of  antiqui¬ 
ties,  curiosities,  minerals,  etc.,  which  was  the  founda¬ 
tion  upon  which  was  opened  the  Philadelphia  Ciry 
Museum,  in  Callowhill  Street,  between  Fourth  and 
Fifth,  in  1854.  That  collection  was  afterward  |pin  1876 
at  the  Centennial  Exhibition]  displayed  in  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  Exhibition  Building  in  Fairmont  Park.  Prof. 
Dickeson  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  had  held  professorship  in  one  or  two  medical 
colleges.” 

Trio  of  desirable  1876  Danish  medals:  •  Baker- 
426A.  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Weight:  1,010.6 
grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof.  Rich 
chocolate  brown  surfaces  with  traces  of  gold, 
russet,  and  blue  toning  in  the  fields.  Reflec¬ 
tive  obverse  fields,  while  the  reverse  is  more 


ANA  NAMES  MUSEUM  CURATOR 


Lawrence  J.  Lee,  former  curator  of 
the  Byron  Reed  Collection  at  the 
Durham  Western  Heritage  Museum, 
has  been  named  curator  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  (ANA) 
Money  Museum  in  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado. 

In  making  the  announcement, 
ANA  President  H.  Robert  Campbell 
says,  “The  ANA  is  very  fortunate  to 
have  Larry  join  the  ANA  staff.  His 
experience  and  background  are  ide¬ 
ally  suited  to  the  ANA’s  newly  reno¬ 
vated  museum.”  Lee,  51,  was  fea¬ 
tured  in  an  article  in  the  March  issue 
of  The  Numismatist  along  with  four 
other  numismatic  curators.  Also  fea¬ 
tured  in  that  article  was  outgoing 
ANA  Curator  Robert  W.  Hoge,  who 
announced  his  resignation  in  late 
June. 

“There  are  very  few  jobs  1  would 
leave  the  Reed  Collection  for,  but  be¬ 
ing  the  curator  of  the  ANA  Museum  is 
certainly  one  of  them,”  Lee  says.  “I  am 
very  excited  about  coming  to  the 
ANA.  This  is  a  world-class  organiza¬ 
tion  that  seems  poised  to  take  off  to 
the  next  level  of  growth.  The  heart  of 
any  museum  is  its  collection,  and  the 


By  Steve  Bobbitt,  ANA 

ANA’s  assemblage  of  numismatic  objects 
is  second  to  none.” 

Lee  has  worked  as  curator  of  the  Byron 
Reed  Collection  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  for 
the  past  four  years.  The  collection  is  fa¬ 
mous  for  its  rare  coins  and  medals,  among 
them  a  Class  I  1 804  dollar  and  some  of  the 
finest  pattern  coins  known.  It  also  contains 
thousands  of  documents,  autographs, 
books,  maps  and  engravings. 

“While  at  the  Western  Heritage  Mu¬ 
seum,  I  had  the  unique  opportunity  to  cu¬ 
rate  and  organize  a  celebrated  numismatic 
collection,  to  open  a  major  numismatic 
museum  gallery  and  to  assemble  a  solid  nu¬ 
mismatic  library,”  Lee  says.  “A  curator  has 
two  main  functions:  collection  manage¬ 
ment  and  exhibit  design.  I  would  expect  to 
begin  work  immediately  in  both  areas, 
making  the  ANA  Money  Museum  the  pre¬ 
mier  numismatic  museum  in  the  United 
States.” 

“My  strong  points  are  in  organizing  and 
managing  projects,  whether  it  he  planning 
an  exhibition  or  imposing  order  on  a  huge 
pile  of  artifacts.  I  also  have  found  that  my 
computer  and  datahase  skills  are  a  great 
advantage  in  curating  a  large  collection. 

Lee  remembers  that  as  an  1 1 -year-old, 
he  found  an  About  Uncirculated  1916-D 


Wheat  cent  in  his  mother’s  piggy  bank 
and  felt  his  “blood  race”  with  excite¬ 
ment.  He  soon  made  a  “nuisance”  of 
himself  at  the  local  hank,  buying  rolls  of 
cents  and,  nickels  and  cashing  in  the 
coins  he  had  purchased  the  day  before. 

A  native  of  Denver,  Colorado,  Lee 
holds  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  archaeol¬ 
ogy  and  history,  a  master’s  degree  in 
adult  education  and  museum  studies, 
and  is  nearing  completion  of  his  doc¬ 
torate  dissertation,  which  is  a  qualita¬ 
tive  case  study  of  numismatic  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  United  States.  In  addition 
to  his  numismatic  work,  Lee  has 
worked  at  archaeological  sites  in  the 
Great  Plains  region,  and  in  Israel  on  a 
site  at  Ein-Gedi,  near  the  Dead  Sea. 
He  also  was  general  manager  of  a  50- 
employee  print  shop;  president  of  an 
automatic  identification  software  com¬ 
pany;  owned  a  successful  bar-code  la¬ 
bel  printing  company;  served  as  assis¬ 
tant  editor  of  the  journal  Plains  An¬ 
thropologist;  and  was  a  vest-pocket  coin 
dealer,  “with  very  small  pockets.”  Lee, 
his  wife,  Kim,  and  two  children  will 
move  to  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado, 
in  August.  He  will  begin  work  at  the 
ANA  in  September. 
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satiny  with  subdued  lustre.  •  Gilt  bronze 
(unlisted  in  Baker).  Plain  edge.  Weight: 
1,069.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof. 
Bright  golden  surfaces  with  pleasing 
reflectivity  in  the  fields.  The  devices  are 
bold  and  satiny.  Some  light  hairlines  are 
noted  •  B-426B.  White  metal,  plain  edge. 
Weight:  771.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm. 
Proof.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  deeply  mir- 
rored  fields  presenting  a  strong  cameo  be¬ 
tween  being  the  satiny  silver  devices.  A 
beautiful  threesome  counted  by  some 
among  the  most  beautiful  Washington  med¬ 
als  of  their  era.  Stuck  for  the  1876  Centen¬ 
nial  Exhibition.  Designed,  prepared  and 
published  by  Danish  men,  F.  Schmahlfeld, 

H.  Ophlrik,  and  V.  Christesen .  1,150 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our 
predecessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company, 
Inc.,  commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well- 
known  Rochester,  NY,  die-sinker,  to  create 
these  tokens  for  us.  The  approximate  size  of 
a  United  States  large  cent  of  the  1793-1857 
years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each  token  de¬ 
picts  on  the  obverse  the  famous  IMMUNIS 
COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the  1786- 
1787  copper  coinage,  “Columbia”  being  a 
representation  of  “America.”  The  reverse 
depicts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch 
and  is  derived  from  the  design  used  on  the 
rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold  coin.  Examples  are 
with  “antiqued”  finish  as  made.  Dave  Bowers 
discovered  a  little  box  full  of  these.  Each 
$9.95,  25  for .  149 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Impressive  “Wheel  of  Fortune” 
Casino  Device 


Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  “wheel  of 
fortune”  made  by  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in 
the  20th  century — just  the  sort  of  device 
that  would  have  been  used  in  a  casino  in 
Reno,  or  high  in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The 
wheel,  about  six  feet  in  diameter,  is  on  its 
own  stand  and  is  displayed  in  a  vertical  po¬ 
sition.  The  wheel  is  ornamented  with  num¬ 
bers  (resembling  dice  faces)  and  mirrored 
panels  and  is  a  very  impressive  ensemhle.  We 
came  across  this  in  an  antique  shop  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  (where  it  still  is),  wrote  a  check  for 


ITEMS  FOR  SALE 


it  on  the  spot,  and  now  offer  it  for  sale.  In 
many  years  of  being  interested  in  antique 
gambling  devices,  we’ve  encountered  only 
one  other  for  sale.  Basically  “original”  condi¬ 
tion,  not  repainted,  altered,  or  anything  else. 
Needs  a  few  touches,  but  is  essentially  pris¬ 
tine . 3,450 

Pels  “rebus  Puzzle”  note  as  featured  in  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  125,  this  being  the  one  we  pur¬ 
chased.  Crisp  Uncirculated .  375 

Imilac  1 1  grams.  Pallasite-type  meteorite,  one  of 
the  most  famous  of  only  a  few  dozen  different 
recorded  falls  of  this  beautiful  style.  With 
inclusions  of  transparent  olivine  in  an  iron 
matrix .  79.95 

What  might  have  been: 

John  Pinkerton,  An  Essay  on  Medals:  or,  An  In¬ 
troduction  to  the  Knowledge  of  A ticient  and 
Modem  Coins  and  Medals ...”  London,  1789. 
Two  volumes,  octavo,  302  and  346  pages, 
plus  other  material,  excellent  condition,  re¬ 
bound  with  gold  imprint,  study  of  ancient, 
classical,  and  British  coin,  with  tangential 
mention  of  American  issues  and  with  some 
very  nice  philosophy  on  the  joys  of  collect¬ 
ing . 265 

Interesting  book,  Gambling  and  Gambling  De¬ 
vices  ,  J.P .Quinn,  1912.  308  pages,  extensively 
illustrated  including  with  many  coin-oper¬ 
ated  devices  car,  slot  machines,  casino  gad¬ 
gets,  etc.,  with  information  on  all  sorts  of 
games  of  chance  and  various  ways  they  can 
he  rigged.  Most  probably  the  most  exten¬ 
sively  illustrated,  most  detailed  study  of  its 
kind.  Choice  condition,  light  wear,  cover 
bright.  From  Q.  David  Bowers’  library.  360 

Interesting  Historical  Newspapers 

Four-page  issue  of  James  Gordon  Bennett’s  New 
York  Evening  Chronicle ,  our  choice  of  issues, 
summer,  autumn,  and  early  winter  of  1837, 
in  the  height  of  the  “Hard  Times”  economic 
era.  Many  advertisements  (including  by 
Lewis  Feuchtwanger,  who  issued  tokens), 
news  items,  etc.  Copies  originally  deposited 
with  the  Library  of  Congress,  then  later 
deaccessioned  and  through  a  secured  route 
acquired  by  QDB  for  his  research  archives. 
Each  issue  is  very  rare,  perhaps  even  one  of 
a  kind.  Single  issue,  $24  (plus  $4  shipping); 
25  different  issues,  $420  post-paid.  We  have 
about  150  issues  on  hand  totally,  all  differ¬ 
ent;  New  York  American,  from  the  following 
year,  1838,  also  ex  Library  of  Congress; 
many  advertisements,  not  yet  checked  by 
the  time  this  notice  goes  to  press;  same 
prices  as  preceding. 

Cincinnati  Gazette,  1863,  four-page  issue  with 
dozens  of  advertisements,  news  about  the 
Civil  War,  etc.  Single  issue,  $30  (plus  $4 
shipping);  25  different  issues,  $500  post¬ 
paid,  100  different  issues,  January  to  June 
1863 .  1,400. 


“Collection”  of  19th-century  newspapers  from 
the  archives  of  QDB,  dates  circa  1825  to 
1 864,  New  York  City,  Cincinnati,  and  Con¬ 
cord,  NH,  all  different,  a  wide  selection  of 
years  (no  single  issue  of  a  given  paper  will  be 
dated  within  three  months  of  another  issue  of 
the  same  paper),  advertisements,  etc.,  includ¬ 
ing  at  least  three  of  Civil  War  dates.  Mostly 
ex  Library  of  Congress.  All  are  scarce,  some 
may  he  unique  or  nearly  so.  Collection  of  10 
different  for  $229,  plus  $4  shipping.  Order 
“Dave’s  Newspaper  Collection. ’’Single  issue, 
$24  (plus  $4  shipping);  25  different  issues, 
$420  post-paid. 

Color  postcards  of  currency  operations.  Wash¬ 
ington,  circa  1903.  One  depicts  the  large 
Press  Room  at  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing,  showing  where  currency  is  made; 
another  depicts  many  bundles  of  $2  hills  be¬ 
ing  prepared  for  the  shredder;  and  the  third 
depicts  the  macerating  device  with  a  bin  full 
of  notes  awaiting  destruction.  Set  of  three, 
average  used  condition,  bright  colors,  very 
interesting: . 45 

Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  Detectors 

Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  Detectors.  Fine  condi¬ 
tion.  Breaking  up  what  may  be  the  largest  run 
in  private  hands.  Wonderful  research  and 
study  archive.  Each  issue  describes  notes  is¬ 
sued  by  hanks  and  gives  warnings  about 
counterfeits,  etc.  One  copy:  $79;  10  different 
$725.00;  50  different  $3,450.  Prices  include 
postage.  Subject  to  availability  and  prior  sale. 

Robert  Thaxter  Bicknell,  biographical  notes:  • 
1830s  onward:  In  print  as  Robert  T.  Bicknell.  In¬ 
cludes  information  about  posthumous  Bicknell  im¬ 
prints;  cf.  Dillistin,  Bank  Note  Reporters,  1949.  •  1830, 
July  3 1 :  Bicknell,  a  Philadelphia,  PA,  seller  of  lottery 
tickets,  began  publication  of  Bicknell’s  Counterfeit  De¬ 
tector,  and  Pennsylvania  Reporter  of  Bank  Notes,  Broken 
Banks,  Stocks,  etc.  At  the  time  there  were  about  330 
banks  in  the  United  States  This  large  folio  size  periodi¬ 
cal,  published  every  second  Saturday  at  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  rate  of  $2  per  year,  became  one  of  the  more 
important  publications  of  its  genre.  After  the  first  six 
months,  the  frequency  was  changed  to  weekly  •  1831, 
June:  Title  of  weekly  publication  changed  to  B  icknell's 
Reporter,  Counterfeit  Detector,  and  Prices  Current  • 
1832,  October  1 :  Began  the  publication  of  the  monthly 
pamphlet,  Bicknell' s  Counterfeit  Detector  and  Bank  Note 
List.  By  May  1833  the  7th  edition  had  appeared; 
frequency  changed  to  once  every  six  weeks;  later  re¬ 
sumed  monthly  publication;  still  later  was  published 
twice  a  month.  •  1836,  July  19:  Title  of  weekly 
publication  changed  to  Bicknell' s  Counterfeit  Detector, 
and  Pennsylvania  Reporter  of  Bank  Notes  •  1836,  July: 
One  week  later,  the  title  of  the  weekly  publication  was 
changed  again,  to  Bicknell’s  Reporter,  Counterfeit  Detec¬ 
tor,  and  General  Prices  Current  This  title  was  main¬ 
tained  until  the  last  issue  in  large  folio  form,  June  30, 
1857.  •  1839,  May  7:  Robert  Thaxter  Bicknell  died  at 
the  age  of  3  3.  His  name  and  publication  would  live  long 
thereafter  as  a  relative,  Matthew  T.  Miller,  was  be 
queathed  the  business  and  continued  to  operate  it  • 
1850:  The  weekly  B icknell's  Reporter,  C  'nunter/eit  De¬ 
tector,  and  General  Prices  Current  claimed  a  circulation 
of  4,000,  while  the  semi-monthly  Rickneli  s  Counterfeit 
Detector  and  Bank  Note  Lot  is  said  to  have  5,000 
subscribers.  The  weekly  was  generally  referred  .i'  the 


SEFT EM  BER/CK  T(  )BER  200 1 


74 


Rare  coin  Review  *14  3 


Miscellaneous  items  for  Sale 


KefxirtfT,  while  the  semi-monthly  was  nicknamed  the 
Detector  •  1853:  Published  rhe  48-page  The  American 
Hook  of  Coins  •  1857,  June  30:  End  of  the  large  folio- 
size  weekly  Reporter.  Succeeded  in  time  hy  Imlay's  & 
Biclaiell's  Bank  Note  Reporter,  which  was  published 
though  about  1 866. 

1856  3  shares  of  ten  dollars  in  the  capital  stock 
of  the  Boston  Sub-Marine  &  Wrecking 
Company.  Lithographed  stock  certificate, 
19.5  x  1 .55  cm.  With  a  fine  vignette  of  a  sal¬ 
vage  operation  showing  a  ship  an  anchor,  a 
boat  out,  and  two  hard-hat  divers  at  work  on 
the  sea  floor.  Made  out  to  James  ( ?)  S.  Gerrish, 
for  3  Shares,  signed  by  P.  (?)  Benton  Thomp¬ 
son,  president,  and  George  (?),  treasurer. 
Printed  transfer  form  on  the  verso,  not  com¬ 
pleted.  The  company  was  established  in  1852. 
A  very  handsome  and  appealing  item.  ..  895 

Gold  Rush  Bonanza! 

We  recently  purchased  25  -  count  them  —  25  — 
original  stock  mining  shares  in  the  Anglo- 
Califomia  Gold  Mining  Company,  registered 
on  November  5,  1851.  These  stock  certifi¬ 
cates  were  actually  used,  bear  serial  numbers, 
and  were  issued  in  1852.  The  approximate  di¬ 
mensions  are  8-1/2”  wide,  and  7-1/2”  high. 
Original  stock  certificates  sold  to  finance  ad¬ 
venturing  in  the  gold  fields  of  California,  and 
dated  before  1853,  are  few  and  far  between, 
and  in  our  search  for  such  things  -  for  a  dis¬ 
play  we  are  putting  together,  which  includes 
an  example  of  the  piece  we  are  offering  here 
-  our  luck  has  been  almost,  but  not  quite, 
zero.  Now  comes  this  little  cache,  said  to 
have  been  found  in  a  castle  in  England.  How¬ 
ever,  the  seller  of  this  marvelous  group  has¬ 
tened  to  add,  “whether  this  was  true  or  just 
salesmanship,  we  cannot  know!”  No  matter, 
these  items  are  nice  for  framing  -  perhaps 
together  with  a  Gold  Rush  coin?  Offered,  for 
each,  $125,  or  buy  two  for  $235  the  pair. 

1 896  $500.00  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
gold  bond,  10  x  14-1/2  inches,  plus  attached 
coupons,  27  or  more,  punch  cancelled.  Pay¬ 
able  FIVE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  IN 
GOLD  COIN.  Three  vignettes  across  the  top, 
the  left  and  right  being  Native  Americans 
(one  with  q  bow  and  arrows,  the  other  with  a 
calumet),  the  center  being  larger  and  showing 
a  volcanic-style  (a  la  Shasta  or  Rainier)  moun¬ 
tain  with  pine  trees  and  an  expanse  of  prairie 
in  the  foreground.  Ideal  for  framing  and  dis¬ 
play.  Printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company.  Issued  in  the  day  when  a  dollar  was 

worth  a  dollar,  and  in  gold .  100 

The  Northern  Pacific  was  rhe  first  of  the  Northern 
transcontinental  lines,  rhe  N.  P.,  was  chartered  hy  an  act 
of  Congress  signed  hy  President  Lincoln  on  J  uly  2, 1 864  • 
Construction  of  a  line  to  connect  the  head  of  the  Great 
Lakes  with  Portland,  Ore.,  was  started  in  1870  and 
completed  in  1883.  The  company  presently  operates 
6700  miles  of  the  line,  extending  from  St.  Paul-Minne- 
a polls  and  Duluth-Superior  to  Seattle,  Tacoma  and 
Portland,  and  owns  a  on-half  interest  in  the  Burlington 
Lines  and  The  Spokane,  Portland  &i  Seattle. 


1906  $1 ,000.00.  The  Snohomish  Valley  Railway 
Company  bond,  10x14  inches,  plus  90  at¬ 
tached  coupons.  Green  printing  primarily — 
in  the  traditional  “money  color.”  Payable 
ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  IN  GOLD 
COIN.  The  top  center  of  the  bond  has  a  en¬ 
graving  of  a  train  attached  to  catenary  cables. 
At  the  top  left  is  seen  a  prairie  town  with 
mountains  in  the  background.  The  top  right 
is  a  giant  redwood  tree  with  a  woman  about 
to  walk  through  a  wagon-size  tunnel  cut 
through  it.  These  were  issued  by  the  Security 
Bank  Note  Company  of  Philadelphia.  An¬ 
other  great  framing  item . 49 

1921  $1,000.00  Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois  Rail¬ 
way  Company  gold  bond,  10x14  inches,  or¬ 
nate  gold  border,  vignette  of  two  locomotives 
under  full  steam,  workers  on  separate  tracks, 
etc.  Payable  ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS 
IN  GOLD  COIN.  With  37  coupons  on  a 
separate  but  attached  sheet,  each  coupon  hav¬ 
ing  a  steam  engine  vignette  and  gold  over¬ 
printing.  Printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company.  Another  bond  from  the  age  of  gold. 
Such  gold  obligations  were  later  declared  in¬ 
valid  by  Uncle  Sam.  A  great  display  item.  49 
“DAYS  OF  GOLD  SPECIAL.”  THREE  gold- 
payable  bonds,  one  each  of  the  above  three, 

the  trio,  regularly  $198,  for .  179 

“Welcome  nugget”  color  lithograph,  circa  1880s, 
issued  as  a  poster/and  labeled  by  the  T.C. 
Williams  Company,  Virginia,  tobacco  manu¬ 
facturers.  Depicted  is  a  gold  miner  standing 
holding  an  unbelievable  large  nugget,  with 
scenes  of  mining  operations  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  Two  versions,  one  tall  and  rectangu¬ 
lar  measuring  13  inches  high  by  6-1/2  inches 
wide,  at  $199,  the  other  square,  measuring 
10-1/2  inches  high  by  10-1/2  inches  wide,  at 
$249.  The  square  version  depicts  a  few  more 
background  details.  Order  singly  or  as  a 
pair — certainly  a  nice  “go-with”  item  for  any 
display  of  California-related  gold! 

Gold  Mineral  and 
Crystal  Specimens 

Gold  mineral  specimens  from  the  cabinet  of 
QDB.  Study  pieces  acquired  in  the  line  of  gold 
research,  and  now  being  deaccessioned:  Each 
piece  was  hand-selected  by  Dave  for  its  quality 
and  display  value.  If  an  early-bird  reader  would 
like  to  buy  the  entire  suite  of  gold  specimens, 
take  a  5%  discount.  All  examples  are  one-of-a- 
kind.  Subject  to  prior  sale. 

Colorado  Quartz  Mine,  Mariposa  Co.,  CA. 
Famous  “pocket”  mine  near  the  Diltz  Mine. 
Very  nice  specimen  of  crystallized  gold. 

Longest  dimension  about  33  mm .  1,960 

Diltz  Mine,  Mariposa  Co.,  CA.  Native  gold 
with  arsenopyrite,  from  a  famous  mine.  Ex¬ 
amples,  once  seen  with  some  frequency,  are 
very  elusive  tixiay.  Largest  dimension  about 
65  mm .  1,465 


Eagle's  Nest  Mine,  Placer  Co.,  CA.  District  »•! 
claims  worked  generally  from  1855  to  the 
modem  era.  Large  and  impressive  crystalline 
gold  specimen,  largest  dimension  about  35 

rum.,  38  grams  weight.  Beautiful!  .  1,875 

Eagle’s  Nest  Mine,  Placer  Co.,  CA.  Large  and 
impressive  crystalline  gold  specimen,  “very 
three  dimensional,”  largest  dimension  about 
50  mm.,  39.6  grams  weight.  Beautiful!  1 ,965 
16-to-l  Mine,  Alleghany,  Sierra  Co.,  CA. 
Spectacular  “tree”  of  native  gold  atop  a  white 
quartz  matrix.  Largest  dimension  about  60 
mm.  A  prize  display  item,  the  finest  study 

specimen  located  by  QDB . 6,300 

Oriental  Mine,  Alleghany,  Sierra  Co.,  CA. 
Native  gold  on  white  quartz  crystals,  from  a 
mine  first  worked  circa  1854,  and  near  the 
famous  16-to-l  Mine.  Largest  dimension 

about  40  mm .  1,340 

Placer  Co.  CA,  Gold  specimen,  probably  from 
circa  1930s  and  from  the  old  DeMaria  and 
Garbe  Mine  (later  incorporated  into  the 
Eagle’s  Nest  Mine  in  a  consolidation  of  about 
10  different  claims).  14.8  grams.  A  lovely 
specimen  of  leaf  gold .  1 ,845 


Gift  Certificates 


The  ideal  Gift!  — $50  Up 

We  have  Gift  Certificates  available  in  any 
amount  from  $50  up.  Just  call  us,  ask  for  the 
specific  amount,  give  us  your  form  of  pay¬ 
ment,  and  we  will  do  the  rest.  A  fantastic  gift 
for  a  coin -collecting  spouse  or  friend — or  a 
great  way  to  introduce  someone  to  “the 
world’s  greatest  hobby.” 

Or,  if  your  spouse  or  “significant  other”  collects 
coins,  and  you  don’t  know  what  terms  such 
as  “Rulau  HT-31,”  or  “1817  N-16  obverse 
brockage  with  30  stars,"  “Eastman  Johnson’s 
holey  design,  or  “1795  Hidden  Star  silver  dol¬ 
lar”  mean,  then  buy  him  or  her  a  gift  certifi¬ 
cate!  And,  if  your  lucky  gift  recipient  orders 
books — always  a  great  gift  and  value — a  dis¬ 
count  awaits! 


YOUR  ATTENTION  PLEASE! 

In  case  you  missed  Page  21  of 
this  issue,  here  is  a  reminder!  To 
enjoy  your  coins,  DISPLAY  them. 
With  an  “Eagle”  album  or  two, 
you  have  a  rare  coin  museum  at 
your  fingertips — ready  to  enjoy  at 
a  moment’s  notice. 

These  have  been  super-popu- 
lar  with  our  clients,  and  no  won¬ 
der!  Order  one,  two,  or  three,  and 
see  for  yourself.  Experience  a  new 
dimension  of  collecting  pleasure! 
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Thinking  of  Selling?  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries- 


oPECTAC  CLAP, 


*•  | 

UCTiOi  [  ci£A30l  l 


— Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You. 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  season  for  2001  and  2002.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  let 
Bowers  and  Merena’s  expertise  go  to  work  for  you!  Whether  your  collection  is  worth  several  thousand  dollars  or 
several  million  dollars,  the  same  quality  of  presentation  and  numismatic  expertise  that  characterized  our  past 
record-breaking  sales  will  showcase  your  coins,  sets,  or  entire  collection.  Over  the  years  we  have  sold  hundreds  ot 
millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  coins,  paper  money,  and  other  numismatic  items  for  tens  of  thousands  of  consignors, 
ranging  from  museums,  government  agencies,  and  institutions  to  private  collectors. 

Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are  available  instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consignment.  Simply 
call  John  Pack,  our  auction  director  at  1  '800-458-4646,  for  complete  details,  including  our  low  commission  rates. 
It  may  well  be  the  most  financially  rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made! 


We  sold  the  Walter  H .  Childs  Col¬ 
lection  specimen  of  the  1 804  Draped 
Bust  silver  dollar  for  $4, 140,000,  the 
highest  price  paid  at  auction  for  any 
rare  coin. 


We  have  also  sold  the  Eliasherg  1 804 
Draped  Bust  silver  dollar  for  $  l  ,815 ,000 
and  the  Eliasherg  1913  Liberty  Head 
nickel  for  $1 ,485,000.  In  fact,  of  the 
top  10  record  fmces  realized  for  indi¬ 
vidual  U.5.  coins  sold  at  (mhlic  auction , 
vue  sold  five  of  them . 


Our  Upcoming  Sales . . . 


October  18,  2001  •  Kingswood  Galleries — The  Franklin  Sale 

(Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction) 

November  29-December  1,  2001  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

January  8-9,  2002  •  Orlando,  Florida 

The  Rarities  Sale 

Now  accepting  consignments . 

February  21,  2002  •  Kingswood  Galleries 

(Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction) 

Now  accepting  consignments. 

March  15-17,  2002  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments . 

May  2,  2002  •  Kingswood  Galleries 

(Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction) 

Now  accepting  consignments. 

June  7-8,  2002  •  Long  Beach  California 

(World  Coin  Auction-in  conjunction  with  the  Long  Beach  Convention) 
Now  accepting  consignments. 

June  13,  2002  •  Kingswood  Galleries 

(Mail  Bid  and  Internet  Auction) 

June  2 7-28,  2002  •  Chicago,  Illinois 

(In  conjunction  with  the  Mid- America  Coin  Expo) 


Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next 
several  years.  January  7-8,  2003;  January  6-7,  2004 
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U.S.  AND  WORLD 

Currency 


We  are  greatly  pleased  to  offer  a  nice  selec¬ 
tion  of  currency — always  a  favorite  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  From  early 
Civil  War-era  “greenbacks”  to  Fractional  Cur¬ 
rency  notes,  from  large-sized  to  small-sized 
notes,  and  from  silver  certificates  to  gold  cer¬ 
tificates,  the  diverse  and  interesting  currency 
offering  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
should  meet  with  your  hearty  approval. 
Whether  you  are  just  beginning  your  interest 
in  fine  United  States  currency  or  you  are  a 
seasoned  collector,  the  following  list  holds 
something  for  every  taste! 

Each  note  we  offer  is  carefully  selected  for 
quality  within  its  listed  grade.  Enjoy  our  offering, 
and  don’t  forget  to  order  quickly,  as  many  of  these 
fine  rarities  are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  inventory. 


Choice  F-16  $1  Legal  Tender  Note 


$1.  Friedberg-16.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of 
1862.  Chittenden-Spinner.  Serial:  41310. 
Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated.  Near  Gem,  hut 
has  a  pair  of  pinholes.  This  variety  has  “Na¬ 
tional  Bank  Note  Co”  printed  twice  above 

lower  border .  1 ,695 

The  Vignette  is  that  of  Salmon  P.  Chase,  a  gentle¬ 
man  with  a  distinguished  career  in  government,  al¬ 
though  with  a  few  slip  ups,  as  in  his  endorsement  of  his 
longtime  pal  Victor  Smith.  He  served  as  the  governor 
of  Ohio,  held  office  in  the  U.S.  Senate,  helped  to 


organize  the  Ohio  Republican  Party,  and  eventually 
was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court.  During  Lincoln's  presidency,  he  was  Secretary 
of  the  T reasury,  during  which  term  he  established  the 
national  banking  system.  His  name  is  remembered 
today  with  the  Chase  Manhattan  Rank 

Lovely  F-16  Legal  Tender  Note 


$1.  F-16.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1862. 
Chittenden-Spinner.  Serial:  54352.  Choice 
About  Uncirculated.  A  beautiful  note  with 
a  center  fold .  1,565 


$1.  F-30.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880. 
Bruce- Wyman.  Serial:  Z38748752.  Choice 
Crisp  Uncirculated.  A  beautiful  large  brown 
seal  1880  one  dollar  note . 950 


$1.  F-27.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1878. 
Allison-Gilfillan.  Serial:  A386668.  Gem 
Uncirculated.  A  delightful,  high-grade  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  attractive  Legal  Tender.  The 
face  is  nicely  centered,  though  the  back  is 
somewhat  uneven.  Still,  the  hold  color  and 
full  body  hold  this  note  to  the  Gem  category. 
Only  this  single  type  was  issued  as  the  Series 
of  1878 .  1,445 


$1.  F-30.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880. 
Bruce-Wyman.  Serial:  Z49548421.  Choice 
Crisp  Uncirculated.  A  wonderfully  em¬ 
bossed  one  dollar  1880  note . 950 

$1.  F-36.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917. 
Teehee-Burke.  Serial:  D66776810A.  Choice 
Crisp  Uncirculated.  A  pleasing  example  with 

nice  margins .  275 

$1.  F-39.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  N84965281  A.  Gen 
Crisp  Uncirculated.  A  lovely  example  with 

perfect  centering . 295 

$1.  F-39.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  T 1 1 1 1 06  36 A . 
Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated.  Exquisite  paper 

quality .  275 

$1.  F-39.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  R925579A.  Choice 
Crisp  Uncirculated.  A  beautiful  note.  ..275 


$1.  F-30.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1880. 
Bruce-Wyman.  Serial:  Z38748734.  Gem 
Uncirculated.  A  bright  note  with  full,  original 
color  and  nicely  embossed  printing.  A  light 
printing  wrinkle  is  noted,  as  is  a  small,  well-hid¬ 
den  area  of  discoloration  on  the  back.  Well 
margined  and  highly  attractive . 1,2  39 


$1.  F-40.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1923. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  A848221B. 
Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated  Absolutely  goi 
geous . 525 
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$1.  F-40.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1923. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  A68830709B.  About 
Une  irculated.  This  note  would  be  like  new  it  it 
had  not  been  folded  when  it  was  put  away.  385 

Outstanding  F-41  Legal  Tender  Note 


$2.  F-41.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1862. 
Chittenden-Spinner.  Serial:  52329.  About 
LIncirculated.  Exquisite  early  issue.  Looks 
Gem  but  is  has  been  folded .  2,175 

The  head  of  Alexander  Hamilton  graces  the  face 
of  this  note.  Hamilton  served  as  the  first  U.  S.  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  was  also  heavily  involved  in 
politics.  His  involvement  in  bringing  about  the  defeat 
of  Aaron  Burr  for  president,  and  later  for  the  governor¬ 
ship  ofNew  York.  Undoubtedly  led  to  the  famous  1804 
duel  with  Burr  in  which  Hamilton  was  mortally 
wounded,  thus  forever  relegating  the  accomplished 
Burr  to  scoundrel  status  in  American  history. 

$2.  F-60.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  D78520123A. 
Gem  Crisp  Uncirculated.  A  bright  new  note 

with  some  minor  handling . 425 

$2.  F-60.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  D81368079A. 
Choice  About  Uncirculated.  Super  note 

with  deep  embossing . 385 

$2.  F-60.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  B65945953A. 
Choice  About  Uncirculated.  A  wonderful 

piece  of  paper . 385 

$2.  F-60.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1917. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  D69562816A.  Ex¬ 
tra  Fine  to  About  Uncirculated.  Wonderful 
note  with  a  few  light  folds .  195 


$5.  F-67.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of 
1875.  Allison-New.  Serial:  B257733. 
Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated.  A  crisp,  col¬ 
orful  note . 1 ,375 

$5.  F-88.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1907. 
Teehee-Burke.  Serial:  H16531226.  Extra 
Fine  to  About  Uncirculated.  A  very  nice 
note  with  a  few  folds . 310 


fax  Your  Order 

603-569-5319 


$5.  F-91.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1907. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  M37332495. 
Gem  Crisp  Uncirculated.  Portrait  of  “Old 
Hickory,”  Andrew  Jackson,  with  the  ever- 
popular  vignette  of  a  pioneer  family  and  dog. 

An  absolutely  perfect  note .  725 

$5  F-91.  Legal  Tender  note.  Series  of  1907. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  H87859296.  VF. 
Some  light  creases  and  other  light  signs  of 
moderate  circulation  are  present,  but  the 
overall  appearance  and  quality  (for  the  grade, 
of  course)  make  for  a  good  value  at .  159 


Gem  F-219.  Silver  Certificate 


$1.  F-219.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886. 
Rosecrans-Huston.  Serial:  B55288439. 
Gem  Uncirculated.  Good  fresh  paper  qual¬ 
ity  and  bold  ink  color.  A  beautiful,  well-mar¬ 
gined  Martha  Washington  featuring  the 
popular  and  visually  striking  fancy  back.  The 
back  design  would  change  to  a  somewhat 
more  simple  style  for  the  follow  Series  of 
1891 .  2,339 


$1.  F-223.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1891. 
Tillman-Morgan.  Serial:  E15034911. 
Choice  About  Uncirculated.  A  stunning 
Martha  Washington  portrait  issue  with  one 
light  center  fold .  795 

Choice  F-224.  Silver  Certificate 


$1.  F-224.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1896. 
Tillman-Morgan.  Serial:  1  35035  1 .  Choice 
Crisp  Uncirculated.  Near  Gem .  1,850 


$1.  F-237.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923. 
Speelman-White.  Choice  Uncirculated.  We 
are  very  fortunate  in  that  we  just  got  our 
hands  on  a  small  group  of  these  popular  large¬ 
sized  Washington  $1  notes.  Each  is  crisp  and 
attractive  with  vibrant  blue  ink  at  seals  and 
serial  numbers.  Each  is  nicely  centered  and 
hand-picked  for  quality,  and  each  is  guaran¬ 
teed  to  please.  139  each;  or,  take  five  of  these 
delightful  notes  for . 670 

1886  F-240  Silver  Certificate 


$2.  F-240.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886. 
Rosecrans-Jordan.  Serial:  B75009.  Extra 
Fine.  Excellent  paper  quality  with  a  few 
folds .  1,625 


Splendid  1886  F-246  Silver  Certificate 


s 
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$2.  F-246.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1886. 
Tillman-Morgan.  Serial:  E14276922.  About 
Uncirculated.  Looks  new  but  has  one  light  cen¬ 
ter  fold.  A  single  opportunity  to  acquire  this 
popular  type  honoring  William  Windom  who 
served  two  terms  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
1881-1884  and  1889-1891 . 2,350 


Lovely  F-257.  Silver  Certificate 


$2.  F-247.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1896. 
Tillman-Morgan.  Serial:2003685.  Extra 
Fine.  An  attractive  note  regardless  of  a  few 
creases.  Pleasing  for  the  grade  and  offering 
good  color  and  broad,  even  margins.  From 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  aesthetically 
elaborate  currency  issues,  commonly  referred 
to  at  the  “educational  series."  The  design  for 
this  $2  note  was  originally  intended  tor  a  $50 
denomination,  which  was  never  issued.  I  he 
$50  design  was  used  for  the  $2  note  much  to 
the  dissatisfaction  of  the  artist  who  felt  that 
the  integrity  of  the  design  was  so  disrupted  by 
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the  changed  denomination  markers,  that  he 
refused  to  endorse  it  as  an  example  of  his  own 

finest  effort .  1,925 

2.  F-252.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899. 
Vernon-McClung  Serial  :  E250866M. 
Very  Fine.  An  evenly  worn  note  without 
distractions.  Close  examination  will  re¬ 
veal  tiny  pinholes,  fully  acceptable  at  this 
grade . 309 
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$2.  F-258.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  N72863838. 
Uncirculated.  Excellent  color  and  margins. 
A  slight  center  fold  is  visible  under  close 
scrutiny,  though  not  creased.  A  nice  overall 
appearance .  595 


Outstanding  F-270  Silver  Certificate 


$5.  F-270.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1896. 
Lyons-Roberts.  Serial:  33755140.  Choice 
Very  Fine.  A  wonderful  $5  Educational  with 
exceptional  eye  appeal . 2,050 

Choice  F-274  Silver  Certificate 


$5.  F-274.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899. 
Vernon-McClung.  Serial:  E22650752. 
Choice  About  Uncirculated.  Near  Gem,  but 
was  folded  in  half  and  saved .  1 ,850 


$5.  F-281.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1899. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  N46366544. 
Very  Fine  to  Extra  Fine.  A  gorgeous  Indian 
Chief . 950 


Beautiful  Choice  F-282  “Porthole”  $5 


$5.  F-282.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1923. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  A3756055B. 
Choice  About  Uncirculated.  Looks  new 
but  has  one  light  center  fold.  The  “port¬ 
hole”  note,  termed  so  because  of  the  place¬ 
ment  of  Lincoln’s  portrait  within  a  circular 
frame .  1,850 

The  famous  Civil  War  Photographer  Matthew 
Brady  took  the  photo  on  which  this  engraving  of 
President  Lincoln  was  based.  Brady  studied 
daguerrotypy  under  the  famous  inventor  Samuel  F. 
B.  Morse,  and  established  a  studio  in  New  York 
City  in  1844.  His  record  of  the  Civil  War  was 
published  in  1870  as  Brady’s  National  Photographic 
Collection. 


$5.  F-282.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of 
1923.  Speelman-White.  Serial: 
A3468295B.  Extra  Fine.  Nearly  choice 
for  the  grade.  Just  two  vertical  creases  and 
a  light  horizontal  fold  are  noted.  Bright 
and  pleasing . 1 ,305 


Choice  F-299  Silver  Certificate  $10 


$10.  F-299.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1891. 
Tillman-Morgan.  Serial:  El  2360743. 
Choice  About  Uncirculated.  This  gorgeous 
Tombstone  has  a  light  fold . 2,250 


$1.  F-350.  Treasury  note.  Series  of  1891. 
Rosecrans-Nebeker.  Serial:  B8298061. 
About  Uncirculated.  Excellent  paper  qual¬ 
ity  with  one  light  center  fold .  650 


Gem  F-352  1891  Treasury  Note 


$1.  F-352.  Treasury  note.  Series  of  1891. 
Bruce-Roberts.  Serial:  B50820714.  Gem 
Crisp  Uncirculated.  An  exquisitely  perfect 
note  featuring  the  redesigned  back. ...  1 ,750 


Choice  Uncirculated  $5  1890  Treasury  Note 
F-361 


$5.  F-361.  Treasury  note.  Series  of  1890. 
Rosecrans-Nebeker.  Serial:  A5460344*. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  A  splendid  note  in 
all  respects.  The  margins  are  wide,  al¬ 
though  the  top  face  margin  is  a  little  closer 
than  the  other  margins.  The  ink  on  both 
sides  is  bold  and  bright,  and  the  note  is  es¬ 
sentially  flawless,  with  sharp  and  undented 
corners.  Small  red  seal.  Portrait  of  General 
George  H.  Thomas,  the  “rock  of 
Chickamauga,”  referring  to  his  service  with 
the  Union  army  at  that  famous  and  bloody 
Civil  War  engagement.  Whether  you  are 
an  interested  beginner  or  a  life-long  enthu¬ 
siast  of  U.S  currency,  this  note  is  worth 

your  serious  consideration . 4,750 

$1.  F-717.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Philadelphia. 
Eliott-Burke.  Dyer-Norris.  Series  of  1918.  Se¬ 
rial:  C50556832A.  Gem  Crisp  Uncirculated. 
A  beautiful  note  with  excellent  paper  qual- 


$  1 .  F-7 1 8.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Cleveland.  Se¬ 
ries  of  1918.  Teehee-Burke.  Baxter-Francher. 
Serial:  D10982055A.  About  Uncirculated.  A 


great  note  with  a  center  fold .  275 

$5.  F-847.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Boston.  Series 
of  1914-  White-Mellon.  Serial: 
A52301059A.  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated.  A 

lovely  note .  225 

$5.  F-851.  Federal  Reserve  note.  New  York.  Se¬ 
ries  of  1914  White-Mellon.  Serial: 


B29068735B.  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated.  A 

crisp  new  note .  245 

$5.  F-851.  Federal  Reserve  note.  New  York.  Sc¬ 
ries  of  1914.  White-Mellon  Serial 

B29068736B.  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated 

Another  beautiful  example .  245 

$5.  F-851.  Federal  Reserve  note.  New  York.  Se¬ 
ries  of  1914  White-Mellon.  Serial 
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B29068739B.  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated. 

An  excellent  crisp  example .  245 

$5.  F-855a.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Philadelphia. 
Series  of  1914.  White-Mellon.  Serial: 
C92234152A.  Gem  Crisp  Uncirculated. 
This  example  is  as  fresh  as  the  day  it  was 

printed .  285 

$5.  F-869.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Chicago.  Series 
of  1914.  Burke-Glass.  Serial:  G24231822A. 
Gem  Crisp  Uncirculated.  Perfect,  absolutely 


stunning . 395 

$10.  F-910.  Federal  Reserve  note.  New  York. 
Series  of  1914-  Burke-Houston.  erial: 
B84860501  A.  Very  Fine  to  Extra  Fine.  Crisp 
and  bright  with  a  few  folds .  175 


$10.  F-919.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Cleveland. 
Series  of  1914.  White-Mellon.  Serial: 
D39527664A.  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated.  A 

lovely  crisp  note . 385 

$10.  F-933.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Saint  Louis. 
Series  of  1914.  Burke-Glass.  Serial: 
H8 108381  A.  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated. 
This  example  is  crisp  with  excellent  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 310 

$10.  F-934.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Saint  Louis. 
Series  of  1914.  Burke-Houston.  Serial: 
H18395281  A.  Crisp  Uncirculated.  A 
beautiful  note  with  some  very  light  han¬ 
dling . 225 

$20.  F-972.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Philadelphia. 
Series  of  1914-  Burke-McAdoo.  Serial: 
C2045632A.  Very  Fine  to  Extra  Fine.  A 
sharp  note  with  a  few  very  small  spots  in  the 

bottom  margin . ;.  150 

$20.  F-990.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Chicago.  Se¬ 
ries  of  1914.  Burke-Houston.  Serial: 
G3 1882 175 A.  About  Uncirculated.  A 

bright,  crisp  note  with  a  center  fold .  195 

$20.  F-991.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Chicago.  Se¬ 
ries  of  1914.  White-Mellon.  Serial: 
G39883323A.  Extra  Fine.  An  excellent  ex¬ 
ample  with  a  few  light  folds . 275 


$20  F-1002.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Kansas 
City.  Series  of  1914.  Burke-Houston.  Se¬ 
rial:  J70002520A.  Gem  Crisp  Uncircu¬ 
lated.  An  exquisite,  perfect  note . 525 


$100.  F- 1112.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Saint 
Louis.  Series  of  1914.  Burke-McAdoo.  Se¬ 


rial:  HI 82591  A.  Crisp  Uncirculated.  A 

wonderful  $100  note,  crisp  and  bright.  1,025 
$10.  F- 1173.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  K26088538.  Very 
Fine  to  Extra  Fine.  A  bright,  crisp  gold  note 

with  a  few  folds . 395 

$10.  F- 1173.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1922. 
Speelman-White.  Serial:  K44997798.  Very 
Fine  to  Extra  Fine.  A  beautiful,  crisp  gold 
note  with  a  few  folds . 395 


Important  Series  1882  $500  Gold  Certificate 


$500.  F- 12 16b.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of 
1882.  Teehee-Burke.  Serial:  D78687.  Ex¬ 
tra  Fine.  Nicely  centered  and  boldly  printed 
on  each  side,  the  brilliant  and  distinctive  or¬ 
ange  hues  being  especially  bright.  The  bright 
rose  Treasury  seal  and  the  deep  blue  serial 
numbers  add  to  the  visual  appeal.  A  highly 
desirable  large-size,  high  denomination  note  of 
very  respectable  grade.  A  showpiece  note 
which  could  rank  as  the  valued  prize  of  most 
currency  collections,  and  certainly  worthy  of 
addition  to  the  finest  of  collections.  Free  of 
smudges  and  soil,  and  offering  excellent  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  A  type  not  represented  in  the 
extraordinary  currency  collection  of  Harry  W. 

Bass,  Jr .  20,625 

$10.  F- 1 801  - 1 ,  S-2064.  Type  I.  National  Bank 
Note.  Series  of  1929.  Jones-Woods. 
Farmington,  Minnesota.  Charter:  11687. 
Serial:  B000248A.  Choice  Uncirculated. 
Rich  brown  ink  at  seals  and  serial  number. 
Type  I,  with  Charter  numbers  in  black 
only.  Nicely  centered  and  crisp.  Lower 
right  corner  has  a  tiny  bruise,  otherwise  the 
note  is  free  of  detriments.  A  grand  match 
to  the  $5  note  of  the  same  bank  (offered 

below) . 269 

$5.  F- 1 802 ,  S-2013.  Type  II.  National  Bank 
Note.  Series  of  1929.  Jones-Woods. 
Farmington,  Minnesota.  Charter:  11687. 
Serial:  A000059.  Uncirculated.  A  delight¬ 
ful  note.  Rich  brown  ink  at  seal  and  serial 
numbers.  Type  II,  with  Charter  number  in 
black  and  again  in  brown.  Nicely  centered 
with  the  bottom  face  margin  just  slightly 
closer  than  the  other  margins.  A  great  note 
at  a  great  price,  and  check  out  that  low  se¬ 
rial  number! . 245 

$20.  F- 1802-1,  S-21 14-  Type  I.  National  Bank 
Note.  Series  of  1929.  Jones-Woods.  Bay  City, 
Michigan.  Charter:  2853.  Serial:  BOO  1971  A. 
Choice  Uncirculated.  A  delightful  note  with 
strong  color  and  nice  margins.  A  pleasing 
example . 259 


Attractive  Series  1934  $1,000  Note 


$1,000.  F-221 1.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Series 
of  1934.  Julian-Morgenthau.  Serial: 
C00005269A.  Extra  Fine.  Bright  olive  ink 
on  the  face,  with  rich  forest  green  ink  on  the 
back.  A  crisp  note  in  nearly  all  places,  and 
fairly  choice  for  the  grade.  Faint  vertical 
crease  at  left,  no  appreciable  crease  at  center 
or  right.  Top  margin  close  on  face,  faint  hori¬ 
zontal  crease  noted  at  top  as  well.  Tiny,  light 
corner  creases  at  three  comers.  This  note  is 
a  very  attractive  specimen  for  the  grade.  But 
perhaps  best  of  all,  the  value  is  fully  as  attrac¬ 
tive  as  the  note! .  1,795 


Another  Series  1934  $1,000  Note 


$1,000  F-221 1.  Federal  Reserve  note.  Series  of 
1934.  Julian-Morgenthau.  Serial: 

C00005265.  Very  Fine  Bright  green  ink  on 
face,  deep  olive  on  back.  Nicely  centered. 
Faint  deepening  of  the  paper  color,  a  veilical 
crease,  and  a  small  horizontal  crease  at  the 
top,  otherwise  strong  and  attractive  for  the 

grade .  1,650 

$20.  F-2402.  Gold  Certificate.  Series  of  1928. 
Woods-Mellon.  Serial:  A23729698A. 
Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated.  Bright  green 
and  deep  golden  ink.  An  attractive  note, 
not  perfectly  centered  on  the  face,  but  all 
margins  wide  and  distant  from  the  design 
frame.  The  faintest  of  horizontal  creases 
can  be  found  after  careful  study,  but  this 
is  definitely  a  “first-glance”  CU  note. 
Nice! . 299 

FRACTIONAL 

Currency 

Act  of  March  3rd,  1863.  Three  cents.  F-1226. 
Third  Issue  (December  1864-August  1869). 
Choice  Uncirculated.  A  crisp  and  pleasing 
note  from  the  Third  Issue  of  Fractional  ( Cur¬ 
rency.  Head  of  Washington  type,  light  back¬ 
ground  to  portrait.  Right  face  margin  and  left 
back  margin  tight,  but  still  a  very  attractive 
note . 99 
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“Gem”  Sheet  of  Fractional  Currency! 
First  Issue,  “Postage  Currency”  5  Cents 


Act  of  July  17,1 862.  Five  cents.  F- 1 230.  First 
issue  (August  1862-May  1863).  Postage 
Currency.  Original  uncut  sheet  (20  notes) 
of  five-cent  notes.  Crisp  Uncirculated.  A 

splendid  sheet,  with  the  five-cent  denomina¬ 
tion  being  made  from  the  contemporary  five- 
cent  postage  stamp  design.  This  is  one  of  the 
nicest  we  have  handled  in  our  experience — 
which  dates  back  to  well  over  40  years.  There 
are  full  margins  on  both  sides.  This  very  at¬ 
tractive  sheet  would  make  an  ideal  display 
item  if  framed;  it  is  carefully  placed  between 

two  sheets  of  Lucite . 4,750 

Act  of  July  17,  1862.  10  cents.  F- 1 242.  First  Is¬ 
sue.  Postage  Currency.  Uncut  vertical  strip  of 
four  notes.  AU  overall,  lightly  creased  be¬ 
tween  notes.  Green  front  with  portrait  of 
Washington  as  on  the  postage  stamps  of  the 
same  era  and  denomination,  black  on  white 
hack.  Highly  attractive  and  equally 


frameahle,  and  priced  to  sell  at .  249 

Act  of  March  3,  1863.  25  cents.  F-1294.  Third 
Issue.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Bust  of  William 
P.  Fessenden,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  un¬ 
der  Abraham  Lincoln  on  face,  green  hack. 
“Receivable  for  all  United  States  Stamps” 
proudly  proclaimed  above  Fessenden’s  por¬ 
trait.  Crisp  and  nicely  centered,  perhaps 
nominally  closer  at  the  bottom  face  margin, 
hut  still  choice  and  highly  attractive  in  all 
ways .  139 

Act  of  June  30,  1864-  25  cents.  F-1308.  Fifth  Issue 
(February  1874-February  1876).  Gem  Uncircu¬ 
lated.  Vignette  of  Robert  J.  Walker,  Secretary  of 
die  Treasury  1845-1849  on  face,  green  hack  with 
denomination.  Crisp  and  nicely  centered,  a 
grand  an  inexpensive  beginning  to  a  Fractional 
Currency  collection .  79 

We  recently  purchased  a  small  horde  of  these 
attractive  and  popular  notes,  and  this  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  listings  of  F- 1 308  literally  provide  something  for 
every  collecting  taste  and  budget.  Just  how  collectable 
and  affordable  are  these  pieces?  One  sure  sign  is  that 
Frank  Van  Valen  of  our  staff  purchased  a  Gem  Uncir¬ 
culated  piece  the  moment  they  entered  our  stock! 

Act  of  June  30,  1864.  25  cents.  F-1308.  Fifth  Is¬ 
sue.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Crisp  and  attrac¬ 
tive,  just  a  hair’s  breadth  from  Gem  quality 

and  a  beauty  to  behold . 69 

Act  of  June  30,  1864.  25  cents.  F-1308.  Fifth  Is¬ 
sue.  Uncirculated.  Perhaps  not  “Gem”  or 
“Choice,”  but  undeniably  new  and  fresh.  A 
good  buy  at . 59 


Act  of  June  30,  1864.  25  cents.  F-l  308.  Fifth  Is¬ 
sue.  AU.  Most  are  essentially  new  hut  with 
perhaps  a  faint  comer  crease  or  a  tiny,  nearly 
invisible  pin-hole.  Still  choice  and  attractive 

and  guaranteed  to  please  at  only .  49 

Act  of  July  17,  1862.  50  cents.  F-l  312.  Postage 
Currency.  First  Issue  Choice  About  Uncircu¬ 
lated.  Five  contemporary  lOtf  postage  stamps 
of  Washington  make  up  the  face  vignette. 
Margins  fairly  equal  at  all  edges.  Tiny  crimps 
at  the  corners  and  three  tiny  pin  holes,  oth¬ 
erwise  as  choice  as  one  could  hope.  A  popu¬ 
lar  issue  from  the  early  days  of  these 
emergency  issues . 99 

World  Currency 

Cuba.  February  7,  1832.  Lottery  ticket.  Four 
reales.  Serial:  16559.  Choice  AU.  A  beauty. 
Printed  in  black  on  early  laid  paper.  “Real 
Loteria  De  La  Siempre  Fiel  Isla  De  Cuba." 
Stamp-canceled  twice  with  picturesque  de¬ 
signs.  An  interesting  bit  of  “currency”  from 
our  hemisphere,  when  Cuba  was  still  a  Span¬ 
ish  possession.  You’ll  seldom  find  anything  so 

“neat”  and  historic  for  just . 39 

Cuba.  June  2,  1842.  Lottery  ticket.  One  peso.  Se¬ 
rial:  26316.  Choice  AU.  Similar  to  the  above, 
but  with  different  counterstamps.  Another  in¬ 
triguing  bit  of  early  paper  from  our  hemisphere, 
a  piece  we  practically  guarantee  you’ll  love,  and 
the  price  is  irresistible  as  well . 39 


The  Progress  of  Education 


Beth  Barnhorst  sent  an  eighth- 
grade  final  exam  given  in  1895  in 
Salina,  Kansas.  The  original  is  in  the 
files  of  the  Smokey  Valley  Genealogi¬ 
cal  Society  and  Library  in  Salina,  and 
it  was  recently  reprinted  by  the  Salina 
Journal. 

These  questions  are  just  a  few  of 
many: 

Grammar: 

Give  nine  rules  for  the  use  of  capital 
letters. 

Name  the  parts  of  speech  and  define 
those  that  have  no  modifications. 

Define  verse,  stanza  and  paragraph. 

What  are  the  principal  parts  of  a 
verb?  Give  principal  parts  of  do,  he,  lay 
and  run. 

Arithmetic: 

Name  and  define  the  fundamental 
rules  of  arithmetic. 

A  wagon  box  is  2  ft.  deep,  10  feet 
long,  and  3  ft.  wide.  How  many  bushels  of 
wheat  will  it  hold ? 


If  a  load  of  wheat  weighs  3,942  lbs.,  what 
is  it  worth  at  50  cts. /bushel,  deducting  1050 
lbs.  for  tare? 

District  No.  33  has  a  valuation  of 
$35,000.  What  is  the  necessary  levy  to  carry 
on  a  school  seven  months  at  $50  per  month, 
and  have  $104  for  incidentals? 

Find  bank  discount  on  $300  for  90  days 
(no  grace)  at  10  percent. 

What  is  the  cost  of  a  square  farm  at  $  1 5 
per  acre,  the  distance  around  which  is  640 
rods? 

U.S.  History: 

Relate  the  causes  and  results  of  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Show  the  territorial  growth  of  the 
United  States. 

Describe  three  of  the  most  prominent 
battles  of  the  Rebellion. 

Who  were  the  following:  Morse,  Whitney, 
Fulton,  Bell,  Lincoln,  Penn,  and  Howe? 

Name  events  connected  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  dates:  1607,  1620,  1800,  1849,  and  1865. 

Orthography: 

What  is  meant  by  the  following:  Alpha¬ 


bet,  phonetic,  orthography,  etymology, 
syllabication? 

What  are  the  following,  and  give  ex¬ 
amples  of  each:  trigraph,  suhvocals,  diph¬ 
thong,  cognate  letters,  linguals? 

Use  the  following  correctly  in  sen¬ 
tences:  cite,  site,  sight,  fane,  fain,  feign, 
vane,  vain,  vein,  raze,  raise,  rays. 

Geography: 

Name  and  describe  the  following: 
Monrovia,  Odessa,  Denver,  Manitoba, 
Hecla,  Yukon,  St.  Helena,  Juan 
Fernandez,  Aspinwall  and  Orinoco. 

Name  all  the  republics  of  Europe  and 
give  the  capital  of  each. 

Why  is  the  Atlantic  Coast  colder 
than  the  Pacific  in  the  same  latitude? 

Describe  the  movements  of  the  earth. 
Give  inclination  of  the  earth. 

We  suspect  that  the  average  univer¬ 
sity  graduate  could  not  get  an  “A"  in 
this  test!  This  sort  of  “basic  learning” 
seems  desirable,  hut,  presumably, 
modern  education  provides  lessons 
that  are  more  useful  in  everyday  life. 
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Coin  Quiz 

Coins  of  the  World 


To  help  launch  our  World  Coin 
Gallery  (see  our  inventory  listings 
in  this  issue),  this  Coin  Quiz  will 
focus  on  coins  from  everywhere 
BUT  the  United  States  -  and  every 
question  refers  to  a  coin  described 
in  the  upcoming  pages.  Review  our 
listings,  enjoy  the  nice  coins 
therein,  and  feel  free  to  refer  hack  to 
the  listings  if  you  need  more  help. 
We  hope  you  find  these  coins  as  fas¬ 
cinating  as  we  do! 

1.  Before  Switzerland  confederated 
under  a  new  constitution  in  1848,  semi- 
independent  states  called  cantons  were 
joined  in  a  federal  system.  Among  the 
largest  of  these  cantons  was  Bern.  What 
animal  was  featured  prominently  on 
Bernese  coins? 

a.  Bernese  Mountain  dog 

b.  moose 

c.  bear 

d.  rufous-sided  tohee 

2.  The  word  “klippe”  does  not  re¬ 
fer  to  a  sailing  vessel.  To  what  does  it 
refer? 

a.  a  coin  struck  with  a  rocker  die 

b.  a  shilling  cut  down  to  sixpence  size 
by  a  wily  profiteer 

c.  a  token  issued  to  coal  miners 

d.  a  coin  struck  on  a  squared  planchet, 
usually  out  of  necessity 

3.  What  British  island  issued  a  to¬ 
ken  coinage  in  half  puffin  and  one  puf¬ 
fin  denominations  when  it  was  privately 
owned  ? 

a.  Isle  of  Man 

h.  Lundy  Island 

c.  St.  Helena 

d.  Orkney  Islands 


4.  Several  kings  of  England  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  appropriately  named  dynasty  are  de¬ 
picted  on  the  coins  of  what  German  state? 

a.  Hannover 

b.  Hohenzollern 

c.  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 

d.  Baden 

5.  Rectangular  silver  ingots  which 
indicated  weight  in  terms  of  “lang”  were 
issued  by  what  Asian  nation? 

a.  India 

b.  China 

c.  The  Philippines 

d.  Vietnam  (Annam) 

6.  “Dog  dollars”  were  popular  trade 
coins  in  the  17th  and  18th  centuries, 
circulating  from  the  Orient  to  Colo¬ 
nial  America.  What  seafaring  nation 
was  the  place  of  origin  of  these  crude 
issues? 

a.  Phoenicia 

b.  Wales 

c.  The  Netherlands 

d.  Morocco 

7.  Stylized  images  of  the  “pillars  and 
waves”  of  Gibraltar  appear  on  the  cob 
coinage  of  what  Spanish  colonial 
mint(s)? 

a.  Mexico  City 

b.  Potosi 

c.  Lima 

d.  Both  (B)  and  (C) 

8.  If  you  sought  a  depiction  of  a 
monarch  with  a  very  severe  underbite, 
what  nation’s  coinage  would  be  your 
best  bet? 

a.  Pitcairn  Island 

h.  Austria 

c.  Canada 

d.  Croatia 


9.  What  Roman  emperor  has  been 
known  to  history  by  his  nickname, 
which  means  “little  boot.” 

a.  Vespasian 

b.  Caracalla 

c.  Trajan 

d.  Caligula 

10.  At  the  same  time  that  the 
United  States  was  issuing  a  coin  to 
commemorate  the  founding  of  Dela¬ 
ware,  what  nation  issued  a  coin  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  same  event? 

a.  Marshall  Islands 

b.  Sweden 

c.  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon 

d.  Liberia 

Bonus:  Goa,  St.  Thomas  and 
Prince,  and  Brazil  all  issued  coins  in  the 
name  of  what  imperial  power? 
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In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  is  proud  to  announce  our 
latest  “family”  member,  our  new  World  Coin 
Gallery!  Beginning  with  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Com  Review,  and  in  every  future  issue,  our  World 
Coin  Gallery  will  bring  you  a  selection  of  world- 
class  coins  from  the  days  of  ancient  Greece  to 
today’s  popular  issues,  including  coins  from  the 
four  corners  of  the  globe,  coins  guaranteed  to 
enchant,  entice,  and  excite  you,  beautiful  and 
historic  issues  that  will  definitely  add  immeasur¬ 
ably  to  your  appreciation  of  numismatics  and  the 
colorful  history  of  the  world  we  live  in! 

The  World  Coin  Gallery  is  ably  headed  by 
Frank  Van  Valen,  staff  numismatist  here  at  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  since  1987,  and  John 
Kraljevich,  our  newest  staff  numismatist.  Frank 
and  John  have  decades  of  world  coin  collecting 
between  them,  thus  assuring  you  of  a  great  selec¬ 
tion  of  world  coins  with  each  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  coins  that  will  be  at  once  exciting 
to  own  and  historically  important  as  well.  And 
equally  exciting,  the  World  Coin  Gallery  will  not 
only  bring  you  the  finest  in  world  coins,  hut  to¬ 
kens  and  paper  money  from  the  far  reaches  of 
the  globe. 

Also  of  interest  is  our  new  and  exciting 
World  Coin  Collection  Portfolio  Program,  a  fine 
way  for  you  to  build  a  quality  collection  of  world 
coins  through  monthly  shipments  at  a  pre-ar¬ 
ranged  monthly  amount  ($100  minimum,  $500 
minimum  for  gold  coins).  Hundreds  of  collectors 
of  United  States  issues  have  long  been  members 
of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program,  some  for  de¬ 
cades!  Now  the  pleasures  of  world  coin 
collecting  can  be  yours  as  well  through  the 
World  Coin  Collection  Portfolio  Program.  Please 
see  our  advertisement  for  the  WCCPP  elsewhere 
in  this  issue  for  more  details  on  how  you  can 
become  a  part  of  this  exciting  coin  program. 

Well,  friends,  the  world  awaits  you  in  the 
following  listings.  Copper,  silver,  and  gold  coins 
and  tokens  are  listed  in  this  issue  of  the  RCR,  all 
hand-selected  for  their  beauty,  romance,  and 
value.  Of  particular  interest  to  collectors  of 
United  States  issues  are  the  sections  on  Mexico 
and  other  Spanish  Colonial  issues  that  tie  in  di¬ 
rectly  to  U.S  history,  both  numismatically  and 
historically.  We  feature  a  fine  selection  of  Pillar 
dollars,  “the  coins  of  our  nation’s  founders,”  as 


the  Guide  Book  calls  them,  as  well  as  other 
“pieces  of  eight”  and  gold  doubloons.  We  antici¬ 
pate  strong  activity  here  in  our  World  Coin 
Gallery,  and  we  hope  you’ll  join  us  in  our  maiden 
voyage  of  discovery  of  coins  of  the  world. 

COINS  OF  THE 
ANCIENT  WORLD 

Ancient  Greece.  Macedonia.  Alexander  III  “the 
Great”  (336-323  B.C.).  AR  tetradrachm. 
Sear-6721.  About  Very  Fine.  Even  silver 
gray.  Choice  for  the  grade  with  no  problems 
to  note,  and  centered  such  that  the  full  por¬ 
trait  of  Alexander  as  Hercules  and  his  name 
on  the  reverse  are  on  the  planchet.  A  worthy 
specimen  of  this  popular  large  silver  coin  of 

Alexander  the  Great . 289 

Ancient  Greece.  Sicily,  Syracuse.  (310-305 
B.C.)  AR  tetradrachm.  As  SNG  ANS  637, 
Ierardi  (AJN  7-8)  48.  Extremely  Fine.  Pleas¬ 
ing  silver  gray  with  much  lustre  remaining. 
Immense  eye  appeal.  One  of  the  pinnacles  of 
Greek  coinage  art,  the  Syracusan 
tetradrachms  of  Agathocles  (317-289  B.C.) 
feature  Arethusa  on  the  obverse  surrounded 
hy  three  dolphins  and  the  reverse  shows  the 
classic  quadriga,  or  chariot  drawn  by  four 
horses,  with  a  triskeles  above  (also  used  on  the 
coinage  of  the  Isle  of  Man)  and  the  Greek  ren¬ 
dering  of  Syracuse  below  the  exergual  line.  A 
coin  such  as  this  is  as  much  ancient  art  as  it  is 
monetary  utensil  and  is  truly  a  delight  to  be¬ 
hold.  The  slightly  earlier  Syracusan 
decadrachm  are  one  of  the  most  famous  an¬ 
cient  coins  and  are  typically  in  the  six  figure 
range.  This  gorgeous  tetradrachm  is  ...  2,149 
Egypt,  under  Rome.  Antoninus  Pius  (138-161 
A.D.).  Year  13  (149-50  A.D.)  AE  drachm. 
Milne  2062.  Very  Good.  Medium  brown 
with  olive  highlights.  Evenly  worn  and  well- 
circulated,  but  the  bust  of  Antoninus  Pius  re¬ 
mains  bold  and  the  all-important  reverse  type 
is  well-detailed.  This  fascinating  bronze  from 
Roman  Egypt  shows  the  god  Nilus,  the  god  of 
the  Nile,  shown  with  a  crocodile!  Even  in  the 
2nd  century  A.D.,  Egypt  was  best  known  for  its 
river  and  her  crocodiles.  This  coin  shows  Nilus 
receiving  a  wreath  from  a  tiny  genius  w'ho 


stands  on  his  chest.  A  delightful  coin  from 
ancient  Egypt  for  only  .  239 


Roman  Republic.  (82  B.C.)  AR  serrate  de¬ 
narius.  Sear  Mamilia  6.  Very  Fine.  Obverse 
shows  Mercury  to  the  right,  reverse  depicts 
Ulysses  (or  more  classically,  Odysseus;  his 
name  is  the  root  source  of  the  English  word 
“odyssey”)  and  his  dog,  looking  upwards  and 
wagging  his  tail  in  recognition  of  his  master. 
Alas,  the  poor  faithful  hound  dropped  dead 
from  sheer  joy  after  laying  eyes  on  his  be¬ 
loved  master  for  the  first  time  in  nearly  a 
decade!  A  marvelous  connection  to  one  of 
the  classics  of  ancient  literature,  sure  to  de¬ 
light  the  student  or  avid  reader .  219 

Rome.  Empire.  Caligula  (37-41  A.D.).  AE  as. 
S-616.  Very  Fine.  Choice  dark  brown  patina. 
Boldly  struck  and  well  centered,  w'ith  full  ob¬ 
verse  legends.  Caius  Caesar  is  better  known  as 
Caligula  after  the  “caliga”  or  half-boot  he  wore 
as  part  of  his  military  uniform  when  only  a 
child.  As  an  emperor,  his  debauchery  became 
well-known  and  he  named  his  horse  to  the 
Roman  Senate,  and  he  was  murdered  on  Janu¬ 
ary  24, 41  A.D.  This  as  shows  a  handsome  bust 
of  Caligula  on  the  obverse  and  a  seared  depic¬ 
tion  of  Vesta,  the  goddess  of  family  and  do¬ 
mestic  life.  One  of  the  most  popular  of  the 

Twelve  Caesars . 439 

Rome.  Empire.  Vespasian  (69-79  A.D.).  (76 
A.D.)  AE  as.  RIC-583a.  Very  Fine.  Choice 
and  glossy  emerald  green  patina  gives  this 
coin  impressive  visual  appeal.  An  expressive 
portrait  of  Vespasian  is  on  the  obverse,  while 
a  standing  Spes,  goddess  of  hope,  is  on  the 
reverse.  Vespasian  rose  to  power  after  his  suc¬ 
cesses  in  Judea  during  the  First  Revolt, 
ending  the  Civil  Wars  that  saw  three  d if- 
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ferent  men  as  emperor  in  69  A.D.  before  he 
was  proclaimed  emperor.  He  ruled  for  a  de¬ 
cade  betore  his  elder  son  Titus  took  the 
throne  at  the  time  of  his  death.  A  lovely 
piece  of  Roman  bronze  certain  to  delight 

any  collector . 479 

Rome.  Empire.  Trajan  (98-1 17  A.D.).  ( 103-1 1 1 
A.D.)  AR  denarius.  RSC-537.  About  Very 
Fine.  Dusky  silver  gray.  Well-centered  with 
a  good  style  portrait  of  Trajan,  under  whose 
administration  the  Roman  Empire  reached 
its  largest  extent.  This  type  noted  Trajan’s 
victories  in  Germany  and  Dacia,  and  it  de¬ 
picts  a  captive  seated  under  a  military  trophy 
on  the  reverse . 69 

World  Copper 
Coins 

AUSTRIA 

1800- A  one  kreuzer.  KM-2  111.  MS-63  RB.  Lots 
of  bright  mint  color  dominates  this  delight¬ 
ful  copper.  Some  central  planchet  flaws  are 
typical  of  the  issue . 35 

Great  Britain  —  England 

Charles  I  (1625-1649)  Rose  farthing.  Peck-323. 
VF-20.  Single  Rose  type,  transitional  muling. 
Mullet  /  crescent  mintmark.  Olive-brown 
with  some  natural  edge  roughness,  as  struck. 
Well-centered  with  full  legends  and  design 
details.  A  very  rare  issue  with  a  price  that  says 

otherwise .  79 

William  and  Mary  (1688-1694).  1694  half¬ 
penny.  KM-475.3.  EF-40.  Chocolate  brown. 
A  few  tiny  areas  of  porosity  are  present,  as 
virtually  always  seen  for  the  issue,  but  much 
sharper  than  the  date  is  typically  found. 
Struck  from  clashed  dies.  Second  N  in  BRI¬ 
TANNIA  sharply  double  punched.  Rare  so 
fine,  yet  priced  below  the  Krause-Mishler  EF 
level.  Just  one  available,  so  call  quickly! 399 
George  I  (1714-1727).  1717  halfpenny.  KM- 
549,  the  “Dump”  issue.  VF-25.  Glossy 
mottled  medium  brown  with  a  well-centered 
and  sharp  strike.  Choice  in  all  respects  and  a 

bargain  at . 99 

George  I.  1718  halfpenny.  KM- 549,  the  “Dump 
issue.  VF-20.  Nice  dark  chocolate  brown 
with  hard  and  smooth  surfaces.  A  die  break, 
somewhat  like  the  “mouse”  break  on  1817 
large  cents,  give  George  the  appearance  of 
having  a  goatee.  A  nice  example  of  the  date 

or  type . 99 

George  II  (1727-1760).  1752  halfpenny.  KM- 
579.2.  AU-58.  Many  would  call  this  choco¬ 
late  brown  beauty  Mint  State!  Glossy  with 
traces  of  red  in  the  recessed  areas.  Sharply 

struck  and  impressive  to  behold .  329 

George  II.  175)  halfpenny.  KM-579.2.  AU-58. 
Another  impressive  Clipper  <  if  Get  >rge  II.  Glossy 


medium  tan  with  lustrous  surfaces  that  are  es¬ 
sentially  devoid  of  marks.  This  is  what  choice 

18th-century  copper  is  all  about!  .  329 

George  II.  1754  halfpenny.  KM-579.2.  AU-58. 
Yet  another  high-quality  British  copper.  Rich, 
deep  tan  surfaces  show  plenty  of  lustre  and 
gloss.  With  three  beautiful  AU-58  George  II 
coppers  to  choose  from,  you  can’t  go  wrong. 

Why  not  start  a  date  set  right  now? . 329 

George  III  (1760-1820).  1773  farthing.  KM-602. 
VF-30.  Pleasing  glossy  medium  brown  with 
nice  eye  appeal.  A  single  tiny  spot  of  verdi¬ 
gris  blends  into  the  obverse  legend.  Struck 
from  regal  dies,  though  imitations  of  this  date 
are  common.  A  delightful  farthing  from  the 

year  of  the  Boston  Tea  Party  for  only . 69 

George  III.  1797  twopence.  KM-619,  the  “Cart¬ 
wheel.”  EF-45.  Choice  medium  brown.  The 
surfaces  are  immaculate  for  the  grade,  and  the 
rims  are  as  nice  as  ever  found  on  this  issue  that 
is  typically  plagued  by  heavy  rim  bumps.  A 
high  quality  specimen  of  this  famous  emission 
of  Matthew  Boulton’s  mint,  one  of  the  great 

pioneers  of  coining  technology .  119 

Victoria.  1866  1/3  farthing.  KM-750.  MS-64 
RD.  Full  mint  color  with  immense  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Some  planchet  depressions  are  present, 
as  struck.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  this  bizarre 
denomination,  struck  for  circulation  in 

Malta . 49 

Victoria.  1863  penny.  KM-749.2.  MS-63  RB. 
Frosty  and  lustrous  with  subdued  fiery  red 
surfaces.  A  sharp  and  appealing  coin  in  all 

respects . 99 

Victoria.  1866  penny.  KM-749.2.  MS-63  RB. 
Splashes  of  warm  mint  red  on  lustrous  sur¬ 


faces.  A  truly  delightful  coin  for  the  grade.  A 
natural  planchet  flaw,  as  struck,  can  be  seen 
on  the  reverse  rim  at  8:00,  but  it  does  not 
detract  in  the  least  from  the  overall  quality  of 
this  lovely  copper  (with  our  30-day  return 

policy,  how  can  you  lose?) . 99 

Victoria.  1876-H  penny.  Large  Date.  KM-755. 
MS-63  RB.  A  satiny,  frosty  beauty  from 
England’s  Heaton  Mint.  Even  but  lightly  sub¬ 
dued  red  on  both  sides.  Decidedly  choice  for 

the  grade . 99 

Victoria.  1897  penny.  Veiled  Head.  KM.-790. 
MS-64  RD.  A  lovely  penny  with  strong  lus¬ 
tre  on  frosty  surfaces . 29 

Great  Britain  -  Ireland 

George  III.  1806  farthing.  KM- 146b.  Proof-63 
BN.  Pleasing  chestnut  surfaces  and  a  bold 
strike  assure  the  appeal  of  this  delightful  Irish 
farthing . 219 

Great  Britain  -  Tokens 


1794  Daniel  Eccleston  halfpenny.  D&.H-57, 
Lancashire.  MS-63  BN.  Prooflike  dark 
chocolate  brown.  Daniel  Eccleston  regularly 
corresponded  with  Thomas  Jefferson  and  is 
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responsible  tor  the  famous  1805  Washington 
medal  which  hears  his  name.  A  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  popular  Conder  token.  125 

Lundy  Island 

1929  half  puffin.  KM-Tn  1.  MS-64  RD.  A 

bright  and  beautiful  token,  issued  by  Martin 
Coles  Harmon,  private  owner  of  Lundy  Is¬ 
land  at  the  rime  of  issue.  Lettered  edge  reads: 
LUNDY  LIGHTS  AND  LEADS.  The  re¬ 
verse  of  this  popular  token  shows  the  head  of 
a  puffin,  a  local  parrot-like  bird.  Interesting 
and  priced  right  at . 30 

PHILI  ppines 

1903  halt  centavo.  KM-162.  Struck  under 
United  States  occupation.  MS-63  RB.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  and  rose  with  lots  of  mint  color. 
Lustrous  and  attractive.  1903  was  the  first 
year  of  issue  for  these  Philippines-United 
States  coins,  forgotten  by  many  American 
collectors  but  listed  in  the  Red  Book  none¬ 
theless.  Such  pieces  are  quite  undervalued 
compared  to  other  United  States  pieces  of 
the  period.  Perhaps  you’ll  start  collecting 
them  soon  as  an  addition  to  your  US  coin 
holdings? .  19 


1903  centavo.  KM-163.  Struck  under  United 
States  occupation.  MS-63  RB.  Fully  lustrous 
with  lots  of  mint  color.  An  appealing  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  first  centavo  after  the  United 
States  took  control  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
following  the  Spanish-American  War  ...  25 

RUSSIA _ 

1727  5  kopecks.  KM- 179.  KA  mint.  F-12. 
Mottled  medium  and  darker  brown  on 
smooth  surfaces.  Very  attractive  for  the 
grade,  a  worthwhile  specimen  of  this  scarce 

issue .  159 

1 765  2  kopecks.  KM-58.6.  St.  Petersburg  mint.  F- 
15.  Pleasing  medium  brown.  A  few  tiny  rim 
flaws  and  typical  scattered  pits  do  not  detract 
from  this  piece’s  eye  appeal.  A  nice  piece  of 
Russian  copper  from  Catherine  the  Great.  39 
1790/89  5  kopecks.  KM-59.3.  Ekaterinburg  mint. 
EF-40.  Medium  brown  with  some  golden  high¬ 
lights.  A  well-detailed  and  very  sharp  specimen 
of  this  large  copper  type  coin,  with  an  overdate 
unlisted  in  KM  for  added  interest.  A  few  years 
ago,  before  a  substantial  hoard  of  these  pieces 
appeared,  this  specimen  would  have  cost  mul¬ 
tiples  of  our  price  in  such  a  fine  state  of  preser¬ 
vation.  No  undertype  is  visible .  69 


Russia  -  USSR 


1924  3  kopeck.  KM-78.  Plain  edge.  MS-63 
RB.  Fully  lustrous  with  plentiful  mint  color 
and  sedate  pale  blue  highlights.  A  beautiful 
specimen  from  the  first  year  of  this  unusual 
denomination .  79 

Sierra  leone 

1791  cent.  KM-1 .  Proof-63  (PCI).  Reflective 
dark  chocolate  brown  and  steel  with  some 
remaining  mint  color  in  protected  parts  of 
the  design.  This  issue  deserves  a  special  foot¬ 
note  in  American  history  as  the  first  “cent” 
coins  outside  of  Massachusetts,  even  before 
the  U.S.  Mint  ever  coined  a  cent.  Sierra 
Leone  was  founded  in  1787  by  English  forces 
interested  in  resettling  freed  slaves  to  Africa 
(a  similar  American  organization  founded 
Liberia)  and  equally  interested  in  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  Sierra  Leone’s  plentiful  natural 
resources.  The  capitol  at  Freetown  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1788  but  not  permanently  settled 
until  1 794-  This  coin  shows  a  lion  ready  to 
leap  on  the  obverse  with  the  legend  SIERRA 
LEONE  COMPANY  AFRICA  while  the 
reverse  shows  two  hands  shaking  with  the 
denomination  and  date .  249 

World  Silver 
Coins 

Argentina 

Republic.  1825  BAs  two  soles.  KM-18.  EF-45.  Rich 
silver  gray  with  some  golden  iridescence. 
Some  lustre  remains,  and  the  visual  appeal  is 
excellent.  A  tiny  mint-made  rim  notch  is 
present  at  3:00.  A  most  appealing  specimen  of 
the  popular  “Sunface”  type .  199 

AUSTRIA 

Austrian  States  —  Olmutz ■  1725  thaler.  KM-1 33, 
Davenport- 12 18.  AU-50.  Old  toning  in  hues 
of  gold  and  rose  on  deep  silver  gray  surfaces. 
Outstanding  eye  appeal,  with  much  lustre 
still  remaining.  This  handsome  thaler  was 
issued  by  Wolfgang  Hannibal  von 
Schrattenbach  in  what  was  then  the  capital 
of  Moravia  (now  the  Czech  Republic).  A 
very  high  quality  coin . 795 

1860-A  florin.  KM-2219.  MS-63.  Intense  cart¬ 
wheel  lustre  on  prooflike  surfaces.  A  touch  of 


golden  toning  is  noted  at  the  rims.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  coin  and  an  excellent  value . 29 

Bolivia 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  ( 1  575-79)  two  reales. 
Philip  11,  first  peruxl.  EF-40.  Silver  gray  with 
some  darker  toning.  Very  choice  and  lovely  to 
behold,  struck  on  a  nearly  round  planchet  and 
nicely  detailed  throughout.  The  mintmark 
and  assayer  are  hold,  which  makes  this  piece 
datable  to  the  1 575-1579  peruxl  when  Assayer 
B  was  in  his  first  peruxl,  and  the  name  Philip 
may  also  be  seen  at  the  rim.  An  extremely 
high  quality  cob  two  reales  from  the  earliest 

era  of  the  Potosi  Mint . 289 

The  mint  at  Potosi  was  founded  in  1 574  near  one 
of  the  richest  veins  of  silver  ever  discovered.  It  struck 
cobs  until  1773,  making  it  the  longest-running  pro¬ 
ducer  of  these  crude  hut  endearing  coins. 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  (161 8-22 )T  four 
reales.  KM-9.5.  EF-45.  Attractive  pewter 
gray.  Exceptional  strike  and  eye  appeal, 
with  no  loss  of  detail  among  design  ele¬ 
ments  present  on  the  planchet.  The  assayer 
T  is  bold,  though  no  date  is  present.  This 
is  the  scarcest  denomination  of  cob  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  is  always  in  demand  in  such  qual¬ 
ity  as  this . 379 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  1654  E  eight  reales. 
KM-21.  VF-25.  Pleasing  silver  gray  with 
golden  toning.  This  piece  is  special  not  only 
for  its  three  assayers  and  plain  date,  hut  for  its 
most  unusual  planchet.  This  planchet  style, 
thin  and  broad  as  it  is,  suggests  a  Mexico  cob 
much  more  than  the  usually  small  and  thick 
Potosi  cobs  from  this  period.  This  broad  eight 
reales  will  appeal  to  the  connoisseur  or  the 
student  of  the  series  who  realizes  the  rarity  of 
a  piece  like  this  from  the  Potosi  mint. ..  289 
Spanish  Colonial  Potosi.  1681  1/4  real.  KM-22.  F- 
1  5.  Pewter  gray  with  golden  overtones.  The 
date  is  complete  and  bold  and  the  eye  appeal 
is  very  nice .  . 79 

In  Pennsylvania,  whose  patent  was  issued  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Penn  the  year  this  piece  was  struck,  this  little  half 
real  would  be  called  a  “fip,”  short  for  “five-penny”  for 
this  6- 1  /4  cent  piece’s  value  in  Pennsylvania  currency. 

Spanish  Colonial  Potosi.  1684  V  one  real.  KM-23. 
VF-25.  Dark  pewter  gray  with  some  lighter 
highlights.  Appealing  oval  shape  and  nice 
firm  strike,  which  has  left  a  clear  “84"  date 
and  three  appearances  of  the  V  assayer  sym¬ 
bol,  which  is  scarcer  than  the  VR  assayer  for 
the  same  year.  Struck  in  the  familiar  pillars 
and  waves  style,  a  design  featuring  a  stylized 
Pillars  of  Hercules  (or  Gibraltar)  that  was 

also  used  at  the  Lima  Mint .  1  59 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  1687  VR  two  reales. 
KM-24-  VF-30.  Dark  pewter  gray  on  a  nice 
broad  planchet.  Two  dares  and  two  assayers 
are  visible,  though  the  reverse  is  slightly 
rough.  A  highly  appealing  specimen  of  the 
type  or  mint  that  any  collector  would  be 
pleased  to  own .  239 
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Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  proudly  presents  our  latest 

Collection  Portfolio  Program: 


Silver  Crowns  and  Thalers  of  the  World 


Attention  present  and  future  world  coin 
collectors!  What  better  way  could  there  pos¬ 
sibly  he  to  build — or  add  to — a  collection  of 
beautiful  world  coins  than  through  our  Co//ec- 
tion  Portfolio  Program ?  And  what  more  popu¬ 
lar  place  could  there  be  to  start  a  collection  of 
world  coins  than  with  large  silver  thalers  and 
crowns  of  the  world?  The  thalers  of  Europe, 
large  and  beautiful  coins,  were  the  world’s  first 
silver  dollars!  We  will  concentrate  on  attrac¬ 
tive  VF  or  finer  issues  from  the  15th  through  17th 
centuries,  or  later  if  you  so  desire.  World  crowns  will 
mainly  include  18th,  19th,  and  20th-century  issues, 
chosen  for  beauty  and  value.  As  always,  our  CPP 
customers  will  get  “first  shot”  at  all  our  latest  purchases, 
making  for  an  attractive  collection  that  will  blossom 
month  by  month  into  a  truly  “world-class”  collection. 

Historically  speaking,  America’s  most  popular  coin, 

and  easily  one  of  the  most  popular  of  all  coins  handled 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  is  the  Morgan  dollar. 
Why  mention  the  historical  Morgan  dollar  here?  Be¬ 
cause  the  Morgan  dollar  is  one  of  the  most  popular  of 
all  world  crowns,  and  also  the  direct  descendant  of  the 
early  thalers  of  Austria,  the  very  same  coins  we  offer 
you  in  our  newest  CPP  program! 

Now,  for  the  first  time,  thalers  or  crowns,  or  just  about 
any  other  world  coins  that  catch  your  collecting  interest 
for  that  matter,  can  be  yours  through  our  new  world  coin 
Collection  Portfolio  Program.  Our  buyers  have  been  search¬ 
ing  coin  shows  and  bourse  floors  across  the  country  for 
decades,  finding  those  U.S.  coins  that  are  j  ust  right  for  you. 
Now,  those  same  trusted  buyers  are  expanding  their  hori¬ 
zons  to  bring  you  exotic,  rare,  and  beautiful  coins  from 
across  the  ages  and  from  the  four  comers  of  the  globe. 

Don’t  limit  yourself  to  thalers  and  crowns  by  any 
means.  You  may  already  have  a  collection  of  world 
coins  that  you  would  like  to  add  to.  Perhaps  you  enjoy 
early  copper  halfpennies  of  Great  Britain  or  Greek 
tetradrachms  or  silver  Roman  denarii.  Whatever  your 
specialty  or  whatever  the  era,  the  new  World  Crowns 
and  Thalers  program  can  help  you  find  new  and  excit¬ 
ing  additions  to  your  collection.  How  can  you  lose? 

Meet  our  team: 

Frank  Van  Valen,  Professional  Numismatist  at  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  since  1987,  is  an  award  winning  author 
and  a  contributor  to  the  Guide  Book  since  1 990.  He  has 
lent  his  considerable  numismatic  talents  to  all  of  our 
catalogues  and  publications,  including  his  many  spe¬ 
cialized  sales  and  purchases  of  world  coins.  A  collector 


of  world  and  U.S.  coins  since  1961,  he  spe¬ 
cializes  in  tokens  and  coppers  of  Great  Brit¬ 
ain,  and  has  a  love  for  all  coinage  of  the 
Spanish  New  World.  He  is  also  known  as 
“The  Coin  Guy”  on  our  internet  site,  where 
he  fields  hundreds  of  questions  per  week. 
Frank  also  serves  as  one  of  our  company 
auctioneers,  and  is  a  noted  numismatic  speaker 
at  the  local,  regional,  and  national  level. 

John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr., 

the  newest  member  of  our  numis¬ 
matic  staff,  specializes  in  early  fed¬ 
eral  and  pre-federal  issues  of  the 
United  States  and  coins  of  the  world 
from  1650-1850,  with  a  special  in¬ 
terest  in  the  coins  of  Imperial  Brazil, 

France  under  Fouis  XIV  and  Fouis 
XV,  and  18th-century  Great  Britain. 

John  has  spoken  and  exhibited  ex¬ 
tensively  on  coins  of  the  modern  and  ancient  world,  and 
he  is  a  regular  and  popular  instructor  at  the  annual  ANA 
Summer  Seminar  in  Colorado  Springs. 

Here  is  what  you  will  receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You  and 
your  family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and  will  be  proud  to  own, 
study,  and  display  them. 

And,  here’s  an  additional  attraction  for  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  members:  Each  coin  will  be  invoiced  at 
a  special  4%  discount  from  our  regular  list  price! 

Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Frank  or  John  at  1-800-222-5993  with 
credit  card  in  hand.  Fet  us  know  your  collecting  inter¬ 
ests,  the  amount  you  would  like  to  spend  each  month 
(minimum:  $100,  $500  for  gold  coins),  and  the  grades 
you  would  like  to  collect.  Your  first  shipment  of  beau¬ 
tiful  coins  will  be  in  your  mailbox  before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to  change  the 
grade  you  desire,  your  monthly  payment,  or  the  series  you 
collect. 

Jump  Start  Special  Offers: 

It’s  easy  to  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collection.  Simply 
decide  what  series  you  would  like  to  collect.  Then  let  Frank 
or  John  hand  select  $500  list  price  in  coins  for  you  and  pay 
only  $450.  Or,  select  $  1 ,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only 
$900.  Get  a  giant  leap  on  your  collection  by  ordering 
$5,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only  $4500!!!  These 
special  offers  are  good  for  your  first  month’s  selection  only. 


Frank  VanValen 


Bowers  and  merena  Galleries 
Brings  you  the  World 

- •  CONTEST  • - 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  bringing  the  wonder¬ 
ful  world  of  world  coins  to  you,  and  we’d  like  to  know 
“what  in  the  world"  you  collect! 

Over  the  years,  many  of  our  long-time  customers 
and  friends  have  asked  us  repeatedly:  “Why  doesn’t 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  buy  and  sell  world  coins 
from  your  inventory?  After  all,  you  do  include  them  in 
your  auctions.”  We  recently  asked  ourselves  the  same 
question,  and  realized  what  a  great  question  it  was.  So 
great,  in  fact,  that  we  couldn’t  come  up  with  a  suitable 
answer! 

Here’s  where  you,  our  coin  collecting  friends,  come 
in.  Simply  fill  out  the  questionnaire  below — don’t 
forget  the  essay  portion — and  join  in  on  the  fun.  And 
along  the  way,  you  may  just  win  a  beautiful  19th  or 
20th-century  silver  world  crown. 

Here’s  all  you  have  to  do.  Let  us  know  what  area  of 
world  coins  draws  your  collecting  interest.  Are  you  a 
collector  of  ancient  coins  of  Greece  or  Rome?  Do  you 
enjoy  the  beauty  of  a  chocolate-brown  English  halfpenny 
of  George  III?  How  about  the  history  and  romance  of 


16th-century  European  thalers?  Perhaps  your  specialty  is 
gold  coins  of  the  Napoleanic  era,  or  copper  coins  of  the 
Czars  and  Czarinas  of  Russia.  Whatever  your  world  coin 
collecting  interests,  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  wants 
to  help  you  collect  the  world. 

Back  to  the  contest.  The  first  three  entries  we  receive 
here  in  Wolfeboro  will  each  receive  a  20th-century  silver 
crown,  date  and  country  of  our  choice,  but  guaranteed  to 
be  beautiful  and  collectable!  In  addition,  the  staff  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  will  choose  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  of  the  responses  to  the  essay  portion  of  the  question¬ 
naire,  and  that  person  will  receive  a  beautiful  1 9th-century 
silver  crown! 

Everyone  loves  a  contest,  especially  one  with  great 
prizes.  Here’s  your  chance  to  earn  a  great  numismatic 
prize  for  your  collection,  and  a  chance  to  put  in  your  “dos 
centavos”  where  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  con¬ 
cerned.  We  look  forward  to  your  response! 

The  world  is  at  your  f  ingertips  through  the  new  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  World  Coin  Department,  so  come 
and  explore  the  world! 


World  Coin  Questionnaire: 


Name: 


Phone:  (  ) 


E-Mail: 


Address: 

1 .  What  percentage  of  your  numismatic  budget  goes  to  world  coins? 


2.  What  countries  do  you  specialize  in?  Feel  free  to  designate  types,  date  ranges,  and  denominations. 


3.  What  price  range  do  your  world  coin  purchases  generally  fall  in?  □Under  $100  □  $100  to  $250  □  $250  to  $500  □Over  $500. 

4.  Would  you  like  us  to  send  you  information  on  our  W orld  Coin  Collection  Portfolio  Program!  □  \es  □  No 

5.  What  about  ancient  coins?  Do  you  collect  Greek  or  Roman  coins,  or  some  other  specialty? _ 


6.  Easy  Essay  question.  In  1 00  words  or  less  on  a  seperate  piece  of  paper,  tell  us:  What  is  the  most  important  thing  that  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  can  do  to  help  you  build  a  meaningful  collection  of  world  coins? 


Coins  of  the  World  for  Sale 


Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  1763  V  eight  reales. 
KM-45.  F-15.Th  is  piece  is  a  perfect  contrast 
to  the  1654  eight  reales  above,  struck  on  the 
typical  small  and  thick  Potosi  planchet.  Cen¬ 
tral  design  details  are  hold  including  the  clear 
“763”  date  on  the  obverse.  This  piece 
emerged  smooth  and  attractive  from  its  ten¬ 
ure  in  circulation,  and  it  represents  an  excel¬ 
lent  value  at . 209 

Spanish  Colonial.  Potosi.  1808  PJ  1/2  real.  KM-69. 
AU-58.  Lustrous  rich  silver  gray  with  some 
light  rose  iridescence.  Full  of  eye  appeal,  a 
delightful  “half  bit.” .  109 

Republic.  1830  JL  1/2  sol.  KM-93.2a.  VF-20.  Sil¬ 
ver  gray  with  some  darker  highlights.  Nicely 
detailed  for  the  assigned  grade.  Bolivia  threw 
off  its  Spanish  conquerors  in  1825  with  the 
help  of  Simon  Bolivar,  who  is  depicted  on 
the  reverse .  12 

_  China 

Republic.  1934  dollar.  KM-345.  MS-60.  Lustrous 
silver  gray  with  a  hint  of  golden  toning.  A 
good-looking  example  of  the  popular  “Junk” 
dollar  (so-called  for  the  junk,  or  family  boat 
featured  as  the  design) . 29 

France 

AR  1694  jeton.  “Comitia  Burgundia.”  VF  or  so. 
We  recently  were  able  to  purchase  a  small 
group  of  these  jetons,  which  depict  a  large  ship 
on  one  side  and  the  shield  of  Burgundy  on  the 
other.  Each  is  struck  in  silver.  Each  is . 69 


AR  1817  medalet.  Klippe,  or  squared.  EF- 

40.  Struck  to  commemorate  the  300th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  founding  of  Strassbourg, 
featuring  the  legend  POST  TENEBRAS 
LUX  or  “After  darkness,  light.”  A  fascinat¬ 
ing  little  square  (or  diamond-shaped?) 
piece  of  silver .  1 79 


German  States 


Brandenburg- Prussia.  1683  HS  6  groschen.  KM- 
429.  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  bright  silver  gray. 
While  this  issue  is  not  uncommon,  it  is  un¬ 
usual  to  see  one  in  this  splendid  condition. 
Struck  in  Konigsberg .  109 


Ml 


Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel.  1676  24  marien- 
groschen.  KM-5 16.  EF-40.  Olive  gray  with 
old  toning  in  shades  of  gold  and  rose.  Well 
struck  and  extremely  appealing.  This  is  a 
very  pleasing  specimen  of  the  popular 
“Wildman”  type,  whose  designs  were  in¬ 
spired  by  German  folk  tales  of  men  from  the 
forest.  This  piece  will  find  a  new  and  happy 

home  quickly  at . 209 

Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel.  1690  24  marien- 
groschen.  KM-559.  VF-25.  Perhaps  techni¬ 
cally  finer,  hut  somewhat  softly  struck. 
Lustrous  residue  of  gold,  rose,  and  violet  is 
still  present  in  protected  areas  and  contrasts 
nicely  with  the  pewter  gray  fields.  Choice  for 
the  grade  and  worthy  of  inclusion  in  any  col¬ 
lection  as  a  representative  of  the  Wildman 
type .  179 


N urnberg.  1768  SR  thaler.  KM-350,  D-2494. 
EF-40.  Deep  olive  gray  with  golden  high¬ 
lights.  Superb  eye  appeal.  This  is  a  very  nice 
“City  View”  thaler,  with  a  depiction  of  the 
skyline  (much  of  which  was  since  destroyed 
in  World  War  11)  and  the  Pegnitz  River.  A 

delightful  piece . 529 

Saxony.  1600  thaler.  D-9820.  VF-30.  Pleasing 
pewter  gray  with  golden  highlights.  Soundly 
struck  and  well-detailed.  This  type  shows  the 
electors  Christian  II,  Johann  Georg,  and 
Augustus,  the  “Three  Brothers,”  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  who  controlled  Saxony  as  the  Protes- 
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tant  Reformation  became  more  than  just  a 
local  movement.  Johann  Georg  reigned 
throughout  the  Thirty  Years  War,  though  he 
is  depicted  as  just  a  hoy  on  this  type .  275 

Great  Britain  -  England 

Aethelred  II  (978-1016).  (1009-1017)  penny. 
Winchester  Mint.  North-777.  EF-45.  Deep 
silver  gray  with  impressive  highlights  of 
rose,  gold,  and  green.  Some  residual  lustre 
is  present.  Boldly  struck  with  the  portrait 
of  Aethelred  and  peripheral  legends*  still 
bold.  This  piece  was  once  bent,  now 
straightened  with  no  loss  of  detail.  A  desir¬ 
able  specimen . 239 


Elizabeth  (1558-1603).  Fourth  issue  (1578- 
1582)  penny.  Seaby-2575.  VF-20.  Even 
pewter  gray  with  excellent  eye  appeal.  Nice 
hold  portrait  of  Elizabeth  and  much  of  the 
legends  still  present.  Struck  when  the  Bard 
was  an  adolescent  and  Drake  was  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  circumnavigating  the  globe.  A  lovely 
specimen  for  only .  149 


Elizabeth.  1575  sixpence.  S-2563.  VF-30.  Pale 
silver  gray.  Exceptional  eye  appeal  for  the 
grade  and  a  hold  strike,  with  all  legends 
present  and  the  expressive  portrait  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  well-detailed.  A  very  desirable 
unclipped  specimen . 399 

Charles  I  (1625-1649).  Penny  (1625-1642). 
KM-80.1,  S-2832.  Tower  Mint.  F-12.  Pewter 
gray  with  darker  gray  and  golden  highlights. 
CAROLUS  is  very  bold  and  the  portrait  and 
denomination  are  still  present,  as  is  the  cen¬ 
tral  reverse  devices.  Worn,  but  attractive  and 
affordable  at .  29 

Much  was  happening  in  the  American  colonies 
when  pennies  like  this  were  the  coin  of  the  realm.  John 
Winthrop  arrived  at  Salem,  Massachusetts  and  began 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  colony,  Rhode  Island  was 
founded  by  some  Massachusetts  expatriates,  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  settlers  were  moving  up  the  James  River.  It  is  easy 
to  think  of  “colonial  America”  in  essentialized  ISth 
century  terms,  but  more  of  America's  colonial  history 
took  place  in  the  1 7th  century  than  the  1 8th! 

Charles  1.  Pattern  half  groat  by  Briot.  FI  DEI 
DEFENSOR.  VF-20.  Medium  golden  gray 
with  rich  iridescent  gold  highlights.  Nicely 
centered  with  strong  design  elements  tor  the 
grade.  Scarce  and  important .  199 


88 
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Charles  II  ( 1660-1685).  1665  AR  pattern  far¬ 
thing.  Peck-407.  AU-50.  Silver  gray  with 
subtle  highlights  of  rose  and  blue  and  much 
remaining  lustre.  Quite  different  from  the 
circulation  dies.  Peck  terms  this  variety  “very 
scarce,"  but  this  pleasing  specimen  is  quite 

reasonably  priced  at . 399 

William  111  (1694-1702).  ( 1689-92)  Coronation 
jeton  or  “sixpence.”  Mitchener-4940.  EF-40. 
Lustrous  and  attractive  silver  gray  with  some 
reflectivity  remaining  in  protected  areas. 
This  piece  is  considered  a  “Royalist  medalet” 
by  Mitchener  and  features  a  bust  of  William 
111  on  the  obverse  with  a  sunburst  and  the 
legend  NON  DEVIO  on  the  reverse,  suggest¬ 
ing  that  William’s  reign  will  be  a  steady  one. 

An  attractive  and  interesting  item .  169 

William  III.  1697  B  sixpence.  KM-484.9.  Bristol 
Mint.  EF-45  (NGC).  Lustrous  pewter  gray 
with  blue  and  gold  highlights.  Well  struck 
with  impressive  eye  appeal.  Well  done  por¬ 
trait  of  William  remains  very  sharp.  A  pre¬ 
mium  quality  piece  for  the  grade .  219 


Anne  (1702-1714).  1713  half  crown.  KM- 
525.1.  EF-40.  What  a  beauty!  Pewter  gray 
with  old  cabinet  toning  and  some  lustre  re¬ 
maining  in  protected  areas.  Sharply  struck 
and  devoid  of  problems.  A  die  flaw  may  be 
seen  before  Anne’s  eye  in  the  left  obverse 
field.  A  very  handsome  specimen  of  the  type, 

which  is  scarcely  found  much  finer .  499 

Anne.  1703  crown.  KM-519.1.  VG-8.  Light 
golden  toning  on  silver  gray  surfaces.  Evenly 
worn  but  never  abused.  The  VIGO  type  was 
struck  in  commemoration  of  the  defeat  of  the 
Spanish  at  Vigo  Bay,  Spain  on  October  11, 
1702,  which  allowed  the  English  to  take  al¬ 
most  one  million  pounds  in  silver.  This 
crown  notes  the  victory  with  the  VIGO  be¬ 
low  Anne’s  bust . 329 

For  more  information  about  the  battle  at  Vigo  Bay, 
you  may  consult  our  sale  of  the  Cabinet  of  the  Lucien 
M.  LaRiviere,  Part  III,  May  2001 ,  or,  if  your  library  is  a 
good  one,  our  sale  of  the  Ezra  Cole  Collection,  January 
1986,  which  included  a  1703  Vigo  5  guineas  and  a 
detailed  description  of  the  coin  and  the  battle  which 
spawned  it. 


George  1.  1723  shilling.  KM-539.3.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  SSC  issue.  Strong  lustre  on  delight¬ 
ful  steel  gray  surfaces.  Sharply  struck.  A  soft 
natural  planchet  mark,  as  struck,  is  noted  on 
the  cheek,  otherwise  mark-free  and  thor¬ 
oughly  pleasing.  Made  from  silver  supplied  by 
the  South  Seas  Company  (SSC).  King 

George  I  never  looked  so  good! . 369 

George  I.  1723  shilling.  KM-539.3.  EF-45.  SSC 
issue.  Gold  and  rose  highlights  on  lustrous 
silver  gray  surfaces.  Very  attractive  and  full  of 
eye  appeal,  despite  a  small  area  of  striking 
weakness  near  12:00  on  the  reverse.  A  very 
desirable  example  of  this  popular  issue.  199 
George  II  (1727-1760).  1728  sixpence.  KM- 
564.3.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Roses  and  plumes 
between  shields.  Lustrous  deep  gray  with 
lighter  high  points.  A  highly  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  popular  early  issue,  free  of  all  but 
some  trivial  marks,  and  decidedly  choice  for 

the  grade.  A  good  value  at .  189 

George  11.  1758/7  sixpence.  KM-582.2.  EF-45. 
Beautiful  lustre  with  mottled  shades  of  rose, 
orange,  and  blue.  What  an  eye-appealing 
com  for  the  grade!  Choice  in  every  respect 
and  with  a  bold  overdate.  We  are  certain  this 

lovely  little  coin  won’t  last  long  at .  109 

George  II.  1737  shilling.  KM-561.5.  EF-40.  Pew¬ 
ter  gray  with  pale  blue  and  violet  highlights. 
Very  pleasing  and  decidedly  choice.  A  nice 
example  of  the  last  year  of  the  “Young  Head” 

type . 239 

George  III  ( 1 760-1820).  Silver  penny.  KM-614. 
AU-58.  Frosty  with  a  high  degree  of  lustre 
and  a  nuance  of  pale  golden  toning.  A  tiny 
bit  of  dynamite  about  the  size  of  a  U.S.  silver 
three-cent  piece,  petite  and  alluring  in  its 

charm,  and  you  can’t  beat  the  price .  39 

Victoria  (1837-1901).  1898  threepence.  KM- 
776.  MS-65  (NGC).  Full  cartwheel  lustre  on 
beautifully  toned  blue  and  rose  surfaces.  A 
most  appealing  gem  specimen  of  the  Victoria 
“old  head”  type . 75 

Guatemala 


Spanish  Colonial.  1  769  P  four  reales.  KM-26. 

F- 15-  Even  silver  gray  with  no  defects  and, 
most  notably,  unholed.  Some  details  of  this 
crudely  struck  issues  are  sharp  enough  to  lay 
claim  to  VF  status.  Slightly  misaligned  to¬ 
wards  the  bottom  of  the  obverse,  but  the  date 
and  mintmark  are  still  plain.  A  minor 


planchet  flaw  blends  in  to  the  top  of  the  re¬ 


verse.  A  very  desirable  specimen  of  this 
scarce  issue,  one  that  would  represent  this 
mintmark  well  in  a  collection  including  one 
of  each  of  the  Spanish  colonial  mints.  .319 
Spanish  Colonial.  NG  mint.  1821  M  eight  reales 
KM-69.  AU-55.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with 
prooflike  reflectivity  on  the  reverse.  Some 
abrasions  and  minor  hairlines  do  not  detract 
from  this  coin’s  notable  eye  appeal.  1 82 1  was 
the  last  year  of  this  type,  and  NG  is  one  of  the 
scarcest  mintmarks  for  those  who  assemble  a 
“type  set”  of  all  the  Spanish  colonial  mints. 
A  choice  quality  ocho  reales .  239 


Hungary 


1 659  KB  half  thaler.  KM- 1 54.  VF-20.  Pewter 
gray  and  pale  violet  with  excellent  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  This  type  features  the  young  bust  of 
Leopold  “the  Hogmouth”  of  Austria,  so- 
called  for  his  unfortunate  maxillofacial  struc¬ 
tures.  Leopold  the  Hogmouth  also  appears  on 
the  coinage  of  his  native  Austria,  though  this 
young  bust  differs  rather  notably  from  some 

of  those  depictions .  195 

1639  KB  thaler.  KM- 107,  D-3198.  EF-40.  Deep 
pewter  gray  with  excellent  visual  appeal.  A 
good-looking  specimen  of  the  type .  419 

Japan 

(1837-1854)  Tempo  era.  Silver  ichihu  gin.  KM- 
C16.  Choice  EF-45.  Lustrous  deep  gray  with 
some  lighter  highlights.  A  beautiful  coin  of 
the  type  that  was  in  circulation  in  Japan  when 
Commodore  Matthew  C.  Perry  made  his  his¬ 
toric  trip  to  Japan.  Own  a  piece  of  world  his¬ 
tory  for  the  amazingly  low  price  of  just  ....  39 
(1859-1868)  Ansei  era.  Silver  ichibu  gin.  KM- 
Cl  6a.  Choice  EF-45.  Lustrous  silver  gray 
with  strong  design  details.  Another  beauty 
from  the  Perry  era  of  Japan’s  awakening, 

yours  for  only  .  39 

1917  50  sen.  KM-31.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant 
with  resplendent  cartwheel  lustre.  An  espe¬ 
cially  choice  gem . 99 

Mexico 

Spanish  Colonial.  Mexico  City.  ( 1  542-54)  one 
real.  Carlos  and  Juana.  VF-35.  Lovely  dark 
pewter  gray  with  some  very  minor  roughness 
on  the  obverse.  Nicely  struck  on  a  round 
planchet  with  most  of  the  legends  present 
This  coin  came  from  a  Spanish  shipwreck 
that  ran  aground  in  1  554  near  Padre  Island, 
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Texas  on  the  voyage  from  Mexico,  where 
this  coin  was  struck,  to  Havana  before  head¬ 
ing  to  mainland  Spain.  Four  ships  began  this 
voyage,  but  only  one  reached  Havana.  This 
coin  comes  with  a  certificate  of  authentic¬ 
ity  noting  its  pedigree  to  the  “Padre  Island 
Wreck,"  which  describes  the  known  tacts 
about  the  wreck.  Because  the  fruit  of  this 
shipwreck  has  been  claimed  by  the  State  of 
Texas,  this  coin  may  not  be  purchased  by 
residents  of  that  state.  For  others,  though, 
this  remarkable  and  very  attractive  coin 

may  be  purchased  for .  199 

Spanish  Colonial.  Mexico  City.  We  were  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  purchase  a  small  group  of  one 
real  pieces  of  the  Pillar  type,  all  of  which 
grade  in  the  nice  VF-EF  range.  There  is  a 
nice  selection  of  dates  on  hand  from  1735  to 
1770.  Nice  Pillar  one  reales  are  always  in 
demand  by  collectors  of  American  and  world 
coins.  Purchase  one  piece,  date  of  our  choice 


for  only . 99 

Three  different  dates .  279 

Five  different  dates . 449 


Spanish  Colonial.  Mexico  City.  We  are  also 
pleased  to  offer  a  small  selection  of  Pillar  two 
reales  pieces  from  Mexico,  the  predecessor  of 
our  own  quarter  dollar  that  enjoyed  such 
great  circulation  in  the  Americas  -  so  wide, 
in  fact,  that  nice  specimens  are  tough  to  find 
today.  The  dates  in  our  group  range  from 
1740  to  1759  and  all  pieces  are  nice  VF-EF 


coins.  Buy  one  for .  139 

Three  different  dates . 399 

Five  different  dates . 649 


Spanish  Colonial.  1767-MF  eight  reales  or  Pil¬ 
lar  dollar.  Mexico  City  Mint.  KM- 105. 
Choice  AU-55.  Highly  lustrous  lilac-gray 
with  some  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  Some  areas  of  slightly  deeper 
toning  are  noted  on  the  reverse.  An  amaz¬ 
ing  example  of  the  “coins  of  our  nation’s 
founders”  as  the  Guide  Book  calls  the  fa¬ 
mous  pillar  dollar  or  “piece  of  eight.”  These 
just  don’t  come  this  nice  very  often,  and 
there’s  no  telling  when  we’ll  see  another  of 
this  quality,  so  call  quickly  for  this  early 
“silver  dollar.” . 389 

Spanish  Colonial.  1786  FM  eight  reales.  Mexico 
City  mint.  KM- 106.2.  AU-50.  Lustrous  silver 
gray  with  some  reflectivity,  particularly  on 
the  reverse,  and  peripheral  toning  of  blue  and 
russet.  This  piece  has  splendid  eye  appeal, 
prooflike  and  bright  with  only  minor  wear.  A 
heavy  die  crack  is  noted  in  the  top  left  of  the 
reverse.  Unlikely  to  last  long  at .  1 59 

If  you  ever  have  the  opportunity  to  go  hack  in  a 
rime  machine  to  visit  anywhere  in  the  world  in  the 
period  from  the  1770s  to  the  1850s  or  so,  make  sure  you 
have  a  pocket  full  of  coins  like  this  -  they  will  he 
uniformly  recognized  as  a  piece  of  value  and  should 
make  catching  public  transportation  or  hailing  a  pint 
of  heer  fairly  easy.  This  statement  holds  as  true  for  the 
Far  Fast  as  it  does  for  Maryland  or  England. 

Spanish  Colonial.  1789-FM  eight  reales.  Mexico 


City  Mint.  KM- 107.  AU-50.  Reign  of  Carlos 
IV,  bust  of  Carlos  III.  Lustrous  silver-gray 
with  hints  of  warm  golden  toning.  A  delight¬ 
ful  bust  eight  reales  coin  with  blemish-free 
surfaces  and  strong  eye  appeal .  209 

Republic.  1845- AM  Cap  and  Rays  eight  reales. 
San  Luis  Potosi  Mint.  KM-377.12.  MS-60+. 
Highly  lustrous  and  sharply  struck  with  some 
deep  golden  toning  in  the  protected  areas.  A 
nice  early  Cap  and  Rays  piece  from  one  of 
the  lesser-known  Mexico  Mints.  Competi¬ 
tively  priced-check  the  Krause -Mishler  cata¬ 
logue  on  this  one!  .  199 

Republic.  1868-YF  Cap  and  Rays  eight  reales. 
Guanajuato  Mint.  KM-377.8.  MS-63 

(ANACS).  Sharply  struck,  highly  lustrous, 
and  virtually  blemish-free.  Lightly  toned  at 
the  peripheries.  In  short,  all  you  could  desire 
in  a  Cap  and  Rays  eight  reales,  and  you  can’t 
beat  the  price! .  109 

NETHERLANDS 

Kampen.  1645  Liondaalder.  Lily  mintmark.  KM- 
35.2,  D-4879.  VF-20,  usual  light  strike  on 
typically  uneven  planchet.  Choice  for  the 
grade  and  issue,  with  plenty  of  design  details 
present.  One  of  the  early  “trade  dollars”  of 
the  world,  and  important  as  such . 99 


Zeeland.  1785  6  stuivers.  KM-90.  EF-40.  Even 
silver  gray  with  some  traces  of  lustre.  Very 
nice  for  the  assigned  grade.  A  handsome  de¬ 
piction  of  a  Dutch  sailing  vessel,  the  sort  that 
traded  worldwide  in  the  18th  century,  is  on 
the  reverse .  199 

Peru _ 

Spanish  Colonial.  Lima.  1694  M  one  real.  KM-20. 
VF-35.  Pale  silver  gray  with  outstanding  eye 
appeal.  Nicely  detailed  where  struck  up, 
which  luckily  includes  two  and  a  half  dates 
( ! )  and  two  clear  mintmarks  though  much  of 
the  planchet  was  too  thin  to  be  fully  im¬ 
pacted  by  the  dies.  A  most  attractive  cob  one 

real .  169 

Spanish  Colonial.  Lima.  1 740  V  eight  reales.  KM- 
34a.  VF-25.  Medium  silver  gray.  Struck  on  a 
nearly  round  planchet,  with  the  all  important 
date  and  assayer  struck  up  nicely;  quite  scarce 
as  such.  A  very  nice  example  of  an  eight 
reales  in  cob  form,  somewhat  circulated  and 
all  the  more  lovely  because  it  is  rather  typi¬ 
cal  for  the  issue . 239 

Spanish  Colonial.  Lima.  1813  JP  four  reales. 
KM- 11 6.  VF-20.  Pewter  gray  with  old 

90 


golden  toning  in  protected  regions.  Choice 
for  the  grade;  a  superb  specimen  of  this 
scarcest  denomination.  Unlikely  to  last  long 
at .  2  59 


Republic.  1826  1/2  real.  KM- 143.1.  F-15. 

Silver  gray  with  darker  highlights.  A  pleasing 
circulated  example  of  the  first  year  of  “the 
little  llama  of  Lima.”  Little  and  cute . 45 

Philippines 

Republic.  1947-S  50  centavos.  KM- 184.  MS-63. 
Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous.  This  is  about  as 
close  to  a  1947-S  half  dollar  as  any  US  collec¬ 
tor  can  hope  for  -  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
struck  these  pieces  for  the  newly  independent 
Philippine  Islands.  The  obverse  features  Gen¬ 
eral  Douglas  MacArthur  and  his  title  as  “De¬ 
fender  and  Liberator  of  the  Philippines.” ...  8 

Russia 

Empire.  1916  10  kopecks.  KM-20a.l.  Osaka,  Ja¬ 
pan  mint.  MS-60.  Brilliant  silver  gray  with 
good  lustre.  The  only  issue  from  this  mint  of 
the  10  kopeck  denomination,  and  the  second 
to  last  year  of  the  Romanov  coinage  (though 
the  1917  issues  are  avidly  sought  and  rather 
scarce) . 29 

Empire.  1874  20  kopecks.  KM-22a.l.  MS-63. 
Brilliant  with  superb  lustre.  Struck  at  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  as  were  all  of  this  type.  Full  of  eye 
appeal . 39 

Empire.  1846  rouble.  KM- 168.1.  MS-63  PL. 
Brilliant  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  and 
light  golden  highlights.  Beautiful  visual  ap¬ 
peal!  . 269 

Spain 

Local  coinage.  Yslas  Baleares  (Balearic  Is¬ 
lands).  Majorca.  1821  30  sueldos  (sous). 
KM-CL53.1.  EF-40.  Warm  lilac-gray.  An 
impressive  example  of  local  coinage  under 
Fernando  VII.  Curious,  intriguing,  afford¬ 
able . 219 

Straits  Settlements 

1920  50  cents.  KM-35.1.  MS-63.  Brilliant  silver 
gray  and  fully  lustrous.  A  handsome  speci¬ 
men  from  this  British  colony,  which  included 
what  is  today  Singapore .  25 

_ Sweden _ 

1938  two  kronor.  Delaware  300th  Anniversary 
commemorative  issue.  KM-807.  MS-64. 
Bright  and  lustrous  with  splashes  ot  pale 
golden  toning.  Dual-dated  1638-1938.  Issued 
to  celebrate  the  300th  Anniversary  ot  Swed 
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ish  settlement  in  Delaware,  as  was  our  own 
U.S.  aware  half  dollar  of  the  same  date.  A 
must  tor  U.S.  commemorative  half  dollar 
specialists . 23 

Switzerland 

Bern.  1 796  half  thaler.  KM-151.  MS-61  ,  some¬ 
what  prooflike.  A  lustrous  silver  beauty  with 
exceptional  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  DOMI- 
NUS  PROV1  DEBIT  around  standing  Swiss 
Guard  on  obverse,  date  below,  RESPUBLICA 
BERNENS1S  around  crowned  arms  of  Bern, 
hear  (the  roly-poly  emblem  of  canton  Bern) 
on  shield.  An  attractive  design  on  an  equally 
attractive  coin . 499 

Freiburg.  1827  1  hatz.  KM-83(75).  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  pewter  gray  with  some 
light  reflectivity.  Overstruck  on  an  earlier 
type,  with  many  details  able  to  be  discerned 
under  magnification.  A  nice  specimen  from 
this  canton  in  western  Switzerland .  195 


Vaud.  1817  1  hatz.  KM-8.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Lightly  prooflike  pewter  gray  with  excellent 
lustre  and  eye  appeal.  Well  struck  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Vaud  is  located  near  the  French  border 
on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Geneva .  195 

Vaud.  1820  1  hatz.  KM-8.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  silver  gray  with  reflective  surfaces.  Full 
of  eye  appeal .  195 

Vietnam  (annam) 

(1802-1820)  Lang.  Gia  long.  KM-Sch#l  19. 

VF+.  A  neat  silver  “ingot”  coin  that  will  add 
a  new  dimension  to  your  collecting  habits; 
why  settle  for  “round?” .  199 

World  Gold  coins 

Brazil 

Colonial.  1753  R  6400  reis.  KM- 172.1.  AU- 

55.  This  coin,  as  well  as  the  piece  that  fol¬ 
lows  and  the  1753  peca  of  Portugual  later  in 
this  listing,  comes  from  the  famed  Clive  of 
India  wreck,  an  unidentified  ship  which  sank 
on  its  way  to  India  in  the  decade  or  two  af¬ 
ter  this  coin  was  struck.  The  present  coin  is 
basically  Uncirculated,  though  its  surfaces 
are  lightly  etched  with  seawater  scale.  This 
coin’s  original  lustre  still  shines  through  in 
places,  and  its  eye  appeal  is  immense.  Sir 
Robert  Clive’s  incredible  career  began  as  a 
clerk;  fifteen  years  later  he  was  a  British  gov¬ 
ernor  in  India,  and  by  1 760  he  was  given  an 
Irish  peerage  to  reward  him  for  his  victories 


during  the  Seven  Years  War.  These  coins 
likely  came  from  a  British  East  India  Com¬ 
pany  ship  that  was  dispatched  to  pay  Clive’s 
soldiers  in  India.  A  historic  coin  and  a  de¬ 
lightful  specimen  of  a  coin  that  saw  world¬ 
wide  currency  in  the  18th  century . 999 

Colonial.  1754  R  6400  reis.  KM- 172.1.  AU- 
55.  Like  the  coin  above,  this  piece  is  from 
the  so-called  C live  of  Iirdia  wreck.  The  bright 
yellow  gold  surfaces  are  lightly  affected  by  the 
saltwater  (and,  more  notably  and  probably, 
coral  deposits)  but  generous  areas  of  unaf¬ 
fected  and  lustrous  surface  are  still  present. 
Unworn  and  full  of  eye  appeal,  this  coin  is  a 
golden  piece  of  18th  century  military  and 
trading  history . 999 

_ Chile 

Spanish  Colonial.  1788-DA  eight  scudos. 
Santiago  Mint.  KM-27.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  frosted  de¬ 
sign  elements  and  mirror  fields.  A  splendid 
coin  for  the  grade,  exhibiting  as  it  does  the 
full  artistic  merits  of  Spain’s  New  World 
Mints  and  engravers.  A  thoroughly  pleasing 
“doubloon”  (for  such  is  the  nickname  for  this 
world-famous  issue,  the  golden  doubloon  of 
the  “Spanish  Main,”  the  fabled  doubloon  of 
pirate  legend  and  lore).  Add  this  beauty  to 
your  collection  for . 3,495 

EGYPT 

1938  500  piastres.  KM-373.  Proof-65  (NGC). 

Deeply  reflective  rich  yellow  gold.  This  large 
sized  gold  coin  features  King  Farouk,  best 
known  to  numismatists  for  his  massive  col¬ 
lection,  perhaps  better  described  as  a  hoard, 
of  all  manner  of  coins  (not  to  mention  his 
huge  collections  of  other  sorts  of  things). 
Farouk  reigned  until  1952,  when  his  playboy 
lifestyle  had  finally  taken  enough  of  a  toll  on 
the  Egyptian  economy  and  he  was  over¬ 
thrown.  This  scarce  one  year  type  com¬ 
memorates  the  Royal  Wedding  and  contains 
over  an  ounce  of  gold.  Its  is  thought  that 
most  of  these  escaped  the  country  when 
Farouk  and  his  partisans  were  sent  into  exile, 
while  his  remarkable  collections  stayed  in 
Egypt  to  he  sold.  This  is  a  superb  specimen  in 
an  impeccable  state  of  preservation  yet  is 
priced  under  catalogue  at .  2,249 

German  States 

Brunsmck'Luneburg'Calenberg'Hannover.  1 7  50- 
S  half  goldgulden  (thaler).  KM-300.  EF-40. 
Highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  few  marks  of 
any  note.  A  neat  German  States  gold  coin 
(about  U.S.  quarter  eagle  size)  that  features 
the  titulature  and  portrait  of  England’s  King 
George  11  on  the  obverse  and  German  values 
and  legends  on  the  reverse .  595 

Hall.  1 746-CGL  ducat.  KM- 35.  MS-63,  proof¬ 
like.  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold.  Obverse 


with  ornate  bust  of  Francis  to  right,  reverse 
with  ornate  and  picturesque  arms  of  1  fall.  A 
rarity  in  all  respects;  just  550  examples  of  this 
pleasing  ducat  were  struck.  The  present  coin 
must  be  among  the  finest  survivors  of  that 
tiny  mintage,  yet  we  offer  it  at  what  seems  a 
tiny  price  when  compared  to  a  U.S.  rarity  of 
the  same  stature .  2,450 

Numherg  (Nuremhurg) .  Undated  (1700).  Klippe 
quarter  ducat.  KM-252.  AU-58,  decidedly 
choice  for  the  grade.  Klippe  (diamond¬ 
shaped)  with  arms  of  city  on  obverse  in 
beaded  circle,  lamb  with  pennants  on  reverse 
in  beaded  circle,  ornate  fleur-de-lis  at  each 
corner.  Small  but  beautiful .  339 

Wurzberg.  1779-R  ducat.  KM-409.  AU-50.  Lus¬ 
trous  honey-gold  with  deeper  orange  high¬ 
lights.  Bust  of  Duke  Adam  to  right  in 
diamond  on  obverse,  reverse  with  scene  of 
Mary  and  Jesus  in  diamond.  Some  light 
planchet  adjustment  marks  (as  struck)  are 
seen  in  a  few  places  at  the  rim;  they  do  not 
interfere  with  the  design  nor  do  they  detract 
in  any  way  from  the  overall  appeal  and  qual¬ 
ity  of  the  coin .  1,450 

Great  Britain  -  England 

Charles  I.  1644  triple  unite.  Oxford  Mint, 
Declaration  issue.  KM-339.  EF-45  (NGC). 
Rich  golden  highlights  on  lustrous  honey- 
gold  surfaces.  A  simply  beautiful  example  of 
this  large  and  impressive  English  gold  issue; 
impressive  by  virtue  of  its  size,  quality,  and 
the  very  fact  that  a  large  gold  coin  such  as 
this  has  survived  the  tumultuous  times  since 
its  minting  without  being  melted!  OXON 
(for  Oxford)  below  date  on  reverse.  Rarity 
and  quality  combine  in  a  joyous  celebration 
of  the  early  English  coiner’s  art.  Rare  so  fine. 
11,995 

George  II.  1748  five  guineas.  KM-586.2.  MS- 
64  (NGC).  Beautiful  fully  lustrous  and  deeply 
reflective  bright  yellow  gold.  A  remarkably 
choice  coin,  with  only  a  few  minor  hairlines 
keeping  it  from  full  gem  status.  Tie  five  guinea 
denomination  was  the  largest  gold  coin  Great 
Britain  ever  struck  for  general  circulation 
each  one  is  a  spectacular  lump  of  gold  regard¬ 
less  of  condition.  While  few  Britons  would 
ever  have  the  wherewithal  to  carry  a  five 
guinea  coin,  they  nevertheless  endured  much 
“circulation”  in  large  transactions  and  many 
became  quite  worn  as  a  result;  many  more 
endured  placement  in  jewelry  so  very  few  of 
those  extant  survive  in  this  state  of  preserva¬ 
tion.  The  denomination  would  see  its  swan 
song  in  1753,  and  this  1 748  issue  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  to  last  stnick.  Unpriced  above  EF  in  any 
of  the  major  catalogues  (KM,  Freidberg, 
Seahy,  Coincraft,  etc.)  and  certainly  never  in 
need  of  upgrading.  A  phenomenal  type  coin 
which  belongs  in  an  advanced  connoisseur’s 
collection .  16,900 
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Coins  of  the  World  for  Sale 


George  111.  180-4  halt  sovereign.  KM-651.  MS- 
61.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  w  ith  some  olive  iri¬ 
descence.  “Bull  Head”  bust  of  George  111  to 
right  on  obverse,  reverse  with  British  arms 
and  date.  A  neat  item,  about  the  size  of  a 
U.S.  halt  eagle,  and  from  that  magic  year  in 
U.S.  numismatics,  1804!  Conservatively 
graded . 539 

Portugal _ 

Empire.  1753  peca  (4  escudos).  KM-240.  AU- 

55.  Technically  Mint  State,  but  affected  by 
saltwater  immersion.  This  piece,  like  two 
pieces  listed  above  under  Brazil,  is  from  the 
Clive  of  India  wreck.  While  likely  struck  from 
Brazilian  gold  and  featuring  the  same  designs 
as  the  6400  reis  pieces  struck  in  Rio,  this 
specimen  was  actually  coined  in  Portugal. 
This  coin  and  its  Brazilian  brethren  were  well 
known  in  America  as  a  “half  jo”  or  “half 
johannes,”  so  named  for  John  VI  of  Portugal 
who  appeared  on  an  earlier  type.  A  golden 
beauty,  with  some  planchet  striations  from 
pre-striking  adjustment  and  saltwater  surfaces 
typical  of  a  shipwreck  coin  (besides  the  mi¬ 
raculously  well-curated  coins  of  the  S.S.  Cen¬ 
tra/  America.) . 999 

_ Sweden _ 

1700  quarter  ducat.  KM-330.  MS-61,  proof¬ 
like.  Bright  and  lustrous  with  frosty  motifs 
and  mirror  fields.  Heavily  armored  ornate 
bust  of  Charles  XII  to  right  on  obverse,  date 
and  crowned  arms  of  Sweden  on  the  reverse. 
A  small  golden  treasure,  about  the  size  of  a 
U.S.  Type  II  gold  dollar.  On  a  slightly  wavy 
planchet,  absolutely  as  struck  (not  bent 
later),  which  adds  a  certain  flair  to  its  qual¬ 
ity  and  historicity .  1,595 

1675  ducat.  KM-277.  MS-63,  prooflike.  Lus¬ 
trous  honey  gold  with  frosty  motifs  and  mir¬ 
ror  fields.  Unpriced  above  EF  in 
Krause -Mishler ,  and  a  definite  rarity  in  Mint 
State!  Laureated  bust  of  Charles  XI  to  left  on 
obverse,  arms  of  Sweden  and  date  on  reverse. 
Some  lightness  of  strike  at  the  reverse  center, 
otherwise  sharp  and  appealing  overall.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  world  coin 
specialist  seeking  value  and  rarity.  We  doubt 
that  many  finer  examples  of  this  issue  can  be 
found,  so  call  quickly .  12,895 

1818-OL  ducat.  KM-409.  AU-55.  Lustrous 
and  frosty  olive-gold  with  a  touch  of  proof¬ 
like  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Only  6,389  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  date  were  struck,  with  many  of 
the  survivors  from  that  slim  mintage  well 


Call  to  Order 

800-222-5993 


below  the  grade  offered  here.  Bust  of  Charles 
XIV  to  left  on  obverse,  crowned  arms  in  gar¬ 
ter  on  reverse,  date  below.  Some  lightness  of 
strike  on  the  reverse,  typical  for  the  issue,  but 
still  choice  and  pleasing  tor  the  grade  1,150 

Switzerland 

Bern.  1795  two  duplones  (doubloons).  KM- 
144.  AU-55.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with 
some  olive  highlights,  somewhat  reflective  in 
the  fields.  Crowned  arms  of  Canton  Bern  (a 
strident  bear  on  shield)  on  obverse,  reverse 
with  DEUS  /  PROVIBET  /  1795  on  three 
lines  within  wreath.  A  beautiful  specimen  of 
a  popular  and  highly  collectable  issue, 
slightly  larger  than  a  U.S.  $10  eagle  in  size. 
Free  of  all  but  some  trivial  hairlines,  and 
guaranteed  to  please  as  such .  1,895 

Bern.  1796  two  duplones  (doubloons).  KM- 
147.  MS-61,  prooflike.  Lustrous  honey-gold 
with  frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields. 
Sharply  struck.  Obverse  with  crowned  arms 
of  Bern,  reverse  with  standing  Swiss  Guard 
cavalier  holding  pickax  and  fasces,  date  be¬ 
low.  A  classic  Swiss  design  in  an  outstanding 
state  of  preservation.  This  is  where  quality 
collections  of  world  gold  begin!  As  affordable 
as  it  is  lovely . 4,150 

Solothurn.  1789  quarter  duplone.  KM-55. 
AU-55.  Rich  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with 
some  olive  iridescence.  Crowned  arms  of 
Canton  Solothurn  on  obverse,  armored  Swiss 
Guard  with  flag  and  sword  on  reverse,  date  to 
side.  A  touch  of  striking  weakness  is  seen  at 
the  centers,  otherwise  choice  and  a  delight¬ 
ful  coin  overall.  Unpriced  above  EF  in 
Krause-Mishler .  U.S.  quarter  eagle-sized  (for 
reference) . 850 

Vatican  city _ 

Papal  States.  1735  scudo  d’or.  KM-866.  AU- 

55.  Rich  and  lustrous  honey-gold.  Crowned 
arms  of  Pope  Clement  XII  on  obverse, 
LVMEN  /  RECTIS  /  1735  in  three  lines 
within  shield,  sea  shell  above  on  reverse.  A 
neat  and  affordable  golden  link  to  the  Papacy 
of  the  18th  Century . 925 


CANADIAN  COINS 

The  following  selection  of  Canadian  coins — 
Mint  State  and  Specimen  strikes — were 
specially  struck  at  the  behest  of  a  supervisor  at 
the  Royal  Canadian  Mint  in  Ottawa  and  put 
away  by  him  in  the  years  they  were  issued.  Much 
extra  care  and  preparation  was  exercised  in  the 
striking  of  these  special  pieces,  and  they  are  far 
superior  to  other  coins — both  circulation  strikes 
and  Specimens — produced  at  the  time.  Some  of 
the  Mint  State  pieces  are  so  spectacular  in  their 
strike  and  surface  characteristics  that  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  Specimen  strikes  when  viewed  from 
the  obverse.  The  actual  Specimen  strikings  are 


no  less  incredible,  and  many  of  them  have  ex¬ 
ceedingly  low  mintages;  in  most  cases  just  a  few 
dozen — or  fewer — pieces  were  produced.  The 
silver  pieces  exhibit  very  deep  (almost  “black”) 
mirror  fields  with  contrasting  frosty  devices  and 
razor  sharp  strikes.  We  were  very  fortunate  and 
purchased  the  majority  of  the  hoard,  and  we  are 
now  quite  pleased  to  offer  the  following  lovely 
Canadian  coins  to  you  on  a  first-come,  first- 
served  basis.  What  a  grand  way  to  begin  a 
collection  of  impressive  Canadian  coins.  Please 
remember,  after  this  amazing  group  is  gone,  there 
will  be  no  more! 

Canadian  One-Cent  Pieces 

1946  SP-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red . 295 

1946  SP-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and  brown 

with  obverse  cameo  contrast . 235 

1946  SP-63  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red .  195 

1949  SP-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  red  and 
brown.  Pedigreed  to  the  Pittman  sale. ..  249 

Canadian  Five-Cent  Pieces 

1946  SP-65  (PCGS).  Highly  brilliant  with  a 
touch  of  frosty  cameo  contrast.  A  real 

pleaser . 295 

1951  Nickel  commemorative.  SP-65  (PCGS). .  295 
1951  Nickel  commemorative.  SP-64  (PCGS). .  150 

Canadian  10-Cent  Pieces 

1946  SP-65  (PCGS).  Modest  cameo  contrast 

and  a  hint  of  lovely  golden  toning . 375 

1947  Maple  Leaf.  SP-66  (PCGS).  Delightfully 

brilliant  and  aesthetically  appealing . 395 

1947  SP-65  (PCGS) . 395 

1948  SP-66  (PCGS).  Intense  lustre  and  light 

cameo  contrast .  375 

1950  SP-65  (PCGS) . 295 

Canadian  25-Cent  Pieces 

1946  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  a 

whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims . 495 

1948  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  frosty  beauty  with 
heavily  prooflike  fields.  An  important  key 
date  within  the  denomination.  Among  the 
highlights  of  this  special  group,  particularly 
where  quality  and  appeal  are  concerned.  We 
have  a  small  number  of  these,  some  brilliant, 
and  others  that  are  delicately  toned  with  gold 
and  amber  highlights  at  the  rims.  Take  your 

pick!  . 995 

1948  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  lively 

cameo  contrast . 450 

1950  SP-66  (PCGS).  A  hint  of  frost  adorns  the 
motifs  of  this  delightfully  brilliant  gem.  595 

Canadian  $5  Gold 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Choice  medium  yel 
low  gold  with  olive  highlights  and  full 
mint  lustre.  A  lovely  example  of  the  type 
and  date . 1,175 
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Exciting  New  Product 


The  recently  introduced  Intercept  Shield  series  of  coin  al¬ 
bums  features  technology  intended  to  provide  state-of-the- 
art  protection  against  coin  “corrosion.”  The  manufacturer 
states  that  “this  revolutionary  technology  is  a  solid  state  mate¬ 
rial  that  contains  active  additives — which  instantly  neutralize 
corrosive  agents  and  clean  the  environment.  A  permanent  and 
irreversible  chemical  reaction  renders  the  gases  harmless  as  they 
attempt  to  migrate  through  the  material.*’’  It  is  said  that  these 
holders  will  stabilize  the  surface  of  a  coin — in  that  attractively 
toned  coins  remain  that  way,  “bright’’  coins  will  not  become 
toned,  and  so  on.  The  reviews  have  been  excellent.  While  we 
make  no  warranty  or  guarantee  concerning  the  claims  of  the 
manufacturer,  we  have  heard  nothing  but  good  things,  and 
we  do  know  that  pieces  displayed  in  these  holders  are  attrac¬ 
tively  presented.  Intercept  Shield  coin  albums,  coin  holders 
and  protective  boxes  are  available  through  our  Publications  De¬ 
partment  at  800-222-5993.  Order  by  Stock  Number. 


Coin  Albums  Available 

3  page  Indian  Head  Cents  1857-1909  •  Stock  #ISC1 . $22.50 

8  page  Lincoln  Cents  1909-2007  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISC2 . 35.50 

2  page  Buffalo  Nickels  1913-1938  •  Stock#ISN3 . 20.50 

5  page  Jefferson  Nickels  1938-2002  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISN4 . 26.50 

2  page  Mercury  Dimes  1916-1945  •  Stock  #ISD5 . 20.50 

4  page  Roosevelt  Dimes  1946-2002  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSD6 . 24.50 

8  page  Washington  Quarters  1932-1998  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSQ7 . 35.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2003  (Complete  set  including  Proofs)  •  Stock  #ISQ8 . 26.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Philadelphia  and  Denver  mints)  •  Stock  HSQ9 . 26.50 

3  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Statehood  50  coin  date  set)  •  Stock  #ISQ10 . 22.50 

4  page  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  1916-1947  •  Stock  HSHD11 . 24-50 

2  page  Franklin  Half  Dollars  1948-1963  •  Stock#ISHD12 . 20.50 

6  page  Kennedy  Half-Dollars  1964-2001  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISHD13 . 28.50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  •  Stock  #ISMD14 . 24-50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  •  Stock#ISMD15 . 24-50 

2  page  Peace  Dollars  1921-1932  •  Stock  #ISPD16 . 20.50 

4  page  Eisenhower  Dollars  1971-1978  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSED17 . 24-50 

4  page  American  Eagle  Silver  Dollars  1986-2003  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISAED18  .  24  50 

2  page  Susan  B.  Anthony  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSSBA19 . 20.50 

2  page  Sacagawea  Dollars  •  Stock  #ISSD20 . 20.50 


*  Corrosion  Intercept  Technology  is  a  developed  and  patented  product  of  Lucent  Technologies  Bell  Lah  Innovations. 
Tested  hy  Lucent  Technologies. 


°nj( 

Knmuh 


VHlTED stat 

"'"'J'-'V.ta.t., 


by  Mary  Tocci 


BOOKS  FOR 
SALE! 


New  Titles! 

These  titles  include  new  publications 
plus  items  that  are  new  to  our  listings  (such 
as  Ken  Rendell’s  already  classic  hook). 
Each  of  these  belongs  in  your  library: 

United  States  Numismatic  Literature: 
Volume  I — Nineteenth  Century  Auction 
Catalogs,  by  John  W.  Adams,  has  just 
been  reprinted  in  a  smaller  hardbound 
version  by  George  F.  Kolbe.  279  pages, 
hardbound  in  red  cloth,  with  insert  ad- 
denda.  This  classic  work  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  stone  for  studying  1 9th-century  coin 
dealers,  auctioneers,  and  catalogues.  Lots 
of  information,  expertly  presented.  A 
“must”  for  every  serious  library.  Stock 
No.  BAD-900.  List:  $49.50 

United  States  Small  Cents  to  Silver  Dol¬ 
lars:  Significant  Auction  Records  1995-June 
2000.  Compiled  hy  John  Dannreuther 
and  Jeff  Garrett.  643  pages,  spiral  bound. 
Lots  and  lots  of  data!  If  you  like  to  pore 
over  market  prices,  numbers,  etc.,  you’ll 
be  as  happy  as  a  clam  with  this  book! 
Stock  No.  BDA-800.  List:  $100.00 
History  Comes  to  Life:  Collecting  Histori - 
cal  Letters  and  Documents ,  by  Kenneth  W. 
Rendell.  Written  hy  one  of  the  most  highly 
acclaimed  autograph  dealers  and  experts 
the  world  has  ever  known,  this  book  makes 
dandy  reading  for  anyone  interested  in 
history.  279  pages,  hardbound,  illustrated. 
Stock  No.  BRE-1 13.  List:  $29.95 

The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent  Attri¬ 
bution  Guide  1856-1858,  2nd  edition, 
Volume  1 ,  by  Richard  E.  Snow.  1 28  pages, 
spiral  hound.  All  you  ever  wanted  to 
know  about  technicalities  in  the  title- 
mentioned  specialty.  Photographs  ga¬ 
lore!  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BSN  501. 
List:  $24.50 

The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent  Attribu¬ 
tion  Guide  1900-1909,  2nd  edition,  Vol¬ 
ume  6,  by  Richard  E.  Snow.  Spiral  bound, 
many  illustrations,  many  dozens  ot  pages 
(112).  Stock  No.  BSN  506.  List:  $18.00 


Special  Discount  Prices! 

Plus  “Eagle”  Albums! 

Discounts  for  You! 

Each  and  every  book  title  in  this 
section  is  offered  at  a  10%  discount 
from  the  list  price;  or,  if  the  list  prices 
of  the  books  in  your  order  total  $100 
or  more,  take  a  20%  discount!  This  is 
our  way  of  helping  you  build  a  library. 
Books  can  help  you  enjoy  numismatics 
and  the  coins  you  own  or  are  thinking 
of  buying. 

PLUS:  Every  book  is  offered  with 
a  30-day  money  back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction. 

Why  are  you  a  numismatist?  There 
may  be  reasons  we  don’t  know,  but 
we  do  know  that  collecting  coins  is 
a  lot  of  fun.  The  bottom  line  is  en¬ 
joyment.  And,  the  best  way  to  enjoy 
coins  while  becoming  your  own  ex¬ 
pert  is  to  read  about  them!  The  good 
news  is  that  books  are  inexpensive. 
For  a  couple  hundred  dollars  you 
can  buy  enough  interesting,  useful 
books  to  keep  you  busy  for  a  month 
of  reading! 

Check  the  following  pages  for  dozens 
of  worthwhile  titles! 

California,  Here  I  Come! 

There’s  lots  of  excitement  about 
Dave  Bowers’  forthcoming  book,  A 
California  Gold  Rush  History  Featur¬ 
ing  the  Treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America,  a  virtual  “you  are  there” 
experience  in  gold  hunting,  minting, 
adventure,  and  more.  Read  all  about 
our  Pre-Publication  Offer  on  page  98 
of  this  issue — and  then  send  your 
order.  We  absolutely  guarantee  that 
this  will  be  one  of  the  most  enjoy¬ 
able,  exciting,  and  informative  books 
you’ve  ever  read! 

Orders  are  flooding  in!  Send  me  your 
pre-publication  order,  and  you’ll  be 
among  the  first  to  get  your  copy  as  soon 
as  they  are  printed! 
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Books  for  Sale! 


by  Mary  Tocci 


Best-Sellers! 

There  are  certain  btxiks  around  here 
that  keep  selling,  selling,  and  selling  some 
more!  These  tour  “evergreen”  titles  should 
he  in  your  library.  Each  has  stood  the  test  of 
time — some  for  a  long  time — and  each  has 
gone  into  multiple  printings.  These  are: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia 
of  US.  and  Colonial  Coins  A  one- volume 
“library'”  packed  with  research  informa¬ 
tion.  Since  this  book  was  first  released  in 
1988,  we’ve  sold  over  10,000  copies — 
and,  as  the  book  is  rather  expensive,  that’s 
quite  a  testimonial!  7 54  pages,  hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135.00 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 
By  Dave  Bowers.  An  exciting  book  that 
everyone  loves.  And,  this  is  also  a  favor¬ 
ite  to  give  as  a  gift  to  a  non-collecting 
friend.  Enthusiasm  is  bound  to  happen! 
456  pages,  hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM- 
404.  List  $59.95) 

The  History  of  US.  Coinage  by  Q. 
David  Bowers.  Illustrated  by  coins  from 
the  fahulotls  Garrett  Collection  of  The 
Johns  Hopkins  University.  First  published 
in  1979,  this  is  now  in  its  fourth,  filth,  or 
whatever  printing — we’ve  lost  track!  Ap¬ 
proximately  1 5, 000  copies  have  been  sold! 
“Equal  to  a  university  course  in  numis¬ 
matics,”  it  has  been  said— and  we  guaran¬ 
tee  you’ll  agree.  Moreover,  it  is  an  enjoy¬ 
able  “read”!  572  pages,  hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBM- 130.  List  $59.95 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  United 
States  Gold  Coins,  by  David  Akers.  Much 
worthwhile  information  about  Saint- 
Gaudens  and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and 
$20  gold  coins.  184  pages,  hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BAK-749.  List  $19.95 

The  “Eagle”  Has  Landed! 

Eagle  Albums  for  certified  coins  have 
landed  in  our  inventory,  but  not  staying 
long — they  are  flying  out  to  our  clients 
everywhere!  See  page  21  for  details. 

Eagle  certified  albums  accommodate 
all  popular  certified  coins  in  a  single 
album.  PCGS,  NGC,  and  ICG  holders 
all  fit  snugly  in  the  album  pockets.  The 
smaller  AN  ACS  slabs  are  held  snugly  in 
the  album  pockets  with  optional  foam 
U-shaped  adaptors.  Each  heavy  duty  clear 
rigid  page  holds  nine  certified  coins  and 
allows  viewing  from  both  sides. 

Stock  No.  EAGLE-27:  3-Page  cer¬ 
tified  album  (holds  27  coins).  List 
Price:  $22.50,  but  you  can  pretend 
the  albums  are  books  and  include 
them  as  a  DISCOUNT  purchase! 


How  to  Order 

Ordering  is  as  simple  as  A-B-C  or,  if 
you  prefer,  as  easy  as  pie:  Just  fax  or  mail 
me  your  order  with  your  check  (by  mail) 
or  credit  card  information  (e-mail,  Uncle 
Sam’s  mail,  or  fax).  Or,  easier  yet,  just 
telephone  me  at  1-800-222-5993,  give 
me  the  stock  numbers  of  the  books  you 
want,  and  I’ll  add  up  the  list,  give  you 
your  best  discount,  and  send  you  the  hooks 
with  an  itemized  invoice. 

Thanks, 


Mary  Tocci 

Publications  Department 


The  B&M  Staff 

•  President  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review — 

Q.  David  Bowers 

•  Vice  President — Christine  Karstedt 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Gordon  Wrubel, 
Director  of  Numismatic  Operations;  Mark 
Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist;  Gail 
Watson,  Numismatic  Sales  Manager. 

•  Auction  Dept. — John  Pack,  Auction 
Director;  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Auction 
Adviser;  Cheryl  Perry.  Numismatists:  Dr. 
Richard  A.  Bagg,  Mark  Borckardt,  Q. 
David  Bowers,  John  J .  Krai j evich,  Jr . ,  John 
Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper,  Frank  Van  Valen, 
and  others. 

•  Research  Dept. — Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg, 
Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  Da  vid  Bowers,  John  J . 
Kraljevich,  Jr. 

•Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers, 
Manager,  Robert  Lawrence,  Christine 
Metcalfe.  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager, 
Photography  Department. 

•Administration — John  Bahalis, 

Operations  Manager,  Carolyn  Craigue, 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Auction 
Coordinator,  Debbie  McDonald,  Pam 
Roberts,  Carol  Travers,  Jeremy  Wiggin, 
Betty  Wrubel. 

•  Publications  Dept. — John  Bahalis,  Mary 

Tocci. 

•Financial  Dept. — Laurel  A.  Morrill, 
Natalie  Smith. 
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BOOKS 

- FOR  SALE!  - 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  book 
order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts 
do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


United  States  Numismatic 
Literature:  Volume  I-Nineteenth 
Century  Auction  Catalogs 

by  John  W.  Adams 

Reprinted  by  George  F.  Kolbe.  This 
classic  work  is  the  foundation  stone  for 
studying  19th-cen¬ 
tury  coin  dealers,  auc¬ 
tioneers,  and  cata¬ 
logues.  279  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAD-900. 

List:  $49.50 


Handbook  of  20th-Century 
United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Much  worthwhile  information  about 
Saint-Gaudens  and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10, 
and  $20  gold  coins. 

1 84  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAK-749. 

List  $19.95 


Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
1848-1907:  A  Master  of 
American  Sculpture 

By  M usee  des  Augustins 

This  book  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint 
Gaudens,  his  home,  and  more  including 
specimens  in  the 
museum  of  the 
ANS.215pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-601. 

List  $69.95 
Soft  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-600. 

List  $49.95 

Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  interested  collector 
needs  to  know  about  half  dimes.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

TMt  COMPLTTF 

Stock  No.  BBL- 1 05.  T° 

List  $29.95  LIBERTY  SEATED 

HALF  DIMES 


American  Coin  Treasures 
and  Hoards 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Twenty-two  chapters  are  filled  with 
stories  of  treasures  hidden,  lost,  found, 
and  some  waiting  to 
be  found.  456  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-404. 

List  $59.95 


The  ANA  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  two-volume  book  on  the  history  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association 
from  1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 


Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAN-710. 
List  $159.00 


I 


American  Numismatic 
Association 

rarrcxsni,  history 


American  Numismatics 
Before  the  Civil  War,  1760-1860 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book,  emphasizing  the  story  of 
Augustus  B.  Sage,  will  give  you  an  “I  am 
there”  feeling  for  the  early  days  of  Amen- 
can  numismatics. 

43  2  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-405. 

List  $89.95 


A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide 
to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Meet  every  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
cent  in  the  pages  of 
this  fascinating  book 
which,  if  you  read  it, 
will  make  you  an  ex¬ 
pert.  541  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-31 1. 

List  $45.00 


A  PuvvrN  and 
F.nlhusi.iM’'  Cuklc 


Flviiv*  Eaftlc  a  ml 
Imiwn  Cents 


A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Second  Edition.  A  treasure  trove  of 
information  on  these 
popular  series.  1997 
prices  for  every  date 
and  mintmark.  304 
pages,  illustrated 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.BBM-402. 

List  $19.95 


Collecting  Coins  and  Making 
Money,  A  Peek  at  the  19th 
Century 

Introduction  By  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we  have  re¬ 
printed  some  of  our  favorite  articles  from 
the  19th  century.  A 
lot  of  fun,  informa¬ 
tive  reading.  192 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

List  $29.95 


Qfllrcllng  (olns 
^ Making  Money 


v  ..  o~  m  i  .,i„, 


Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
U.S.:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  one-of-a-kind  resource.  Multiple 
pages  on  every  classic  commemorative 
coin  and  previously  unpublished  infor¬ 
mation  about  rarity, 
market  analyses,  etc. ! 

768pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-308. 

List  $39.95 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-308A. 

List  $49.95 


Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Encyclopedia  of 

Automatic  Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

First  printed  in  1972,  this  book  has 
become  the  standard  reference  on  old- 
time  automatic  music  makers.  If  you  like 
music  or  nostalgia, 


you’ll  love  this 
book.  1,008  pages, 
illustrated.  Over 
20,000  copies  sold! 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-802. 
List  $89.95 


^.drwloprbia  o(  3at»mnttt 
$§£  .SBhiSiral  3nftlrutwitts 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Covers  all  American  series  from 
colonials  to  territorial  gold,  half  cents  to 
$20  gold.  Equivalent 
to  a  university  course 
in  coins.  572  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-130. 

List  $59.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

Ai  ILajtnted  br  (he 
(Stren  Cyiauun 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life 
of  this  magnificent  collector  and  his  fas¬ 
cinating  collection 
which,  when  sold,  re¬ 
alized  $44  million! 

176pages,  illustrated. 

Second  printing. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-146A. 

List  $62.50 


Louis  Iv.  Kli.islH.  rj4 

♦ 

Kina  of  Com 


b  IJ.  Ikn  u/  Hwtn 


The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804 
and  the  Exciting  Adventures  of 
Edmund  Roberts 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Take  a  ride  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as 
it  delivers  the 
“King  of  Coins”  to 


the  Sultan  of  Mus¬ 
cat.  Includes  over 
100  biographies  of 
numistmatists. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-407. 
List  $69.95 


The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its 
loss  and  recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold 
Rush  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  a  history  of  | 
the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  416  pages,  i 
lustrated. 


Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-406. 
List  $69.95 


U.S.  Copper  Coins: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  U.S.  coppers  are  discussed.  176 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 


Stock  No.  BBM-302. 
List  $9.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  definitive  work  on  American  gold 
coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
James  Baker  wanted 
to  know  about  gold 
coins,  he  consulted 
this  book.  Award 
winner.  415  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-135. 

List  $57.95 


United  States  Cold  Cotns 

Aa  IfewnaKd  Ittrton 
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I  or  vour  listening  pleasure  we  offer  you 
An  Eivning  at  the  Home  of  Cecil  P.  DeMille, 
a  two-CD  set  recorded  by  Joe  Cimino  fea¬ 
turing  melodies  on  the"MightyWurlitzer" 
theatre  pipe  organ.  We  guarantee  you  the 
best  part  of  two  hours  of  fun  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  with  this  purchase. 


Stock  No.  BCD-1. 
List  S24.95 


U.S.  3y  and  5<2  Pieces: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

Bn  Q  David  Bowers 

An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 


Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-303. 
List  $9.95 


Virgil  Brand: 

The  Man  and  His  Era, 

Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details 
the  almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil 

Brand  who  assembled _ 

the  largest  coin  collec¬ 
tion  of  all  time.  248 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-140. 

List  $29.00 


VIROL  BRAND. 
TV  Mao  and  Hl»  Era 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  arcane,  but  fascinating  inquiry  into 
counterstamped  coins.  If  you  buy  this 
book  and  don’t  enjoy  it,  let  Dave  know 
within  30  days,  are- 
fund  will  be  sent, 
and  you  can  keep 
the  book  free!  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-422. 

List  $49.95 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Half  Cents 

The  definitive  reference  on  half  cents 
dated  1793-1857,  this  encyclopedia  cov¬ 
ers  their  produc¬ 
tion,  rarity,  grading, 
and  varieties.  500 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-724. 

List:  $65.00 


WALTER  WKEEVS 

COWIU.TR 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 
t  VMM  OLOMAL 


COINS 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 

The  master  source,  the  fountainhead 
of  information  gathered  over  a  long  pe¬ 
riod  of  years  By  one 
of  America’s  most 
highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  research¬ 
ers.  754  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-764. 

List:  $135.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of 
Early  United  States  Cents 
1793-1814 

Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt 

Everything  you’ve  always  wanted  to 
know  about  the  large  cent  series.  895 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-999. 

List:  $89.95 
Deluxe  Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-999A. 

List:  $149.95 


Walter  Breens 
Encyclopedia 

Ka-I>  Untied  Slates  Cent* 

1793- ISM 


Statehood  Quarters 
Collector’s  Handbook 

By  Kenneth  B ressett 

Includes  a  detailed  overview  of  the 
program,  a  history  of  the  U.S.  quarter, 
designs,  and  more.  90 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-555. 

List:  $4.99 


"Kenneth  Bressett 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  By  Carl  W. A.  Carlson  &  Michael 
Hodder 

A  companion  to  the  two- volume  ANA 
History.  Specialized  research  articles  by 
some  of  the  hobby’s 
leading  figures.  372 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-711. 

List  $65.00 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

B  yJH  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  this  popu¬ 
lar  series  by  an  acknowledged  expert 
(w'hose  reference  collection  we  had  the 
honor  of  showcasing 
at  auction  a  few  years 
ago).  175  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  $24.95 


NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

- FOR  SALE! 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  hook 
order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20°.  i  discount  (Discounts 
do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Smart  Collector 

By  the  Editors  of  Coin  World 

A  handy  commentary.  General  infor¬ 
mation  is  given  concerning  each  design, 
followed  by  “What 
Will  It  Cost?”  and 
“Fast  Facts”.  254 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCW-700. 

List  $22.00 


CbhVfor  | 


Sui«*  Coins 


CoinWorld  Almanac 

By  The  Editors  of  Coin  World 

This  7 th  edition  includes  rarities,  coin¬ 
age  laws,  market  history,  precious  metals, 
descriptions  of  mints  and  officials,  paper 
money,  grading,  mintage  figures,  and  in¬ 
vestments.  699  pages, 
illustrated.  |GftWorid@| 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  CWA-250. 

List  $20.00 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S .  Crosby 

One  of  the  greatest  American  numis¬ 
matic  books,  this  volume  appeared  in 
1875  and  has  never  been  superseded. 
Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American 
coins.  378  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated.  Durst  re¬ 
print. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 


United  States  Small  Cents- 
Silver  Dollars:  Significant 
Auction  Records  1995-June  2000 

Compiled  by  John  Dannreuther  &  Jeff  Garrett 
Lots  and  lots  of  data !  If  you  like  to  pore 

over  market  prices, _ 

numbers,  etc.,  you’ll 
be  as  happy  as  a  clam 
with  this  book!  643 
pages. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BDA'800. 

List:  $100.00 


INIIIIISMIIS 

SMALL  <  I  MV 

Ml  U  R  not  I  AKS 


America’s  Money 
America’s  Story 

By  Richard  Doty 

Experience  the  fascinating  evolution 
of  America’s  monetary  system  from  one 
of  the  most  respected  numismatic  schol¬ 
ars  in  the  w’orld.  244 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BDO-500. 

List  $34.95 


The  Soho  Mint  & 

the  Industrialization  of  Money 

By  Dr  Richard  Doty 

If  you  know  about  the  Soho  Mint  then 
this  book  is  a  “must  have.”  If  you  don’t 

know  about  it,  that _ 

is  all  the  more  rea¬ 
son  to  order  a  copy! 

254  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BDO-505. 

List  $75.00 


THE  SOHO  MINT 


ItuhubutU  -jHum 

.</  .Wofcrr  ; 
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The  Complete  Guide  to 
Certified  Barber  Coinage 

By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum 

An  in-depth  survey  of  the  Mint  State 
certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  1 892- 
1916.  160  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750. 

List  $35.00 


The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 

B\  Michael  S  Fey.  Ph  D  and  Jeff  Orman 
A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most  popular 
Morgan  dollar  varieties.  Excellent  for 
those  who  wish  to  “cherrypick”  for  valu¬ 
able  die  varieties.  137  g — 
pages,  illustrated. 


Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFE-300. 
List  $24.95 
leatherette. 

Stock  No.  RFH-301. 
List  $24.95 
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The  Greatest  Numismatic  Book  on  the  Gold  Rush 


A  California 
Gold  Rush  History 

-  featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America 


One  ot  the  greatest  rare  coin  publishing  projects  ever 
accomplished  is  now  on  the  verge  of  completion.  Sponsored 
by  the  California  Gold  Marketing  Group 

(Dwight  Manley)  and  written  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  with  a  budget  running  into 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  A 
California  Gold  Rush  History  featuring 
the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central 

America  will  soon  be  published. 
We  invite  you  to  order  your  copy 
now  at  a  special  pre-publication 
Si/;  discount  and  be  among  the  first 
to  receive  your  copy  of  this 
spectacular  book. 

The  discovery  of  gold  at 
Sutter’s  Mill  on  January  24, 

1848,  ignited  the  greatest  gold 
rush  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
Soon,  Forty-Niners  came  to 
Calitornia  by  wagon  and  ship, 
explored  for  gold,  found 
treasure,  and  soon  expanded 

America  from  sea  to  shining  sea,  opening  up  the  great  West. 
Never  before  had  such  an  expansion  occurred  within  a  short 
period  of  time,  and  never  before  in  American  history  were 
developments  more  far-reaching. 


The  field  of  numismatics  was  affected  beyond  measure.  So 
much  gold  was  discovered  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  was 
literally  overwhelmed  beginning  in  1849,  and  additional  gold 
was  sent  for  coinage  to  the  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  and  New 
Orleans  mints.  Two  new  denominations  were  produced  to 
help  transform  the  flood  of  precious  metal  into  coins.  The 
gold  dollar  was  introduced  in  1849  and  the  double  eagle  in 
1850,  the  last  becoming  America’s  most  popular  gold  coin  in 
terms  of  the  total  face  value  produced. 


In  the  meantime  in  California,  a  host  of  private  minters 
and  assayers  commenced  business,  including  Moffat  &  Co., 
Miners  Bank,  Pacific  Company,  J.S.  Ormshy,  and  more, 
followed  in  1854  by  the  establishment  of  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  These  dramatically  altered  the  panorama  of  American 
coins  ;md,  in  rime,  numismatics,  laying  the  groundwork  for 
much  of  what  we  know  and  appreciate  today. 


No  expense  or  effort  has  been  spared  to  create  one  of  the 
most  impressive,  most  interesting,  most  informative,  and  most 
useful  numismatic  books  ever  created.  Printed  in  full  color 
throughout,  on  high  quality  glossy  paper,  extensively  illustrated, 
beautifully  bound,  and  over  1,000  pages,  A  California  Gold  Rush 
History  featuring  the  treasure  from 
the  S.S.  Central  America  will  be 
literally  a  gold  mine  of  numis¬ 
matic  information  plus  a  virtual 
in-depth  “experience”  —  a  “you 
are  there”  visit  to  the  Gold  Rush, 
as  it  happened. 

You  will  “visit”  assay  offices 
and  mints,  you’ll  be  at  a  casino 
in  San  Francisco  as  a  pile  of  $50 
gold  slugs  is  wagered,  you’ll  take 
an  insider’s  tour  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mint,  you’ll  be  in  a 
prairie  schooner  crossing  the 
great  desert,  you’ll  he  aboard  a 
steamship  in  the  Pacific,  and  you’ll 
strike  gold  in  a  mining  camp! 

Adventure  after  adventure,  scenario 
after  scenario  beckons!  Often,  truth  is 
stranger  than  fiction!  And,  with  the 
help  of  dozens  of  institutions  and 
private  researchers,  including  the  Wells 
Fargo  Museum,  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  the  Huntington  Library, 
the  California  Historical  Society,  the 
Bancroft  Library,  and  more,  each  topic 
is  carefully  annotated  and  refer- 


enced — providing  one  of  the  most  accurate,  most  authoritative 
accounts  ever  to  reach  print. 

Rounding  out  the  scenario,  and  providing  the  financing  and 
actually  the  subsidy  tor  this  immense  volume,  was  the  loss  of  the 
S.S.  Central  America  at  sea  on  September  12,  1857,  and  the  later 
finding  and  recovery  by  the  Columbus- America  Discovery 
Group  of  an  immense  treasure  worth  untold  millions  of  dollars. 
The  story  of  the  ship — with  much  information  never  before 
available  in  a  single  volume — includes  illustrations  and  descrip¬ 
tions  of  fabulous  gold  coins  and  ingots  found  as  part  of  the 
treasure,  comprising  the  appendices  of  this  27-chapter  volume. 

Excitement,  pathos,  drama,  glory,  tragedy — the  vast  panorama  of 
the  Gold  Rush  and  coinage  will  come  to  life.  When  you  are 
finished  with  this  book,  you  will  have  had  a  very  enjoyable 
experience  and  you  will  also  be  very  knowledgeable  on  the  subject. 

The  special  Foreword  to  the  book  has  been  written  by  Dr. 
Richard  Doty,  curator  of  the  National  Coin  Collection  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

Here  is  a  summary  of  the  book: 

•  Length:  Over  1,000  pages. 

•  High  quality  glossy  paper. 

•  Full  color  throughout  the  book — including 
gold  coins  and  ingots. 

•  Large  format  pages. 

•  Beautiful  hardbound  quality. 

•  Fully  annotated  and  indexed. 

•  Comprehensive  information  concerning  pri¬ 
vate  and  federal  gold  coins  of  the  era. 

•  Details  on  mints  and  assay  offices. 

•  Much  information  never  before  available  in  a 
single  volume. 

•  Produced  at  an  expense  involving  over 
$200,000  in  research  and  preparation. 

•  An  unsurpassed,  unequalled  “grand”  book  you  will  treasure 
forever! 

•  27  chapters  plus  four  appendices. 

•  List  price:  $199  (plus  $5  shipping). 

•  Special  pre-publication  offer,  $149  (plus  $5  shipping). 

Shipping  date  anticipated  to  be  in  early  2002. 

You  will  be  among  the  first  to  get  a  copy! 

Pre-Publication  Order  Special 

If  you  take  advantage  of  this  pre-publication  offer,  you  can  have 
your  copy  of  A  California  Gold  Rush  History  numbered  and  with 
the  signatures  of  Q.  David  Bowers,  author;  Tommy  Thompson, 
discoverer  of  the  shipwreck;  Boh  Evans,  chief  scientific  researcher 
for  Columbus- America  Discovery  Group;  and  Dwight  Manley, 
head  of  the  California  Gold  Marketing  Group. 


at  They  Say 

We  sent  out  parts  of  the  manuscript  to 
numismatic  leaders,  and  here  are  just  a  few  of 
the  enthusiastic  comments  received: 


Nothing  captures  the  imagination  like  sunken  treasure.  Nobody  can 
tell  the  stop'  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  better  than  Q.  David  Bowers. 
— David  C.  Harper 
Editor,  Numismatic  News 

No  other  single  event  in  our  nation’s  history  is  more  important  to  its 
economic  development  than  the  California  Gold  Rush  of  1 849.  Q. 
David  Bowers  brings  to  life  the  stories  and  real  adventures  in  this  new 
book,  A  California  Gold  Rush  History  Featuring  Treasure  from  the  S.S 
Central  America.  Anyone  who  even  thinks  of  owning  a  part  of  the  1857 
treasure  will  be  mesmerized  by  the  personal  way  the  author  has  ex¬ 
plained  the  tragic  events,  which  lead  up  to  the  sinking  of  the  ship,  and 
to  the  recent  recovery  of  its  treasure. 

With  its  gold  bars  and  coins  from  the  California  Gold  Rush  days 
valued  at  over  100  million  dollars,  the  treasure  from  the  Central  America 
is  truly  history  that  collectors  can  hold  in  their  hands. 

— H.  Robert  Campbell 

President,  American  Numismatic  Association 


GUARANTEE: 

We  positively  guarantee 
that  when  you  receive  your 
copy  you  will  find  it  to  be  ev¬ 
erything  we  say,  and  more  — 
a  numismatic  and  historical 
delight,  an  adventure  in 
reading,  a  fantastic  volume 
which  you  will  enjoy.  If  not, 
an  instant  cash  refund  awaits 
you  within  30  days. 


As  I  continue  through  this  fascinating  stop,  I  realized  that  what 
I’m  really  reading  is  a  compendium  or  distillation  of  an  entire 
Gold  Rush  library.  I  suspect  that,  in  future  years,  this  book 
could  well  become  the  standard  survey  of  the  subject — and  I’m 
pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  for  this  advance  reading. 

I  must  say,  I  sense  a  depth  of  enthusiasm  in  the  telling  of 
this  particular  story,  coupled  with  detailed  documentation  of 
references,  that  together  raise  it  “a  notch  above.”  That’s  not  to 
belittle  your  many  other  fine  works,  but  only  to  say  that  I  sense 
something  deeper  here,  some  awareness  of  humanity  in  all  its 
commingled  altruism  and  greed,  that  makes  for  a  greater  sense 
of  universality.  Magnum-Opus-in-Progress?  C’est  possible... 
— Harp  E.  Salyards 
Editor,  Penny-Wise 


It  there  was  such  a  thing  as  a  time  machine  1  am  sure  that  Q.  David 
Bowers  would  be  driving  it.  In  his  latest  book  he  takes  us  back  to  the 
Gold  Rush  in  California  and  gives  readers  an  up-close  and  personal 
look  at  the  characters,  times  and  treasures  of  that  period.  This  is  a 
book  unlike  any  other  on  the  subject.  Combining  histop  with  the 
very  tangible  items  recovered  from  the  S.S.  Central  America  is  a  thrill 
that  makes  it  all  come  alive. 

— Ken  Bressett 

Editor,  A  Guide  Book  ofU.S.  Coins 

Dave  Bowers’  A  California  Gold  Rush  History  brings  to  life  places, 
times  and  people  of  California’s  Gold  Rush  days,  looks  at  their 
impingement  on  the  economics  of  the  eastern  United  States, 
especially  New  York,  and  presents  contemporary  as  well  as  current 
numismatic  facts  of  interest,  lbs  graphic  stop  of  the  individuals  and 
gold  which  ended  up  on  the  fatal  voyage  of  the  S.S.  Central  America 
climaxes  with  concomitant  graphic  tales  of  heroism  and  tragedy  It 
reads  like  fiction,  but  is  marvelously  true! 

— William  Bain  Murray 
Com  World  columnist 


Paper  Money 
of  the  United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

With  additions  and  revisions  by  Ira  S.  and 
Arthur  L.  Friedberg 
The  essential 
work  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  United 
States  currency. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFR-105A, 

List  $35.00 


Bowers  and  Merena’s  Little  Editions 

A  series  of  monographs  on  a  variety  of  coin- 
related  topics,  from  famous  figures  to  studies 
on  popular  series  to  investigative  reports. 

A  Curious  Thievery  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint 
By  A.L.  Drummond 
Stock  No.  BLE-501 
List  $5.95 


A  t  U/llYUH 
l'hiev«f>  ardu* 
IhulacMjihta 
Mint 


PAPER  MONEY 

OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  book 
order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount  (Discounts 
do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


A  Review  of  the 
Commemorative  Coin 
Market 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No.  BLE-502. 
List  $5.95 


liw 

('oinugniorativi 
Coin  Market 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  Greer 

A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Each 
elate  and  mintmark _ 

ety  analysis,  history,  LIBERTY  SEATED 
and  scarcity. 

Stock  No.  BGR-222. 

List  $36.95  Mffiy 


Bill  Fivaz’s  Counterfeit 
Detection  Guide 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  reference,  de 
signed  to  enable  you  to  recognize  genu 
me  pieces,  with  the 
potential  to  save  (or  I 
make)  you  money  LSrTjQifi 
when  purchasing.  52 
pages,  illustrated.  K* 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BF1-1 15. 

List  $10.00 


The  Authoritative  Reference 
on  Three  Cent  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward  Fletcher 

The  only  reference  available  dealing 
solely  with  this  19th  century  denomina¬ 
tion.  If  you  have  even  one  nickel  three- 
cent  piece,  this  book 
will  aid  in  your  appre-  KflMfWfWWBI 
I  i.itionolit.  luO pages, 
illustrated. 


The  Curious  Case  of 
the  Coin  Collectors 
Kline 

By  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosj,  NLG 

Stock  No.  BLE-503. 
List  $5.95 


ITtv*  Com 
Collectors 
Kline 


Woodward’s  Sale  of 
the  John  F.  McCoy 
Collection 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 
Stock  No.  BLE-504. 
List  $5.95 


rlohn  I  McCoy 
Collection 


The  Neighborhood  Mint: 
Dahlonega  in  the  Age  of  Jackson 

By  Sylvia  Gailey  Head  and  Elizabeth  W. 
Etheridge 

A  classic  in  the  field  of  gold 
research,  this  volume 

h.M'M  been  reprinted  I 
with  the  addition  ol 
new  plates  and  pho  Hjflg||f||ljjllll 

tographs.  206  pages, 

Flardbound.  dr',  .  , 

Stock  No.  BHE-700.  j 

List  $30.00 


Cherrytickers’  Pocket  Guide 
Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 

The  150  most  in-  <t|i||ttl 
teresting  varieties  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  handy, 
spiral-bound  volume 
that  will  fit  in  a  coat 
pocket.  220  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral  bound.  THE  CHEKlYflCKERS’  POC 

Stock  No.  BFI-114. 

List  $19.95 


Treasure  Hunting 
Liberty  Head  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn 
and  Bill  Van  Note 

This  book  will  make  attribution  of 
your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a 
breeze!  130pages, il-  ■■■■ 
lustrated.  y  ds.T  .’,"1 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  RFL- 301. 

List  $29.95 


Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading 
in  Certified  Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 

A  guide  to  market  availability  of  vari¬ 
ous  issues  in  various  grades. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851A. 

List  $50.00  i—t;«  ■“i  !i“»a 
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Cherrytickers’  Guide 
To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

Fourth  Edition-Volume  I 
By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  variet- 

from  INI 


Those  Amazing  Coins 
A  Kid’s  Guide  to  Collecting 

By  Kevin  Flynn,  Ron  Volpe 
and  Kelsey  Flynn 

An  all-encompasing  beginner’s  guide 
to  coin  collecting 
geared  to  young  numis- 

matists.  120  pages,  il- 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-305. 

List  $9.95  fl|iR9 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  Lange 

This  2nd  edition  is  updated  with  new 
information,  has  illustrations,  prices, 
and  striking  characteristics  of  each 
issue.  198  pages. 

Hardbound. 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  J.  H odder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action  guide  to  commemo¬ 
rative  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-309, 

List  $14.95 


les  of  U.o.  coins 
half  cents  to  jefferson 
nickels  are  described 
and  arranged  by  two  of 
the  hobby’s  most  ad¬ 
mired  figures.  422 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BF1-950. 

List  $34.95 


Guides  U.S. 
Commemorative 

COINS 


Michael  I.  Mod  (It  r 
Q.  David  Bowm 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about 
this  series.  Highly  acclaimed  and  with 
enough  information 
for  two  books!  392  ■ 

.  -«•  coMfum  uviim  n» 

pages,  illustrated.  LINCOLN 

Softbound.  CENTS 

Stock  No.  BLA- 107. 

List  $41.95  JTWj  lCf  V'# 


The  Norweb  Collection: 

An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder 
&  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb  Collection, 
and  its  formation 

itvi'i  wv oral  genera- 

II1  1 '  i  2"  |  Ifu-.  1 1  £ 

lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

si,„  k  No.  HUM  14V 
I  m  N2U.U5 


The  U.S.  Rare  Coin  Handbook 
For  Collectors  and  Investors 

By  Les  &  Sue  Fox 

A  basic  guide  of  rare  United  States 
coins,  includung  the  new  state  quarters. 
Loaded  with  great  ar¬ 
ticles,  charts  and 
color  illustrations 
2 1 6  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFO-750. 

List  $9.95 


Helpful  Hints 

For  Enjoying  Coin  Collecting 
By  Bill  Fivaz 

Rill  shares  over  50  years  of  experience, 
providing  the  reader  the  information, 
kills 
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The  Half  Cent  Die  State  Btxik 
1793-1857 

By  Rrnu ild  P.  Manley,  Ph  D. 

A  comprehensive  study  of  half  cent 
die  varieties  discussing  identification, 
chronology,  and 
rarity.  300  pages,  il- 

lii'trated.  J^BBBS3SSBgS 

Hardbound. 

sunk  No.  BMA-N50.  I 

1  ot  '75aV 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Quarters 

By  David  Lawrence 

A  passport  for  collecting  and  enjoying 
the  series.  How  rare  is  it?  What  are  some 
of  the  characteristics 
of  the  obverse  and  re 
verse  die  ?  These  ques 
t  ions  and  more  are  an 
swered  in  this  guide. 

Soft  bound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-109. 

List  $29.95 


BARBER 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books!  If  your  hook 
order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off  the  entire 
amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20°.  discount  (Discounts 
do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Early  Paper  Money 
of  America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 

The  source  for  early  American  paper 
money  collectors  including  comprehen¬ 
sive  information  on 

Hardbound.  f  - 

List  $75.00  ,-sH:  llVj  #■-:  UL 


History  Comes  to  Life:  Collecting 
Historical  Letters  and  Documents 

by  Kenneth  W.  Ren dell 

Written  by  one  of  the  most  highly 
acclaimed  autograph  dealers  and  experts 
the  world  has  ever 

known,  this  hook  ^ 

makes  dandy  read-  ^ 

ing  for  anyone  in- 

terested  in  history'.  t  <«n<  s ioljJ< 

279  pages,  ill.  *— •■*  "  “ 

Hardbound.  V 

Stock  No.  BRE- 113.  ^ 

List:  $29.95  :ijprnfc: 


The  Gobrecht  Journal, 
Collective  Vol.  4 

Edited  by  Eh.  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from 
recent  years  from  the  journal  of 
the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club.  Full  of  research  informa¬ 
tion,  market  data,  collecting  in¬ 
sights,  and  more.  600  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  $44.00 


Longacre’s  Two-Cent  Piece: 

1 864  Attribution  Guide 

By  Frank  Leone 

Every  idiosyncracy  of  the  two-cent 
piece  has  been  studied  by  this  well-known 
author.  Offers  hours 
of  enjoyment  attrib¬ 
uting  your  collection. 

248  pages. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BLE-440. 

List  $24.95 
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Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  ANA.  Tidbit:  At  one  time  this 
w'as  the  most-requested  book  in  the  De¬ 
troit  Public  Library  - 

system.  It  is  true!  *§;— ■ «— * — — 
Now  in  its  18th  edi- 
tion,  224  pages,  illus- 


California  Coiners  and  Assayers 

By  Dan  Owens 

A  wealth  of  information  relating  to 
coining  in  California  from  1848-1863, 
including  bars  recovered  from  The  S.S. 
Central  America.  448 
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United  States  Numismatic 
Auction  Catalogues  1990-2000 

compiled  by  Karl  Moulton 

Lists  the  auction  catalogues,  the  num 
ber  of  pages  and  the  number  of  lots,  pub 
lished  by  the  vari¬ 
ous  United  States 
auction  houses,  a 
dandy  guide  to  what 
is  “out  there.”  60 
pages. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BMO-400. 

List  price  $29.95.  2 


Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 

By  Russell  J.  Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  great  reference  by  two  of  numismat¬ 
ics’  most  accomplished  authors.  Packed 
with  information  on 

rhiMiKcurebut  tasci-  I 

nating  series. 
illustrated. 


pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOW-800. 
List  $49.95 


UNITED  STATES 


pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRL-100. 
List  $75.00 
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Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

By  AlC.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on  the  series,  a 

“must-have”  book. - 

Photographs  of  die 

varieties  include 

1  1 

new  discovery  pieces 

enlarged  two  diam- 

eters.  710  pages.  ! 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOV- 100. 

List  $59.95 


Medallic  Portraits 
of  Washington 

By  Russell  Rulau  &  George  F uld 

This  second  edition  covers  Washing¬ 
ton  coins,  medals,  tokens,  plaques,  and 
badges  issued  from  1781  ti 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference  book  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period. 
312  pages,  illustrated  with  line  cuts. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-79S. 

List  $50.00 


Rare  Coin  Review  1969-1994: 

An  Annotated  Index 
of  the  First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

A  collector’s  guide  to  the  title  subject 
(Thanks,  Ken,  for  writing  this! )  93  pages, 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BMT-100. 

List  $19.95 
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Standard  Catalog 
of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of  listings  and  pho¬ 
tographs,  rarity  ratings,  and  just  about 
everything  else  you 

need  to  know  to  buy,  ' 

sell,  I  olive  l .  >\ 

and  appreciate 


United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  discusses  the 
end  of  silver  coinage,  the  composition  ot 
the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues 

anil  dates.  174  pages,  j 
illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Slock  No.  BRA-51 1. 

List  $12.95 


U.S.  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 
Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  series,  w'ith  mucl 
information,  price  data,  etc.,  not  avail 
able  in  any  other 
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Mason’s  Stamp 

&  Coin  Collector’s  Magazine 

First  ever  reprint  of  the  periodicals  of 
E.  Locke  Mason,  rare  coin  dealer  of 
Philadelphia 
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Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst,  the 
first  in  the  American  series  to  combine 
detailed  numismatic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  in- 
formation,  and  opin¬ 
ions,  a  delightful  mix- 
ture.  340  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSH-iOO. 

List  $50.00 


The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent 
Attribution  Guide:  2nd  edition, 
Volume  1, 1856-1858 

by  Richard  E.  Snow 

All  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about 
technicalities  in  the 
title  mentioned  spe¬ 


cialty.  Photographs 
galore!  128  pages, 
illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSN  501. 
List:  $24.50 
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The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent 
Attribution  Guide:  2nd  edition, 
Volume  6,  1900-1909 

by  Richard  E.  Snow 

Packed  with  information  and  illustra¬ 
tions  addressing 
small  cents  in  the  j 
first  decade  of  the  \ 

20th  century.  112  \ 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSN  506. 


List:  $18.00 


Mrterd  K.  tew 


U.S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia 

By  Stephen  M.  Sullivan 

This  book  illustrates  many  different 
types  of  currency  errors.  A  great  guide  for 
answering  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors 
and  giving  a  view  of 
market  values.  431 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSU-KX). 

List  $12.00 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver 
&  Gold  Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 

An  updated  version  of  this  well-known 
and  highly  regarded 
classic.  386  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSW-742. 

List  $29.95 


United  States  Ten  Dollar 
Gold  Eagles  1795-1804 

By  Anthony  J.  Taras zka 

The  first  sytematic  compilation  of 
photographs  and  detailed  descriptions  of 
the  known  eagle  die 
marriages.  84  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-900. 

List  $69.95 


The  Standard  Guide 
to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

This  fourth  edition  is  packed  with 
new,  updated  information  on  every  com 
in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-404. 

List  $24.95 


Coin  Lore 

By  Gerald  Tebbens 

Collected  essays  by  this  popular  Coin 
Lore  columnist.  Easy,  informative  read¬ 
ing  on  about  as  many  various  subjects  as 
there  are  chapters  in 
the  book:  42.  224 
pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTE-800. 

List  $22.00 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Franklin  Half  Dollars 

By  Rick  T omaska 

The  first  book  devoted  solely  to  the 
Franklin  half  dollar 
series.  Includes  date- 
by-date  analysis, 
plus  grading  infor¬ 
mation,  rarity  esti¬ 
mates,  and  more. 

240  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTO-100. 

List  $19.95 

Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading 
and  Counterfeit  Detection 

Edited  by  Scott  A.  Travers 
Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Explains  and  illustrates  the  standards 
for  grading  Mint  State  coins,  plus  infor¬ 
mation  on  counterfeits, 
forgery,  cleaning,  and 
more.  324  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRH-200. 

List  $29.95 


Scott  Travers’ 

Top  88  Coins  Over  $100 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  draws  a  roadmap  detailing 
both  the  hits  and  the  misses — the  coins 
that,  in  his  opinion, 
represent  good  values 
or  that  you  should 
steer  clear  of.  134 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTR-950. 

List  $1 1.95 


Comprehensive  Catalog 
and  Encyclopedia 
of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  Mallis 

A  brand  new  edition  of  this  popular 
book.  534  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BVA-710. 

List  $79.95 


Crime  of  1873-The  Comstock 
Connection 

By  Robert  Van  Ryzin 

Takes  you  through  this  pivotal  epoch 
in  western  history — life  in  the  silver 
mines  of  Nevada’s 

CRIME 
1873 


Comstock  Lode, 
the  minting  of  the 
popular  Carson 
City  dollars,  and 
much  more.  300 
pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BVA-980. 
List  $14.95 


The  Best  of  The  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 

Features  139  of  the  most  desirable 
Washington  quarter  doubled  dies  with 
detailed  descriptions,  cross-reference  in¬ 
formation,  values, 
rarity,  and  more.  186 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWE-825. 

List  $39.95 


Treasure  Hunting 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 

The  first  reference  available  covering 
a  sizable  number  of  Mercury  dime  variet¬ 
ies.  Divided  into  three  important  sec¬ 
tions  with  value 
charts  for  all  varieties 
covered.  120  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-302. 

List  $29.95 


The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties,  in¬ 
cluding  repunched  mintmarks,  die  modi¬ 
fications,  major  die  breaks,  pricing  and 
rarity,  plus  helpful  hints  for  cherrypicking. 
316  pages,  ill. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BW1-202. 

List  $40.00 


The  Washington  Quarter 
Dollar  Book:  An  Attribution 
and  Pricing  Guide 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

An  must  for  the  specialist  and  the 
serious  or  beginning  variety  collector. 
Each  variety  is  listed 
with  all  you  need  for 
enjoyable  and  accu¬ 
rate  attribution.  240 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BW1-400. 

List  $40.00 

Gold  Coins  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

A  new  edition  based  on  research  Doug 
Winter  has  done  since  the  first  edition 
was  published.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings, 
strike  information,  sur-  g 
faces,  lustre,  die  vari¬ 
eties,  and  more.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-819. 

List  $35.00 
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Gold  Coins 

OF  THE  DaHLONEGA  MlNT 
B\  Douglas  VE 'inter 

Fix: uses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  including  availability 
and  commentary  re- 
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Softbound. 
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Publications  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 

From  the  illustrious  series  of  mono¬ 
graphs  relating  to  the  “Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference”  held  each  year  in 
New  Y ork  City  hy  the  ANS,  each  volume 
is  superb,  contains  the  work  of  many 
authors,  is  excellently  illustrated,  and 
will  he  a  fine  addition  to  any  library. 


America’s  Silver 
Coinage  1794-1891 
Cloth  hardbound,  , 
pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-210. 
List  $15.00 


John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
by  Stewart  Witham 

An  illustrated  biography  which  makes 
John  Reich,  designer  of  the  1807  Capped 
Bust  coinage,  come 
alive.  48  pages,  illus 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-900. 

List  $12.95 


America’s  Silver 
Dollars 

Edited  by  John  M .  Kleeber g 
Cloth  hardbound,  127 
illustrated. 


1.  Any  item  can  he  reserved  hy  telephone  Monday  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department— TOLL-FREE— at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use 
our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American  Express 
(send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  hank,  and  he  sure 
to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your 
first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then 
send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  it  your  first  choice 
has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be 
senr  insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3 .  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been  previously  established.  Interest  will 
be  charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1%  per  month  (12%  per  annum)  after  30  days. 
Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your 
street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on 
request)  for  coin  orders  of  $500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about  our  rates 
for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason,  including  grading,  may  be 
returned  within  30  days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a 
return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transactions, 
convention  or  other  in-person  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which 
sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 
untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the 
state  ofpreservationofa  particular  item.  Allsuch  terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical 
descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an 
attribution.  No  warranty',  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary'  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However, 
it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  from  1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable 
prices  have  pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we 
have  built  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  is  a  Collectors  Universe  company,  as  is  PCGS. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for 
a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability  ). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  members  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and 
president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  1 983-1985.  Other  staff  members  have 
likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  many  years 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  Wc  maintain  no  over-the-counter  facilities  We  do 
attend  certain  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there  We  are  as 
close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
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pages, 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-21 1 
List  $25.00 


America’s  Gold 
Coinage 

Edited  by  William  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  132 
illustrated. 


by  Stewart  Witham 


pages, 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-212 
List  $15.00 


Numismatist’s  “Companion” 

Books 

Each  book  in  tne  “Companion”  series 
is  edited  by  QDB  and  contains  interest¬ 
ing  articles  by  various  authors.  Delightful 
and  informative  reading.  Softbound,  5-1/ 
2  by  8-1/2  inches. 


The  Token: 

America’s  Other 
Money 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 
Cloth  hardbound,  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-213. 

List  $25.00 
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Coinage  of  the 
American  Confedera¬ 
tion  Period 
Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Cloth  hardbound,  346 
pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-214. 

List  $25.00 
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America’s  Large  Cent 
Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg 
Cloth  hardbound,  190 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-215. 

List  $25.00 


Numismatist’s  Countryside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-207.  List  $12.95 


Numismatist’s  Bedside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-200.  List  $12.95 


Money  of  the  American  Colonies 
and  Confederation 

By  Philip  L.  Mossman 

A  superb  study,  separately  published 
hy  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to 
SylvesterS.  Crosby’s 

I  r  l\  1  Hi! IS  <if  y.;/"  , 

Vt.-'i. ..  'id  i  Bp  f  pi. 

illusir, Ill'll.  I 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMO-200.  I 
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Numismatist’s  Downtown  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-208.  List  $12.95 


Numismatist’s  Lakeside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-202.  List  $12.95 


Numismatist’s  Topside  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-209.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Traveling  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-210.  List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s  Weekend  Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-206.  List  $12.95 
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Gold  Ingots 

- From  the  S.S.  Central  America 


Henry  Hentsch — $195,000 


Kellogg  &  Humbert — $80,000 
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Kellogg  &  Humbert — $85,000 


In  recent  times  we  have  been  front  row  center  in 
offering  to  the  public  the  treasure  found  on  the  S.S. 
Central  America. 

We  are  pleased  to  offer  fantastic  gold  ingots  of  a  qual¬ 
ity  that  has  rarely  been  seen  before,  and  previously  un¬ 
available  at  any  cost.  Never  before  in  the  history  of  nu¬ 
mismatics  has  there  been  such  an  opportunity,  and  never 
again  will  such  an  opportunity  occur.  By  contacting  us 
today  for  information  about  gold  ingots,  you  will  be  a 
part  of  history — and  will  be  able  to  personally  own  a 
part  of  “America’s  Lost  Treasure,”  an  ingot  from  the 
“Ship  of  Gold.” 

We  have  hand  selected  a  variety  of  ingots  from  three 
different  assayers,  some  of  which  are  available  immediately 
and  others  which  will  come  to  the  market  over  the  next 
few  months: 

•  Kellogg  &.  Humbert,  San  Francisco:  The  most 
numismatically  famous  partnership,  as  both  Kellogg  and 
Humbert  were  well  known  producers  of  coins. 


Kellogg  &  Humbert — $90,000 
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Kellogg  &  Humbert — $80,000 


•  Justh  &  Hunter,  San  Francisco  and  Marysville: 

Rather  scarce  in  the  selection.  As  Dave’s  new  book 
will  detail,  Emil  Justh  was  a  well-known  lithographer 
in  San  Francisco,  but  we  are  fortunate  that  he  turned 
his  talents  to  assaying! 

•  Henry  Hentsch,  San  Francisco:  Hentsch  was  one  of 
the  great  entrepreneurs  of  the  city.  A  first-rate  assayer 
who  created  very  beautiful  ingots,  he  was  also  involved 
in  real  estate  and  other  interesting  ventures. 


HERE’S  WHAT  YOU  WILL  RECEIVE! 

Having  reviewed  the  wonderful  ingots  from  the 
treasure — each  unique  and  with  a  different  combination 
of  weight,  fineness,  value  and  serial  number — we 
selected  those  which  we  feel  are  especially  choice.  Prices 
range  from  the  high  $70, 000s  on  up. 

Pictured  here  are  just  a  few  of  the  ingots  we  have 
available.  For  more  information,  call  Gail  Watson  or 
Chris  Karstedt  at  1-800-222-5993  (East  Coast)  or  Van 
Simmons  of  David  Hall  Rare  Coins  at  1-800-759-7575 
(West  Coast)  for  details. 


Justh  &  Hunter — $120,000 


Kellogg  &  Humbert — $75,000 


Henry  Hentsch — $160,000 


Justh  &  Hunter — $130,000 


Kellogg  &  Humbert - 

Ingot  face  Plates 

- Available  Now! 


Chris  Karstedt  and  Q.  David  Bowers  went 
to  California,  to  the  vault  where  the  remaining 
ingots  from  the  S.S.  Central  America  are  stored, 
along  with  the  60  face  plates — each  quite 
thick,  and  each  hearing  all  of  the  original  face 
inscriptions.  Each  and  every  face  plate  was  ex¬ 
amined — with  its  own  original  serial  number, 
fineness,  value  (in  1857),  weight,  and  the  pri¬ 
vate  Kellogg  &  Co.  Assayers  hallmark  stamp. 
Dwight  Manley  gave  us  first  pick,  and  we 
quickly  selected  about  35  that  had  great  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  “You  can’t  have  that  many,”  Dwight  said, 
so  we  narrowed  down  our  picks  to  just  25. 
David  Bowers  bought  one  for  himself  and  had 
it  framed  for  display  in  his  office.  If  you  would 


like  information  about  owning  one  of  these, 
please  let  us  know.  Prices  have  not  yet  been 
set,  hut  are  anticipated  to  he  in  the  general 
range  of  $15,000  to  $30,000,  or  a  fraction  of 
what  the  entire  original  ingot  would  have 
cost.  As  part  of  the  deal,  we  would  he  happy 
to  help  you  design  a  framed  ensemble  for 
your  own  display — perhaps  featuring  the 
face  plate  at  the  center  and  color  pictures 
(from  Tommy  Thompson’s  great  book, 
Americas  Lost  Treasure:  The  Ship  of  Gold. 

Call  today  so  you  can  have  first  choice 
of  the  face  plate  ingots  we  have  available. 
Yet  another  way  to  own  part  of  “America’s 
Lost  Treasure.” 


To  Order  your  piece  of 
“America’s  Lost  Treasure” 


Call  Gail  Watson  or  Chris  Karstei.lt 
for  more  information  and  pricing  at 
1-800-222-5993 
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A  sampling  of  available  face  plates  shown  at  50%. 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA  GALLERIES 

- — - - A  Collectors  Universe  Company  - 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
8  0  0-  222-5993  •  In  NH:  569-  5  09  5  •  Fax:  603-  5  69-  5  319 
wvvvv.bovversandmerena.com  •  e-mail:  directsales@bowersandmerena.com 

(NASDAQ:  CLCT) 


